
Pedals Nottingham Cycle Campaign Organising Meeting.
Monday 20 July 2026 5.30pm, Vat and Fiddle Pub, NG2 1NB

Action

1. Welcome and Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence received from:
Andrew Martin
Mark Yates
David Nicholson-Cole
Present:
Thomas Madar (Minutes)
Brendan McCabe
Hugh McClintock
Peter Osborne
Tim Saunders
Samuel Shoesmith
Dave Smith (Chair)
Susan Young
MAIN ITEMS

2. Minutes of the Pedals Meeting held on 15 June and matters arising
The minutes were agreed

The East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum continued to be a topic of 
discussion:

 Samuel is creating an Eventbrite page for a booking 
notification which will be sent in July. This invitation will be 
sent to specified people and ask if they intend to arrive by 
bike.

 Clear directional instructions will be sent to invitees.
 Doors will open at 09:45 and the event starts at 10:30
 Samuel to update registration info on pedals.org.uk website.
 We are aiming to have a maximum of fifty people attending 

the event.
 Mailchimp will be used to ask for volunteers from Pedals 

supporters.
 Susan has completed the food budget, still to be formally 

approved by Pedals treasurer, and will be doing the shopping.
 There will be an after-conference ride including the new 

bridge at 3pm and Hugh is happy to lead this, following a 
similar route to the Waterside Bridge opening ride on June 2.

 There is plenty of cycle and car parking.
 Lime bikes are not suitable (for the ride) because they cannot 

be taken South of the Trent. Dott bicycles may work South of 
the Trent.
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3. Issues Raised by Newcomers
Newcomers should be invited to speak early in the meeting.

4. Waterside Bridge and Subsequent Developments
Susan Young has seen the bridge being well used.

Hugh McClintock raised the issue of the maintenance of paths 
around the bridge. Brendan McCabe raised the issue of the needs to 
avoid overgrown cycle paths on approach routes, including one with 
a branch growing across, it obstructing cyclists.

Hugh said that it was also very important in the case of this path to 
ensure that there was no repetition of past very poor maintenance in
terms of clearing accumulated leaf mould to which this path was 
particularly prone in autumn. Very poor attention to this had resulted
in great deterioration of the previous tarmac path over many years. 
Hugh has reminded local County and Borough Councillor Penny 
Gowland of the importance now of tackling these issues much more 
effectively, now that the path has been greatly regenerated.

Though access to this bridge on the N bank is somewhat convoluted, 
Susan stated that she does not have a problem with this. Hugh said 
that there would be further access and signing improvements in due 
course, in the shorter and longer term.

On the nearby Lady Bay bridge, there have been complaints about 
the lack of safe provision for pedestrians and cyclists at the Meadow 
Lane junction just north of the Bridge.  Hugh said that he would take 
this up again with the City Council.

5. Update of the subway-underpass under the A52 south of Sharp Hill 
and its approaches (Hugh McClintock, Brendan McCabe)

Hugh stated that with a Path Creation Order, it would certainly be 
legal to upgrade the path in focus with a dressing of crushed stone. 
About 60 metres of path would need to be upgraded in this way.

The question is, who would pay for it? Notts CC referred to Local 
Councils. This matter has been raised with Jen Walker, but Rushcliffe 
have declined to offer the £30K to £40K required to upgrade the 
path. We could try to obtain the support of two local county 
councillors. Could we organise a crowd-funding appeal? … but our 
instinct is not to take this idea further, due the precedent it creates.

There was a suggestion of re-surfacing the path with shredded tyres, 
but such a surface is not thought suitable for cyclists. Susan Young 
suggested obtaining a quote for the re-surfacing from a private 
company.
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6. Update in East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum (Dave Smith, Susan Young 
and Hugh McClintock) : This was discussed in Section 2

7. Arrangement for Pedals Stall at the Nottingham Green Festival
Sally Longford has confirmed we are sited at the top of the hill 
alongside CyclingUK, WWT, Ride-wise and Bike-Works in a 'Bicycle 
hub'.

The most awkward item last year was the provision of barriers to 
form the secure cycle park. Samuel Shoesmith will text Nick to 
enquire about these barriers and their provision.

Dave Smith will liaise with Sustrans and Cycling UK (about their 
representation at the festival) but is on holiday until late August.

Hugh McClintock to chase for copies of the new Nottingham cycle 
map, also business cards and flyers advertising Pedals. Samuel 
though that we already have enough.
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8. ‘Contact Pedals’ mailbox items
Many e-mails are of little importance, though it is important to 
respond to the small number that are asking for help or advice. There
have been a few phishing e-mails received.
OTHER ITEMS

9. Missing and Substandard Cycling Links (Dave Smith, Hugh 
McClintock, Samuel Shoesmith)
Hugh has collated a collection of missing or substandard cycling links.

Https://pedals.org.uk/suggest takes the user to a Google map on 
which these links (and other suggestions) can be recorded.

Dave stated that we need a section in the document for very small 
links as small adjustments can make a big difference, e.g. dropped 
curbs. It is wise to spend money on repairing the small deficiencies 
before considering the larger ones. A small deficiency may ruin an 
otherwise great cycling experience.

Examples of small deficiencies are to be found at the junction of 
Regatta Way, the lack of a contraflow cycle lane on Wheeler Gate, a 
city centre road, and the lack of an upgraded path under the A52 
(Sharp Hill - see Section 5)
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9a. Guidance for Cyclists in Nottingham City Centre (Hugh McClintock)
Hugh stated that there should more guidance for cyclists in the city 
centre. Directional street signage should not be decluttered. Cyclists 
should be encouraged to behave well (not riding on pavements 
intended for pedestrians or jumping red lights).

10. Revised List of Pedals Infrastructure Issues (Hugh McClintock)
To be finalised by 3rd August ahead of next CAWAG Infrastructure 
Subgroup on 10 Sept.
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Hugh reported very poor provision for walkers and cyclists at the 
Meadow Lane Junction with Lady Bay Bridge. He said he will include 
this again on the revised list.

There is a cycle lane marking missing at the intersection between 
Gregory Street and Derby Road in Lenton . (This is potentially a 
Missing Link through to UoN Jubilee campus.)

For nearly one mile from Saxondale to Radcliffe on Trent, the 
footpath-cycleway is reduced to 1 metre in width by vegetation 
overgrowth. 

Brendan McCabe reported that National Cycle Network Route 15 
through Bingham is of a very poor standard. Hugh and Peter Osborne
agreed.

The above should be raised under the normal reporting methods to 
Via or Nottingham City by email or web.
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11. Beeston Lime Bikes corrals Issue
19th June mail from Broxtowe Councillor Andy Kingdon advising 
Pedals involvement with a consultation. We have not yet heard from 
Broxtowe Borough Council  about the proposed survey.

12. Report on West Bridgford Local Traffic and Transport Group 
Meeting of Tuesday 7th July (Brendan McCabe)
This was dealt with under Section 4 (Waterside Bridge)

13. Report of Bennerley Viaduct Visitor Centre Pre-Launch on Friday 
17th July (Hugh McClintock)
Pedals has been involved with the Bennerley Viaduct Restoration for 
forty five years. The Visitor Centre is now open, but if you would like 
refreshments, the café is open Wednesday to Sunday.

14. Pedals Representation at the Nottingham Climate Assembly Launch 
on Thursday 23rd July (Details circulated by Hugh McClintock)
This takes place between 17:30 and 19:30 with details circulated by 
Hugh on 12th July. Hugh will be attending.
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15. Pedals Involvements in the ‘Moving for Good Health’ Project 
planned by Nottingham City Council (Details were circulated by 
Hugh on 12th July.)
This takes place on Monday 27th July and Thursday 30th July. No one 
was available to represent Pedals.
Susan commented that parents taking their children to school by car 
said the main reason was that they were on their way to work.
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16. Possible Pedals Support from the Proposed River Leen Walks 
National Rivers Walk Project Bid (Hugh McClintock)
This is being coordinated by Liz Cordle of the Nottingham Access 
Forum and Sarah Ansari of the Walk Wheel Cycle Trust, supported by 
several other organisations including the Environment Agency, the 
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Trent River Trust, and Nottingham University Geography Department 
who have recently carried out an extensive research project on the 
River Leen and curated a popular Exhibition about it.
Hugh stated that bids have to be in for the 20th of August.

The demolition of the old flood prevention structures gives an 
opportunity for the building of new and improvement of old cycle 
paths. An issue is a railway bridge where cyclists have to lift their 
machines up flights of steps in Bulwell (NCN 6).

Pedals will support this Walks project bid for the River Leen.
17. Proposed Tri-County Active Travel Bridge.

On-line meeting to take place in November, either on Monday 9th or 
Monday 23rd November. There are plans for an on-line evening 
meeting to follow up the Leicester meeting on Monday 25th January. 

Hugh stated that this will be a long-term project. We are at the 
initiation phase where support needs to be sought, taking account of 
the complexities of local government re-org..
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18. Bike Bus Report (Samuel Shoesmith)
The last Bike Bus of term took place on Friday 17th July. Between 14 
and 20 children took part.

19. EMR Report (Dave Smith)
Thanks to the Derby Cycling Group who have written to Baggy 
Shanker MP for Derby South about poor cycle carriage on the ndew 
Aurora trains.

An equivalent letter should be sent to Alex Norris, MP of Nottingham 
North, but we have been unable to find a supporter in that 
constituency to do this. Progress has slowed due to this difficulty of 
finding supporters to help in some constituencies further away, but 
it's disappointing we apparently cannot reach a Nottingham MP.

Hugh McClintock stated that the new Aurora trains are not very 
reliable.

Brendan McCabe stated that the Midland Main Line should have 
been electrified as far as Sheffield. The money allocated was instead 
spent on Crossrail.

DS

20. Next Kidical Mass Nottingham and Critical Mass Rides (Samuel 
Shoesmith).
The last ride, on June 28th was very successful and well attended, 
with over 100 riders taking part.

The next Critical Mass ride will take place on July 31. 
Additionally, on Sunday 26th July, starting from the Market Square at 
2pm, Dom Whiting, the Cycling Drums and Bass DJ  who has an 
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enormous following on social media will be leading a mass ride. It will
be about six miles in length. 

There will also be a Kidical Mass type ride from the Embankment to 
the Green Festival on Sunday 13th September.

21. Any Other Business
Nothing was discussed.

22. Date of Next Meeting
This will take place on Monday 17th August at the Vat and Fiddle at 
5:30pm.
Hugh will chair the meeting, and the minutes will be recorded by 
Peter Osborne (to be confirmed)
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