Minutes of the Pedals monthly meeting held on Monday 16 February 2026 at 7pm
at the Vat and Fiddle PH, Queen’s Bridge Road, Nottingham

1. Welcome, and apologies for absence

Apologies for absence from:-
Andrew Martin
Arthur Williams

Present:-

Dave Smith (DS) (Chair)
Hugh McClintock (HMcC) (Minute-taker)
Thomas Madar (TM)
Brendan McCabe (BMcC)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)
Susan Young (SY)

Roland Backhouse (RB)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)
Mark Beaven (MB)
Cameron Bonser (CB)

2. Minutes of the 19 January meeting and review of matters arising including campaign updates:-
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting

3. Replacement bag for the new Pedals table-top folding display boards? DNC/DL/SY
DNC said that he thought that his wife, Celsa, might be willing to make a new bag, using materials
from Sneinton Market. Agreed that he would sound her out and report back.

4. New cycle-hostile barriers installed at Rushcliffe Country Park access points: Freedom of
Information Request to Rushcliffe Borough Council and subsequent follow-up to obtain wider
support (Samuel Shoesmith & Hugh McClintock)

HMcC said that he had approached ClIr. Jen Walker who said that, while she was aware of several
individual complaints about the new barriers, she was not aware of any complaints from any local
groups in the Ruddington area.

HMcC said that he had also again approached Lorraine Salt-Pulford, the Secretary of the Rushcliffe

Disabilities Inclusion Group, to ask her what they thought of the barriers, and that, though she had
not seen them, she was very concerned about the design, judging by the photo which he had sent.

He would now be contacting her to arrange a site visit to inspect them and then discuss how Pedals
and RDIG might coordinate their opposition to what, Peter Briggs had emphasised, were definitely

illegal barriers, and then, he suggested perhaps get advice from Duncan Dollimore at Cycling UK, on
how best to take this further.

5. Update on the campaign to get the County Council to repair and reopen the Cotgrave Greenway
including the petition recently submitted by James Naish MP with the support of Councillors
Roger Upton and Richard Butler. (Hugh McClintock)

No further news other than the comment from David Langford, the County Council’s Director of



Planning and Transport, to Alan Simpson, that the matter was very complex and that legal
proceedings were ongoing, and a brief comment from James Naish MP, that there was some
chance, in due course, of the County Council getting funding support for the repair work from
EMCCA.

Update on Proposal for Notts County Council now to take the lead in drafting a path Creation
Order for upgrading the subway-underpass of the A52 south of Sharp Hill and its approaches
including proposed meeting on 13 March with James Naish MP. (Brendan McCabe & Hugh
McClintock)

BMcC and HMcC said that a date for the meeting had now been fixed, although further details on
the type of meeting and venue were still awaited. James Naish had said that he preferred to have a
small group of no more than 4-5 people, and we therefore were proposing that this include BMcC,
HMcC, local RBC Councillor Jen Walker, Steve Parkhouse from The Ramblers, and Dave Mackrory
(Independent Objector), all of who had given evidence to the A52 Compulsory Purchase Order and
Side Road Orders Public Inquiry last July.

When the details of the meeting were fixed, HMcC said, we would also make a point of keeping all
the other interested people and organisations informed, in case they might wish to write to James
Naish to restate and confirm their support for our campaign. We should also keep them informed of
the outcome of the meeting.

Update on “RoSChet” proposals including presentation to cyclists in Leicester on Sunday 25"
January and possible further meeting in Nottingham in the autumn (Hugh McClintock)

HMcC and DS gave a brief report on this meeting which was well-attended and had gone well.
Several people have now asked if there would be a similar meeting in Nottingham and it was agreed
that this was a good idea, perhaps involving an online meeting, and held this autumn, after the
EMCF meeting we are hosting on 3™ October

Update on work to complete the Waterside Foot-Cycle Bridge by the end of May and plans for
opening celebrations by the City Council and Pedals, etc. (Hugh McClintock & Samuel Shoesmith)

HMcC said that there was no fresh news to report since the recent confirmation that the Bridge was
still on course for completion by the end of May, with work now underway on the ramps, the
connecting smaller bridge across the mouth of Trent Basin, landscaping, lighting and further
weather proofing of the whole structure, as well as completion of the upgrading of the nearby
south bank riverside path and the other related junction improvements in the Radcliffe Road /
Ladybay area.

There was then some discussion about the recent plans for the route between the north bank
landing and the City Centre via Daleside Road and the Island Site. HMcC emphasised that the
scheme now being constructed on Daleside Road, with improved crossing facilities at the Daleside
Road / Meadows Way / Manvers Street roundabout, was only an interim improvement, with more
substantial improvements to follow later, integrated with the next phase of the Trent Basin housing
development. This might include a continuous route on the north side of the bridge over the
railway and nearby Manvers Street, to and from the Island site, which would enable cyclists to avoid
having to cross over Daleside Road and then cross back again.

Promoting cycling to schools, including bike buses, and generally among young people, including
David Nicholson-Cole’s survey (Samuel Shoesmith, Brendan McCabe and David NC) and proposal



for Pedals to draft a comprehensive map of safe routes to Schools, etc. (Roland Backhouse).

DNC said that the response to his survey from Schools so far had been disappointing, perhaps
because schools now had so many other more pressing demands on their time.

RB said that his particular concern with promoting maps of safe routes to Schools arose from the
fact that his grandson was due to start secondary school next autumn and he wished to be sure that
there would be a safe route to and from Rushcliffe Spencer Academy. However, he said, he would
be away for the next two Pedals meetings and so unable to take this further for now. Meanwhile, SY
suggested, he should contact Via-EM Ltd, and say that, although his grandson had had cycle
training, he was very concerned that he might now have no safe route to cycle to his new school.

DS proposed that, at our next meeting, we should agree on a simple phrase to make clear what this
campaign was all about. MB said that it could perhaps take the form of an acronym.

10. Timetable and volunteer roles for planning the next East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum to be
hosted by Pedals in Nottingham Saturday 3™ October 2025 including costs / subsidy, including
refreshments and lunch, “save the date” publicity arrangements, handling of bookings, etc., with
particular reference to Susan’s recently circulated very helpful list of detailed suggestions (Dave
Smith, Susan Young & Hugh McClintock).

SY drew attention to the very comprehensive list she had drafted of what needed to be done, both
in the run-up to the event and on the day, when, she estimated, we would need a minimum of 16
volunteers to help.

She said that she was prepared to act as overall coordinator, in close consultation with DS and
HMcC, etc, and this offer was warmly welcomed and accepted.

Nearer the time we might consider creating a special WhatsApp group of those most involved in
planning the event.

It was also agreed that the main priority now was to get out a “Save the date message” to everyone
who might be interested, using, if possible, the list of attendees at the last EMCF meeting, in
Chesterfield, last November, as well as our own direct contacts and social media outlets. DS agreed
to sound out Alistair Meikle and Martin Farr at Cycle Chesterfield about possible use of their
contacts.

Agreed that we should also soon post basic information about the event on the Pedals website, to
be expanded later.

There was also agreement with SY’s view that we did want the event to get too big and that we
should aim to get no more than 50 people.

We should use Eventbrite for booking and probably aim to get this set up and publicised from July,
if we could find someone with relevant experience to organise this.

11. Report on East Midlands Railway/Cycle capacity on new trains campaign. (Dave Smith.)



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

DS said that he continued to seek cyclists/supporters to approach their MPs. A fruitful contact,
Steve Jones, the Secretary of Railfuture East Midlands, invited him to their recent meeting. This
meeting featured 2 Derby MPs, Baggy Shanker and Catherine Atkinson, both very interested in Rail.
Baggy Shanker is on the Committee examining the Bill to set up Great British Railways and this will
include a Rolling Stock Strategy which will give an opportunity to mandate improved cycle capacity
in future new trains. DS also mentioned that Jean Baird of the Derby Cycling Group offered to try
and get DCG to approach Baggy Shanker. DS also had a useful discussion with Anthony Kay from
Loughborough and Railfuture, who has now written an excellent letter to Jeevan Sandher, MP for
Loughborough. We've still not recorded a campaign contact with Alex Norris (Nottingham North),
Adam Thompson (Erewash) or any of the 3 Leicester MPs.

NFFC City Ground expansion planning watch and contacts. (Brendan McCabe/Mark
Beaven/HMcC)

No further developments to report since the submission of the detailed Pedals response
Other items:-

Message of 23 January from Ken Timmis of the Derby Cycling Group asking for Pedals
involvement in the proposed Ayup Bikes Derby Bike Festival to be held in Derby's renovated
Market Hall on 18 April 2026.

We weren't sure that our usual supporter recruitment approach at events would be appropriate in
Derby, given that it's Derby Cycling Group's 'turf', however we are happy to publicise the event on
Pedals' social media. DS said he would write to Ken Timmis.

Possible Pedals Support for the new campaign for West Bridgford to have its own Town Council,
coordinated by Geri Griffin, Secretary of the Central West Bridgford Community Association and a
very long standing Pedals Supporter. (survey closes on 2 March) (Hugh McClintock)

Agreed to leave this to individual Supporters living in the West Bridgford area to follow-up if they
wished, via: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WBTowncouncil

Government Consultation on options for Local Government Reorganisation in Nottinghamshire:
Possible Pedals response (deadline: 26 March) (Hugh McClintock).

Agreed to leave this to individual Supporters to follow-up if they wished.
The link is Local government reorganisation in Nottinghamshire and Nottingham - GOV.UK

Minute taker for 16 March AGM and monthly meeting:

Thomas Madar confirmed that he was willing to do this.

SY asked for an agenda item proposing that we ratify her recent suggested changes to update our
constitution

Any other business including items which any newcomers might wish to raise.

CB raised the issue of local bike shops and repair workshops, a vital resources but often lacking in
some areas such as the City Centre.

SY said that she was aware of lots of local bike workshops and it was agreed that we should
publicise details of these, both on the Pedals website and in our next newsletter, due to go to press
in May.


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WBTowncouncil
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-nottinghamshire-and-nottingham

