Timeline: A52 Sharp HillLandmere Lane Subwalynderpass and Approaches
Upgrading Campaigmpreparedby Hugh McClintockPedals¥or the A52
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Why is thispotentially very useful Active Travel facilitstill in such a dreadful state?!


https://www.pedals.org.uk/resources/

A.Timeline: A52 Sharp Hill / Landmere Lane Subvwhyderpass and
Approaches Upgrading Campai¢g8JMMARY)

1999: Pedaltauncred a campaign to get thagricutural accessubwayunderpassinder the A52

south of Sharp Hill and north of Landmere Lane (Ruddingtoblocked and improved by what was

then AOne Plus, the Managing Agents Consultancy for Area 7, i.e. Nottinghamshire of the Highways
Agency (later renamed Highways England and then National Highways) with much better approaches
and a clear legal status as a route for walkeyslistsand horseriders.

2011-12. The removal of most of the mound of earfbllowing a site meeting with-@ne Plus,

effectively encouraggmore walkers, and some cyclists, to use the underzasvay as a safe route

to cross the A52 and also encouraged local Rushcliffe Borough Councillor Rod Jones to get the facility
registered and signed as a public footpath, connecting to other newly registered and signed routes in
the Sharp Hill area.

2014 Rushcliffe Borough Council, in their Development Framework for the Edwalton Fields / Sharp
Hill / Melton Road area, incledi a proposal for a shared path through the whole area connecting
the north side of the underpassubway with Boundary Road near Rushcliffe Spencer Academy.

2019. Highways England published their proposals for rebuilding the A52/A60 Nottingham Knight
and the A52/A606 Lings Bar (Wheatcroft) Roundabouts, as part of the A52 Nottingham Major
Junctions Project, giving Pedals a fresh opportunity to argue the case for the upgrading of the
underpasssubway and its approaches as part of the wilajor Road scheme, whose proposals
also included some improved pedestrian and cycle facilities at the two nearby major junctions

2020-21. As a result ofmuch greater use of the underpassbwayfor daily permitted exercisduring

the Covid Pandem@&ndmuch greater awareness and public pressure, Rushcliffe Ramblers became
involved in the campaign and, working with Pedals, the British Horse Society and other local groups
and individuals, launched the A52 Active Travel Partnerships to campaign for the improvement of the
underpasssubway and other safer Active Travel crossings of the WHER our Petition signed by

over 2000 people.

2022. In response to our Petition and this wider support, National Highagrgsd to commission a
Feasibility Report from Tetratech Ltthkingaccount of the many new housing development being
built or planned locally on both sides of the A52, especially in the Sharp Hill / Edwalton Fields area.
This report was published in February 2022, followed by two site meetings with a wide range of
stakeholders, to discuss its finding and recommendations. Thesemestywelcomed

2022-24. National Highways then commenced negotiations with Mr. Wells, the owner of the land on
the north side of the underpassubway required to provide an improved access on the Sharp Hill

side and connecting to Landmere Lane, as well as to the planned shared path connecting this facility
through the new Edwalton Fields etc. major housing development to Edwalton and the east side of
West Bridgford.

The negotiations continued for about two years, with Mr. Wells making clear thatlséotally

opposed tathe proposedscheme. NH also then investigated the potential for developing an
alternative approach route whollyn land within their ownership but concludithat this was not

viable



2025(July) Public Inquiry into the National Highways Side Road Orders for the A52/A60 and

A52/A606 Major Roundabouts Scheme, to which Steve Parkhouse on behalf of the Ramblers and A52
Active Travel Partnership, as well as Hugh McClintock on behalf of Pridatsftedevidence, as

well as Dave Mackrory, an independent witness.

2026. After consultation with other Stakeholders, and with Alan Simpson, the East Midlands

/| 2YOAYSR /[ 2dzyGe ! dziK2NARGEQa {dzAdlI Ayl ofS ¢NF @St
the new Director of Planning and Transport at Nottinghamshire County Council, we decided that the
only way left to us to take our campaign forward, was to get the County Coundihkfta Path

Creation Ordemnder Section 25f the Highways Act 1986 enable the proposed approach path

north of the underpassubway, to be created.

B. Timeline: A52 Sharp Hill / Landmere Lane Subwaylerpass and
Approaches Upgrading Campai@iJLLversion, withmaps and images)

1 Early 1970s: dualling of thevhat is now the A52 between the Nottingham Knight and Lings
Bar roundabouts including the provision of an underpassibwayoff Landmere Lanen
the for the landowner tocontinue to access his land to the north of the road.

9 Late 1990s: Pedals became awataough Peter Rasmussen (a resident of Boundary Road,
and a member of the new West Bridgford Local Tr&figup, of the existence of the
underpasssubway and its use as an informal safe route under the A52 by some hardy
pedestriangdespite its lack of legal status as a public footpath and despite its very
unappealing state!

1 1999:Pedals then started a campaign to get the subwaryderpass unblocked and
improved by what was then AOne Plus, the Managing Agen®onsultancyfor Area 7, i.e.
Nottinghamshireof the HighwaysAgency(later renamed Highways England and then
National Highwayswith much better approaches and a clear legal status as a route for
walkers and cyclists.



2011:This resulted in aite visit in January 201tb the mostly blocked subwayinderpass
attended byHugh McClintock and Karina Wells from Pedals, Jeremy Dix®®ne Plugat
that time the Managing Agents Consultancy for Area 7 (i.e. Nottinghamshire) at the
Highways Ageng¢yane Baines of Nottinghamshire County Council Rights of Way section
(now the Rights of Way Managat ViaEast Midlands Ltdand (now retired) Rushcliffe
Borough Councillor Rod Jones, withesty strong interest in improving, extending rights of
way in the Sharp Hill Arga the north of, and connecting to, the bway-underpass.




1 2011.0ne positive result of this site meeting was a decision by¥DAe Plus tayet the
landowner, Mr. Wells, to remove the large mound of earth which was mostly blocking the
underpasssubway, to make it easier for them to carry out their duty to hold regular
inspectiors of its condition.
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1 2011-12.The removal of most of the mound of earth then effectively encourage more
walkers, and some cyclists, to use the underpasgwayas a safe route to cross th&s2
and also encouragedbcal Rushcliffe Borough Councill®od Jones to get the facility
registered and signed aspublic footpath, connecting ta series obther newly registered
and signed routes in the Sharp Hill area

i i aa RSt

1 Pedals very much welcome and supported these initiatives, as a first step, towards more
substantial upgrading of the underpassubway and its approaches, as part of a longer
through route between Edwalton and Ruddington, etéd/e continued to raise this on
several occasions with-@ne Plus, the Highways Agency and Highways England, etc.



DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 03
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Figure 9: Development Framework Plan
Melton Road, Edwalton | Development Framework Supplementary Planning Document 3

Development Plan FrameworlEig 9 on page 33 of thélelton Road Edwalton
Development Framework, Rushcliffe Borough Coilyr2015
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Footpath and Cycleway Network

ay Network

Figure 10: Indicative Footpath / Cyclews

Melton Road, Edwalton | Development Framework Supplementary Planning Document 5‘|

Indicative Footpath and Cycleway Netark, Fig10 on page51 of the Melton Road
Edwalton Development Framework, Rushcliffe Borough Goiyu2015

This shows, with a dotted orange line the shared path planned to run through the area
connecting thenorth sideof the subwayunderpassvith Machin@ Lane (and Boundary
Road, etc, Bar Rushcliffe Sgncer Academy).

2014: Rushcliffe Borough Council, in teDevelopment Framework for the Edwalton Fields
/ Sharp Hill/ Melton Roadarea, including a proposal for a shared path through the whole
area connecting the north side of the underpassibway with Boundary Road near
Rushcliffe Spencer Academy.
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A52 Nottingham Junctions

Nottingham Knight and Wheatcroft
Public information exhibition
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1 2019.In January 2019 Highways England published their proposalsebuilding the
A52/A60 Nottingham Knight and the A52/A606 Lings Bar (Wheatcroft) Roundah@sts
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part of the A52 Nottingham Major Junctions Projedfiving Pedals a fresh opportunity to
argue the casdor the upgrading of the underpassubwayand its approaches as part of
the wide major road scheme, whose proposals also included some improved pedestrian
and cycle facilities at théwo nearby major junctions.

2020-21. During the Covid Pandemic, from March 2020, many local people, mainly walkers,
discovered the underpassubwayduring their daily permitted exercise, and many of them
wondered both why they were previously unaware of this basicadly useful safe facility

and also why it was in such a dreadful condition, especially in very wet wealktsr the
approacleson the north side beame very muddy
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2021. As a result of this much greater awareness and public presfushcliffe Ramblers
became involved in the campaign and, working with Pedals, the British Horse Society and
other local groups and individuals, launched the A52 Active Travel Partnerships to
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campaign for the improvement of the underpassibwayand other safer Active Travel
crossings of the A52

FOR A CYCLE-FRIENDLY -
& PEDAI- . NOTTINGHAM [E?r?ﬂsh

ramblers @@ @@ % 5’6 % lf_ylt? Cr I?:‘*EW

atthe heart of walking

2021. 'he Ramblers took the lead in thisampaign,and we then launched a public petition
which got much publicity and was signed by more than 2000 plegjpefore being
presented to what by then had become National Highways.
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2021-2. A subsequensite visit took place in June 202ihvolving former Rushcliffe MP,
Ruth Edwardsand Councillor Neil Clarke, who at that time was the County Council
Portfolio Holderfor Transport and the Environment. Both pleddeupport for our
campaign.

Landmere Lane A52 Underpass Follow Up Meeting

Camera

Update

+ Feasibility study completed March 2022 and issued to interested parties.

+ Concluded that upgrades to the existing underpass were the best option considering the
existing infrastructure, connectivity and likely cost of implementation.

« National Highways project team applying for funding for the next stage — landowner
engagement and subsequent detailed design — est completion mid 2023

Sue (Guest)
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2022.In response to our Petition and this wider suppdtgtional Highways decided to
commission a Feasibility Report from Tetratethd., and which took account of the many
new housing development being built or planned locally on both sides of thee&p2cially
in the Sharp Hill / Edwalton Fields area.

Thisreport was published in February 2022, followed byo site meetings with avide
range of stakeholders, to discuss its finding and recommendatiofisese were welcomed
by most stakeholders.
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202224. National Highways then commenced negotiations with Mr. Wells, the owner of
the land on the north side of the underpassubway, required to provide an improved
access on the Sharp Hill siged connecting to Landmere Lares well as to the planned
shared patlconnectingthis facility through the new Edwalton Fields etc. major housing
development to Edwalton and the east side of West Bridgford.

The negotiations continued for about two years, with Mr. Wells making clear that he
remained totallyopposed to the scheme recommended in the Tetratech RepdtH also
then investigated the potential for developing an alternative approach route wholly within
land with their ownership buttten concluded that this was nowiable
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national
highways

A52 Nottingham Junctions
Made Order

The National Highways (A52 Nottingham
Junctions, Nottingham Knight Junction
and Wheatcroft Junction Improvement)

(Side Roads) Order 2024

November 2024

1 2025.Public Inquiry into the National Highways Side Road Orders for the A52/A60 and
A52/A606Major Roundabouts Scheme, to whic®teve Parkhouse on behalf of the
Ramblersand A52 Active Travel Partnershigs well as Hugh McClintock on behalf of
Pedals gave evidence, as well as Dave Mackray, independent witness.
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Mickleborough
Hill

+*
2025. In our submissions to the Public Inquinewall emphasisedhe need for a safer
crossing in the new scheme to the west of the A52/A606 roundabout, and for Bridleway 2
to be divertedvia an upgraded subwayparticularly as we considered thatvithout such a
diversion, the existing crossing would, with increased traffic, become even more
intimidating for vulnerable road users
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A52 NOTTINGHAM JUNCTIONS, NOTTINGHAM KNIGHT
JUNCTION AND WHEATCROFT JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER
MAP 1 of 2 A\
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We all expressed our great disappointment that NH were unwilljrigliowing their failure
of negotiations with Mr.Wells, toinclude the land needed for this upgrading, and north
side approaches, in the land they proposed to acquire compulsorily for their wider Road
SchemeThe NH decision waspheld by the Inquiry Inspector in his Report published in
late 2025.

25



1 2025.Although NH had, as required, carried out a Walking, Cyclinglargkriding
Assessment for the whole scheme, this had not, also disappointingly, resulted in any
signifiant proposals other than the ones for the two major roundabouts, whicthac
generallywelcome since they were first publicised in Januafa9.

1 2026. After consultation with other Stakeholders, and with Alan Simpstite East
aARf I yYyRA /2YO0OAYSR /[ 2dzye ! dziK2aHhKise Qa {dzadl Ayl
subsequentmeeting with DavidLangford the new Directo of Planning and Transport at
Nottinghamshire CountyCounci] we decided that the only way left to us to take our
campaign forward, was to get the County Council,do aPublicPath CreationOrder,
under Sectior25 of the Highways Act 198@ enable the proposed approach paflust
north of the underpasssubway, to be created
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