
Minutes of the Pedals Nottingham Cycle Campaign Organising Meeting held on 
Monday April 20, at the Vat and Fiddle public house, NG2 1NB

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

Apologies for absence received from:-
Susan Young 
Mark Beaven 
Andrew Martin
Florian Batstone

Present:-
Dave Smith (DS) (Chair)
Hugh McClintock (HMcC) (Minute taker)
Brendan McCabe (BMcC)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)
Cameron Bonser (CB)
Thomas Madar (TM)

2. Minutes of the Pedals AGM held on 16 March 2026 and matters arising

The minutes were agreed

3. Issues newcomers might wish to raise.

None

Items deferred from AGM and monthly meeting (March 16):

4. Treasurer’s Annual Report (David Nicholson-Cole)

DNC presented his Annual Report, delayed by the recent IT problems with the Coop Online Banking.

He said that we had a balance of £5391 in our Coop account and £10,000 in total, with, once again, 
this year, relatively few significant outgoings.

He said that the Triodos account was a bit of a mystery and wondered whether we should consider 
closing it. Action: It was agreed that he should discuss with Susan Young and Iain Lane as past 
Treasurers.

There was some discussion as to whether or not we should keep the Coop as our main account 
though realising that any move of account might well result in many of our Supporters not 
responding to any request to change their Standing Orders, thus increasing the risk of losing them 
and their very valuable source of donations.

DNC said that he was willing to continue to be Treasurer, and was warmly thanked for all his work on 
this.

1



5. Update on Rushcliffe Country Park cycle hostile barriers, next steps

HMcC said that he had after our previous meeting approached Duncan Dollimore, the Head of 
Campaigns at Cycling UK, to help get well-informed and precise advice on how best to challenge the 
installation of the barriers, bearing in mind that they were not on a designated public footpath or 
bridleway where different legislation applied. He said that Duncan Dollimore had acknowledged his 
email but said that something else, urgent, had cropped up so he could not give a fuller response 
until later. However, he had still not yet responded again, despite HMcC sending a further message 
to remind him.

6. Meeting with James Naish MP about upgrade of the subway under the A52 south of Sharp 
Hill (now deferred to May 8)

HMcC said that there had been a series of problems in finding a generally convenient date for this 
site meeting but that, thanks to help from BMcC, this had now been fixed for 8 May. He and Brendan
would be representing Pedals and Steve Parkhouse Notts Ramblers.  He had hoped that Cllr. Jen 
Walker and Dave Mackrory would also be able to join us but it turned out that neither were available
on that date, unfortunately.

To help prepare for the meeting, and to make the most of the limited time available, he said that he 
was drafting an Illustrated Timeline to give the full background to this tortuous campaign over the 
last 27 years or so! He would soon circulate a draft for comments to other people and organisations 
most involved, and then send a final version to James Naish MP a week before the meeting, with 
copies to the wider A52 Active Travel Partnership group and other individual people involved.

7. Tri-County bridge ('RoSChet') update: autumn meeting with ITP

HMcC mentioned the recent useful update letter from Stephanie Meyers of the ITP by Haskoning 
Transport Planning Consultancy (working for Rushcliffe Borough Council and Uniper, the owners of 
the site of the former Ratcliffe on Soar Power Station, and emphasised that we needed to keep 
plugging away at getting wider support for this as a long-term project, especially bearing in mind the 
recent announcement of extra Government expenditure for transport-related proposals for the site.

To help this further he again said that we should follow-up the successful presentation on the 
proposals to a meeting in Leicester in January and recommended that this  should take the form of a 
online meeting, to be arranged sometime in early November, a few weeks after the EMCF meeting 
we were hosting and where we could also promote further interest and support. It would be good to
fix a date for this soon and start to publicise it.

This was welcomed, as was a suggestion from CB that to call it the “Tri-County” bridge was much 
more appealing than the present temporary name “the RoSChet” Bridge.

8. Waterside Bridge update: latest progress and opening ceremony on June 2 at 12 noon

The recent announcement of the date of the Bridge opening (June 2), and the Family Fun Day on 
Sunday 12 June, were warmly welcomed and it was agreed that we should take the opportunities to 
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promote Pedals and our key involvement in the campaign for the Bridge, as well as our aspirations 
for further foot-cycle bridges across the Trent.

It was agreed that SS would organise the printing of 300 more Pedals business cards to hand out.

HMcC offered to lead the proposed Pedals Bridge opening celebration circular ride, departing from 
outside the Vat and Fiddle at 5.30pm on Tuesday 2nd June. Depending on the numbers turning up this
might well need other people to help with marshalling and acting as back-markers, and we might 
well also need to split into smaller groups.

HMcC also reminded people that he was keen to arrange for someone wiling to take Steve Brazier 
(who for many years has had serious sight problems) on a tandem for the Bridge opening. Steve has 
been a key figure in the life of Pedals, not only as a Member/Supporter from almost the very 
beginning, but also for about 15 years a Planner with the City Council who acted as their unofficial 
Cycling Officer for many years before such an official post had been created. He was also a strong 
supporter of the Bridge Project. Andrew Martin had said that he was willing to take Steve on a 
tandem for the opening ceremony, subject to agreement of details of pre and post support, to be 
discussed with Steve’s wife who does not cycle. Agreed that this offer was very welcome.

9. Update on the changed layout at the Tollhouse Hill end of Maid Marian Way

There had been no further comments to add to those made several weeks ago by Anthony of Zig-Zag
tours, despite the various criticisms we had at the time that this scheme was proposed. It was 
pointed out by SS that this might well be in part because the opening of the through route via The 
Green Heart mean that fewer people were now cycling through the Tollhouse Hill junction.

10. Clarifying the campaign message for future work on cycling at, to and from schools and 
other children's cycling issues.

To stimulate discussion on this item DS asked “Is this a campaign and, if so, who is in charge, and 
who will be championing particular initiatives”? Without satisfactory answers it was suggested that 
we drop this campaign idea, especially in view of the lack of any responses to DNC’s recently 
circulated survey to schools.

SS suggested that to get anywhere, we needed to focus on particular schools, teachers and parents 
willing to help, e.g. in setting up Bike Buses, as he had done with a school in Sherwood. Such 
personal connections were vital, as BMcC also agreed from his experience.

HMcC suggested that before taking any decision on what if any campaigning to do on this issue, we 
should first have thorough discussions with others already doing vital work on this area. That 
included Susan Young and Andrew Martin from Pedals who were also very experienced Ridewise 
Instructors, James Thatcher from the Walk Wheel Cycle Trust, and relevant City and County Council 
Officers. Such discussions might then help us identify where we could play a useful supportive role

11. East Midlands Cycling Forum (EMCF) Saturday 3rd October meeting: “Save the date”, and 
facilities details e.g. PC projector, refreshments provision, volunteer list.

Although Susan Young could after all not make the meeting she had on 18th April circulated a note of 
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what she regarded as several points that we still needed to discuss:-
“I have looked through the information Hugh passed to me and all that seemed to have been booked
or discussed with the venue is a room and that we would need to pay extra for the caretaker or 
kitchen access.

Later discussion at a later Pedals meeting suggested we need:

Tech -   Laptop

        Projector

       Roving microphone & cables if not wireless 

       Cables/Extension leads to connect laptop to projector

      Can we project onto the wall?

Catering - will there be sufficient:

       Jugs for water

       Glasses    

       Mugs    

      Plates or will we provide (preference)  

      Access to more water for drinks and to refill the urn  

I suggest we change the booking to finish at 3pm and clear room before going on ride (have car to 
store things whilst cycling)

Kitchen access 10-12.30 to store food before lunch, rinse mugs between arrival and lunch, if 
necessary, refill urn

We can access the car park up until 5pm

We are looking at around 45-50 participants

Have a think regarding any other ideas we need to consider regarding the venue.”

DS commented in response to Susan’s points that there is a ceiling projector on the wall which we 
can use and that we will need some extension leads though and an HDMI cable (I expect). He said 
that he has a laptop we can use and we will need to visit to make sure it all works OK a day or three 
beforehand. There is a £75 cash Caretaker fee for using the Centre at the weekend.

Samuel has committed his PA speaker and bluetooth mic.

Agreed that we would need to pay a further £35 to use the kitchen (but only if warming food).

Some people questioned whether we needed to limit the number of participants to 45-50 and it was 
agreed to discuss this again later. The starting position is that the event is primarily for Cycling 
campaigners and related organisations, e.g. Walk Wheel Trust, Ridewise, Active Travel England etc.

HMcC suggested that when we start to send out an Eventbrite booking link, probably in July, we take 
the opportunity, as Cycle Chesterfield had done with their EMCF meeting last October and include a 
photo of some of their cyclists riding on a new flagship infrastructure project, on Chatsworth Road. 
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We might well wish to include a photo of the Waterside Bridge opening or our celebration ride that 
evening, he suggested.

New items:

11. Comments on draft list of items for the CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting on June 1,
to be finalised by April 21, to Hugh McClintock.

BMcC said that he was willing, with HMcC, to attend the subgroup meeting on 1 June.

HMcC said that Helen Berry, the CAWAG Chair, had suggested including some information on Pedals 
activities and so he now proposed to do this, e.g. on our plans for the EMCF meeting on 2 October.

HMcC said that he was now intending to ask for written responses from the Walk Wheel Cycle Trust, 
a week before the meeting, along with the ones from the City and County Councils and National 
Highways.

12. Nottingham Cycle Map edit – 2026: request from Jenny Howsego for Pedals to suggest 
changes. 24 April deadline for comments, to Hugh McClintock.

HMcC thanked those people, particularly Kev Swindells and Arthur Williams, who had already sent in
very useful detailed comments to add to several he had now submitted.
He also mentioned that, while the intention had been to publish the new map in time for the 
Waterside Bridge opening on 2 June, it was now unlikely to appear until September. He hoped 
however that this would be in time for our stall at the Nottingham Green Festival, on Sunday 13 th 
September.

13. Request for items for the next Pedals Newsletter (no 123, Spring-Summer 2026) due to go 
to press on 12 May (tbc) to Hugh McClintock

HMcC confirmed that he aimed to get this finalised and circulated a few days before our next 
meeting.

14. Promotion idea: Pedals feature in Left Lion magazine? (Cameron Bonser)

This suggestion was very much welcomed. HMcC offered to help, if CB wished.

15. Plans for other Pedals events this summer, e.g, Kidical Mass and stalls at the Green Hustle 
(Sat May 30) and Nottingham Green Festival (Sun Sept 13).

Plans for the next Kidical Mass not yet certain, SS said.

No details yet of the Green Hustle on Saturday 30 May, 3 days before the opening of the Waterside 
Bridge, but DNC said that he should again be able to help with at least a one-man Pedals presence.

David Lally had said some months ago that he and his van would not be available this year to 
transport our stuff to the Green Festival but DNC said that he be able to do this in his car.

16. Proposal to have the Pedals meeting earlier – i.e. 5:30 or 6pm – 'early doors’.
This suggestion, from BMcC, was unanimously agreed (5.30pm), on a trial basis, with effect from our 
next meeting, on Monday 15th June.
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17. Any other business

Agreed that SS should organise flyers for Critical and Kidical Mass (double-sided printing) at a likely 
cost of £8, as well as the further supply of Business Cards, for use at the Bridge Opening on Tuesday 2
June and the Bridge Family Fun Day on Sunday 14th June

Minute taker for Monday 18th May Pedals meeting:

BMcC volunteered.
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