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KIDICAL
MASS

Nottingham

Sunday 1* June 2025
Victoria Embankment

Children’s Cycle Park
Leaving at 11am
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Coming up on Sunday 1*
June it will be a Kidical
Mass Nottingham ride!

facohonk

This is a big group slow cycle
ride through the streets of
Nottingham. It will begin from
Victoria Embankment Children’s
Cycle Park going on
approximately a 5-mile ride and
ending back where it

began. Around halfway
through, there will be a stop off
for about 20 minutes for a rest.
The ride leaves at 11am on the
dot so please arrive in good
time.

By riding in the safety of one big
group and by using the
infrastructure and provisions in
place, it is a reminder that we
need more of it, and we need a
cultural shift to get as many
people as we can cycling short
distances. The Kidical Mass
slogans are “Space for the next
generation” and “Kids are Traffic
Too”.



Everyone is welcome to attend —
all ages and abilities. If you have
never been on a cycle ride with
us before and would like to have
a look at some photos and
videos from past events, check
out the Facebook group or
search on Google.

Many thanks to Pedals for their
support for Kidical Mass. The
rides are a great opportunity to
demonstrate why a coordinated
campaign to change minds
quickly for improved cycling
facilities is vitally needed.

Visit the Facebook group page
to find out more:

https://www.facebook.com/qr

oups/kidicalmassnottingham

Holme Lane, Holme
Pierrepont, welcome
gates access

improvements
5 , E
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After many years of pressing for
improvements to the often
appallingly rough, and at times very
muddy, state of Holme Lane past
Holme Pierrepont Hall (part of
Sustrans National Cycle Network
Route 15) we much welcome the
implementation in March of the
new gated access arrangements to
exclude general motor vehicle
access.

The strong support for these
measures from County Councillor
Roger Upton has been invaluable.


https://www.facebook.com/groups/kidicalmassnottingham
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kidicalmassnottingham

Although reduced pressure from
motor vehicles will help to reduce
wear and tear on the surface we
also now want to see longer lasting
surface improvements and we are
now pressing the County Council for
this too.

Even better would be for these
further improvements to be
included with a blanket 20mph
speed limit all the way from Regatta
Way and Adbolton Lane to The
Green, Radcliffe-on-Trent, with a
lowering of the 40mph limit that
was introduced a few years ago
west of Holme Lane.

Such a wider measure would help to
improve the safety for vulnerable
road users, and the general
attractiveness of the whole of this
route which is of particular
importance for leisure trips,
connecting soon to the south bank

! of the new Waterside foot-cycle

bridge and its improved approaches,
as well as to the Cotgrave
Greenway, once this is finally
repaired and reopened.

Cotgrave Greenway repairs: County
Council update of 8 May 2025
Updates on this issue can be found
at Current disruption |
Nottinghamshire County Council.

Latest update:

We are aware that this continues to
be a cause of concern for local
residents, while we work to resolve
a difficult and complex situation.

“Specialist contractors have come up
with some proposals and we are
now working hard to establish how
we can move things forward and
secure both the long-term stability
of the embankment and the re-
opening of the multi-user route.


https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/emergencies-and-disruption/current-disruption?_gl=1*134pume*_gcl_au*MjEwMjQ1ODU2NC4xNzM3OTc1MjYz*_ga*MTkxNzEwNzk4NS4xNjcxMTkwMzM0*_ga_QHE3HKNBEC*MTc0MTAxNDM3MS4xNTUuMS4xNzQxMDE1MjIxLjE2LjAuMA..&_ga=2.10522224.514395885.1741010852-1917107985.1671190334
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/emergencies-and-disruption/current-disruption?_gl=1*134pume*_gcl_au*MjEwMjQ1ODU2NC4xNzM3OTc1MjYz*_ga*MTkxNzEwNzk4NS4xNjcxMTkwMzM0*_ga_QHE3HKNBEC*MTc0MTAxNDM3MS4xNTUuMS4xNzQxMDE1MjIxLjE2LjAuMA..&_ga=2.10522224.514395885.1741010852-1917107985.1671190334

“The assessment of the damage still
prevents us from opening the multi-
user route due to health and safety
reasons and we would urge
members of the public not to
attempt to access the closed section,
as this could put themselves and
others at risk.”

Waterside Bridge
construction now at last
well underway!

Well over 10 years after the start of
the campaign by Pedals and several
other local groups for a new foot-
cycle bridge across the Trent on the
east side of Nottingham,
construction work, by Balfour
Beattie Ltd, is now well underway,
following site clearance earlier this
year.

From early May until the opening of
the bridge next Spring the south
bank riverside path between The
Hook and Lady Bay bridge the
riverside path is closed to facilitate
construction work, starting with the
bridge abutments.



There is a diversion route via the
narrow section of Grantham Canal
towpath between the Environment
Agency offices and the City Ground,
Scarrington Road, the signalled
crossing at the south end of the
Lady Bay Bridge Access Road, Holme
Road

The diversion includes the recently
upgraded path between Holme
Road the riverside path which
passes close to the playground on
The Hook.

The bridge is now being fabricated
by Briton Fabricators of Hucknall -
their MD recently posted this on
LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/de
an-morcom-a710b928 fabrication-
inspection-trialerection-ugcPost-
7312235167551541249-elPS with a
few photos.

These sections will later be moved
to the main bridge assembly site, at
Trent Basin, on the site recently


https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dean-morcom-a710b928_fabrication-inspection-trialerection-ugcPost-7312235167551541249-eIPS
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dean-morcom-a710b928_fabrication-inspection-trialerection-ugcPost-7312235167551541249-eIPS
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dean-morcom-a710b928_fabrication-inspection-trialerection-ugcPost-7312235167551541249-eIPS
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dean-morcom-a710b928_fabrication-inspection-trialerection-ugcPost-7312235167551541249-eIPS

occupied by the warehouse which
housed the Flo Skate Park, and
which in future will be used for a
further phase of the Trent Basin
housing developmen
el
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The main bridge construction site
next to Trent Basin, from which the
bridge is to be lifted into place
across the river in November

Prefarred location option for
ow bridge over River Trent:
© Teent Basia signment

A crane has now been booked for
the bridge to be lifted into place in
November (wind permitting!) which
should be a great spectacle for
everyone to look forward to!

We are still awaiting details from
the City Council of their plans for
improved connections to the north
bank landing of the bridge,
complementing those implemented
last year between Trent Lane and
Colwick Park.

Priorities for Pedals in this area
included further extension and
upgrading of the riverside path on
both sides of the north bank
landing, and a good direct route
between it and Daleside Road,
including a replacement of the very
substandard and cramped (former
pelican, though now officially shared
use, i.e. toucan) signalled crossing
near the Eastpoint Shopping Centre.

And all these links, we think, need to
be comprehensively, coherently and
consistently signed, including to and
from other routes (on both sides of
the river) including in the A61
“Corridor”, or City Route N14.



A series of improvements on the
south bank have now been agreed
between the City and County
Councils and Rushcliffe Borough
Council, including long overdue
improvements to the poor surface
of the riverside path between The
Hook and Lady Bay Bridge.

All the improvements, including
several junction improvements will
help to make walking and cycling in
the local area safer once the new
bridge opens, expected by March
2026 and will generally help to
improve cycle facilities to and from
the Lady Bay area.

The works, which will see
improvements at the junction of
Radcliffe Road and Trent Boulevard,
the junction of Radcliffe Road,
Mabel Grove and Rutland Road and
the junction of Radcliffe Road, Cyril
Road and Rutland Road, will be
funded by Nottingham City Council’s
allocation from the Transforming

Cities Fund and commissioned by
Nottinghamshire County Council.

At the junction of Radcliffe Road
and Trent Boulevard, the pedestrian
refuge will be widened, and some
areas of the crossing will be
resurfaced and widened to provide
more capacity at peak times.

The existing toucan crossing at the
junction of Radcliffe Road, Mabel
Grove and Rutland Road will be
upgraded and new shared footways
will be added. Realignments of both
the Mabel Grove and Rutland Road
junctions will take place to slow
vehicles down and deter them from
overtaking cyclists close to the
junctions.

Double yellow lines along Mabel
Grove and Rutland Road will be
extended to give extra visibility at
the junctions and reduce
congestion.

At the junction of Radcliffe Road,
Cyril Road and Rutland Road, the
existing toucan crossing will be
upgraded to a sparrow crossing —
meaning that a new segregated
parallel pedestrian and cyclist
crossing area will be created to
provide extra space.



A new, segregated cycleway will also { N
be created alongside the path
connecting to Cyril Road and the
existing path connecting to Rutland
Road will be resurfaced.

Other improvements include N

widening part of the existing path
on Radcliffe Road close to the \ /

existing toucan crossing at Cyril
Road and Rutland Road to give more
space for pedestrians and cyclists.

And now for the next
new Trent foot-cycle
bridge we want to see:
the “RoSChet” bridge!

We have now, with support in
principle from the Derby Cycling
Group, stepped up our campaign
for a further new foot-cycle bridge
across the Trent, in the vicinity of
the Midland mainline railway
bridge on the Nottinghamshire /
Derbyshire border close to Trent
Lock, south of Long Eaton, and Red
Hill.

Not included are further plans to

upgrade further connecting sections

of the south bank riverside path,

between The Hook and the Water

Sports Centre and Country Park at

Holme Pierrepont, and between

Lady Bay bridge and County Hall via

the path under Trent Bridge, past

the Environment Agency Offices and

the NFFC City Ground. We will

continue to press for these which

are also part of Sustrans NCN Route

15 and the Trent Valley Way.

e For more information visit:
https://www.transportnottingha
com/project/pedestrian-and-cycle

bridge/



https://www.transportnottingham.com/project/pedestrian-and-cycle-bridge/
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We have given it the working title
of the “RoSChet” bridge but no
doubt a much better name could be
found in due course!

~_

This new bridge would, in
particular, connect the two major
Regeneration sites in the area, the
former Ratcliffe-on-Soar Power
Station employment site, in
Rushcliffe Borough, and the
Chetwynd Barracks-Toton housing
and employment site in Broxtowe
Borough and very close to the
boundary with Erewash Borough in
Derbyshire.

If combined with the proposals,
dropped two years ago by the
County Council for a Nottingham-

Beeston-Chilwell Derby “Cycle
Superhighway” it could also link to
such improvements and other links
including to and from Stapleford.

South of the river such a bridge
would also improve Active Travel
connections to and from East
Midlands Parkway Station, the East
Midlands Gateway and East
Midlands Airport, in Leicestershire,
as well as the major new housing
development at Fairham Pastures in
Rushcliffe, south of Clifton which
now includes several sections of
new shared path.

These major changes make it all the
more important, we believe, for us
also press for a revival of the plans,
abandoned two years ago, because
of much increased costs, for another
“Cycle Superhighway”, extending
the City Council’s Southern Cycle
Corridor (Routes N1 and N2),
between the City Centre and Clifton,
through Fairham Pastures, towards
EMP Station, EMG and EMA, in the
vicinity of which further major new
developments are proposed.



safer and more direct Active Travel
route across the Trent in this area
than now exists, e.g. the very busy
B6540 south of Long Eaton and
west of Sawley Marina, the only
non-rail crossing of the Trent west
of Clifton Bridge.

—

It would also link to many other
national, regional and local cycling
and walking routes in the area,
including Routes 6, 67 and 25 of the
Sustrans National Cycle Network,
both the Nottinghamshire and
Derbyshire Arms of the Erewash
Valley Trail, the Trent Valley Way,

and the River Soar Trail in nearby
Leicestershire.

Options for the exact siting of the
bridge, and its connections in all
three counties, would need careful
further investigation but could, we
have suggested, including
repurposing of the tunnel through
Red Hill, north of the former Power
Station site, and EMP Station, and
used by vehicles, including Land
Rovers, in servicing the pump close
to the railway bridge, which was
used to draw water from the Trent
for use in the Cooling Towers.

Alan Simpson, pictured on a recent
visit with East Midlands Mayor
Claire Ward on a visit to Ridewise.

We have already had a very
encouraging response when we
presented our proposals in April to
Alan Simpson, the Mayor’s new
Sustainable Travel Ambassador for



the East Midlands Combined
County Authority and are now
doing some further work for him, in
response to his request for our
views on how such a bridge could be
combined with possible further NET
extensions.

We have also had lots of positive
replies from several other people
and organisations in all three
counties, including Councillors and
Council Officers, and will be
pursuing these contacts further
once the new County Council
administrations have had more time
to settle in.

We have also been liaising about
our plans with Active Travel
England, and Sustrans, while
emphasising that EMCCA is now the
most important organisation to take
forward these exciting trans-county
proposals.

For more information see:
https://www.pedals.org.uk/2025/0

4/28/roschet/

Other Cycle Scheme

News: Nottingham:

See also updates on the Transport
Nottingham website at:
https://www.transportnottingham.
com

Welcome start on City cycle
direction sign improvements

We have been pleased in recent
months to see cycle direction sign
improvements on several routes,
including the Canal Street cycle
path, the Trent Basin-Colwick Park
area, and to and from the
Suspension Bridge via The
Meadows.

We hope that these will soon be
followed by more, e.g the whole of
Route N1, i.e. the Southern Cycle
Corridor between the City Centre,
Wilford Bridge and Clifton, and


https://www.pedals.org.uk/2025/04/28/roschet/
https://www.pedals.org.uk/2025/04/28/roschet/
https://www.transportnottingham.com/
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including signing of the connecting
routes to and from the major new
Fairham Pastures housing
development in Rushcliffe Borough,
between Clifton and Gotham, etc.

First phase of cycling and
walking upgrades completed

on Porchester Road

Work has finished on phase one of
the Active Travel England-funded
improvements on Porchester Road
in Mapperley.

Nottingham City Council were
awarded over £1.7 million from the
Active Travel Fund for investment
along Porchester Road. This funding
has enabled the council to deliver a
modern pedestrian and cycling-
friendly scheme, with clear
segregation from traffic. To date,
the council has built a segregated,
two-way cycle path on Porchester
Road — beginning at Burgass Road
and finishing at Cherrywood

Gardens. Phase two of the
programme starts soon.

For more information see:
https://www.gedlingeye.co.uk/ne
ws/major-1-7m-pedestrian-and-
cycling-enhancements-completed-
on-mapperleys-porchester-road/

We would like to see a further
extension of the Porchester Road
facilities up to Woodborough Road
but doing this is complicated both
by the relative shortage of space
and the fact the City / County
(Gedling Borough) boundary runs
down the middle of the road.

Queen’s Drive / Meadows
Way crossings open but need
better signing

We welcome the completion earlier
in the year of the new safe crossings
of Queen’s Drive and Meadows
Way, both about 100 metres north
of the Crossgate Drive junction.
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These help to provide a more direct
safe route between Lenton,
Birdcage Walk and the heart of The
Meadows Area.

However, it is quite easy for people
using the established approach
routes not to be aware of the new
crossings, so we have asked the City
Council to better signage on both
main approaches.

Other Cycle Scheme
News: County

Pedals much welcomes the recent
repair of two badly degraded
shared paths, the north bank
riverside path by the Trent

between Beeston Lock and the
Broxtowe / City boundary west of
Clifton Bridge (photo above), and
the short section of path (part of
Sustrans NCN Route 15) connecting
the south bank riverside path in
Holme Pierrepont along the
perimeter of the Sailing Club to and

from Adbolton Lane (photo below
[ e z

We would also like now to see
further improvements on the
connecting south bank riverside
path between the Sailing Club link
and The Hook, to connect with the
improvements between The Hook
and Lady Bay Bridge planned as part
of the upgraded links to the south
bank landing of the new Waterside
Bridge.

Even better would be also to see
firm plans for improvement of the
next section of the riverside path,
between Lady Bay Bridge, the path
under Trent Bridge and County Hall,
all also part of NCN15.



We have been pressing the case for
an integrated approach to all these
improvements and the various path
upgrades being discussed between
Rushcliffe Borough Council and
NFFC in relation to their City Ground
expansion plans, helping further to
improve the general riverside
environment including the nearby
short section of the Grantham Canal
towpath between the river and
Scarrington Road and the planned
upgraded crossing at the south end
of the Lady Bay Bridge approach
road (A6011) at the west end of
Trent Boulevard.

Proposed toucan crossings delay:
There is still no definite news of the
likely date of implementation of the
two new toucan crossings on which
Via East Midlands Ltd. and the
County Council consulted last year.
They are on Victoria Road in
Netherfield, just off the A612 and at
Beckside (east of Ashridge Way),
Edwalton, West Bridgford.



Update on the 25+ year saga
of the Pedals Campaign to
upgrade the subway-
underpass under the A52
south of Sharp Hill, West
Bridgford

Longstanding Pedals supporters will
be well aware of our campaign
going back over 25 years, to get
National Highways (and its various
predecessor) to upgrade the
subway underpass under the A52
Trunk Road south of Sharp Hill,
West Bridgford, as the centre piece,
with other improvements, of a
longer route connecting
Ruddington with the Sharp Hill and
Edwalton areas on the south and
east sides of West Bridgford.

For many years we seemed to make
very slow progress. However, in
2021, the year after many people
during lockdown discovered this
much neglected facility and
wondered why they had not known

about it before and why it was in
such an appalling state.

Nottinghamshire Ramblers and
other local groups, including the
British Horse Society, then got
involved and a much higher profile
campaign was launched in 2021
under the banner of the A52 Active
Travel Partnership Safe Crossings
campaign.

We then launched a petition to get
wider public support and this soon
attracted more than 2000
signatures, which was very
encouraging.

We then presented the petition to
National Highways and got the
support both of Ruth Edwards, the
former MP for Rushcliffe, and
Councillor Neil Clarke who at that
time was the County Council
Portfolio Holder for Transport and
Environment.

A feasibility study was then
commissioned by National Highway
to investigate upgrading of the
subway-underpass and its main
approaches and this report, by
Tetratech Ltd., was published in
March 2022.
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However further progress since then
has been very slow mainly because
of the difficulties National Highways
then encountered in negotiating

with the major landowner involved
on the north side of A52.

They wanted to acquire land to help
provide a good connection thinking
that this could not be done wholly

within the land they already owned.

The A52 Active Travel Partnership
have always been keen to get the
upgrading of the subway-underpass
included in the wider proposals for
the two nearby major junctions on
the A52, on which National
Highways first consulted in January
2019. These are the A52/A606
Nottingham Knight junction and the
A52/A606 Lings Bar / Wheatcroft
junction.

However National Highways
preferred to regard the subway-
underpass as a separate scheme,
and this meant that when they
came to start the process of

compulsory acquisition of land for
the both roundabouts they did not
include in this CPO area the subway-
underpass site which was left just
outside to the west.

The Rambilers in particular were
keen to stress that this meant that
when the new junction changes
were made at the Wheatcroft /
Lings Bar roundabout that there
would still be a very dangerous
crossing point for Bridleway 2 which
runs between the south and east
sides of Mickleborough Hill and the
Aldi. etc retail park off Landmere
Lane.

They argued that it would be much
safer for this bridleway to be
diverted through the subway with
its status being upgraded from a
public footpath, as it has been for
about 10 years, into a bridleway.

Pedals and other groups in the
Partnership supported this view and
this remains the key objection to the
proposals.

Pedals is also keen to see wider
changes including improvements to
the condition and surface of the
subway and its various approaches
on both sides of the A52, including
traffic-calming on the connecting



sections of Landmere Lane and Old
Loughborough Road on the

In the longer term we see upgrading
of the subway-underpass as the
most vital improvement to help
develop a longer cycle route
connecting Ruddington, including
Rushcliffe Country Park, with
Edwalton and Melton Road, and the
wider east side of West Bridgford,
including the various improved
routes being developed in the new
major housing development at
Edwalton Fields, with connections to
Rushcliffe Spencer Academy, and to
the Green Line north towards the
centre of West Bridgford.

This is a public footpath but with
concessionary right for cyclists.

Several sections of the planned
shared paths north of the A52 have
in fact now been built, e.g east of
Sharp Hill, and between Boundary
Road and Stanier Drive, although
these do not yet connect coherently
and direction signing so far is mostly
lacking, as it continues to be,
despite our repeated protests, on
the nearby shared paths on the
A606 (Melton Road), between
Village Street and Landmere Lane,
otherwise completed in 2023.

To bring this report up to date, the
Active Travel Partnership,
coordinated by Steve Parkhouse of
the Ramblers, and others interested,
have the opportunity to argue our
case further at the forthcoming
public inquiry which has now been
fixed by National Highways to start
on the 8th of July.

This will examine the both the
compulsory purchase order (CPO)
for the whole scheme and the side



road orders (SDOs) for the whole
scheme.

Among the other people supporting
our case are local Ruddington
Rushcliffe Councillor Jen Walker and
former Rushcliffe Councillor Rod
Jones, who, as well as being a keen
cyclist, has a long-standing record in
addressing rights of way issues in
the wider Sharp Hill and Landmere
Lane areas.

Our battle therefore continues.
Watch this space!

Nottingham Cycle Map
(including adjoining bits of
Rushcliffe, Gedling and
Broxtowe)

The Nottingham Cycle Map which
includes adjoining areas of
Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe.
Copies of the latest edition (2024)
can be obtained from the City
Council offices at Loxley House on
Station Street.

They do however no longer have the
resources to post out printed copies
so you have to pick them up.
Alternatively, you could access an
online version at
https://www.transportnottingham.
com/article/cycle-maps/

Updates on current and
new Pedals campaigns:

: A
Erewash Canal towpath
(Derbyshire):
Pedals completes barriers
audit for the CRT


https://www.transportnottingham.com/article/cycle-maps/
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Although the Erewash Canal
towpath, part of the Derbyshire arm
of the Erewash Valley Trail, lies just
across the County boundary, many
Nottinghamshire cyclists of course
use it.

About two years ago therefore,
Peter Briggs from Pedals, following a
nasty accident which a friend of his
had when colliding with one of the
barriers on the towpath, approach
the Canal and River Trust to ask for
the barriers to be removed.

In response Dick Vincent, the CRT
National Towpaths Adviser, agreed
to have a site meeting with Peter
and Hugh McClintock, attended also
by several of his CRT colleagues,
national and regional.

Having seen the problems at first
hand, they agreed to go away and
think about how to address them
and the idea of a possible national
pilot scheme to remove or at least
modify them.

Earlier this year Dick Vincent
approached Peter for help by Pedals
in carrying out an audit of all the
barriers on the towpath, between

Trent Lock and Langley Mill, an offer
which we much welcomed.

Since then, and greatly helped by
extensive field work by David
Nicholson-Cole and David Lally, an
excellent detailed very well-
illustrated dossier has been
compiled and recently submitted to
the CRT.

Very many thanks to the two Davids
and Peter for all their hard work on
this which, we hope, will in due
course lead to worthwhile changes
on this towpath and perhaps also
others, funding permitting.

David Nicholson-Cole commented:-
“I have been asked to send out the
May 2025 finished version of the
Erewash gates study that we
(Pedals) have been working on in
Spring 2025.

Although the Canal is in good
condition, there are many which
need improving.

I have been on group cycle rides
where the number of gates on a
single ride has become 20 or 25,
with the riders having to lift ebikes
through narrow gates, when the
logical observer can see that many
are redundant, over severe or still



failing to meet their purpose, which
is presumed to be to prevent motor
vehicles using the trail.

Thus, the study is a prototype of
methodology for photosurveying
any cycling route, for gates and
hazards. Recommended Sustrans
criteria have been used.

There is a version of 1 page per
page for slide showing. There are a
number of printable versions, 4,8 or
9 per page, with a choice of
landscape or portrait, for document
storage and economy of printing.
These are all on Googledocs and
are freely downloadable from:
https://drive.google.com/drive/fol
ders/1 kl4gYtraNXOQMnI9kFTPbwp

7UZSxdw02?usp=sharing

Contact David N-C for more
information:
dnicholsoncole@gmail.com
We hope that the dossier will soon
appear on the Pedals website

S >

Pedéls website feature to

highlight bad (and not so
bad / relatively good
cycle facilities)

We agreed recently to set up a new
Pedals website section to publicise
poor cycle facilities should also
include examples of not so poor /
relatively good ones, such as the
new shared paths being built in the
Fairham Pastures major housing
development south of Clifton, as
mentioned above and shown in the
photo below

This is despite the fact that these
were planned before the publication
of the most recent Cycle
Infrastructure Design Guidance, in
Local Transport Note 1/20.
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Cycle
Infrastructure

Design

In general, there are more good
standard cycle facilities in the City
s ‘ : than in adjoining County areas with
No doubt all you could easily think a good many more having been

of other examples, bad and not so upgraded to current DfT LTN 1/20
bad, but this suggestion was standards, but the Regatta Way
sparked off by a complaint from segregated cycle path and footway
Peter Osborne about the very poor upgrade two years ago by the
standard of some of the new County Council (pictured below) is

facilities introduced as part of new one good example that stands out,
housing developments in Cotgrave, o far as it goes!
as in the photo above & ¢

In line with the aspirations of the
East Midlands Mayor, Claire Ward,
for all Councils in Nottinghamshire



and Derbyshire to have the same 3
out of 4 Capability Rating from
Active Travel England, rather than 1
out of 4, as Nottinghamshire were
rated in the last Assessment, we
hope, with help from ATE and the
EM Combined County Authority, to
see far more good standard County
facilities in the next few years.

Further comments / examples
welcome please!

"y \
Bennerley Viaduct Eastern
ramp: continuing delay
There is a continuing problem with
the unstable ground conditions
affecting the half-built eastern
access ramp (pictured above) but
Broxtowe Borough Council and the
FoBV (Friends of Bennerley Viaduct)
still hope to complete the
construction of the new access
ramp to the viaduct at the
Awsworth side of the crossing,

and the new visitor centre this year,
we understand.

Pedals EMR Cycle capacity
Campaign update no.2, May
2025

(original web article December
2024, campaign commenced
September 2024.)

Update from Dave Smith

Many thanks to everyone who has
already pitched into this campaign,
we have progressed steadily after
the initial burst of activity in autumn
2024,

It's encouraging to discover that a


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-derbyshire-66466794

lot cycling people agree that
spending £400 million on new
InterCity trains that have poorer
provision for carrying cycles than
the ones they are replacing defies
common sense, and feel sufficiently
strongly to have emailed their MP
about it, as well as the new regional
Mayor Claire Ward and East
Midlands Railway themselves.

E'R

The target is to write to as many
MPs with constituencies along the
Midland Mainline served by EMR as
possible to ask for their support.
Pedals has been reaching out to
other cycling groups to cooperate in
this.

Eight MPs have been contacted so
far, of these, five have expressed
support. Several have forwarded
our concerns onto the Rail Minister,
Lord Hendy of Richmond.

Unfortunately, his response has not
been encouraging, though this was
perhaps to be expected, there is a
lot of inertia to overcome as the
new trains are based on designs
already in use by GWR and LNER,
built by Hitachi at Darlington.

Effort in the coming months is to

continue find supporters to contact
the MPs not contacted so far and
follow up on the ones that have not
responded.

Pedals plans further publicity
around the time that the new trains
start to come into service in
October. We hope to make a strong
impression on the new Great British
Railways public company, such that
future plans for new trains are more
cycle friendly.

If you haven't already, please
consider writing to your MP using
points from our campaign webpage
below. This applies particularly if
you live in or happen to have
cycling friends in Nottingham
North, Leicester constituencies,
Derby South, Erewash, Harborough
and Kettering who would like to
help
https://www.pedals.org.uk/2024/1
2/08/pedalsemrcampaign/
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Victoria Embankment Road
Closure: issues following
switch to camera

enforcement

For some months we have
expressed our serious concerns to
the City Council about the
continuing problems with some
drivers abusing the road closure
near the Suspension Bridge, despite
the new signs warning of camera
enforcement and the risk of
incurring fines.

Camera enforcement replaced the
previous planters and since then the
“Road Closed” sign in the middle of
the road has often been removed.
Just before we went to press we had
this further response from the City
Council:-

“Various barriers have been used
since the initial temporary closure
was introduced and whilst they have
largely been effective there have
introduced some issues, particularly
in relation to access for events and
emergency vehicles.

It was always the intention that we
would replace the planters with
camera enforcement once
Nottingham City Council got the
powers to enforce moving traffic
offences and this is now in place.
Non-emergency vehicles who pass
through the restrictions will be
issued with a fine.

Our Traffic Management section
have confirmed that warning notices
will be issued in the first 6 months
for a first offence, after 6 months (or
a second offence) PCNs will be
issued.

As with all new transport schemes it
will take a bit of time to operate
effectively and once PCNs are issued



we expect this to discourage vehicles
from passing through. The number
of vehicles defying the restriction is
being monitored and we are also
reviewing the signing to ensure it is
as clear as possible to drivers.”

Encouraging cycling to school:
a proposal from Samuel
Shoesmith

How can we get our children to
school without feeling tired,
grouchy and not having to breath in
polluted air in the back of a car or
around the school gate. Catch the
"bike bus"! An article published on
the Pedals website discusses the
growing popularity of the "bike
bus".

Spreading to towns and cities the
world over, it involves a group that
cycle together as one group
stopping off on the route to school.

The safety element of riding in
numbers comes from the increased
visibility.

Often playing music, it allows the
children and adults to feel energised
building activity into the day and
gets blood pumping around the
body putting the brain in optimal
learning mode.

Ones already happening in
Sherwood allowing the pupils to get
to primary school. Can your school
launch one? Links with advice on
setting one up can be found on the
page.
https://www.pedals.org.uk/2025/03
/16/bikebus/

Integrating cycling with
further possible NET
extensions

Earlier this year East Midlands
Mayor Claire Ward announced
funding for a feasibility study for
possible further extensions of the
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NET tram network, including ones
to Gedling and from the current
Toton Lane terminus to the
Chetwynd Barracks-Toton
Regeneration site. Pedals wants to
ensure that the implications for
cyclists are considered from the
start.

Drawing on our earlier experience
since the NET was first proposed in
the late 1990s with discussions over
how best to ensure maximum
benefits for cyclists from tram
developments, and minimising risks,
we are keen to emphasise the
importance of the impacts on
cyclists being fully considered as an
integral part of these plans.

This includes trying to provide new
cycle facilities, or shared paths,
along further tram routes, and the
provision of safe crossings where
paths or roads cross the tram tracks,
to minimise the risk of cyclists
slipping, especially in wet or icy
weather. Such layouts need to

encourage cyclists to cross at right
angles or close to right angles.

Secure bike parking at tram stops is
also important, something that we
often failed to achieve both in the
original NET Line One, and in the
two extension lines, to Clifton and
Toton, opened in 2015.

Ideally, we would also like to see
arrangements for carrying bikes on
trams, something thar, despite our
lobbying, has been ruled out, apart
from for folding bikes, since the first
NET Line opened, for various

reasons.

Other East Midlands
Cycle Campaigners News:

East Midlands Cyclists Forum
meetings to be revived this

autumn

Until the onset of the Covid
Pandemic in 2020, there were for
several years, between 2006 and
2019, regular meetings of cycle
campaigners in the East Midlands.

These meetings, started by the
Derby Cycling Group in 2006, took
place about once a year, on



Saturdays, and were known as the
East Midlands Cyclists Forum.

They had a fairly informal, very
friendly and very enjoyable
atmosphere. Meetings were hosted
by local campaign groups in
different places including Derby,
Nottingham, Lincoln, Chesterfield
and Leicester.

An EMCF gathering hosted by
Pedals in 2010, with a ride after
lunch following a meeting in the
morning

The usual format was to spend the
morning with one or two speakers
and local campaign group roundups.

After lunch we then set out on a
tour of local cycle facilities and the
afternoon ended come up, for those
not in a hurry to get away, with an
opportunity for more informal
discussion and networking in a local
café or pub.

Cycle
Cherterlield

The local campaign group in
Chesterfield, Cycle Chesterfield, are
now very keen to revive these
meetings and have offered to host a
meeting in Chesterfield on Saturday
the 12th of October between 11am
and 3pm.

For more details contact Martin
Farr or Alistair Meikle of Cycle
Chesterfield via
faraway101@hotmail.co.uk or
chair@cyclechesterfield.org

There is some interest in Pedals in
our hosting a meeting in the autumn
of next year when we hope to offer
an afternoon tour that will take in a
ride over the new Waterside foot-
cycle bridge, due to open next
Spring.

New Newark and Sherwood
Cycling and Walking Advisory
Group

We have recently been approached
by a new Active Travel campaign
group in the east of the county. This
is the Newark and Sherwood District
Cycling and Walking Advisory Group.
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Geoff Lester of the Group is very
keen to liaise with Pedals and other
local campaigners in the East

Midlands. We understand that there

is interest in starting in a similar
group in Bassetlaw District.

To find out more contact Geoff
Lester at glester5@hotmail.co.uk

Congratulations to RideWise
in their recent 20" birthday
celebrations

Several people Iong actlve in
Pedals, such as Susan Young and
Andrew, have also, over many
years been active trainers with
RideWise and Pedals in general has
always tried to work closely with
this well-established cycling and
walking local charity.

RIDE

They work to help families, schools
and individuals of all abilities to
embrace active travel and, over the

last 20 years claim to have
supported over one million people
to travel more sustainably and we
therefore congratulate them on this
important milestone

For more information about all
their invaluable work visit:
https://www.ridewise.org.uk/

Nottingham Green
Festival, Sunday 14
September - Cycle Focus -
Help please with the
Pedals stall!

This year’s Nottingham Green
Festival, to be held on Sunday 14
September at the Arboretum, will
again have a Cycle Focus and we
would please appreciate having
mor volunteers to help staff the
Pedals staII

@%&@5&-@5%

Last year’s Cycle Focus, encouraged
by former City Councillor Sally
Longford, involved several other
groups including Sustrans and the
Doctor Bike Clinic run by Graham



mailto:glester5@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.ridewise.org.uk/

Lansdell of Cycle Saviours in The
Meadows.

The photo shows Claire Ward, h
then newly elected East Midlands
Mayor visiting the Pedals stall.

- Ifyou can help, even for
just an hour or two, please
get in touch via
contact@pedals.org.uk

Our general contact
Contact@pedals.org.uk email
address is working again!

Our general contact
Contact@pedals.org.uk email
address is working again, thanks to
Samuel Shoesmith.

Emails are now being regularly
picked up and responded to

Pedals website working again

at last!

After many months without
updating, we are very pleased to
report that the site is now working
again. This is thanks to a lot of hard
work by Samuel Shoesmith and Kev
Swindells.

We have now added much new
information and hope to do a bit
better job of future updating. More
help with this is always welcome
please!

The site Includes links to join as a
Supporter and to subscribe to the
Pedals Discussion Group, as well as
dates of future meetings.

Pedals social media links

https://www.facebook.com/pedalsn
ottingham

https://x.com/PedalsNottm

https://www.instagram.com/pedals

notts/
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Pedals meetings and agendas
Meeting agendas are sent
automatically to everyone who
subscribes to the Pedals Discussion
Group.

Details of how to subscribe can be
found at
www.pedals.org.uk/get-involved

Pedals Meetings take place in the
Visitor Centre at the Vat and Fiddle
PH on Queen’s Bridge Road near
Nottingham Station and there is bike
parking nearby. All are welcome!

Pothole or other problem
reporting

See the ‘Report a problem’ info at
http://pedals.org.uk/resources/

Traffic Signals complaints
contacts

We get several issues raised
relating to the slow timing of traffic
signals / cycle signals / toucan
crossing signals considered to be
holding up cyclists unduly.

e  City Council faults should
be reported via:
https://www.nottinghamcit

y.gov.uk/reportit

e  For complaints in the
County Council area
(including Broxtowe,
Gedling and Rushcliffe
Boroughs): if it is believed
that a set of signals aren’t
working correctly (that is,
they are noticeably slower
than previously
experienced), this should
be reported at
https://www.nottinghamsh
ire.gov.uk/transport/roads/
report-a-road-or-
pavement-problem.

Keeping in touch with Pedals
To keep in touch with Pedals visit
our website: www.pedals.org.uk

You can also follow us on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/pedalsnottin

gham

Pedals contacts:

For general enquiries email:
contact@pedals.org.uk
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You should also use this email And finally, a picture of a
address if you wish to subscribe to canalside Raleigh sculpture
made of old bicycles!

the Pedals Discussion emails group
and /or occasional Mailchimp mini-
newsletters / updates

Pedals QR code
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Next issue

The next issue will appear in
October 2025 -

Editor: Hugh McClintock:
Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com
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