Minutes of the Pedals monthly meeting on Monday 20 October 2025 at 7pm
Vat and Fiddle PH on Queen’s Bridge Road, Nottingham

Apologies for absence from:-
Andrew Martin

David Lally

David Rhead,

Dave Backhouse

Present:-

Dave Smith (Chair)
Hugh McClintock
Mark Beaven

Brendan McCabe
David Nicholson-Cole
Christopher Lomas
Jenny Palmer
Peter Houlgreave
lan Cooke

Thomas Madar
Roland Backhouse
Hilary Backhouse
Samuel Shoesmith
Cameron Bonser
Arthur Williams
Susan Young

Jude Wilkinson

Discussion with Alan Simpson, EMCCA Sustainable Travel Ambassador

Alan began by explaining the East Midlands Combined County Authority’s transport situation, with
significantly fewer transport staff than other Combined Authorities. It has no powers over railways
and not yet buses and trams. The Mayor has stated that the Region has historically been
underfunded in terms of transport and has started to up the game, with significantly increased
transport Capital funding from the DfT, helped by her good relationship with the Minister for
Transport, Heidi Alexander. Her overall transport aims are to promote inclusivity (e.g by improving
the poor bus services in northern rural areas) and to reduce the carbon footprint of current transport
patterns. Much of the Capital budget for transport, however, goes to National Highways, for trunk
road schemes, which are often over budget. This constrains what can be done with the rest of capital
funding.

In a nutshell, Alan sees the transport problem in the Region as a lack of buses in the north and too
many cars in the south, with consequent extra increases in transport emissions. In Nottingham
emissions from transport are still increasing, with poorer air quality. It is therefore very important to
have fewer cars on the road though such restrictions tend to provoke fierce opposition. By contrast
he cited the case of a village near Glossop which he had recently visited where local people say that
there are cases of 'no buses so don't [can't] go to school' and people who haven't left an estate for 3
years. These problems are a completely different dimension to those in cities.

The East Midlands, he said, has the lowest economic growth and the highest growth in car
ownership. 'We go nowhere fastest'! [due partly to a rural dispersed community, 30% reduction in



bus services, cars are comparatively cheap in real terms...]

He said that he has no budget but that he sees his role as per the brief from the Mayor “to spread
disruptive optimism” and to motivate communities, including in former mining and other often
isolated and deprived communities which have very different issues to the Cities.

With regard to cycling, and the annual Capability Rating Exercises for each Local Highway Authority
carried out by Active Travel England, the very poor performance of Nottinghamshire County Council,
as reflected in the last Rating has resulted in the Mayor deciding for the next Capability Rating to
have separate budgets rather than one for the whole Combined Authority area. This will make it
harder to get joined-up provision. This is anyway now being made harder by Councils being
overshadowed by all the uncertainties of Local Government reorganisation and who is willing and
unwilling to combine with whom. Alan is therefore keen to persuade with the Mayor to work with
communities to get joined-up thinking.

There is a need to think more creatively about Capital spending, e.g. in buying land for park and ride
sites, or promoting Greenways which benefit public transport as well as walking and cycling. He said
that in Germany it was very common to link new housing developments to new tram routes, often
on disused railways, and for these to have a walking and cycling path alongside. We should work
together to give priority to Clean Mobility.

The discussion then moved on to issues about schemes to promote walking and cycling safely from
school sites. Alan mentioned that Derby City Council had a very good record with such schemes until
recently when it lost ballots in support of two more and that these were then cancelled. He said that
unfortunately such schemes were still often strongly opposed, with different parents taking very
different views. To get such schemes to work successfully it was particularly important to have the
strong support of the Head Teacher, as well as other teachers, parents, school governors, pupils as
well as the Local Authority. It was also useful in cases where there was significant opposition to
introduce some as a temporary scheme for one year followed by a referendum to get support.

He said that the public in general often felt very disillusioned with the results of consultation but that
having successful schemes for children to walk and cycle to school not only helped promote health
and reduce pollution but also in terms of strengthening community connections because of the
opportunities for parents to meet and chat outside school gates while waiting for their children or
while dropping off children.

He also cited the importance of the 'Mums for Lungs' [London Air quality around schools campaign]
argument which works because it's hard to argue against children's health factors. Air quality
monitoring outside schools gives useful results for the children to take back into the classroom.

He went on to say that the opponents of such schemes and other schemes to encourage sustainable
travel often used caricatures, especially on social media. These tended sometimes to highlight
problems for particular groups e.g. for elderly pedestrians having problems in crossing busy cycle
lanes, especially by bus stops which could be particularly controversial.

On the Continent, by contrast, there is more emphasis in planning on the possibility of not owning a
car, for example housing schemes in some regions cannot commence without a tram line and cycling
infrastructure is planned in and built at the outset, as in Germany.

Alan quoted a remark from Professor Chris Whitty at a recent Active Travel Conference he attended
that “'The biggest health gains come with the shortest distance [travelled], e.g. providing a safe route
to and from a local park. We need, he said, to avoid conflict between localised and long distance
cycleways, particularly as most walking and cycling trips were local, to and from schools, shops,
doctors and libraries etc.

Much pressure for road schemes in the Region had come from Midlands Connect this organisation
would be disappearing over the next 18 months or so, he said.



With regard to the proposals for the former Ratcliffe on Soar Power Station site in what is a vital part
of the “Trent Arc” Major Growth Area and the proposed pedestrian and cycle crossing of the Trent
nearby he confirmed that there will be a lot of extra DfT funding for transport improvements related
to that site but Alan thinks the Major may favour a combined bridge. He suggested a 'greenway
crossing' allowing bus traffic but not other vehicles, as seen in Denmark and Netherlands, may be
appropriate.

Often it seemed now that Conservative- and Reform-controlled Councils were in competition to
opposed sustainable travel schemes including proposals for 15-minute communities which could
help to promote viable communities. However, several Conservative areas had introduced 20mph
zones which gave us the opportunity to challenge why then such zones could not be introduced
elsewhere. He agreed that we could learn from the data coming out of the very controversial but
broadly successful Welsh experience with introducing widespread 20mph limits in settlements, with
benefits not only to the safety of vulnerable road users but also to drivers through reduced insurance
premiums.

A good example of Joined Up Thinking and promoting Connectivity in the Buxton area is the scheme
being pursued for a Very Light Railway network which would help to reduce often chronic problems
of car parking and congestion in the nearby Peak District National Park by providing sustainable
connections between park and ride sites and the Monsal Trail and other destinations in the National
Park with integrated ticketing. This was now attracting wider private sector interest, he said.

Fixes need to arise from localities, they won't come from the centre. [This is where Pedals has a
focus!]

Going back to light rail possibilities he commented that there's a web of disused mineral lines in the
north of the region, some of which could be used for light rail. There's plenty of second-hand track
available for re-use after higher speed line upgrades. (NET should have been planned inclusively with
more parallel cycleways.)

With regard to the idea of Nottingham having an ULEZ (Ultra Low Emissions Zone) Alan said that he
supported the idea but that this would need to come as a partnership, not for the East Midlands a
whole.

Alan was warmly thanked for his very stimulating contribution.

Other items briefly raised:-

Local (Cycling UK / Pedals / Women in Tandem) Glow Ride (in Nottingham) on 22 October (Susan
Young)

Susan Young said that she already had 51 people signed up and that she was getting definite media
interest.

Report on the Waterside Bridge Press and Partners Launch at Trent Basin on 1 October and plans
for the Bridge Lift between 10-16 November

Hugh said that it was very likely that the only safe Viewing Area nearby would be on the east side of
Trent Basin and the west side of the Trent Basin housing development, accessible via Trent Lane. The
exact timing was very weather dependent which might well discourage some people from coming
along.

Promoting cycling to schools, including bike buses, and generally among young people, including
David Nicholson-Cole’s proposed survey (Samuel Shoesmith, Brendan McCabe and David NC)



David mentioned the draft questionnaire he had compiled and asked for further comments on it.

Climate Ambassadors Scheme - get involved! — message of 11 September from Matilda Crane, East
Midlands Regional Hub Manager for the Climate Ambassadors Scheme, a DfE funded programme
that supports nurseries, schools and colleges to develop and deliver impactful climate action plans,
and subsequent offer from Jude Wilkinson (11 Sept) to lead a Pedals response. (Jude Wikinson)

Jude confirmed that he was still interested in pursuing this.

17 November meeting

Thomas Madar confirmed that he was willing to do this. Dave Smith said that he would be away and
would ask David Lally to chair the meeting.

Because of the lack of time left following this very useful and informative discussions most other
items were deferred to the 17 November meeting, i.e.-

Minutes of the 15 September meeting and review of matters arising, including campaign updates:-

Procuring a replacement bag for the new Pedals set of table-top folding display boards, following the
abandonment of the previous badly decayed bag.

Report on the East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum meeting in Chesterfield on Saturday 11 October from
10.00-15.00 and lessons for when we host the next EMCF event, in Nottingham, in Autumn 2026, e.g
possible venues, timing, advance publicity. (Dave Smith, Hugh McClintock & Susan Young)

New cycle-hostile barriers installed at Rushcliffe Country Park access points: planned Freedom of
Information Request to Rushcliffe Borough Council (David N-C)

Update on Pedals proposals for the “RoSChet” foot-cycle bridge proposal including recent meetings
arranged by Dawn Rahman of ITP by Haskoning to coordinate meeting with Alan Simpson and other
key EMCCA Officers, and the Walk Wheel Cycle Trust (formerly “Sustrans”). (Hugh McClintock)

Request for feedback on recent changes to the Tollhouse Hill junction at the junction of Maid Marian
Way and Upper Parliament Street

Canal and River Trust: proposed investigation of barriers and CCTV on towpaths to address issues of
motor bike abuse, as mentioned in recent message to the Pedals Discussion Group (Hugh
McClintock)

Request for comments on the Draft Pedals List of outstanding infrastructure issues for the next
CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting of 8 December to be finalised by 30 October and submitted
on 31 October (Hugh McClintock)

Forthcoming East Midlands Combined County Authority Local Transport Plan public consultation,
Autumn 2025, including opportunity for Pedals to revise our comprehensive LCWIP “wish list”
submitted in the D2N2 Area consultation in 2023.

Any other business including items which any newcomers might wish to raise.


https://climateambassadors.org.uk/

