
Minutes of the Pedals monthly meeting on Monday 18 August 2025, held at 7pm at the Vat and 
Fiddle pub, Queens’s Bridge Road, Nottingham

Welcome, and apologies for absence, 
including from Susan Young, Thomas Madar, Mark Beaven, Brendan McCabe

Present: -
Dave Smith (DS) (Chair)
Hugh McClintock (HMcC) (Minutes-taker)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)
David Lally (DL)
Pax Hollow (PH)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)

Minutes of the 21 July 2025 meeting and review of matters arising including campaign updates: -

The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting, apart one minor amendment, “CRG” 
should read “CRT” (for Canal and Rivers Trust).

Update on arrangements for Pedals stall / display at the Nottingham Green Festival on Sunday 14 
September including transport of Pedals stuff, cycle parking, preparation of new display material 
for the new folding boards to be used on a table at the Pedals stall, cycle maps, flyers and business 
cards, and a list of volunteers for our stall (Samuel Shoesmith, David Lally and David N-C, Hugh 
McClintock, Arthur Williams and Brendan McCabe).

DL and SS said that the issue of getting fences for bike parking was now solved, thanks to an offer 
from Nick Lowenstein, Ridewise Mechanic, who had said that he should be able to borrow some for 
the day from Harvey Hadden Stadium. Action: SS and DL.

SS said that he had now managed to contact Mark Beaven about getting a fresh supply of Pedals 
flyers and business cards. This Mark now had in hand. Action: Mark Beaven and SS.

HMcC said that he had obtained a box of Cycle Maps from Ross Levy at the City Council and he 
proposed getting these before 14 September to DNC to include in the vanload of Pedals stuff to be 
taken to the NGF site by DL.  Action: HMcC, DNC and DL.

HMcC also said a) that he was revising the contents of the “What is Pedals and What Do We Do?” 
leaflet to use this material on the new tabletop display boards now being stored by DNC. He also said
b) that he would before the event be revising the Sign-Up sheet to help us record accurately names 
and contact details for people showing interest in finding out more about Pedals work.
Actions: HMcC

SS confirmed that the Kidical Mass that day would be feeding into the festival and said that he would 
welcome any more offers of people to help marshall.

Promoting cycling to schools, including bike buses, and generally among young people, including 
David Nicholson-Cole’s proposed survey (Samuel Shoesmith, Brendan McCabe and David N-C)
Nothing further to report

New cycle-hostile barriers installed at Rushcliffe Country Park access points: update proposed 
Freedom of Information Request to Rushcliffe Borough Council (David N-C)



Nothing further to report, though DNC asked SS to give him afresh a copy of his Template Form for 
making FOI Requests. Actions: SS and DNC .

Update on Pedals proposals for the “RoSChet” foot-cycle bridge proposal including offer from 
Dawn Rahman of ITP by Haskoning to coordinate meeting with Alan Simpson and other key 
EMCCA Officers. (Hugh McClintock)
HMcC, while emphasising, that, at the very best we should not expect to see this bridge built for 
about 10-15 years, mentioned 4 recent encouragements to getting our boosted campaign for it off to
a good start: -

 The strong interest and support from Alan Simpson, as East Midlands Combined County 
Authority Sustainable Travel Ambassador

 Confirmation from Dawn Rahman, Principal Consultant at ITP by Haskoning Transport 
Planning Consultants, and the lead on their Transport Strategy work for the former Ratcliffe 
on Soar Power Station site, that the site owners, Uniper, were in favour of a new pedestrian /
cycle crossing of the Trent in the vicinity of their site.

 Her very welcome offer, in view of this support, on her return from holiday in late August, to 
coordinate arranging a meeting this autumn with the key EMCCA Officers, to discuss the next
steps in taking this further, including issues of getting support from other landowners and 
obtaining External Funding.

 Increasing signs of support, e.g. from some Councillors in Erewash Borough Council in 
Derbyshire, and in Leicestershire, e.g. from John Catt (CTC Leics) and Rachael Wiggington, 
Chair of the Blaby and District Cycling Campaign, who also coordinates a Leicestershire 
Cyclists Facebook site. We also have support from individual Councillors in Broxtowe and 
Rushcliffe Boroughs. As far as Reform County Councillors in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire 
are concerned, we have at least made sure that they are aware of our proposals, but this is 
one area where further action is certainly needed, and it would also be useful, with support 
from Leicestershire campaigners, to get support from their County Council, where Reform is 
now the largest Party

Other campaign updates.

National Highways A52 Nottingham Major Project: 8 July Compulsory Purchase Order and Side 
Road Orders Public Inquiry (A52/A60 Nottingham Knight and A52/A60 Lings Bar / Wheatcroft 
Junctions):
HMcC referred to the depressing message he had recently passed on from Dave Mackrory  about the 
apparent likely outcome of the Inquiry where he had given very detailed written evidence, compiled 
in close consultation with Pedals and Steve Parkhouse of the Ramblers, representing the A52 Active 
Travel Crossings Partnership. This was a very discouraging result for Pedals after more than 30 years 
of campaigning for the upgrading as part of this Major Scheme of the existing subway-underpass 
under the A52 south of Sharp Hill and its approaches, and also our involvement since 2021 in  the 
wider A52 Active Travel Crossings Partnership, the consequent Petition with 2000 signatures and the 
strong support of former Rushcliffe MP, Ruth Edwards. 

A major reason for our failure had been the complete unwillingness of the main owner of the land 
north of the subway, Mr Brian Wells, to agree to NH purchasing the land needed for a proper access 
on that side of the A52 and NH’s unwillingness to include this in the area for which they sought CPO 
powers. There would however still be some new cycle and pedestrian facilities in the nearby 



redeveloped roundabouts and the A52 Active Travel Crossings Partnership would continue to seek 
improved crossings of the Gamston-Lings Bar section of the A52 in the Tollerton and Gamston areas.

Other items: -

Kidical Mass insurance contribution request (– all UK groups cover)
Agreed to the Crowdfunder Scheme mentioned by SS. SS to liaise with DNC to arrange payment 
which would give our KM events insurance cover from September 2025-August 2026, SS said.
Actions: DNC and SS.

Pedals representation at East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum meeting in Chesterfield on Saturday 11 
October from 10.00-15.00
DS, HMcC and Susan Young intend to represent Pedals. There would be a chance for us to contribute 
to the local groups round-up slot, HMcC said. He also said that there was apparently room for 80 
people and that anyone wanting to come would soon be asked to register via Eventbrite. Actions: all 
interested in going.

Pedals representation at the next CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting (Monday Sept 8)
Helen Hemstock, Chair of CAWAG, has asked us to reduce our representation from 3 to 2 people, for 
reasons that were not clear. HMcC and Peter Briggs usually attended these, and DS had been 
attending since he became Chair of Pedals last year. As he would be away on 8 September, he had 
now asked Brendan McCabe to take his place. DS said he would now write to Helen Hemstock before
making a final decision about our representation which, it was agreed, was very important to help 
ensure that the City and County Councils, and National Highways, all had good user feedback about 
our experiences with infrastructure, good and bad.
Action: DS

Other events / meetings: -

DL reminded people of the local Cycling Groups evening, including short cycling films and discussion 
on a possible Car-Free Day and other possible collaboration, etc, being organised by Patrick Hort on 
the evening of Thursday 21 August (7pm) at the Mammoth Cinema, Broad Street. 
HMcC said he also planned to attend and would be talking about his recent meetings with Alan 
Simpson.

Friday 29 August Cycling Festival - 1pm - 4pm, Friday 29th August 2025, organised by British 
Cycling. This was mentioned by SS, who subsequently circulated this information: -
Celebrating cycling.  Bring your own bike and get any quick fixes or repairs from the free Dr Bike.  
Also, the police will be there to do FREE bike security marking.

 Or, if there are some bikes to borrow or try out to go around the Harvey Hadden cycle track.  

 A Cycling Festival is taking place between 1pm and 4pm on Friday 29th August at the cycle track at 
Harvey Hadden Sports Village, NG8 4PB!

Please bring your own bike or borrow one (limited supply) and enjoy our cycle track!

FREE bike fixes with Nottingham Bikeworks

https://www.facebook.com/nottinghambikeworks?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkVpq-PJ1vkUq4mFYJROJtKP4facrPDxNbRQEoBSVxYRJiFGUK8mex7EiZGwW52aqFVEm6KNQjKl0zWLIGcopoW2xjdDVZjKJYeB0BST82aCaS-fS_mXyA7UxxOTVDh1ES5GCXzWOgk3Z0Mh3cKPziGOhSeeP7Ln2rqcnUju4NqFlC-wADCfrJ5A2-cAVNmLN3j_smSCXrOuVr-GWcgXEj&__tn__=-%5DK-R


FREE bike security marking with Nottinghamshire Police

Cycle sessions with RideWise (booking required), Women In Tandem and British Cycling

Tips & info on free upcoming activities from Sustrans and Travel Well

Check the calendar for full details!

 www.transportnottingham.com/travelwell#calendar

Tuesday 23rd September (10-11). Online meeting of the D2N2 Active Travel Alliance, organised by 
Mikey Cottle of Cycling UK, and including a discussion with Alan Simpson, EMCCA Sustainable Travel 
Ambassador.
HMcC said he planned to join this meeting and would report back at the Pedals meeting on 20 
October. He also mentioned that this series of meetings was first planned last year by Dave Clasby, 
before he left Sustrans to take up a post at the Derwent Valley Community Rail Partnership and that 
Mikey had now taken over, working with Helen Hemstock of Ridewise.

Possible Pedals hosting of the next EMCF meeting in Nottingham in Autumn 2026 including a tour 
of the Waterside Foot-Cycle Bridge, etc.
This was unanimously agreed and HMcC said he would now write to Alastair Meikle, Chair of Cycle 
Chesterfield, asking if this could be announced at the end of the EMCF meeting on 11 October. A tour
of recent / new local cycle facilities was an important part of these events and we should be able to 
next year to include the new Waterside foot-cycle bridge in such a tour.
Action: HMcC.

Next Pedals meeting
Minute taker for 15 September meeting to be chaired by Hugh McClintock, with Thomas Madar 
taking the minutes.

Any other business including items which any newcomers might wish to raise
Nothing raised.

The meeting finished at 8.40 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/SustransEMids?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkVpq-PJ1vkUq4mFYJROJtKP4facrPDxNbRQEoBSVxYRJiFGUK8mex7EiZGwW52aqFVEm6KNQjKl0zWLIGcopoW2xjdDVZjKJYeB0BST82aCaS-fS_mXyA7UxxOTVDh1ES5GCXzWOgk3Z0Mh3cKPziGOhSeeP7Ln2rqcnUju4NqFlC-wADCfrJ5A2-cAVNmLN3j_smSCXrOuVr-GWcgXEj&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/britishcycling?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkVpq-PJ1vkUq4mFYJROJtKP4facrPDxNbRQEoBSVxYRJiFGUK8mex7EiZGwW52aqFVEm6KNQjKl0zWLIGcopoW2xjdDVZjKJYeB0BST82aCaS-fS_mXyA7UxxOTVDh1ES5GCXzWOgk3Z0Mh3cKPziGOhSeeP7Ln2rqcnUju4NqFlC-wADCfrJ5A2-cAVNmLN3j_smSCXrOuVr-GWcgXEj&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/womenintandem?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkVpq-PJ1vkUq4mFYJROJtKP4facrPDxNbRQEoBSVxYRJiFGUK8mex7EiZGwW52aqFVEm6KNQjKl0zWLIGcopoW2xjdDVZjKJYeB0BST82aCaS-fS_mXyA7UxxOTVDh1ES5GCXzWOgk3Z0Mh3cKPziGOhSeeP7Ln2rqcnUju4NqFlC-wADCfrJ5A2-cAVNmLN3j_smSCXrOuVr-GWcgXEj&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/RideWiseUK?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkVpq-PJ1vkUq4mFYJROJtKP4facrPDxNbRQEoBSVxYRJiFGUK8mex7EiZGwW52aqFVEm6KNQjKl0zWLIGcopoW2xjdDVZjKJYeB0BST82aCaS-fS_mXyA7UxxOTVDh1ES5GCXzWOgk3Z0Mh3cKPziGOhSeeP7Ln2rqcnUju4NqFlC-wADCfrJ5A2-cAVNmLN3j_smSCXrOuVr-GWcgXEj&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/nottspolice?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUkVpq-PJ1vkUq4mFYJROJtKP4facrPDxNbRQEoBSVxYRJiFGUK8mex7EiZGwW52aqFVEm6KNQjKl0zWLIGcopoW2xjdDVZjKJYeB0BST82aCaS-fS_mXyA7UxxOTVDh1ES5GCXzWOgk3Z0Mh3cKPziGOhSeeP7Ln2rqcnUju4NqFlC-wADCfrJ5A2-cAVNmLN3j_smSCXrOuVr-GWcgXEj&__tn__=-%5DK-R

