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Timeline: A52 Sharp Hill / Landmere Lane Subway-Underpass and Approaches 

Upgrading Campaign, prepared by Hugh McClintock (Pedals) for the A52 

Active Travel Partnership site meeting with James Naish MP on 8 May 2026 
(with 3 new maps added on 13.5.26, on pages 8, 10 & 11, replacing 2 others) 

        j        
for further information visit ά/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎέ ŀǘ Resources ς Pedals 

 

Why is this potentially very useful Active Travel facility still in such a dreadful state?! 

 

 

 

https://www.pedals.org.uk/resources/
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A. Timeline: A52 Sharp Hill / Landmere Lane Subway-Underpass and 

Approaches Upgrading Campaign (SUMMARY) 
 

1999: Pedals launched a campaign to get the agricultural access subway-underpass under the A52 

south of Sharp Hill and north of Landmere Lane (Ruddington) unblocked and improved by what was 

then A-One Plus, the Managing Agents Consultancy for Area 7, i.e. Nottinghamshire of the Highways 

Agency (later renamed Highways England and then National Highways) with much better approaches 

and a clear legal status as a route for walkers, cyclists and horseriders. 

2011-12. The removal of most of the mound of earth, following a site meeting with A-One Plus, 

effectively encouraged more walkers, and some cyclists, to use the underpass-subway as a safe route 

to cross the A52 and also encouraged local Rushcliffe Borough Councillor Rod Jones to get the facility 

registered and signed as a public footpath, connecting to other newly registered and signed routes in 

the Sharp Hill area. 

 

2014. Rushcliffe Borough Council, in their Development Framework for the Edwalton Fields / Sharp 

Hill / Melton Road area, included a proposal for a shared path through the whole area connecting 

the north side of the underpass-subway with Boundary Road near Rushcliffe Spencer Academy. 

2019. Highways England published their proposals for rebuilding the A52/A60 Nottingham Knight 

and the A52/A606 Lings Bar (Wheatcroft) Roundabouts, as part of the A52 Nottingham Major 

Junctions Project, giving Pedals a fresh opportunity to argue the case for the upgrading of the 

underpass-subway and its approaches as part of the wider Major Road scheme, whose proposals 

also included some improved pedestrian and cycle facilities at the two nearby major junctions. 

2020-21. As a result of much greater use of the underpass-subway for daily permitted exercise during 

the Covid Pandemic and much greater awareness and public pressure, Rushcliffe Ramblers became 

involved in the campaign and, working with Pedals, the British Horse Society and other local groups 

and individuals, launched the A52 Active Travel Partnerships to campaign for the improvement of the 

underpass-subway and other safer Active Travel crossings of the A52, with our Petition signed by 

over 2000 people. 

 

2022. In response to our Petition and this wider support, National Highways agreed to commission a 

Feasibility Report from Tetratech Ltd., taking account of the many new housing development being 

built or planned locally on both sides of the A52, especially in the Sharp Hill / Edwalton Fields area.  

This report was published in February 2022, followed by two site meetings with a wide range of 

stakeholders, to discuss its finding and recommendations. These were mostly welcomed. 

2022-24. National Highways then commenced negotiations with Mr. Wells, the owner of the land on 

the north side of the underpass-subway required to provide an improved access on the Sharp Hill 

side and connecting to Landmere Lane, as well as to the planned shared path connecting this facility 

through the new Edwalton Fields etc. major housing development to Edwalton and the east side of 

West Bridgford.  

The negotiations continued for about two years, with Mr. Wells making clear that he was totally 

opposed to the proposed scheme. NH also then investigated the potential for developing an 

alternative approach route wholly on land within their ownership but concluded that this was not 

viable. 



3 
 

 

2025 (July). Public Inquiry into the National Highways Side Road Orders for the A52/A60 and 

A52/A606 Major Roundabouts Scheme, to which Steve Parkhouse on behalf of the Ramblers and A52 

Active Travel Partnership, as well as Hugh McClintock on behalf of Pedals, submitted evidence, as 

well as Dave Mackrory, an independent witness. 

 

2026. After consultation with other Stakeholders, and with Alan Simpson, the East Midlands 

/ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾƛŘ [ŀƴƎŦƻǊŘΣ 

the new Director of Planning and Transport at Nottinghamshire County Council, we decided that the 

only way left to us to take our campaign forward, was to get the County Council, to draft a Path 

Creation Order, under Section 25 of the Highways Act 1980, to enable the proposed approach path 

north of the underpass-subway, to be created. 

  

 

 

B. Timeline: A52 Sharp Hill / Landmere Lane Subway-Underpass and 

Approaches Upgrading Campaign (FULL version, with maps and images) 
 

¶ Early 1970s: dualling of the what is now the A52 between the Nottingham Knight and Lings 

Bar roundabouts, including the provision of an underpass-subway off Landmere Lane on 

the for the landowner to continue to access his land to the north of the road. 

 

¶ Late 1990s: Pedals became aware, through Peter Rasmussen (a resident of Boundary Road, 

and a member of the new West Bridgford Local Traffic Group, of the existence of the 

underpass-subway and its use as an informal safe route under the A52 by some hardy 

pedestrians despite its lack of legal status as a public footpath and despite its very 

unappealing state!  

 

¶ 1999: Pedals then started a campaign to get the subway-underpass unblocked and 

improved by what was then A-One Plus, the Managing Agents Consultancy for Area 7, i.e. 

Nottinghamshire of the Highways Agency (later renamed Highways England and then 

National Highways) with much better approaches and a clear legal status as a route for 

walkers and cyclists.  
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¶ 2011: This resulted in a site visit in January 2011 to the mostly blocked subway-underpass 

attended by Hugh McClintock and Karina Wells from Pedals, Jeremy Dixon of A-One Plus (at 

that time the Managing Agents Consultancy for Area 7 (i.e. Nottinghamshire) at the 

Highways Agency, Jane Baines of Nottinghamshire County Council Rights of Way section 

(now the Rights of Way Manager at Via East Midlands Ltd), and (now retired) Rushcliffe 

Borough Councillor Rod Jones, with a very strong interest in improving, extending rights of 

way in the Sharp Hill Area to the north of, and connecting to, the subway-underpass. 
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¶ 2011. One positive result of this site meeting was a decision by A-One Plus to get the 

landowner, Mr. Wells, to remove the large mound of earth which was mostly blocking the 

underpass-subway, to make it easier for them to carry out their duty to hold regular 

inspections of its condition. 
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Working copy Definitive Map Extract for Parts of Edwalton and Ruddington, 

Nottinghamshire County Council, 2024. 
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¶ 2011-12. The removal of most of the mound of earth then effectively encourage more 

walkers, and some cyclists, to use the underpass-subway as a safe route to cross the A52 

and also encouraged local Rushcliffe Borough Councillor Rod Jones to get the facility 

registered and signed as a public footpath, connecting to a series of other newly registered 

and signed routes in the Sharp Hill area. 

 

 
¶ Pedals very much welcome and supported these initiatives, as a first step, towards more 

substantial upgrading of the underpass-subway and its approaches, as part of a longer 

through route between Edwalton and Ruddington, etc. We continued to raise this on 

several occasions with A-One Plus, the Highways Agency and Highways England, etc. 
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Development Plan Framework, Fig. 9 on page 33 of the Melton Road Edwalton 

Development Framework, Rushcliffe Borough Council, 2015 
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Indicative Footpath and Cycleway Network, Fig.10 on page 51 of the Melton Road 

Edwalton Development Framework, Rushcliffe Borough Council, 2015.  

This shows, with a dotted orange line, the shared path planned to run through the area 

connecting the north side of the subway-underpass with MachinΩs Lane (and Boundary 

Road, etc, near Rushcliffe Spencer Academy). 

 

¶ 2014: Rushcliffe Borough Council, in their Development Framework for the Edwalton Fields 

/ Sharp Hill / Melton Road area, including a proposal for a shared path through the whole 

area connecting the north side of the underpass-subway with Boundary Road near 

Rushcliffe Spencer Academy. 
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¶ 
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¶ 2019. In January 2019 Highways England published their proposals for rebuilding the 

A52/A60 Nottingham Knight and the A52/A606 Lings Bar (Wheatcroft) Roundabouts, as 
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part of the A52 Nottingham Major Junctions Project, giving Pedals a fresh opportunity to 

argue the case for the upgrading of the underpass-subway and its approaches as part of 

the wide major road scheme, whose proposals also included some improved pedestrian 

and cycle facilities at the two nearby major junctions. 

 

¶ 2020-21. During the Covid Pandemic, from March 2020, many local people, mainly walkers, 

discovered the underpass-subway during their daily permitted exercise, and many of them 

wondered both why they were previously unaware of this basically very useful safe facility 

and also why it was in such a dreadful condition, especially in very wet weather when the 

approaches on the north side become very muddy. 
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¶ 2021. As a result of this much greater awareness and public pressure, Rushcliffe Ramblers 

became involved in the campaign and, working with Pedals, the British Horse Society and 

other local groups and individuals, launched the A52 Active Travel Partnerships to 
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campaign for the improvement of the underpass-subway and other safer Active Travel 

crossings of the A52. 

 

 
¶ 2021. The Ramblers took the lead in this campaign, and we then launched a public petition 

which got much publicity and was signed by more than 2000 people, before being 

presented to what by then had become National Highways. 
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¶ 2021-2. A subsequent site visit took place in June 2021, involving former Rushcliffe MP, 

Ruth Edwards, and Councillor Neil Clarke, who at that time was the County Council 

Portfolio Holder for Transport and the Environment. Both pledged support for our 

campaign. 
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¶ 2022. In response to our Petition and this wider support, National Highways decided to 

commission a Feasibility Report from Tetratech Ltd., and which took account of the many 

new housing development being built or planned locally on both sides of the A52, especially 

in the Sharp Hill / Edwalton Fields area.  

This report was published in February 2022, followed by two site meetings with a wide 

range of stakeholders, to discuss its finding and recommendations. These were welcomed 

by most stakeholders. 
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¶ 2022-24. National Highways then commenced negotiations with Mr. Wells, the owner of 

the land on the north side of the underpass-subway, required to provide an improved 

access on the Sharp Hill side and connecting to Landmere Lane, as well as to the planned 

shared path connecting this facility through the new Edwalton Fields etc. major housing 

development to Edwalton and the east side of West Bridgford.  

The negotiations continued for about two years, with Mr. Wells making clear that he 

remained totally opposed to the scheme recommended in the Tetratech Report. NH also 

then investigated the potential for developing an alternative approach route wholly within 

land with their ownership but then concluded that this was not viable. 
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¶ 2025. Public Inquiry into the National Highways Side Road Orders for the A52/A60 and 

A52/A606 Major Roundabouts Scheme, to which Steve Parkhouse on behalf of the 

Ramblers and A52 Active Travel Partnership, as well as Hugh McClintock on behalf of 

Pedals, gave evidence, as well as Dave Mackrory, an independent witness.  
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¶ 2025. In our submissions to the Public Inquiry we all emphasised the need for a safer 

crossing in the new scheme to the west of the A52/A606 roundabout, and for Bridleway 2 

to be diverted via an upgraded subway, particularly as we considered that, without such a 

diversion, the existing crossing would, with increased traffic, become even more 

intimidating for vulnerable road users.  
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¶ We all expressed our great disappointment that NH were unwilling, following their failure 

of negotiations with Mr. Wells, to include the land needed for this upgrading, and north 

side approaches, in the land they proposed to acquire compulsorily for their wider Road 

Scheme. The NH decision was upheld by the Inquiry Inspector in his Report published in 

late 2025.  
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¶ 2025. Although NH had, as required, carried out a Walking, Cycling and Horse-riding 

Assessment for the whole scheme, this had not, also disappointingly, resulted in any 

significant proposals other than the ones for the two major roundabouts, which we had 

generally welcomed since they were first publicised in January 2019. 

 

¶ 2026. After consultation with other Stakeholders, and with Alan Simpson, the East 

aƛŘƭŀƴŘǎ /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ, and his 

subsequent meeting with David Langford, the new Director of Planning and Transport at 

Nottinghamshire County Council, we decided that the only way left to us to take our 

campaign forward, was to get the County Council, to do a Public Path Creation Order, 

under Section 25 of the Highways Act 1980, to enable the proposed approach path just 

north of the underpass-subway, to be created. 
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