
Minutes of Pedals Meeting
Held at the Vat and Fiddle on Monday 15 September 2025 at 7:00pm

Present

Thomas Madar (TM) (Minutes)
Hugh McClintock (HMcC)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)
Susan Young (SY)
Dave Smith (DS)

Apologies

Brendan McCabe
Jude Wilkinson
Andrew Martin
Susan Young
David Lally
Florian Batstone

Primary Items

1) Welcome, and apologies for any absence.

2) Minutes of the Last Meeting (Monday 18th August)

These were accepted as a correct record of the last meeting.

SS wishes to record the September meeting to experiment with AI minute generation.

3) Feedback on the Pedals stall / display at the Nottingham Green Festival on 
Sunday 14 July (David Lally, Samuel Shoesmith, and others involved)

SS has sent invoices for the business cards and flyers which were distributed at the Green Festival.

The fencing for the bicycle parking was successfully and promptly delivered from a Ride-wise centre.
We say a big Thank You to Nick for this.

The Kidical Mass Ride was well attended, but no one wanted to ride back from the Green Festival to 
the Victoria Embankment. Planning the Kidical Mass Ride has taken a lot of effort. The next one is 
likely to be Next Spring

The new folding display boards were well used and are good, but they will require a good bag for 
them to be stored in. 

SY suggested that the old boards could be repurposed as a signpost to point Green Festival visitors to 
the bicycle related stalls, but HMcC said that they were too rotten for this use. 

There is now an action to produce signposts which will point Green Festival visitors to the Pedals 
stall and other bicycle related stalls,with signposts pointing from the main drag, up the hill, then 
diagonally across the festival site.



The Green Hustle is another event which takes place in June. This offers an  opportunity to have the 
Pedals publicity material reviewed. This material could then be ordered to cover both the Green 
Hustle and the Green Festival.

Many of our existing cycling maps were distributed, but less than half of the box was given away. 
They will be out of date next year because of the new bridge being built at Colwick.

There was a fair amount of interest in the Pedals stall, and we had useful conversations with festival 
visitors.

SS was pleased that there were several stalls representing cycling interest. The Pedal Powered Cinema
film was well attended. It lasted ten minutes, but it took a lot of effort from those who were pedalling 
bicycles to generate the electricity.

On the negative side, we were missing a display board and also a flexible grey strut to hold up another
display board.

4) Proposed (Cycling UK) Glow Ride (in Nottingham) on 22 October (Susan 
Young) and c.f. email circulated on 22 August.

SY has been in touch with Emily and has registered brief details of a Glow Ride with Cycling UK.

This event will take place in Nottingham on 22 October. Cyclists will meet at Women in Tandem, 
Chaucer Street at 6pm for a five-mile ride starting at 6:30pm. This will finish at 7:30pm and will be 
followed by tea and fellowship at Women in Tandem. It will be primarily for women though men of a 
nervous disposition are also welcome.

Emily will provide publicity for this event on social media and set up an Eventbrite booking page. 
Susan will provide publicity for Pedals, Nottingham Cycle Chat, local Facebook groups and 
Nottinghamshire Cyclists Touring Club. She will also provide a press release to be publicised two 
weeks in advance and spread the news at the next Nottingham Reclaim the Night Walk.

SS will provide accompanying music with his sound system if he has no other commitments. Other 
men may have to help. SY should keep Pedals informed of this ride and let HMcC have a record of it.

5) Promoting cycling to schools, including bike buses, and among young people, 
including David Nicholson-Cole's proposed survey (Samuel Shoesmith, Brendan 
McCabe and David NC)

A Google survey will be made. This should be assessed by Ride-Wise and Pedals for effectiveness 
prior to deployment.

There may be other stakeholders with interest in this survey. They should be informed.

Rushcliffe School is doing well in promoting cycling to school. 

6) New cycle-hostile barriers installed at Rushcliffe Country Park access points: 
planned Freedom of Information Request to Rushcliffe Borough Council (David 
N-C)

There is an action to fill out a Freedom of Information Request. Pedals will send this to Rushcliffe 
Borough Council requesting the rationale for the installation of cycle-hostile barriers on paths entering
Rushcliffe Country Park and the timing of action to remove these barriers.

SS asserted that Freedom of Information requestees are required by law to provide information in 
three weeks.

SY has a RADAR Key which unlocks these barriers. 



SS has sent a link to DNC for a website containing the questions to be tabled to Rushcliffe Borough 
Council.

7) Update on Pedals proposals for the "RoSChet" foot-cycle bridge proposal 
including offer from Dawn Rahman of ITP by Haskoning to coordinate meeting 
with Alan Simpson and other key EMCCA Officers. (Hugh McClintock)

A meeting is due to take place very soon as described above. There is much support from a variety of 
individuals and organisations. For reference, the relevant entry from the minutes of the last meeting 
(August) is paraphrased here:

 Alan Simpson (East Midlands Combined County Authority Sustainable Travel Ambassador) 
continues to support this bridge and will attend the meeting as described above.

 There has been confirmation from Dawn Rahman, Principal Consultant at ITP by Haskoning 
Transport Planning Consultants, and the lead on their Transport Strategy work for the former 
Ratcliffe on Soar Power Station site, that the site owners, Uniper, were in favour of a new 
pedestrian / cycle crossing of the Trent in the vicinity of their site.

 Dawn has also arranged the meeting described above to be attended by Alan Simpson and 
other key EMCCA officers to discuss the next steps in making this bridge a reality.

 There continues to be support from councillors in the Erewash (Derbyshire), Broxtowe and 
Rushcliffe boroughs (Nottinghamshire), John Catt (CTC Leicester) and Rachael Wiggington 
(Chair of the Blaby and District Cycling Campaign)

 We have made Reform councillors in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire aware of our 
proposals. It would be useful for Leicester campaigners to get support from their County 
Council where Reform is the majority party.

8) Request for feedback on recent changes to the Tollhouse Hill junction at the 
junction of Maid Marian Way and Upper Parliament Street

Paul Paine and Richard Arblaster commented on these recent changes. 

There were critical comments from other people.  Joe Beeching attempted to negotiate the junction to 
assess the cycling infrastructure around it. His intended journey was to ride up Maid Marian Way, 
proceed through the junction to Derby Road, return via Tollhouse Hill, and then turn left into Maid 
Marian Way. He found the infrastructure underwhelming, shared with pedestrians and busses and 
insufficient to encourage cyclists to use this junction.

SS said that that the junction was an improvement, but the opportunity to install really cycle friendly 
infrastructure was missed.

HMcC has had a look at this and will request more feedback in the next newsletter.

9) Report on CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting of 8 September (Hugh 
McClintock and Peter Briggs) and with reference to the notes circulated by the 
Chair, Helen Berry (formerly Helen Hemstock), CEO of Ride-Wise, on 8 
September.

A list of infrastructure issues addressable by Nottingham County Council and Nottingham City 
Council was submitted by Pedals to this infrastructure group meeting.

Of especial interest were improvements to the pedestrian crossing on Victoria Road, Netherfield near 
to the A612 Colwick Loop Rd so as to accommodate cyclists using the cycle path running alongside 
the A612. Also, issues with the narrow-shared path crossing the nearby railway bridge were of 
interest.



Also of interest was the proposal of a 20mph speed limit on Baulk Lane in Stapleford. This is 
alongside proposed improvements to provide a good connection to the tram-side cycle path at Toton.

Other Items

1) Pedals representation at East Midlands Cyclists' Forum meeting in Chesterfield 
on Saturday 11 October from 10.00-15.00 and need for those of us from Pedals 
attending to learn lessons for when we host the next EMCF event, in Nottingham,
in Autumn 2026.

SY,  DS, HMcC and David Rhead will join thirty-eight people from Chesterfield to attend this 
meeting. The intention is to meet at Chesterfield Station at 10am and ride on to the meeting venue. 
Those who intend to take their bicycles on the train can defeat the two bikes per train limit by using a 
Brompton or other compact folding bicycle. It will be necessary to register for this event via the Event
Brite website.

During the meeting, there will be talks about EMR issues and the new bridges planned to cross the 
River Trent.

2) Forthcoming East Midlands Combined County Authority Local Transport Plan 
public consultation, Autumn 2025, including opportunity for Pedals to revise our 
comprehensive LCWIP "wish list" submitted in the D2N2 Area consultation in 
2023.

The mayor is producing a Local Transport Plan. This will be open to public consultation. This will 
give us an opportunity to present our suggestions. 

HMcC has already submitted questions focusing on the quality of cycle routes on both sides of the 
Trent which will lead to the new Waterside Bridge linking the Trent Basin area with Lady Bay. A 
series of other connections to this bridge would also be welcome. 

A good cycle path from Colwick Park to Stoke Bardolph is required and a connection via the old 
Mineral Railway from Netherfield to Mapperley Top would be welcome.

3) Appeal for contributions to Pedals Autumn 2025 Newsletter (no 122) due to go to
press in mid-October (tbc)

Pedals will publish this newsletter on the second week in November. It will feature the Waterside 
Bridge Lift and Susan’s Glow Ride (See Item 4).

4) Preparation for our discussion with Alan Simpson, EMCCA Sustainable Travel 
Ambassador, at the Pedals meeting on 20 October at 7pm

Our next Pedals meeting will primarily consist of a discussion with Alan Simpson, the Sustainable 
Travel Ambassador for the East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA). We need to check 
that 7pm is OK for Alan Simpson, otherwise he is set to arrive at 7:30pm. We need to think carefully 
about the business for discussion in order to leave sufficient time for Alan’s discussion. There is a risk
of Alan not being able or willing to answer questions (on Low Traffic Neighbourhoods and other 
issues). There was an outline discussion of topics to for discussion. Examples included

 Integration between buses, trams, trains, and bicycles including hire bicycles. This would 
include one ticket for all modes of transport.

 The use of park-and-ride car parks by car drivers who wish to park and cycle rather than park 
and ride the tram into Nottingham City Centre

 Bicycles on trains and trams. Bicycle accommodation on EMR trains.



There is an action on HMcC to contact Alan about his intended arrival time.

5) Climate Ambassadors Scheme - get involved! – message of 11 September from 
Matilda Crane, East Midlands Regional Hub Manager for the Climate 
Ambassadors Scheme, a DfE funded programme that supports nurseries, schools 
and colleges to develop and deliver impactful climate action plans, and 
subsequent offer from Jude Wilkinson (11 Sept) to lead a Pedals response. (Jude 
Wikinson)

Jude Wilkinson was keen to have Pedals involved in her Climate Ambassadors Scheme. In an e-mail 
to Pedals, she attached details of how to register and to become a Climate Ambassador. Action on 
HMcC to write to Jude about the potential for Pedals involvement. 

There was an emphasis on promoting cycling and other forms of active travel as normal, with a view 
to presenting lessons on this subject to children in schools.

To Finish
The next Pedals Meeting will take place at the Vat and Fiddle at 7pm on Monday 20th October and 
will be feature a discussion with Alan Simpson.

DS has volunteered to chair this meeting. HMcC has volunteered to be the Minute Taker

1) Any other business including items which any newcomers might wish to raise.

The Next Infrastructure List

There is an end of October deadline for the  Infrastructure List for the next CAWAG Infrastructure 
subgroup meeting of 8 December. This list is not meant to be a ‘maintenance due’ list. It must cover 
current issues, issues with existing schemes and issues requiring an update.

EMR Bicycles on Trains Campaign

DS is still keen on canvassing MPs for the provision of sufficient bicycle space on EMR trains. 

Pedals will discuss this issue with Alan Simpson. 

We must aim for adequate bicycle accommodation on the next round of rolling stock. EMR have 
taken delivery of at least new one train and are training drivers on it.

Pedals Website Renewal

SS stated that the hosting service for the Pedals website needs renewal.

In the past, Larry renewed the domain, but this service expires on 6 October. There is a £167.88 
renewal fee. Renewal for two years at a time will lead to a significant reduction in the yearly cost. 

Would it be possible to pay for renewal directly from the Pedals account as opposed to paying this 
manually and then claiming expenses. It is possible to set up auto-renewal whereby the renewal fee 
automatically deducted from the Pedals account prior to renewal time.

The Next Critical Mass Ride: will take place at 6:45pm on Friday 26 September.

Nottingham City Council Travel-Well

Travel-Well is a project initiated by Nottingham City Council. It encourages more people to travel car 
free with an emphasis on active travel. 

The website ( https://www.transportnottingham.com/project/travel-well/ ) has a lot of information for 
everyone interested in cycling.

https://www.transportnottingham.com/project/travel-well/
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