Pedals Nottingham Cycle Campaign Organising Meeting.
Monday 21 September 2026, 5.30pm,
Vat and Fiddle Public House, Nottingham NG2 1NB

Actions

Welcome and apologies for absence

Apologies for absence received from:
Peter Osborne

Present:

Dave Smith (DS) (Chair)

Thomas Madar (TM)

Hugh McClintock (HMcC) (Minutes)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)

Mark Yates (MY)

Susan Young (SY)

Brendan McCabe (BMcC)

Tim Saunders (TS)

Minutes of the Pedals Meeting held on 17 August and matters DNC
arising

The minutes were agreed.

DNC still to sort out Triodos Bank

NFFC City Ground expansion planning application approval:

uncertainty over the new bridge proposals and other related

planning gain requirements, e.g nearby canal path improvements

Issues newcomers may wish to raise.

No newcomers

Waterside Bridge: recent developments including Trent Boulevard / | HMcC

Radcliffe Road / Holme Road and other junction changes. Further
promotion of links on both banks of the Trent.

HMcC commented on the recent furore in the Lady Bay area about
what many people clearly see as the very limited, if any, benefits for
cycling and walking in the recently completed County Council
scheme at the junction of Trent Boulevard and Holme Road. He said
that he hoped that this did not result in a general feeling that any
expenditure on cycling / active travel schemes was a waste of money
and a cause of inevitable major disruption to well-used roads. We
should therefore watch carefully the public reaction to the two
further Waterside Bridge access improvement-related cycling
schemes in the Radcliffe Road / Lady Bay area due to go ahead in the
next few months, near Cyril Road and Mabel Grove.

Meanwhile, despite us urging them to do, the County Council still




had done nothing to publicise the Waterside Bridge Connecting
Routes Map produced by the City Council and available on the
Transport Nottingham website.

Report on EMCCA Climate Coalition meeting with EMCCA Transport
Staff on Thursday 20 August in Chesterfield: including responses to
the Mayor’s Transport Plan consultation, and plans for further con-
sultation, on detailed proposals, in Spring 2027: opportunity to
promote the Pedals Missing and Substandard Links List. (Hugh Mc-
Clintock)

HMcC said that it was a useful meeting, with several points of direct
interest to us.

One is about the Mayor’s Transport Plan consultation, a summary of
the main comments made earlier this year has now been published,
and which is to be followed, next Spring, by a further consultation,
on detailed proposals, which would give us a chance to submit our
Comprehensive List of Missing and Substandard Links.

The second point of particular interest to us is the intention, some-
time next year, to produce a Combined Authority Active Travel
Strategy, although the timing of this will depend in part on when
they can appoint an Active Travel Lead as their recent attempt did
not produce any suitable candidates.

Feedback on Pedals Stall at the Nottingham Green Festival on
Sunday 13 September including improvement points for next year’s
event.

There was much discussion about the way things had gone with our
stall at the Green Festival this year.

DNC said that he was very disappointed at the decision by DS and
HMcC not to move our stall further down the slope towards the
centre of the festival where it would have attracted more attention
and more visitors. He said that we should have followed the example
of Graham Lansdell with his Doctor Bike clinic and also the Walk
Wheel Cycle Trust who did move further in. He pointed out at this
year there were substantially fewer stalls on the site as a whole and
therefore more vacant slots available into which we could have
moved.

In response DS said that the main reason for deciding not to move
our stall further was because it would then have made it much more
difficult to keep a close eye on the Bike Park. This was important
because we had for several years urged the importance of having the
Bike Park close to the Pedals stall so that it could be used by visitors

DS




to our stall as well as to the festival more generally and that we
could also enhance security by keeping a close eye on it. As there
were fewer other organisations in the Bike Zone this year this meant
that if we had moved further in the Bike Park would have been left in
a more isolated and now more insecure location.

He also said that there were several other problems this year that
made this location worse than in the previous year when we had our
stall in a similar location at the top of the site, in contrast to the
locations we had been assigned in previous years on or closer to the
main drag.

One problem was that there was no signing for the Bike Park from
the centre of the site which meant that festival visitors could very
easily not have realised where our stall was located. This was made
worse by the fact that the official site map for the festival showed
the Bike Park at a different location closer to the bandstand. It also
did not help that this year there was a solid row of stalls / marquees
and parked motor vehicles a bit further down the slope blocking the
sight line up 'Bandstand Path' to stalls at the top of the site where
we were located. However, DS said that he had mentioned these
problems to Pat Smith, one of the festival organisers, who
understood the reasons for our discontent and the result that we
had far fewer visitors to our stall than in previous years.

DS said it was therefore very important early on in the planning of
next year's event, for example next spring, to repeat these points
robustly so that they were well taken on board by the organisers of
next year's event. He also hoped that next year David Lally would be
able once again next year to take charge of liaising with the festival
organisers about the Bike Park as well as having his van available
which had much more space or carrying the Pedals display material
to and from the site. This had been very difficult for DNC to do this
year in a much smaller vehicle. DNC was very much thanked for his
efforts and generally for storing all our display material for the rest of
the year.

DS also said that he felt that the Bike Park this year was a success
with at one point 50 bikes parked in it. It was also very convenient
for the 47 riders taking part in this year's Kidical Mass, organised by
Samuel, when they arrived at the site right by where our stall and
the Bike Park were located. He also thought it was well worthwhile
that Ridewise had been paid this year for the crowd barriers to help
set up the Bike Park.

SY said that it was very important that we pressed for the Bike Park
to be located much closer to the main drag and to the Bandstand,
allowing for people on bikes approaching from several different
directions.




Update on plans for the next East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum on Sat-
urday 3 Oct 2026: Eventbrite bookings, local campaign updates,
main room and kitchen hire, IT arrangements, branded signage, dis-
plays, cycle tour arrangements etc., (DS, SY, SS & HMcC).

SY said that plans for the event were coming on well we now had
about 30 people registered and expected to get between 40 and 50
on the day. It was important for anyone coming, including those
from Pedals, to register in advance online to help make sure that we
had enough food. It was agreed that it was important now to send a
general message around to all Pedal Supporters for MailChimp to
give details of the event and how they could register.

She also said that she had already had a good number of volunteers
and that she would soon be making a decision on how best to alloc-
ate them to different jobs at the venue and at the station to act as
meeters and greeters and direct people to the event. She also
stressed the importance of all those helping from Pedals to be wear-
ing Pedals T-shirts to help them stand out on the day as people to
ask for information and guidance.

There was also discussion about the ride following the event starting
at 4pm and taking about one hour. This would be a circular ride with
a route very similar to that taken on our Waterside Bridge Opening
Celebration Ride in June but stopping on the return at the Station for
those who wished to catch trains and then at the Vat and Fiddle PH
for those wishing to stay on for a drink.

HMcC confirmed that he would lead the ride, starting from the car
park at the back of the Community Centre and then heading down
Queen’s Walk towards Wilford Bridge, etc. He also said that DNC had
kindly agreed to act as backmarker. We did not know how many
people were likely to come with bikes and take part in the ride so it
would be useful to have a number of other people willing to act as
marshals to help keep people on the route and to deal with any is-
sues arising.

DS
SY
HMcC
TS

Report on CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting on Thursday 10
September (Hugh McClintock, Brendan McCabe & Peter Briggs)

BMcC commented on how he was struck by the contrast between
the positive and helpful attitude of the 2 City Council Officers on the
call, Keith Morgan and Ciaran Meyers, and that of the 2 County
Council Officers who were very defensive and reluctant to be drawn.

A good part of the discussion focused on the Waterside Bridge and
plans for improved connections and signage. The City Council’s pro-
posed improvements between the north bank landing via Poulton
Drive, Daleside Road and Manvers Street, including upgraded cross-
ings of Meadow Lane by the Retail Park and big roundabout at the
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junction of Meadow Lane, Daleside Road and Manvers Street, includ-
ing converted the south side footway by the bridge over the railway
to a segregated footway and cycle path, were now unlikely to go
ahead until early next year, rather than this autumn.

TS commented that the path by the entrance near the roundabout
to the Retail Park is now very awkward to negotiate and it was
agreed therefore that we should pay careful attention to the propos-
als for this location when we had a chance to comment on the de-
tailed plans.

HMcC said that Helen Berry, the CAWAG Chair, had said that she
would in due course be circulating notes on the meeting.

Report on the 16 September meeting to discuss possible revived
bid for River Leen Walks National Rivers Walk Project bid, being co-
ordinated by Liz Cordle of the Nottingham Access Forum and Sarah
Ansari of the Walk Wheel Cycle Trust (Hugh McClintock)

HMcC explained the background to this multi-disciplinary and multi-
organisational project and the various organisations which had now
come together to seek out sources of possible funding. Improved
and accessible access would be on the aims of the project, closely re-
lated to other aspects such as reducing the risk of flooding and mitig-
ating the impacts of climate change and making biodiversity en-
hancements.

This meant that if funding was obtained there was a good chance of
getting improvement to the alignment, width and surface of National
Cycle Network Route 6 in the area particularly between Basford and
Bulwell and between Bulwell and Hucknall. This would include the
section of NCN 6 which currently follows the bridge over the railway
and tram lines just west of Deptford Crescent in Bulwell. This has
only troughs for carrying bikes up and down which was very unsatis-
factory for cyclists and impossible for wheelchair users. It might
eventually be possible for a successful bid to help enable the ap-
proaches to and from this bridge to be upgraded to modern access-
ibility standards.

SY pointed out that as well as considering such improvements to the
bridge it was also important to investigate other options such as con-
tinuing the route of NCN 6 at surface level. This would also need to
be investigated carefully.

HMcC

10.

Planned “RoSChet” Tri-County Active Travel Bridge Online evening
meeting on Monday 9 November to follow up Leicester meeting on
25 January, Sara Davies of the Active Partnership Trust to Chair:
promotion and setting up a Zoom /Teams link.

HMcC




HMcC said that he was due to have a meeting on 2 October with
James Hatchett of the Walk Wheel Cycle Trust to discuss ways in
which they could support our lobbying including possibly setting up
the link for the online meeting. If this was not possible the fallback
position was to make use of an offer from John Catt from Leicester to
host the meeting and set up the link.

It was very good, he said, that Sara Davies of the Active Partners
Trust had now agreed to act as independent Chair. Once the arrange-
ments for setting up the link are finalised we should start to publicise
the 9th of November meeting widely at various forthcoming events,
in the next Pedals newsletter, via the other main groups involved, via
social media etc. The aim was to get a good audience joining from all
three counties that stood to benefit from this exciting project.

HMcC said that he agreed that the current “RoSChet” name was not
very appealing to many people but emphasised that it was just a pro-
visional title and that there was lots of time for it to be changed in
due course to take account of the wishes of the main organisations
likely to be involved including Uniper, the owners of the former
Ratcliffe Power Station Site and the East Midlands Combined County
Authority etc. He also said that he thought it very important to em-
phasise that it had the potential to be a Tri-County Active Travel
Bridge and this would probably be a much more appealing title than
“RoSChet”.

It would also be useful in the title if possible to include the words
“Trent Arc” as this area around the Power Station site etc was being
promoted by EMCCA as the most important Major Growth area in all
of Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. We should aim for such a
bridge, close also to the Leicestershire border and the confluence of
the Rivers Soar and Trent, to be the centrepiece of the Trent Arc
Growth Area.

11. Update on the campaign for the repair and reopening of the Cot- MY
grave Greenway by James Naish MP: a protest walk has been or- HMcC
ganised on September 26™. (Hugh McClintock)
Mark Yates said that he was considering submitting a Freedom of In-
formation request on behalf of Notts CTC, and that he would be in
touch next week with HMcC about this.

12. HMcC

Update on Gamston Sustainable Urban Extension: signs of support
for an Active Travel bridge over the A52 Gamston Lings Bar road.

HMcC said that it was very encouraging that the suggestion for hav-
ing such a bridge over the A52, rather than a series of toucan cross-
ings around the proposed big roundabout near Ambleside was now
being seriously considered in the recently revised planning docu-




ments for this major housing site. Not only Pedals but also the
County Council and Active Travel England advocated this major
change to the plans.

13.

Update on Notts CC drafting a path Creation Order for upgrading
the subway-underpass under the A52 south of Sharp Hill: implica-
tions of the recent review of LGR changes. (Brendan McCabe &
Hugh McClintock)

HMcC said that he had had conflicting advice as to whether or not, in
view of the “Pause” in the proposed Local Government Reorganisa-
tion Plans, we should review our decision not to take further our
campaign to get the County Council to do a Path Creation Order.

It was then agreed that we should now after all press the case for a
Path Creation Order with the County Council rather than waiting for
the new proposed Greater Nottingham Council to be set up covering
this area and take this on. In doing this we would take up the advice
from County and Borough Councillor Jonathan Wheeler as well as
from others involved such as Dave Mackrory.

Mark Yates advised making use of any relevant statements in the
County Council's Rights of Way Improvement Plan / Rights of Way
Management Plan and he said he would investigate this and then get
back to HMcC before we took this further.

MY
HMcC

14.

Community Impact Week: offer from Haskoning (Nottingham of-
fice): suggestions from Dave Mackrory in his message of 9 Septem-
ber.

Nothing further had been heard about this from Jessica Burt of
Haskoning, HMcC said.

15.

Plans for Pedals Autumn newsletter to go to press in late October,
with changed format (no columns) (Hugh McClintock)

HMcC said he planned to get this out in time to feature both the
Glow Ride on 22 October and the “RoSChet” bridge online meeting
on 9 November. He aimed to get this edition by 14 October to TS to
circulate via MailChmimp.

HMcC
TS

16.

EMR report: Bike Reservations are now required for Regional Ser-
vices but no email option for obtaining the ticket, you have to col-
lect from a station, problem if no machine!

DS said that he had a further complaint from someone living in a
village well east of Nottingham who had found that, to get a cycle
reservation ticket, he needed to drive to the ticket office at




Nottingham Station. It was ridiculous that this could not be done
simply by sending an e-mail, as with standard tickets.

17.

Any Pedals Contact mailbox items.

None

18.

Next Kidical Mass Nottingham and Critical Mass rides

No further news, as Samuel Shoesmith was not present.

19.

Any other business

SY mentioned the Glow Ride on 22" October, about which she
would soon be circulating details, along with an appeal for volun-
teers to help. The pace would be set at that of the slowest rider.
More information on the Pedals and Cycling UK websites.

SY

20.

Next meeting: Monday 19th October at 5.30pm

Chair: Dave Smith, Minutes: Brendan McCabe




