
Minutes of Pedals Meeting
Held at the Vat and Fiddle on Monday 19 May 2025 at 7:30pm

Present 
Pax Hallow (PH) 
David Lally (DL) 
Thomas Madar (TM) (Minutes) 
Brendan McCabe 
Hugh McClintock (HMcC)TM 
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC) 
David Smith (DS) (Chair) 
Susan Young (SY)

Apologies 
Florian Batstone (FB) 
Andrew Martin (AM) 
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)

1)Welcome, and apologies for absence
Done.

2)Minutes of the meeting of 28 April 2025 and Review of Matters 
Arising Including Campaign Updates

These were accepted as true.

3)Erewash Canal Towpath: Audit of Barriers for the CRT ((Peter 
Briggs, David Nicholson-Cole and David Lally)

The report was written and sent in.

4)Bikes on EMR trains campaign (Dave Smith)
This is still ongoing. DS is contacting cycling groups and supporters in the region but having 
problems  identifying people to ask to contact their MPs outside of Nottingham, with the 
exception of Derby and Leicester. An immediate target is to contact 15 MPs and cycling 
campaign groups in Sheffield Chesterfield, Leicester, Nottingham and Derby with a view to 
pressing for sufficient bicycle carriage provision on EMR trains, with an especial reference to 
inter-city services. A press release to the BBC is also in the pipeline.

There was a further discussion on the progress of electrification. EMRs immediate intention 
is to introduce bi-modal Hitachi trains which run under their own power on un-electrified 
stretches of track.

Refurbished Turbostar trains now have areas, separate from the provision for wheelchair 
disabled passengers, suitable for the carriage of bicycles. These areas are situated just 
behind the driver’s cab.



5)Cycle parking at Morrisons and other local Supermarkets (Mark 
Beaven)

Mark was not present to give this report.

6)Update on Pedals website feature on poor cycling provision in new 
housing developments including photos on the Cotgrave example 
cited by Peter Osborne (Jude Wilkinson and Samuel Shoesmith) 
as well as examples of relatively good provision as in Fairham 
Pastures, etc.

Some work has been done. Peter Osborne and Kevin Swindells presented us with some 
poor and some good examples respectively. There are examples of wide shared pedestrian/
cycle paths which some unexpected road crossings. There was some discussion about 
cycling provision in the Clifton and Gotham area and a new Toucan crossing.

7)Promoting cycling to schools and generally among young people, 
including David Nicholson-Cole’s proposed survey (Brendan 
McCabe and DNC)

A Survey Monkey questionnaire designed to be sent to different schools is being prepared. 
The bicycle safety organization at Via may provide ideas for this preparation. James 
Thatcher from Sustrans is also very knowledgeable about cycling in schools.

A remark was made that in contrast to modern times, cycling to school was taken for granted 
in the 1950s. Each pupil was issued with a place in a bicycle shed and there was bicycle 
proficiency training available. It will be a good idea to ask each school about their provision 
for bicycle storage on the premises.

DL mooted the creation of a leaflet promoting the practice of a Bike Bus (supervised cycle 
ride to school which pupils join as it progresses towards its destination). A Worcester based 
cycle campaign group did host a national meeting on Bike Busses so there may be material 
available from this direction.

Enlisting the help of local MPs who support the practice of cycling to school is also a good 
idea.

8)Report on NSAT (North-South Active Travel-Way campaign): 
Mark Beaven

There was no significant news on this.

9)Responses to lobbying of candidates in the recent County Council 
elections and possible follow-up in view of the change of control

Responses to our lobbying were generally sparse. From those that did reply, the response 
was generally positive.

It is important to keep up the lobbying of a local authority which does not support cycling. 
HMcC did send Pedals literature to the staff of the newly elected county council.



10)Report on the 1 May meeting of local cycling groups at the 
Mammoth Cinema including discussion about a possible local 
Car-Free Day (Hugh McClintock, David Lally and Samuel 
Shoesmith)

This was followed up. A suggestion was made for fares not to be charged for rides on trams 
and busses on the car-free day mentioned above, but this was not accepted. 

Our City Green Councillor was enthusiastic about this idea.

HMcC mentioned that Pedals celebrated its fiftieth anniversary with a cycling films evening 
at the Broadway Cinema.

There is nothing planned for the Green Hustle. Patrick will have his pedal powered cinema.

11)Report on Green Festival preparation meeting: coordination of 
bike related stalls and bike parking area. (David Lally).

DL was at the meeting the previous Tuesday. The Green Festival organisers were keen on 
having a good cycling dedicated zone. Last year, there were complaints about the fencing 
restricting views, so our choice of any associated fencing demands particular attention.

The acquisition of a good area for bicycle parking and the provision of the Pedals/Sustrans 
stall was enthusiastically supported by Dave Clasby, but he will not be available for this year. 
James Thatcher was also there, and he represents Sustrans. Will we have a stall 
representing Sustrans this year?

We need to decide on the location of the bicycle park. It was suggested that low crowd 
control barriers should be used to delimit this area: the problem is their acquisition. The 
County Council (who have used these barriers for the Robin Hood Half Marathon) may be of 
help in this area

Ride-Wise (Lenton Abbey Workshop) have a bike trailer which may be useful. In the past 
Life-Cycle had a series of racks which they used for bicycle sales. Ride-Wise may have 
these as well.

Other organisations whose presence would be beneficial to the Green Festival would be 
Women-In-Tandem, Nottingham Bike Works, Bikes Love You and Cycle Saviours.

Also, there was the question of whether just one Dr Bike would be adequate for this festival. 
We have had dialogue with Mikey from Cycling UK who has offered to provide walkabout 
support.

We also need a stall to represent a physical gateway to the cycling themed area.

The cycle area should be in a flat area such as what is found behind the gate leading to 
Arboretum Street. Children could come, borrow some bicycles and try out cycling for 
themselves. However, this is somewhat out of the way of customer traffic. 

There should always be someone present in the vicinity of the bicycle parking area, ready to 
hand out tickets for cyclists desirous of parking their bicycles. As for tickets, paired raffle 



tickets should suffice: one for your bicycle and one for you. DL is willing to take on this 
responsibility.

The date for the Green Festival is Sunday 14th September.

Sally Longford said that she would use her persuasive powers to obtain the best site. She 
should also be able to obtain the required barriers.

Immediate bicycle access to the area which is the subject of this discussion is difficult on 
account of a flight of steps from the street level. This presents some difficulties and makes 
the choice of this area less than ideal. We need to decide whether the bicycle related 
stalls are next to the flat bicycle parking area (and out of the way of the main flow of 
customers) or separate from the flat bicycle parking area and where most of the 
customers walk. The second option will require more people to staff the stalls and the 
bicycle parking area.

We need to decide very soon the person who will be the main coordinator for setting up the 
Pedals equipment at the Green Festival. DL has volunteered and will liaise with SS for this.

We need to ensure that the display boards are waterproof or sheltered. Last year’s Green 
Festival was attended by a burst of heavy rain.

12)Update on the A52 Active Travel Partnership objection to the 
National Highways Proposals for the A60/A52 Nottingham 
Knight and A606/A52 Lings Bar / Wheatcroft Roundabout: plans 
for the Public Inquiry starting on 8 July. (Hugh McClintock)

We are working with the Ramblers’ association. Several people support the Active Travel 
Partnership objection which is the title of this section. We are aware that the landowner of 
the underpass within the scope of this section is hostile to cyclists and walkers. The 
underpass is a public bridleway has been blocked by this landowner in the past but is now 
passable. It is in a very poor condition and not suitable for cyclists. There is a move to 
compulsorily purchase the land in the vicinity of the underpass that a suitable upgrade can 
be built. This saga is to be continued.

13)Update on Pedals proposals for the “RoSChet” foot-cycle bridge 
proposal including supplementary report for Alan Simpson, 
EMCCA Sustainable Travel Ambassador.

Alan Simpson is very interested in this proposal. He is very keen to support transport 
decarbonisation including active travel and public transport. Alan has additionally asked 
HMcC to report on how the proposal would relate to further extensions of the tram route. 
HMcC has been trying to contact supportive councillors in Derbyshire and Alister Michel from 
Chesterfield. However, the councillors in focus have lost their seats, which means a new 
search for supportive councillors.



14)Proposed Pedals, Women in Tandem, and Notts CTC event on the 
back of CUKs campaign to get more women cycling (Susan 
Young), agree budget.

SY has contacted Women in Tandem and has found a venue (Queen’s Walk Community 
Centre). She proposes to organise the event in question for 8th July with the aim of it taking 
place prior to the school holidays. The venue will find cutlery, crockery and an urn for the 
heating of water for hot drinks, but we have to supply tea, coffee and refreshments. There is 
no time stated by which we have to vacate the premises. The room which we propose to hire 
is large, removing the requirement to book in advance. And it is easily accessible by walkers, 
cyclists and users of public transport.

The sum of £100 should cover the cost of this event. Room hire will be £30 per hour for a 
two-and-a-half-hour session, and we have to find tea, coffee and biscuits on top. When 
everything is determined, publicity on the Pedals website will follow.

SY has contacted the Cycling UK campaigns officer (Sophie Gordon) and will have a further 
dialogue with her in a few days. She has marked relevant items in the Pedals mailbox for 
easy location in the future.

SY has made numerous contacts with other potential stakeholders to help with publicity. A 
suggested activity is contacting Emily Spencer of Nottingham Trent University who is in a 
position to offer valuable assistance.

SY maintained that this event would also offer good publicity for Pedals and the Cyclists’ 
Touring Club.

HMcC also suggested Caroline Lowbridge of the BBC as a good contact for subjects such 
as the difficulties which women face when embarking on a night-time journey. 

Other difficulties include pressure to wear the ‘right’ clothes and to ride the ‘right’ bicycle. 

PH volunteered to help with the refreshments and has offered to provide coffee bags as he 
dislikes instant coffee, even Nescafe Gold Blend.

15)Pedals.org.uk mailbox items
Louise Kelly was offering a media training course for anyone who wishes to speak to the 
Media about Pedals during the upcoming Bicycle Week (which starts on Monday June 9th). 
SY was unable to afford the time to undertake this training and to speak to the Media as 
mentioned above. DS will call Louise back to state a case of no availability. .

Paul Paine did send a personally critical e-mail to Paul Hillier which copied in Pedals. This 
led to a reply from Paul Hillier’s line manager copying in DS. DS stated that to maintain 
cooperation we must be careful not to send personally critical e-mails on behalf of Pedals: 
we must always consider that the organisation as a whole is responsible for the matter in 
question.

http://Pedals.org.uk


16)Future Pedals meetings, including possible invitation to Alan 
Simpson.

Alan does like talking to community groups. It was deemed appropriate to wait until the late 
Autumn (October/November). HMcC to send a written invitation for Alan to speak for either 
the October or November meeting (Pedals meetings are on the third Monday of the month).

Alan is keen to capture the Pedals opinion on various issues such as junction improvements, 
access to the new cycle-foot bridge in the Lady Bay area and Regatta Way.

17)Feedback on (Spring / Summer 2025) Pedals newsletter
This been deferred.

18)Chair and minute taker for 16 June meeting
DS will not attend. DL will chair it. HMcC will take the minutes.

19)Any other business including items which any newcomers might 
wish to raise.

It was proposed to start Pedals meetings at 7pm as opposed to 7:30pm. This will give 
attendees more time to discuss matters prior to a 9 to 9:30pm deadline and more time for 
socialisation afterwards.
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