
Minutes of Pedals Meeting

Held at the Vat and Fiddle on Monday 17 November 2025 at 7:00pm

Present
Hilary Backhouse (HB)
Roland Backhouse (RB)
Cameron Bonser (CB)
Marian Kelsey (MK)
Thomas Madar (TM) (Minutes)
Brendan McCabe (BMcC)
Hugh McClintock (HMcC) (Meeting Chair)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)
Tim Saunders (TS)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)

Apologies
David Lally
Dave Smith
Susan Young

Primary Items
1) Welcome, and apologies for any absence.

2) Minutes of the Last Meeting (Monday 20th October)
These were accepted as a true record of the last meeting. The following actions and issues arising 
from the October meeting were discussed:

a) Acquisition of a new bag for the folding display boards
We still lack a new bag to for the display boards. The existing bag is falling apart and urgently 
requires replacement. An e-mail was sent to Dave Clark who publicised an appeal on Facebook. 
David Lally tried cleaning the old bag, but it was beyond repair.

b) Rushcliffe Country Park access point barriers
Alistair Glenn, the Country Park Manager, was responsible for installing metal barriers at access 
points to Rushcliffe Country Park which are not easily negotiable by cyclists and wheelchair users.
This has resulted in access being forced by fences being pushed down either side of these barriers. 
Alistair refused to talk to David N-C about their removal. This has resulted in agreement that 
Pedals should make a formal complaint

Action on Samuel Shoesmith to exercise a Freedom of Information Request to Rushcliffe Borough
Council with a number of questions about these barriers. This will mirror a similar successful 



action on Northampton Borough Council where a freedom of information request by Samuel 
successfully resulted in barriers being removed.

Rushcliffe Borough Council fear motorcyclists abusing the paths in Rushcliffe Country Park which
is why they have installed these barriers. HMcC pointed out other situations where other borough 
councils, fearful of motorcyclist abuse, have installed barriers difficult for cyclists and wheelchair 
users to negotiate. Samuel Shoesmith was successful in the case he took up in Northamptonshire 
and the use of barriers or other access controls on off-road paths was now strongly discouraged in 
the most recent DfT Guidance on Cycle Infrastructure Design, in Local Transport Note 1/20.

By making access difficult for wheelchair users, the Rushcliffe Country Park access barriers are in 
breach of the Equality Act, as Peter Briggs had consistently maintained.

c) Glow Ride which took place on 22 October
Susan Young reported that this Glow Ride was extremely successful with over sixty people 
attending the event. Cyclists of all abilities participated along the five-mile route. The Press was 
interested too and enjoyed riding along with the participants. Pedals thanks for Samuel Shoesmith 
for organising this event.

An issue with unlit cycle paths such as Birdcage Walk was raised. Vulnerable people, especially 
women, find these dangerous to use at night. The only other alternative for these users is to ride 
along hostile roads.

d) Proposed survey of cycling promotion in Schools
DN-C is conducting a survey of what schools are promoting cycling and how they do it. David will
send the survey form by e-mail to every school in Nottingham, and nearby, and await responses. 
He will use a list of school e-mail addresses compiled by Samuel Shoesmith. HMcC said that 
Helen of Ridewise should be able help in providing contacts and commenting on the draft 
questionnaire, as well in obtaining and distributing the resulting statistical information. He also 
again reminded DNC that he should similarly consult James Thatcher of the Walk Wheel Cycle 
Trust (formerly Sustrans) who is responsible in this areas for their work on promoting cycling to 
schools.

Please note! When David was at school, cycling facilities were excellent with a bicycle shed space 
for every pupil and cycling proficiency lessons available.

e) Waterside Bridge Lift on 10th November and Next Steps
Despite the rain towards the end of the morning, this was a very impressive and exciting spectacle 
which was well attended by crowds of people.

When finished, the Waterside Bridge will be of great economic benefit to the area. Now that the 
bridge has been lifted into place, there remains six months of further work to establish the links to 
the bridge and to build a smaller bridge across the mouth of Trent Basin. When the bridge opens, 
expected in the late spring of next year, HMcC said that Councillor Linda Wooding of Nottingham 
City Council, the Transport Portfolio Holder is keen on the idea of having two groups of 
schoolchildren on bikes meeting in the middle of the new bridge. HMcC suggested that Pedals 
organise an event, perhaps in the early evening, where two processions would begin cycling or 
walking from both sides of the bridge or, alternatively, having one large groups of cyclists  
gathering to start a ride over the bridge from the Colwick Park / Sneinton area, ending up with a 
celebration drink at the Poppy and Pint pub in Lady Bay.

DNC took part in a ceremonial bicycle ride to celebrate the opening of the Regatta Way path. 
Could he do the same for the Waterside Bridge?



We have to keep up campaigning for the upgrading of all paths leading up to the bridge on both 
sides of the river. Currently, some of this access is of inadequate quality. An example is the need to
complete the extension of the riverside path between the new bridge and Meadow Lane Lock, as 
well as to have an improved link between the bridge and the City Centre via Daleside Road and the
Island site. The former would help cyclists to avoid a stretch of road on the north bank of the Trent,
Meadow Lane, running from Trent Bridge to Lady Bay Bridge where vulnerable road users have to
compete for space with motorised traffic.

f) “RoSChet” foot-cycle bridge proposal
The RoSChet foot-cycle bridge, if constructed, will connect Ratcliffe on Soar Power Station to 
Chetwynd Barracks and Toton major regeneration sites. This intended bridge has the support in 
principle of the former Power Station sit owners, Uniper, according to Dr Dawn Rahman, of the 
ITP by Haskoning Transport Planning Consultancy, who has been responsible for producing the 
Transport Strategy for the site on behalf of Uniper and Rushcliffe Borough Council. She has 
recently had a meeting to discuss the proposal with senior Transport Staff of the East Midlands 
Combined Authority (EMCA), and with the Walk Wheel and Cycle Trust (formerly Sustrans). She 
has said that there will be further meetings in the Spring of next year to review progress with the 
proposal and the wider plans for the Power Station site etc.  The bridge will encourage active 
travel and promote economic growth in the EMCCA region.

Alan Simpson, the Sustainable Travel Ambassador for the Mayor, who has made clear his strong 
interest in the proposal, said at our October meeting that the EMCCA Mayor may support a bridge 
which is also used by public transport. It was agreed that we should in principle accept such a 
combination, subject to being consulted on the detailed design but also that we should resist any 
proposal for the implementation of a bridge link which is open to all motor vehicles.

Campaigners in neighbouring counties such as Leicestershire are showing support for the proposed
bridge after HMcC talked to several campaigners, and some officials, about it and got them 
interested. He has also been invited to talk about this bridge in at a meeting in Leicester in January.
This should be a good occasion to promote the idea of the “RoSChet” bridge linking three 
counties.

3) East Midlands Cycling Forum
We will host the next East Midlands Cyclist’s Forum at the Queen’s Walk Community Centre. This 
venue has been strongly recommended by Susan Young and has been endorsed by Dave Smith and 
Hugh McClintock after they visited it on 4 November. Hugh strongly proposes that we proceed with 
booking the venue for the planned date and time (see below), from 9am to 4pm.

This event is planned for Saturday 3rd October 2026 and will coincide with the Nottingham Goose 
Fair. Doors will be open at 10am and the event will start promptly at 10:30am. 

The day will start with an address from the main speaker who will be Alan Simpson. He will be 
allowed 30 minutes to deliver his talk and another 30 minutes to answer questions from the 
audience. This will be followed by a series of updates from local campaign groups (Chesterfield, 
Derby, Leicester and Nottingham). There will then follow a ride around the local facilities, including
the new Waterside Bridge.

The cost of the booking will be £30 per hour for the room (accommodates 100 people), and an 
additional £20 per hour for the caretaker. David N-C will pay £60 in cash as a deposit to the venue.

Once the booking has been made, other items will need to be considered:

 What fee will we charge delegates and to what extend will we subsidise the cost? 



 What accommodations will be made for cyclists (bicycle parking) including folding bikes?

 What catering arrangements will be there? What refreshments will be provided?  Will we 
expect payment or just invite financial contributions!

 How and when will the event be publicised and tickets sold? (Eventbrite booking 
arrangements, displays, updates at regular meetings etc)

 How will volunteers be engaged? (setting up a WhatsApp Group is suggested, to help 
coordinate detailed planning as well as the recruitment of several volunteers to help on the day in 
different roles, including meeting and greeting, helping with IT, and helping to lead / marshal groups
on the ride. 

4) Cotgrave Greenway and Proposed Petition from Roland 
Backhouse

The Cotgrave Greenway is a combined bicycle and footpath. It has sustained some damage which 
has resulted in its closure in the interests of safety for the past two years. Roland Backhouse would 
like this to be repaired and re-opened as this will be a safe alternative to riding on the road and will 
enable him to lead safe circular bicycle tours using it. Roland used to cycle everywhere in his youth 
and desires the same for his grandchildren. 

The circulation of a petition, possibly to Nottinghamshire County Council, and money raised 
through crowdfunding will show the strength of feeling by the local community against this 
prolonged closure and will additionally raise funds for essential repairs. The money required is 
expected to be in excess of six figures. If this campaign is unsuccessful, then the money raised 
through this crowdfunding campaign will be donated to a selected charity.

HMcC said that to be successful a petition in support of the campaign to have the damage repaired 
and the Greenway opened would need the broader support of a variety of local organisations 
including Radcliffe on Trent Parish Council, Notts Ramblers and Notts Cyclists’ Touring Club.  
However, he had already been told by the Ramblers that they were against having a petition. In view
of this, and a feeling that we should focus on the  County Council and the owners of the adjoining 
site, funding the repair work, Roland said that he was not dropping his proposed petition

Radcliffe Parish Council should be in a good position to report on the status of Cotgrave Greenway, 
HMcC suggested, since he knew that they also were very concerned about the long delays in getting 
the route repaired and reopened. David N-C suggested obtaining an appropriate report from the 
County Council detailing the damage to this path using the Freedom of Information Act. He also 
suggested obtaining an independent engineer’s report. There is now an action on David N-C do this. 
Once this report is obtained, it will help Pedals to decide which action to take.

This issue will continue to be the focus of future meetings until it is fully resolved. Local County 
Councillor Roger Upton is now involved in the campaign to repair and re-open the Cotgrave 
Greenway and is petitioning Nottinghamshire County Council for this to take place. This will 



become even more important in six months’ time as this Greenway is an important link to the new 
Waterside Bridge and so more people are very likely to want to use it.

5) East Midlands Combined County Authority Local Transport Plan
There will be a series of public meetings at various public venues throughout the East Midlands, 
examples being Mansfield Bus Station and selected public libraries. 

The East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA) Mayor has promised to support active 
travel and there is a Local Transport Plan Subgroup of the EMCCA Climate Coalition organised by 
Friends of the Earth. This has provided extremely fertile ground for us to share our views to promote
cycling.

To this end, in addition to drafting a general response to the principles and policies in the Plan, 
HMcC will try to find an opportunity to circulate a copy of the Pedals comprehensive response 
made in March 2023 to the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) consultation, 
along with links to the City and Council responses to this Infrastructure Plan and associated 
documents. He will add a list of recent specific suggestions along with more general comments on 
the principles and the draft plan as a whole, to include in our consolidated response.

Amongst our main new suggestions, it was agreed, should be a series of further improved links to 
the new Waterside Bridge and the proposed RoSChet Bridge, again with a series of new and 
improved connections on both banks of the Trent.

We can, at our January meeting, discuss a possible draft revised response, leaving us just in time to 
finalise this and submit it by the deadline in early February.

6) A52 Subway-Sharp Hill Underpass Upgrade 
The subway under the A52 continues to be nearly impassable for cyclists, particularly in wet 
weather. Pedals continues to be engaged in a battle for a much-needed upgrade. There has been 
little, if any progress over the thirty-five years of the campaign. Negotiations have been obstructed 
by a difficult landowner on one side of the A52, and this despite an A52 Active Travel Partnerships 
petition, organised by the Ramblers, in coordination with Pedals and various other local groups and 
signed by more than 2000 people, which was presented to National Highways in 2021.

Nottinghamshire County Council do have powers to implement a path creation order with the 
compulsory purchase of land. We should ask Alan Simpson and the EMCCA Mayor to press the 
County Council to make such an order and associated compulsory purchases to facilitate the 
upgrade. And we must continue to campaign irrespective of road crossings at nearby roundabouts 
such as at the Nottingham Knight and Wheatcroft / Lings Bar roundabouts. Once upgraded, this 
subway would form part of a very good route for cyclists to ride, especially between Edwalton and 
the east side of West Bridgford north of the A52 and, to the south Ruddington and Rushcliffe 
Country Park, etc.

7) The Next Pedals Meeting
Our next meeting will be one with a festive atmosphere and will take place on Monday 15 th of 
December at the usual time (7pm). Provided that some food is purchased and provided by the Vat 
and Fiddle, we can supplement it with our own.



8) Any Other Business.

a) The New Waterside Bridge and Colwick Park
There was a discussion on what effect the new Waterside Bridge would have on the use of Colwick
Park. There were fears that some people might just want to drive to the bridge and attempt to park 
nearby...which would defeat the ultimate purpose of the Bridge. The Bridge is intended to 
discourage motoring and facilitate active travel

b) Lack of Cycle Lanes on Loughborough Road, West Bridgford
There was a discussion on the lack of bicycle lanes on Loughborough Road in comparison with 
similar roads in Derbyshire. Some roads have bicycle lanes separated from the main carriageway 
by a small bump or light bollards, Brendan McCabe pointed out. HMcC pointed out that Active 
Travel England’s general policy on painted cycle lanes now was that most were on balance likely 
to increase, not decrease, dangers for cyclists, and ATE therefore were only prepared to support 
segregated  cycle paths, not cycle lanes.

On the A606 Melton Road, in West Bridgford, the speed limit was reduced from 40 to 30 mph at 
the same time as the cycle lanes were installed about 8 years ago, together improving the safety of 
cyclists, Roland Backhouse pointed out. He also said that Trevor Road in West Bridgford has a 
40mph speed limit and is unpleasant to cycle along and that he considers that the rather wider than 
average cycle lanes in Melton Road are of adequate width.

c) Carrington Street
Despite this being a rare event, we are right to make a fuss over bad bus driver and taxi driver 
behaviour. There was a further discussion on Carrington Street experiences, especially with regard 
to the traffic lights and the problems at the Canal Street junction when pedestrians often walked in 
the cycle paths. For south bound cyclists coming from the Green Heart, passed the Central Library,
it was not clear how best to continue safely across Canal Street towards Nottingham Station, etc.
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