
Minutes of the Pedals monthly meeting held at 7pm on Monday 15th December 2025 at 
the Vat & Fiddle PH, Queen’s Bridge Road, Nottingham

Apologies for absence received from: -
Rachel Haneman. Roland Backhouse.

Present:
Dave Smith (Chair) (DS)
Hugh McClintock (Minute-take) (HMcC)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)
Brendan McCabe (BMcC)
Susan Young (SY)
Thomas Madar (TM)
Tim Saunders (TS)
Mark Beaven (MB)

Minutes of the 17th of November 2025 meeting and matters arising: -

My Ride, Our Right event: 
SS pointed out that it was SY and not him who organised the sound system for this event.

Cycle training in schools:
SY pointed out the differences between arrangements in the City and County Council areas. In the 
City Ridewise had the main responsibility for delivering Bikeability training whereas in the County it 
was Via-EM Ltd in schools that chose to take it up, which many did not.

Freedom of Information request to Rushcliffe Borough Council re justification for the new barriers 
at most Rushcliffe Country Park access points
SS said that he had now submitted our FoI Request. 

SY commented that she wondered what impact the new barriers were having on other Park users, 
e.g. wheelchair and push chair users.

Cotgrave Greenway: campaign for repair and reopening

DS asked if everyone had signed up the petition drafted by Kevin Andrew of the West Bridgford U3A 
Hiking Group which HMcC had circulated after Roland Backhouse had withdrawn his proposed 
petition on behalf of Pedals. HMcC mentioned that Kevin’s petition had now been supported by 
James Naish MP. 

Post meeting note: James Naish has presented the petition to Parliament with 2600 signatures.
Meanwhile, the County Council were insisting that the whole situation remained very complex, with 
several outstanding, technical, legal and financial issues and therefore could not yet give a date for 
the reopening of the Greenway.

DNC said that it would be useful to have more information on the extent of the damage and just 
what repair work was needed to permit safe reopening. He said that he did have some relevant 
professional experience in dealing with unstable ground conditions. HMcC suggested that he 
approach County Councillor Roger Upton to ask for a copy of the County Council’s report, if publicly 
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available, or, alternatively, to approach either Radcliffe on Trent Parish Council or the Radcliffe 
Residents’ Association who were also taking a strong interest in the issue and supporting Cllr. Upton’s
campaign to get the current County Council administration to address the issue with the minimum of
further delay.

East Midlands Cyclists Forum (EMCF) meeting to be hosted by Pedals in Nottingham on Saturday 3 
October 2026
Booking with the Queen’s Walk Community Centre now confirmed.

Agreed to defer until our next meeting discussion on the timetable for planning the various 
arrangements for the event, including overall costings including catering, funding, charges or 
individual contributions, responsibility for handling bookings (via Eventbrite), roles in detailed 
planning and, on the day, running the event (including “Meeting and Greeting”, organising displays 
and group contributions, IT / PowerPoint coordination, and the end of event guided cycling tour of 
local facilities including the Waterside Bridge, etc, etc.

NFFC recently revised plans for the expansion of their City Ground to accommodate 50,000 
capacity: implications for the adjoining section of riverside path (NCN15)       
It was agreed that we should now watch out for the submission of the revised planning application 
and again to be prepared to make detailed comments, coordinated with James Hatchett of the Walk 
Wheel Cycle Trust, on the implications for the riverside path / NCN 15, including the need to avoid 
this section of the route often being plagued by car parking.

SS recommended that we coordinate our proposed response with Michael Howard of the WWCT as 
well as James Hatchett, and also with City Councillor Mike Edwards who was taking a keen interest in 
the already planned related improvements for improved walking connections on London Road 
between Nottingham Station and the City Ground.

HMcC added that football traffic related issues, especially in the context of the City Ground 
expansion plans were also of great interest to several Councillors south of the River, including County
and Rushcliffe Borough Councillor Penny Gowland and the local Borough Councillors for Lady Bay, 
Richard and Sue Mallender. All these people are, like HMcC, attend the bi-monthly meetings of the 
West Bridgford Local Traffic and Transport Group, chaired by Cllr. Gowland.

It was agreed that the opening of the new Waterside Bridge next Spring would help to manage 
problems with football fans arriving from the east side of Nottingham, using the Racecourse Road 
Park and Ride site, about 1km east of the bridge, and then walking to the ground.

BMcC and HMcC mentioned the need for NFFC to learn from wider European good practice in finding
more sustainable travel arrangements for handling football traffic to and from major stadia and 
HMcC mentioned in particular the relevant UEFA Sustainability site as a possible staring point to 
learn more: Infrastructure sustainability | UEFA.com

East Midland Combined County Authority Local Transport Plan consultation

DS introduced this item, the most important business for us to discuss at this meeting and very 
pressing  in view of the recent urgent request from Mikey Cottle, D2N2 Active Travel Alliance, to all 
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those people and groups who attended the recent online meeting, to let him have, by 15 December, 
their responses to the Mayor’s LTP Consultation, to be incorporated in the D2N2 ATA collective 
response to be finalised by 31 December 2026.

Post meeting note: The deadline has now been extended to January 26, 2026 by D2N2 collective.

It was agreed, in view of this urgent request and also bearing mind that final responses did not need 
to be submitted until 8 February that what we now agreed should be taken only as our interim 
response, with our final, and more detailed response, to be finalised later after we had discussed a 
draft at our January Pedals meeting.

DS also emphasised the need to encourage everyone to complete the individual questionnaires, to 
help complement the Pedals submission via the Businesses / Organisations questionnaire. To avoid 
having to respond to every part of the questionnaire, including the sections on bus improvements, it 
might be necessary to submit a hard copy of the online version appeared not to allow respondents to
skip any sections!

DS also reminded people of the written briefing note he had circulate ahead of the meeting: -

“You need to skim through the summary document for context:

   https://www.eastmidlands-cca.gov.uk/content/uploads/2025/11/FINAL-LTP-Executive-Document  3-
1.pdf

In brief: There are 6 fights, 3 Priorities with 7 Goals underpinned by 22 policies.

1. Fighting congestion 
2. Fighting for young people’s independence 
3. Fighting for connected communities 
4. Fighting for reliable public transport 
5. Fighting for better roads 
6. Fighting for safe and clean bus stops 3 Priorities:

1. Affordable transport – To make travelling by public transport easier and more affordable.  

2. Connecting communities – To connect all our communities by giving people travel choices that go 
beyond reliance on the car.         

3. Safe and reliable – To bring our highways into a good state of repair, so they can offer reliability 
despite changing travel demands and a changing climate. 

7. Goals:

1. Strengthening and extending public transport

2. Supporting active, healthy and vibrant places

3. Connecting communities and new homes

4. Facilitating a productive and inclusive economy

5. Promoting an integrated sustainable and resilient network

6. Improving our unique, natural and historic environment

7. Decarbonising travel as part of net zero
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The survey then goes on to ask how well you think the policies support the stated goals, though 
there are questions asking for other suggestions or elaborating dissent. It provides a structure to plug
Pedals ideas and current campaign issues into.

I've reproduced the open questions below, as a preview, but you need to read the full set for the 
context.

Question 5: Is there anything more you would like to tell us about the ambition for the
Mayor’s Transport Plan? Are there any aims or goals you would change, add or 
remove?

Question 13: Is there anything more you would like to tell us about the emerging policies 
presented above? Are there any policies you would change, add or remove?

Question 15: Would you like to suggest any other ways in which the Mayor’s 
Transport Plan could improve inclusive access to health, skills, prosperity and growth 
across the region, or tell us anything more about your answers above?

Question 17: Would you like to suggest any other ways in which the Mayor’s Transport 
Plan could improve the way that our transport network is designed in the future, or tell 
us anything more about your answers above?

Question 19: Are there any other transport related challenges your business or 
organisation faces in making journeys around the EMCCA region that you would like 
to tell us about, or tell us anything more about your answers above?”

The discussion at the meeting then focused on these questions where there was 
some space for those responding to write in their own comments, rather than just 
tick a box, as with most of the others. 

It was agreed that we should make the most of these opportunities, emphasising the
need for Active Travel measures to be given far stronger priority, given their great 
health and environmental benefits, but with the wording in each of these response 
boxes alluding to the implications of the wording of the other questions and the 
need for more specific commitments, especially with particular regard to the 
importance of cycling for shorter trips (and not just trips up to one mile) In urban 
areas, and in combination with public transport, including safe routes to bus station 
and railways stations, safe and secure bike parking at such interchanges and much 
better provision for carrying bikes on trains. 

We should emphasise the need for much more explicit acknowledgement of the role 
of Active Travel in helping to reduce dependence on the private car, and in reducing 
congestion and poor air quality, as well as its economic benefits, e.g. in helping 
employers to have a healthier and more productive workforce, with reduced 
absenteeism and less need to provide car parking.

We should also emphasise the importance of expanded and well-enforced, 20mph 
area limits, with much wider application of the recent experience in Wales, etc.

Other important points to include in these write-in boxes include: -
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 The importance of Active Travel in helping to meet the Mayor’s 
aspirations for better “Connected Communities”, as well as active, healthy and 
vibrant” communities.

 The vital need for improved and widely available travel information, to 
help show people just how to get around by more sustainable means of 
transport. This was particularly important for younger groups before car-
dependent habits become entrenched.  

 The also vital need for cycle training, for the young and older groups.

 That there should be a clearly defined focus on making it safe and 
pleasurable for children to cycle as an everyday and recreational activity.  Only 
by ensuring that today's children grow up regarding cycling (and walking) as 
*normal* can we hope to ensure that future generations will have active, 
healthy lifestyles. 

 The need for coherent safe routes, not just fragmented facilities, 
connecting to form a high-quality and well-maintained network connecting city 
and town centres, suburbs and surrounding rural areas, as well as railway 
stations and interchanges.

 The need to expand Lime ebike and other public bike hire facilities 
outside Nottingham City, with good management, to minimise adverse 
consequences for other users and local communities.

Arrangements for next Meeting:

Date: Monday January 19th 7pm, Vat and Fiddle pub.

Chair: Dave Smith, Minutes: Thomas Madar.

5


