
 

 

Minutes of the Pedals of Meeting of 16th June 2025 held at The Vat & Fiddle PH, Queens Bridge 

Road, Nottingham at 7pm  

Welcome, and apologies for absence,  

including from Dave Smith, Pax Hollow and Mark Beaven 

Present: 

David Lally (DL): Chair 

Hugh McClintock (HMcC): Minute-taker 

Thomas Madar (TM) 

David Nicholson-Cole (DNC) 

Samuel Shoesmith (SS) 

Brendan McCabe (BMcC) 

Susan Young (SY) 

Dave Clark (DC) 

 

Minutes of the 19 May 2025 meeting and review of matters arising including campaign updates:- 

The minutes were approved. 

 

Report on Kidical Mass, 1 June (Samuel Shoesmith)  

SS said that he was very pleased with the way the event had gone, with, for the first time, over 100 

people taking part, much enjoyment and no hassle with the Police or drivers etc. He said that 2 City 

Councillors had taken part. 

He also mentioned that Patrick from the Mammoth Cinema, who had taken part, had set up a new 

website: www.kidicalmassnottingham.uk Patrick had also suggested at future events encouraging 

people to come early and having a petition for them to sign up. 

 

Erewash Canal towpath: audit of barriers for the CRT (Peter Briggs, David Nicholson-Cole and David 

Lally): update on any response from Dick Vincent, CRT National Towpaths Advisor  

HMcC said that it was disappointing, after all the hard work on this, that no one from the CRT had 

even acknowledged receipt of the dossier, let alone thanked for it and said what they would now be 

doing in response to this. However, he pointed out that there had been a similar long delay between 

the initial site meeting arranged with them in June 2023, and the letter sent this January by Dick 

Vincent asking for Pedals to carry out the barrier audit. 

 

Cycle parking at Morrisons and other local Supermarkets (Mark Beaven)  

No further news. 

 

Poor cycling provision in new developments including photos on the Cotgrave example cited by 

Peter Osborne (Jude Wilkinson and Samuel Shoesmith) as well as examples of not so poor / 

relatively good provision as in Fairham Pastures, etc.  

In answer to a question from HMcC as to whether or not the photos from Peter Osborne, posted to 

the Discussion Group earlier this year showing very poor standard provision in new housing 

http://www.kidicalmassnottingham.uk/


 

 

developments in the Hollygate Lane of Cotgrave, had yet been posted to this site, SS said that he had 

mislaid them and so not done that but that he would do that now as soon as HMcC sent them again 

 

Promoting cycling to schools, including bike buses, and generally among young people, including 

David Nicholson-Cole’s proposed survey (Samuel Shoesmith, Brendan McCabe and David NC)  

DNC said that he would now be developing a Spreadsheet to record details of cycling provision and 

activities at each local school, and that he would soon circulate for comments a draft questionnaire 

to help with this. HMcC said it was important in doing this to make the most of school contacts held 

by other people and organisations, including Ridewise and Sustrans (James Thatcher). DL suggested 

that the Sustrans flyer promoting their FRideDays bike bus promotion could be distributed to schools 

or perhaps better parents.  More copies of the flier can be obtained from DL or Mammoth Cinema. 

 

Progress on “Bike Zone” at Nottingham Green Festival 14th September, including Transport, 

Barriers for bike parking - funding request (David Lally) 

DL reported on the recent NGF meeting he had attended, where there was much discussion about 

the best place for the Bike Zone. It was then agreed to try for this year to put it on the relatively flat 

area near the top of the site, which should allow adequate space for all the cycling stalls and Doctor 

Bike and Bike Parking, etc. However, there was some danger that it could be a noisier location, being 

close to the Band Stand, and also that people used to seeing us close to the “Main Drag” might not 

see that we were there or happen upon us, e.g. casual footfall. It was therefore proposed to erect 

signing to help people find us. SY said that this should include sign from the entrance at the bottom 

of the site. 

 

In addition to the Pedals Stand, and Graham Lansdell’s Doctor Bike Clinic, there were also likely to be 

stands by Cycling UK (Mikey Cottle), Sustrans (James Thatcher or James Hatchett) and Bike Works 

(Richard). 

 

It was agreed to approve expenditure of up to £300 for Pedals expenses related to the NGF including 

possible extra equipment and van rental, if needed. 

 

HMcC reminded everyone that our new table top folding boards would need fresh publicity material 

before the NGF and that we should be careful not to leave this to the last moment before the event. 

We also needed to ensure in advance that we had plenty of Cycle Maps to hand out. 

 

Report on NSAT (North-South Active Travelway campaign): Samuel Shoesmith and Mark Beaven  

SS said there had been no recent meetings and therefore had had no news to report, other than that 

he had passed on to Lauren Baker and Catherine Mayhew the email asking Pedals if we wanted help 

with organising a Bike to Work Day event. He had said that he would not be wanting to follow this up 

for Pedals but thought that NSAT might. 

 

Update on the A52 Active Travel Partnership objection to the National Highways Proposals for the 

A60/A52 Nottingham Knight and A606/A52 Lings Bar / Wheatcroft Roundabouts and the plans for 

the Public Inquiry starting on 8 July, including proposed item on this campaign for the Pedals 



 

 

website (Hugh McClintock)  

HMcC said that he would tomorrow be submitting his Proof of Evidence on behalf of Pedals but that 

he could not present this in person at the Inquiry as he would then still be on holiday. He also said 

that, in drafting this Proof, he had been very careful to coordinate it with the other Active Travel 

provision-related Objectors, especially Steve Parkhouse of The Ramblers, Dave Mackrory, Ruddington 

Rushcliffe Borough Councillor Jen Walker, and former RBC Councillor Rod Jones. Pedals Supporter 

Pete Jagger, who is very active with the Sharp Hill Action Group, had also made some very helpful 

comments on the draft. 

 

HMcC also said that he was aware that there was very little information about this longstanding 

Pedals campaign on our website but that he proposed now to put this right, posting (via SS) copies of 

his Proof of Evidence, an updated version of his article in the last Pedals Newsletter, and an updated 

version of the PowerPoint presentation which he gave earlier this year to the West Bridgford Local 

Traffic and Transport Group. 

 

Update on Pedals proposals for the “RoSChet” foot-cycle bridge proposal including submission of 

supplementary report, requested by Alan Simpson, EMCCA Sustainable Travel Ambassador, and 

subsequent discussions with Alan, etc.  

HMcC said that he had had a very positive response from Alan Simpson, to the Supplementary 

Report, addressing the potential for combining this bridge with possible NET extensions, and that 

Alan had then forwarded it to the Mayor with a request for support.  

 

HMcC also said that he would very soon have an opportunity to ask for the Mayor’s support via a 

question (see below, in italics) to be put to her via the EM Combined Authority Transport and Digital 

Committee, among other series of other sustainable-transport related topics/project proposals being 

coordinated by Anne Robinson for the EMCCA Climate Action Coalition Local Transport Plan 

subgroup, with which he was involved. Alan Simpson was encouraging groups to come up with 

suggestions for a variety of projects to promote non-motorised transport. 

Questions for the EMCCA Transport & Digital Connectivity Committee: Question on the RoSChet 

foot-cycle bridge proposal from Hugh McClintock 

Is the Mayor willing to support further investigation of the excellent opportunity for a major new 
project to promote Active Travel on the borders of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire by taking 
forward the proposals from Pedals (Nottingham Cycling Campaign) and the Derby Cycling Group, 
with the support of the Nottinghamshire Ramblers, for the “RoSChet” foot-cycle bridge across the 
Trent connecting the two nearby Trent Basin Major Regeneration Sites, at the former Ratcliffe on 
Soar Power Station and the former Chetwynd Barracks-Toton area? 

This project would also help to provide a much safer and more direct Active Travel route over the 
River Trent in the Long Eaton / Sawley Marina / Trent Lock / Redhill / East Midlands Parkway Station 
areas than now exists, as well as to serve other major new housing developments such as Fairham 
Pastures in Rushcliffe Borough, just south of Clifton in Nottingham City. With a series of new and 
improved connections on both banks it would be a strong incentive to help promote the use of Active 
Travel to and from these major sites, both for daily / utility / commuting trips, and also for leisure 
trips in the River Trent and Erewash Valley areas, also linking to a series of national, regional and 
local routes such as Routes 6, 15 and 67 of the National Cycle Network, the Trent Valley Way, both 
the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire arms of the Erewash Valley Trail and the Longhorse Bridge via 
Shardlow Greenway, as well as connecting to other Active Travel routes in Leicestershire such as the 



 

 

River Soar Trail and various cycle paths and shared paths connecting across the M1 in the area of 
East Midlands Airport and the East Midlands Gateway. 

Support for this bold and exciting project would also be a strong step forward to help meet your 
ambition for all 4 County Councils and City Councils in the area to help achieve your ambition of 
achieving the same 3 out 4 score in the Active Travel England Capability Rating, as currently achieved 
only by Nottingham City Council. 
From Hugh McClintock, 
for Pedals (Nottingham Cycling Campaign) 
 

Update on proposed meeting with Alan Simpson, James Naish MP, Cllr. Penny Gowland (Notts CC 

and Rushcliffe BC), Adrian Hill (ATE Regional Manager) and Hugh McClintock to discuss the scope 

for flexibility in the application of ATE’s Infrastructure Guidance, with particular reference to the 

proposed upgrading of the junction of Rutland Road, Radcliffe Road and Mabel Grove in the Lady 

Bay area.  

HMcC said that there had been no further progress in fixing a date. 

 

Report on the CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting on 9 June including changed County 

Council arrangements, Waterside Bridge Links and Holme Lane surface improvements, etc. (Hugh 

McClintock, Brendan McCabe and Peter Briggs)  

HMcC said that, with effect from this meeting, Paul Hillier was no longer attending on behalf of the 

County Council. Instead, our next “Pedals List” would be submitted to the general County Council 

Transport Strategy email address and, nearer the time, it would be decided who would organise 

responses and attend the next meeting. By that time, it was hoped, we would have a clearer idea of 

the view and proposed policies of the new County Council administration. 

BMcC commented on his impressions of the meeting and said that it was struck by the general 

constructive and positive attitude of most of those attending, apart from the generally neutral 

attitude of those from the County Council.  

One of those attending on behalf of the County Council, Neil Lewis, was asked to attend in response 

to the request from Pedals for action to improve the surface of the newly gated section of Holme 

Lane (part of NCN Route 15) past Holme Pierrepont Hall, and said that they did intend to make the 

surface more wet weather proof before next autumn / winter with a ‘Chip and Tar’ surface. SY asked 

HMcC to check with Neil Lewis that the new surface would be rolled properly to make it smoother, in 

the absence of general motor traffic to do this. HMcC agreed to contact Neil Lewis about this. 

For the City Council Ciaran Meyers said that, because of further work by Blueprint Regeneration on 

more phases of their Trent Basin housing scheme in the vicinity of the north bank landing of the 

Waterside Bridge it was likely that only a temporary route west of the landing would be available 

when the bridge first opened. HMcC asked if we could have a plan of these routes. 

 

Proposed Pedals, Women in Tandem, and Notts CTC event on the back of CUKs campaign to get 

more women cycling, Tuesday 8th July 2025, Time: 7 – 9pm., Queens Walk Community Centre  

 (Susan Young)  

SY that it was important to get as many people as we can to this event, including women who do not 

cycle, and that she would soon be sending round a message about this (sent on 17 June):- 



 

 

 
Hello 

Please come along if you can and feel free to advertise amongst family, friends and other groups you 

are in contact with. 

If any of you are able to help, please let me know. I will be sending this to a number of contacts and 

will send out a press release at the end of the week. 

In response to CUKs campaign My Ride. Our Right, Pedals is hosting, with support from Women in 

Tandem and Notts CTC, a workshop for women to discuss improving and increasing cycling amongst 

women within the Nottingham area. 

We wish to find out  

• Why women still cycle far less than men.  

• Identify barriers to cycling, especially for using a cycle for everyday use. 

• What we may be able to do to eradicate these barriers. 

• Look at how we can campaign to bring about change. 

Rosemary, West Bridgford outlines some of the barriers she encounters locally: 

‘A disincentive to cycling for me is the attitude of some other cyclists mainly male. I am going at a 

sedate pace because I want to and, currently, I am awaiting surgery. This is not acceptable to some 

other cyclists who near-pass without warning or over-do the warning: over-taking and under-taking. 

Birdcage Walk locally is a typical battleground. It’s not just cars who act aggressively towards female 

cyclists.’ 

We would like to open the evening to all women whether they cycle for leisure, sport, commuting, 

shopping or do not (yet) cycle at all. No formality, just turn up and give us your views and ideas 

though if you know you are coming along, drop us an email so we have some idea of numbers. Don’t 

want to run out of refreshments! 

When: Tuesday 8th July 2025, Time: 7 – 9pm 

Where: Queens Walk Community Centre 

Tea/Coffee/Water and biscuits will be available. 

Pedals https://www.pedals.org.uk/  

Women in Tandem https://womenintandem.org.uk/  

Notts CTC http://www.nottsctc.org.uk/ 

My ride Our Right https://www.cyclinguk.org/my-ride-our-right  

 

Attendance at The Green Hustle 2025 and 2026 (David Nicholson-Cole) 

DNC was thanked for attending this event, at short notice. He was the only Pedals representative but 

said that he had a good friendly welcome from many other people. He said that he strongly 

recommended that Pedals should take part next year and hoped that we could draw up a rota to do 

this, as we tried to do for the Pedals stall at the Nottingham Green Festival each year. We also 

needed to make sure that we always had adequate supplies of Pedals flyers and Business Cards to 

hand out at such events, and that we were in a position to accept offers to donate, e.g. asking people 

to contact us via a particular email address where they would then be given our BACS details. 

 

https://www.pedals.org.uk/
https://womenintandem.org.uk/
http://www.nottsctc.org.uk/
https://www.cyclinguk.org/my-ride-our-right


 

 

Minute taker for 21 July meeting:  

Thomas Madar confirmed that he would be willing to do this. No one was sure whether or not Dave 

Smith would be back from holiday in time to Chair the meeting. 

 

Any other business including items which any newcomers might wish to raise 

“How can we help you?” message to local Cycle Campaign Groups from Roger Geffen of the Low 

Traffic Futures Group: 

DL said that he would respond to this and that he would be able to part in the proposed online 

meeting in early July to discuss the responses. 


