
Minutes of Pedals Meeting held at the Vat and Fiddle on Monday 19 January 2026 
at 7:00pm

Present
Mark Beaven (MB)
Cameron Bonser (CB)
Marian Kelsey (MK)
Andrew Kingdon (AK)
Thomas Madar (TM) (Minutes)
Hugh McClintock (HMcC)
Tim Saunders (TS)
Dave Smith (DS)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)
Susan Young (SY)

Apologies for absence
Roland Backhouse
Florian Batstone
Brendan McCabe
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)

Primary Items

1) Welcome, and apologies for any absence.

2) Minutes of the Last Meeting (Monday 15th December)
These were accepted as a true record of the December meeting

3) Replacement Bag for the New Pedals Table-Top Folding Display Boards (DNC, 
David Lally and SY)
SY maintained that a good bag may be obtained from a good homewares store such as 
IKEA or B & M, or from an on-line retailer such as e-bay. A search yielded two possible 
on-line retailers (www.diy.com or www.ebay.co.uk).  HMcC suggested a minimum 
dimensions of 85 cm width, 45cm height and 8 cm depth.

4) Report from December Meeting to Discuss the Regeneration of the Broadmarsh 
Area (HMcC)
Very little was discussed this evening. Pedals is analysing responses from the last 
meeting. There was a suggestion that cycle paths in this area are constructed such that 
they provide access to the South end of Maid Marian Way. HMcC said that this provides 
a good opportunity to press for improved provision between Canal Street and the 
Tollhouse Hill end of Maid Marian Way.

5) Bicycle Hostile Barriers Installed at Rushcliffe Country Park (SS)
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SS suggested campaigning with local disability groups using the Equality Act to make a 
case for the removal of bicycle hostile barriers (steel kissing gates) guarding the 
entrances to Rushcliffe Country Park. Not only do they obstruct cyclists, but mobility 
scooters and wheelchairs as well. However, Rushcliffe Borough Council have the 
excuse that the main gate is open during working hours when the park keeper is there, 
and that if these barriers are not there, then the park will be invaded by illegal 
motorcyclists.

Escalation is difficult since Rushcliffe Country Park is owned by Rushcliffe Borough 
Council. Agreed that HMcC should contact the Rushcliffe Disability Group to help 
campaign for the removal of the barriers. It may be worth contacting other local 
disability groups in the Ruddington area: Cllr. Jen Walker will advise. If the problem 
persists, then it is well worth contacting nation-wide groups.

MB suggested conducting research to identify the most powerful means of taking 
action against Rushcliffe Borough Council to force them to remove the barriers. This 
may include the following:

  Contacting the Press (both local and national)
  Winning the support of as many people as possible who have a disability and 

rely on a mobility scooter, wheelchair or electric bicycle as their primary means of 
conveyance

  Winning the support of cyclists who use tandems or trailers
  Publicise photographs of these barriers
  Ultimately, take Rushcliffe Borough Council to Court

 Peter Briggs suggested contacting the Local Authority Ombudsman.

6) The Re-opening of the Cotgrave Greenway (HMcC)
Nottinghamshire County Council make the excuse that the repair and re-opening of 
the Cotgrave Greenway is very complicated and that the travellers who damaged the 
Greenway should take responsibility. There is no definite funding allocated for this 
repair, but it remains the responsibility of Nottinghamshire County Council to address 
this issue.

The embankment supporting a section of the Cotgrave Greenway was damaged when 
travellers at a caravan site cut into it to create a near-vertical drop from the level of the 
Greenway to the level of the caravan site. This put the embankment at risk of sudden 
collapse resulting in the closure of the Greenway for safety reasons. The area under 
the embankment has been used for dumping rubbish. A petition signed by 2,600 
people was presented to Parliament on 15th December by James Naish MP.

This petition was also presented to Nottinghamshire County Council by Councillors 
Roger Upton and Richard Butler with the simple request that the council’s 2026/2027 
budget includes funding for the repair of the Greenway.

7) Upgrade of the A52 Subway Underpass South of Sharp Hill (HMcC)
Pedals is keeping up pressure on Nottinghamshire County Council to have the public 
footpath passing under the A52 upgraded to a well-surfaced cycle path. Such an 
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upgrade would benefit the inhabitants of the village of Ruddington, in particular the 
students of Rushcliffe Spencer Academy across the A52.

Plan B is to get the County Council to initiate a Path Creation Order for the progress of 
the upgrade. Alan Simpson is involved in this campaign. He will inform HMcC if there is 
any further information from David Langford, the new County Council Director of 
Planning and Transport. The owner of the land through which the upgraded path is 
projected to run continues to oppose this upgrade.

There are other public rights of way, but they do not connect well to existing cycle 
paths. If all else fails, pressure may be put on the County Council to improve the 
surface of the existing path which is the subject of this section.

8) The “RoSChet” Bridge Including Leicester Presentation at 6:30pm on Sunday 
25th January (HMcC)
The meeting will be held at the Leicester Secular Centre at 6:30pm on Sunday 25th 
January.

9) The Promotion of Cycling to Young People, especially to Schools (Roland 
Backhouse)
This topic will be discussed at the next meeting.

10) Rushcliffe Borough Council Planning Application for the Extension of the 
Nottingham Forest Football Ground
Nottingham Forest Football Club has applied for planning permission to extend their 
ground. This extension will increase the pedestrian traffic on the nearby riverside cycle 
path, in which case this path should be widened to accommodate this extra demand. 
Of especial reference is the section of this path which runs under Trent Bridge.

The riverside path will become more of a shared path for pedestrians and cyclists. We 
should scrutinise the plans to ensure that we are happy with the provision for cyclists.

While the extension works are taking place, a way through should be maintained for 
pedestrians and cyclists. There should be a well thought out construction management 
plan through the various phases of construction with the aim of minimising any 
riverside path closures.

When the extension is completed, there will also be a great increase in parking 
provision for cyclists from twenty to one hundred and forty stands.

There should also be a plan to improve pedestrian facilities along London Road to cope 
with the increased footfall as a result of the planned extension. 

And do not forget motorised traffic. Southbound traffic levels after the final whistle has 
blown are extremely high and exacerbated by drivers, often one to a vehicle, taking 
routes which avoid traffic management measures.
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HMcC said that he would soon be submitting a Pedals response to this application 
taking on board the various comments.

11) Timetable and Roles for Planning the Next East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum on 
Saturday 3rd October (DS, SY and HMcC)
We need to discuss how we are going to finance this event. We are faced with choosing 
between levying a charge or making a provision for voluntary donations. SS suggested 
renting a card machine, but it was decided that this was not worth hassle and the 
expense. A decision was made to accept only cash donations into a donation box which 
will be provided at the event.
Action on SY and DS to make plans for this event and to bring them to the next Pedals 
meeting on 16th February, including drafting a “Save the Date” message for early wide 
circulation.

12) Possible revived City Council Proposal for a Foot-Cycle Bridge Connecting 
Clifton Grove with Beeston Rylands (HMcC)
AK is enthusiastic for a bridge to be built across this stretch of the River Trent (to the 
West of Clifton Bridge) as there has not been a bridge built in this region for a very 
long time. This bridge should be a pillar-supported bridge and not a pontoon bridge 
for safety reasons. People may use a pontoon bridge as a diving platform thus raising 
the risk of drowning accidents. DS said he would contact Neil Wilmott to make clear 
that we did not favour his suggestion for a pontoon type bridge.

AK suggested campaigning for this bridge after the new Waterside Bridge has been
completed and its success assessed. He asserted that it would provide a good link for a 
route to Stapleford or Wollaton Park. 

We would need, if this regains momentum, to be ready to counter arguments that this 
bridge will encourage the spread of crime and vandalism. These sorts of comments 
often arise with bridge proposals and indeed were expressed about the Waterside 
bridge. 
Action: HMcC to mention our support for this new bridge in our response to the EMCCA 
Transport Plan consultation.

13) EMCCA Local Transport Plan Public Consultation
HMcC has assembled a draft submission which will be finalised on 26th January in time 
for the deadline on the 8th of February. He curated our responses from the last 
meeting for this list.

He would include Roland Backhouse’s suggestions for a focus on children with a wish-
list featuring
 safe routes which children may use to cycle to school and to other venues such as 
clubs and sports facilities.
 Appropriate training so that children may cycle safely
  An end to the banning of bicycles in schools
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To this end, SY queried the provision of funds for Bike-ability training, pointing out that 
if children are not able to cycle due to lack of safe routes the funding is largely wasted.

Other priority issues to include are the following:-
 Stronger priority for active travel measures including safe routes to key facilities such 
as shopping centres and transport hubs.
 The development of a well signposted active travel network.
 An expansion of bicycle hire services such as Lime Bikes, both in terms of bicycles 
available and areas into which they are allowed. Currently, Lime Bikes may only be 
used in the Nottingham City area and not in outlying areas.
 Expanded 20 mph speed limit areas to make local streets safer for active travel 
participants
 Better integration of cycling with public transport such as adequate provision for the
carriage of bicycles on trains.

14) Outstanding Infrastructure Issues for the Next Cycling and Walking Advisory 
Group (CAWAG) Infrastructure Subgroup Meeting
The usual updates will be implemented on the list of issues in time for the next CAWAG
Infrastructure Subgroup meeting on 2 March 2026. This list will be submitted by 22 
January for written responses from the City and County Councils and National 
Highways. The list will include a discussion on the clearance of snow from cycle paths 
and several dozen other issues to be addressed to the City Council, the County Council 
and National Highways.
Action:- on HMcC to finalise this list in the next couple of days.

15) Request for Pedals Support for the Climate and Nature Bill.
The implementation of the Climate and Nature Bill is being delayed by the 
Government, but if it becomes law, it will make international commitments which the 
UK has made but not yet fulfilled legally binding.

Several environmentally aware individuals and organisations support this bill including 
the London Cycling Campaign and the Worthing Cycle Forum.
Action: DS to write and confirm support for the Zero Hour Campaign Group which 
backs up this bill. This is done by filling out an on-line form to register support.

16) Proposals from Susan Young for Updating the Pedals Constitution
SY said that Technological progress has made it necessary to add some small 
alterations to the Pedals Constitution as follows:
 In response to correspondence, it should be as acceptable to reply electronically be e-
mail as it is to reply in writing either sent by Royal Mail or delivered in person.
 Virtual meetings over a medium such as Zoom or M/S Teams should be permitted.
The Constitution is on the Discussion Board and is due to be signed off next month.

17) Calling the Pedals Annual General Meeting (AGM).
We need to give notice of the Pedals AGM one calendar month before it takes place, on 
Monday 16th March, we need to call this on Monday 16th February.
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18) Gritting of Cycle Tracks by Local Authorities and National Highways
This item has been dealt with in Point 14 of these minutes (Issues for the Next CAWAG 
Meeting)

19) Any Other Business.
a) Poor Provision for Bicycles on Trains and Buses
The poor level of provision for bicycles on trains remains, even on the new EMR Aurora 
rolling stock, which is starting to come into service. If you wish to take your bicycle on 
an Intercity (London bound) train, you must now reserve a space for your bicycle in 
advance (which implies that the available space for bicycles on trains remains 
restricted). DS has reminded the East Midlands Combined County Authority about this 
issue.

Pedals is assembling a list of MPs through whose constituencies the main line runs 
through to rally support for the provision of adequate bicycle storage space on trains. 
However, MPs are not obliged to answer you or to support your concerns if you do not 
live in their constituency, so Pedals is still looking for supporters, or contacts of 
supporters, who live in Nottingham North (Alex Norris MP), Derby South (Baggy 
Shanker MP) as well as Erewash, Leicester, Harborough and Kettering constituencies 
who would like to help by writing to their MP. (Points to make are listed on the Pedals 
website.)

DS distributed chits to Pedals members with the aim of drumming up support for the 
campaign to improve provision for bicycles to be conveyed on trains. Each chit has a 
QR code which gives access to the appropriate page of Pedals’ website.

MB stated that there was a clear business opportunity to provide adequate bicycle 
storage on trains. Cyclists may wish to use a train to take them to a venue from where 
they can access and explore a long-distance cycle path.

SY then moved the discussion to buses. She suggested that buses serving venues 
popular with tourists should be equipped with bicycle racks on which bicycles can be 
conveyed.

b) Potholes in Holme Lane
MB stated that Nottinghamshire County Council no longer accepted directions from 
the ‘fill that hole’ website run by Cycling UK. He additionally stated that in Holme Lane, 
the surface is in very bad condition both inside and outside the gated section. In wet 
weather, potholes hidden under the surface of a puddle pose a substantial danger to 
cyclists. HMcC agree to take this up again with Cllr. Roger Upton.

20) Plans for the February Meeting
The meeting will be held at the Vat and Fiddle on Monday 16th February at 7pm.
 Chair: Dave Smith
 Minutes Hugh McClintock
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