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Minutes of the Pedals Nottingham Cycle Campaign  
Organising Meeting (taken by Peter Osborne),  
Monday 17 August 2026, 5.30pm,  
Vat and Fiddle Public House, Queen’s Bridge Road,  
Nottingham NG2 1NB 
 
 

Action 

1. Welcome and Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies for absence received from: 
Mark Beaven 
Dave Smith 
 
Present: 
Cameron Bonser (CB) 
Thomas Madar (TM) 
Hugh McClintock (HMcC) (Chair) 
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC) 
Peter Osborne (PO) 
Mark Yates (MY) 
Samuel Shoesmith (SS) 
Susan Young (SY) 
Brendan McCabe (BMcC) 

 

2. Minutes of the Pedals Meeting held on 20 July and matters arising 
 
The minutes were agreed. 

 

3. Waterside Bridge 
 
Good coverage on Google Maps reported and good reviews on Trip 
Advisor. The bridge is being well used: 1000 pedestrians a day and 
500 cyclists a day. 
 
But: Speeding cyclists on the approaches are a problem. Some 
suggestions on how to slow down cyclists were discussed, but there 
is no obvious solution to this with very mixed opinions expressed on 
the value of modified speed bumps on cycle paths.  
Pedestrians have priority on the approaches and the bridge, as now 
made clear on some of the new signs.  
Further direction signs awaited in the next few months, Hugh said. 
 
The County Council have yet to respond to our request that they 
help, e.g. via their weekly emails, to publicise the very useful map 
the City Council have produced to publicise the Bridge’s connecting 
route and some further planned improvement, Hugh also said. 
 

 

3. EMCF (East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum) meeting, Nottingham, 
Saturday 3 October 2026 (9.45 am for 10.30am-3pm, with 
subsequent 1-hour ride of over the Waterside Bridge etc.) 
 

SS 
SY, DS & 
HMcC 
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The issue of Pedals volunteers wearing Pedals sweatshirts, especially 
at the train station was discussed which led to talk about acquiring 
hoodies or other garments for use at the EMCF. 
Samuel offered to investigate what is out there in terms of garments 
and prices and also labels and badges. 
Samuel also has available two roving mics an earpiece mic and a 
speaker available for use. 
A large projector would be useful but, failing that, presentations will 
have to be projected onto the wall. 
The booking system is open for the event which is open to about 50 
people including Pedals volunteers. 
 
There will be a fresh round of publicity prior to registration. DS, SY & 
HMcC to discuss the exact wording of this in early September, 
making clear that we need to limit overall numbers and that the 
event is targeted at active cycling campaigners in the region, from 
both larger and smaller groups, and individual cycle campaigners, 
rather than just people with a more general interest in cycling. If 
necessary, any such bookings could be kept on a reserve list, with 
priority for cycle campaigners. 
There are plenty of Pedals volunteers available, SY said, and that she 
is also keeping note of these names. 
 

4. Update on proposed Path Creation Order for upgrading the 
subway-underpass under the A52 south of Sharp Hill and on the 
campaign to reopen the Cotgrave Greenway, both supported by 
James Naish MP 
 
A suggestion from Steve Parkhouse (Ramblers) to put down crushed 
stone as a temporary measure to encourage use of the path was 
discussed. This was considered problematic as who would actually 
do it and how to ensure it was done well enough.  
Also, with the LGR (Local Govt Reorganisation) imminent, no path 
creation order by the County Council is now likely to be made. So, 
agreed that this is to be put on hold until the new Greater 
Nottingham Council comes into existence in April 2028. 
Hugh said he would now write to all those people and organisations 
who have supported our campaign, including James Naish, MP for 
Rushcliffe, to update them on our decision. 
 
Hugh mentioned that James Naish MP who has lobbied for repairs to 
the Cotgrave Greenway (now closed for over two years) is still on the 
case. His assistant, Jim Chaplain, told him recently that James 
intends to organise a walk from County Hall in September to put 
pressure on the County Council (for whom the repair and reopening 
is a clearly low priority). Hugh to circulate further information when 
he has hears more. 
 
Hugh confirmed that he would lead the post meeting one-hour 
circular ride at 3pm over the Waterside Bridge and approaches, 
taking a very similar route to the Pedals Celebration Ride on the 

HMcC 
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Bridge Opening Day on 2 June, but ending at the Station, with an 
option for anyone wanting to return to the Vat and Fiddle PJ for a 
ride and a chat. 

5. Nottingham Green Festival on Sunday 13 September 
 
We need a Ridewise volunteer or Sally Longford to drive a van with 
barriers for bike parking in the Cycle Zone while David Nicholson-
Cole, in the absence this year of David Lally, is to take Pedals stuff to 
the festival site. Samuel is chasing up the barriers / cycle parking 
issue, with Ridewise, Sally Longford and with Dave Smith on his 
return from holiday. 
Samuel also said that there are plenty of Pedals business cards, but 
new Nottingham cycle maps are needed which are always popular at 
these events.  
Hugh confirmed that he intended to get a big supply of the new cycle 
maps as soon as they are available from the City Council and that he 
would bring these straight to the site.  
He also intended to be helping to staff the stall all day, after helping 
put up our marquee and taking it down, but that, nearer the time, 
we need to be sure just who else would be around, and when, to 
help with these tasks. 
It would be very helpful for anyone else able to help on our stall, 
even for part of the day, to let Hugh know directly or via 
contact@pedals.org.uk 
 
 

SS 
DS 
DNC 
HMcC 
All 

6. Keyworth Green Festival on Saturday 5 September 
 
Pedals can’t support this as no one has volunteered to help except 
for Graham Lansdell who has confirmed to the organisers that he is 
prepared to repair bikes at the event. 
 

GL 

7. Missing and substandard links 
 
Additional detailed comments have been received. Further 
suggestions are still welcome over the next few months, along with 
appropriate location maps and photos. 
 In due course we will invite further comments via the special section 
on the Pedals website which Samuel has now set up. 

HMcC, SS & 
DS 

8. River Leen Walks National Rivers Walk Project 
  
The bid to the government (Defra) for this which was being led by 
the Walk, Wheel Cycle Trust, has now been cancelled as the WWCT 
decided that they were not in a position to take on their required 
share of the costs. 
However, HMcC reported, there was now a new willingness by the 
various partners involved, in view of the wide interest and support, 
to make a fresh a bid for other sources of funding and that this 
would be discussed at a special Teams meeting in September, to 
which he had been invited and would then report back. 

HMcC 

mailto:contact@pedals.org.uk
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9. Proposed Tri-County “RoSChet” Active Travel Bridge online meeting 
in early November 
 
An on-line meeting for this has been proposed for early November 
to follow-up ad renew the interest shown by the presentation in 
Leicester in January, Hugh said. 
The idea was also to keep interest in this project alive, in all 3 
countries, during the likely imminent turmoil of the run up to Local 
Government Reorganisation in April 2028, Hugh also said.  
Our EMCF meeting on 3 October would be a good occasion to 
promote this and encourage further region-wide interest and an 
online format would make it easier for most people to attend, it was 
felt, even though a few would no doubt prefer a live face to face 
meeting. 
An independent chair is required, Dave Smith and Hugh had agreed, 
and Hugh said that he would now approach Sara Davies of the Active 
Travel Partnership. 
 

HMcC 

10. Rushcliffe Borough Council Planning applications for the expansion 
of the NFFC City Ground: draft Pedals response. 
 
Several proposed improvements relevant to active travel were 
discussed. NFCC will pay for these improvements as part of their 
planning consent, if granted. 
Firstly, the second arch under Trent Bridge would be opened up. This 
would increase capacity for pedestrians and cyclists. The riverside 
path (NCN15) bridge over the Grantham canal would be widened, 
the steps to and from Lady Bay Bridge would be replaced by a wide 
ramp and improvements to the nearby section of the Grantham 
canal towpath would be made. 
David Nicholson-Cole mentioned the importance of the 
improvements on the riverside path nearby including removal of the 
very ugly and awkward concrete block at the junction of the riverside 
path and Trentside North, put there some years ago to deter motor 
vehicle parking but in practice also an obstruction for path users 
While welcoming the proposed great increase in the number of cycle 
stands on the site, Mark Yates said that it would also be a very useful 
to have off-site secure parking, a reasonable walking distance away, 
e.g. by County Hall, to be promoted as “Ride and Walk”. 
Hugh thanked everyone for their suggestions which he would 
incorporate in the final version of our response, to be submitted 
shortly. 
 

HMcC 

11. Badly overgrown vegetation on A52 Cycle track (NCN 15) between 
Radcliffe on Trent and Saxondale. 
 
A positive response from National Highways was received about this 
but we are still waiting to see any action and whether or not we still 
want to take this campaign further 
 

DS / SY 
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12. EMCCA Climate Coalition (Transport subgroup) meeting in 
Chesterfield with EMCCA Transport Staff  
 
This meeting is at the EMCCA Offices in Chesterfield on Thursday 20 
August. Hugh had been invited and would then report back at our 
next meeting. 
 

HMcC 

13. Next meeting: Monday 21 September at 5.30pm 
 
Hugh McClintock to take the minutes 

HMcC 

14. AOB 
 
None 

 

 

 


