Minutes of the Pedals monthly meeting Monday 28 April 2025, 7.30
pm. at the Vat and Fiddle PH, Queen’s Bridge Road, Nottingham

1. Welcome, and apologies for absence from:-
David Nicholson-Cole, Susan Young, Andrew Martin and Thomas Madar

Present:

Dave Smith (Chair) (DS)

Hugh McClintock (Minute taker) (HMcC)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)

David Lally (DL)

Pax Hallow (PH)

Brendan McCabe (BMcC)

Florian Batstone (FB)

2. Minutes of the 17 March 2025 meeting and review of matters arising including campaign
updates:-

Replacement Pedals folding display board
It was agreed to thank Dave Clark very warmly for his help in getting a replacement board and also
David Nicholson-Cole for agreeing again to store it safely.

Encouraging local primary schools’ interest in the construction of the Waterside foot-cycle bridge

HMcC said that the reference in the minutes to “Wycliffe” Primary School should be corrected to
“Heymann Primary School (West Bridgford)”. He also mentioned that Nick Ebbs was trying to
stimulate similar interest by the Greenwood School in Sneinton, of which he is a Governor. As full
construction of the new bridge now gathers pace, he hoped that this would help encourage further
such interest.

HMcC also said that the reference in the second paragraph of the minutes on this item to “Paul
Bourne, one of the project managers”, should be corrected to “Paul Horn, Project Manager”.

Erewash Canal towpath: audit of barriers for the CRT (Peter Briggs, David Nicholson-Cole and David
Lally) including potential interest from Anna Chapman, Derbys County Council

As there was no further news on whether or not this audit had been completed and submitted to the
CRT, HMcC said he would ring Peter Briggs and try to find out.

Cycle parking at Morrisons and other local Supermarkets (Mark Beaven)
No further news to report.

Poor cycling provision in new developments including photos on the Cotgrave example cited by
Peter Osborne (Jude Wilkinson and Samuel Shoesmith).

SS said that the new page on the Pedals website and the special Pedals You-Tube channel to highlight
these examples, had been set up but, in answer to a question from HMcC, said that the images of
poor examples from Cotgrave, sent several weeks ago by Peter Osborne, had not yet been included.
SS therefore asked HMcC to approach Peter Osborne to resend them, along with any updated
comments he might now wish to add.

It was also agreed that the examples we publicised should include some (rather / relatively) better
ones, e.g the new provision in the Fairham Pastures housing development in Rushcliffe (south of
Clifton) on which Kev Swindells had commented recently and posted a series of photos to illustrate
his comments.



Promoting cycling to schools, including bike buses, and generally among young people, including
David Nicholson-Cole’s proposed survey (Brendan McCabe and DNC) No further news to report on
DNC'’s survey but it was clear that there was still strong interest in Pedals taking up such issues,
including encourage bike bus schemes such as the one in Sherwood with which SS had been
involved.

HMcC repeated the point he made at a previous meeting that in deciding how best Pedals should
take on campaigning on such issues we should first approach both Ridewise (Helen Hemstock) and
Sustrans (James Hatchett) to find out more about their local experiences, to avoid the risk of
duplication of effort, and help us to see just where we could most usefully play a role, preferably in
partnerships with schools where we knew there was strong interest, from teachers, governors,
parents and pupils, etc. He also said that Susan Young and Andrew Martin, both Ridewise instructors
with extensive experience of teaching cycling in schools, could also give us very useful advice.

Report on NSAT (North-South Active Travelway campaign): Mark Beaven
No further news to report, apart from SS mentioning that there was soon to be an NSAT meeting, the
first for some time. He would ensure that we were kept informed of the outcome.

Bikes on EMR trains campaign (Dave Smith)

DS said he had now managed to get emails sent to 8 MPs in the Midland Main Line Area down to
Luton. One local gap was Alex Norris, MP for Nottingham North, and he asked for suggestions for
specific Pedals Supporters or other cyclists in that Constituency whom he could approach to help
with this. It was suggested that he first contact Susan Young who was very likely to have some
suitable suggestions.

DS also mentioned that Jean Baird, Secretary of the Derby Cycling Group, had been very helpful in
approaching their local MPs. SS said he might be able to help in approaching the MP for Kettering
and DL said that he could do the same for Erewash Constituency.

DS said that he would be doing a campaign update for the forthcoming Pedals Newsletter.

Responses to lobbying of candidates in the forthcoming County Council elections
DS thanked Tim Saunders for getting out the message about this to all Pedals Supporters.

HMcC reported on the responses he had had from 3 of the candidates in the West Bridgford West
Division of Rushcliffe, all very supportive (Green, Liberal Democrat and Labour). The Conservative
candidate, Hari Om, however, had not (yet) replied and HMcC also said that he had not been able to
obtain contact details for the Reform UK Candidate.

It was hoped that there would by the time of our next meeting to have more responses to report.

3. Proposed Pedals, Women in Tandem, and Notts CTC event on the back of CUKs campaign
to get more women cycling (Susan Young)

DS said that he understood that Susan was proposing a joint event with Women in Tandem and Notts
CTC, probably to take place in early July, and that she had asked for Pedals financial and publicity
support. She also proposed to organise a Skittles evening at the Embankment pub in early Autumn.
No dates had yet been set for either event.

4. Pedals proposals for the “RoSChet” foot-cycle bridge proposal (HMcC)

Following up the submission to Alan Simpson, EMCCA Sustainable Travel Ambassador, of the Pedals
proposals for the “RoSChet” foot-cycle bridge proposal including support from the Derby Cycling



Group and many others and including report of Hugh’s meeting with Alan on 15 April, and further
Pedals publicity plans, after the Local Elections.

HMcC summarised the main points from his recent very useful meeting with Alan Simpson, who was
generally very interested and supportive. He made clear however that he was very keen to see how
such an Active Travel Project could be combined with improved public transport, especially one or
more further NET extension tram routes. HMcC had now agreed to do this in the next few weeks.

He also said that he had several very positive responses from several other organisations, including
Derbyshire County Council and Broxtowe Borough Council (Greg Marshall, Deputy Leader), and
James Naish, MP for Rushcliffe, and that he would making renewed approaches after the local
elections, to help keep up the momentum. This would include contacts in nearby Leicestershire who
could also benefit from the project.

He would also be giving the new bridge proposal a big plug in the next Pedals newsletter and hoped
that this would help to stimulate wider interest, including from local media.

5. Request for comments on draft revised Pedals comprehensive list of outstanding
infrastructure issues, to be submitted on 30 April ahead of circulation of written responses
from the City and County Councils and National Highways, on 30 May, a week (plus the
weekend) before the 9 June 2025 CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting.

HMcC said he would be finalising the list and submitting it on 30 April. DS said that he would be away
for the 9 June subgroup meeting and asked if anyone else might be able to take his place (10.00-
11.00) on Teams. If so, please let him or HMcC know asap.

6. Request for items for the next (Spring / Summer 2025) Pedals newsletter, likely to go to
press in mid-May.
HMcC asked for any contributions to be sent to him by 7 May at the latest, if possible.

7. Minute taker for 19 May meeting
Thomas Madar had kindly agreed to do this.

8. Thursday 1st May, 7pm - Cycling get-together at Mammoth
Agreed that HMcC and Pax Hallow would represent Pedals. SS and DL said that they would
also be attending, wearing different hats.

Part of the purpose of this gathering, as well as showing some cycling films, was to help
prepare for the Green Hustle event in the Old Market Square and Sneinton, etc. on Saturday
31* May, as well as to promote a Car-Free Day in Nottingham, probably in September as, it
was understood, Ridewise had at one time done.

9. Any other business, including items which any newcomers might wish to raise
SS requested emergency financial support of £100 from Pedals for flyers and post cards to
publicise the Kidical Mass event he was organising on Sunday 1 June.

HMcC said that we also probably soon need for Pedals flyers and business cards, at least for
the Pedals Stall at this year’s Nottingham Green Festival on Sunday 14 September. He said
that Mark Beaven should have the artwork for both of these, for which he had previously
arranged printing. SS said he would approach Mark.

It was then agreed that Pedals should allocate a total of £200 to cover all of these printing /
publicity needs.



PH asked me for the minutes to include all the various dates mentioned. HMcC agreed to do
this, including the planned East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum in Chesterfield on Saturday 11
October (10.00-15.00). This was being organised by Alastair Meikle (Chair) and Martin Farr
(Secretary) of Cycle Chesterfield at the St. Thomas’ Centre Coffee Bar, Chatsworth Road S40
3AW. It would include talks and groups round-up in the morning and, in the afternoon, a tour
of some local cycle facilities, no doubt including the new DfT LTN 1/20 standard segregated
cycle path on Chatsworth Road!

BMcC emphasised the importance of Pedals doing more to campaign for extended 20mph
limits, as Gary Smerdon-White was now doing in the Attenborough-Broxtowe area. HMcC
agreed with the importance of doing this more widely outside Nottingham (where such
limits on residential streets have been the norm for some years now), e.g building on the
campaign in West Bridgford with which Pedals was involved, with modest success, in the
Lady Bay etc. area of West Bridgford about ten years ago, and also, after the Local Elections,
reviving the idea, the need for which had been much emphasised by Roland Backhouse, for
having a 20mph limit on all of the important leisure route (“Trent Recway”, as Roland had
suggested naming it) between Radcliffe Road, Regatta Way, Adbolton Lane, Holme Lane and
The Green, Radcliffe on Trent. This would complement the new Gated Access arrangements
on Holme Lane, past Holme Pierrepont Hall, and reflect the increased leisure importance of
all of this route following the opening next year of the Waterside Bridge, particularly once
the Cotgrave Greenway repair work was finally carried out and completed.

HMcC mentioned that on 29 April he and Steve Parkhouse of Notts Ramblers would be
having a Teams meeting with Leyton Rahman, A52 Nottingham Major Project Manager,
National Highways (and 3 of his NH colleagues) to discuss their request for withdrawal of our
objection submitted by Steve on behalf of the A52 Active Travel Partnership concerning the
refusal of NH to include in their Major Junction proposals the diversion of the bridleway (BR
2) through the subway-underpass south of Sharp Hill because of the continuing strong
objections from the nearby major landowner, Mr Brian Wells, and NH’s unwillingness to use
compulsory purchase powers to acquire the land needed. HMcC said he would report back
on this at the next Pedals meeting, on 19 May. It is not yet clear whether or not a Public
Inquiry will be held, depending on how many outstanding objections there are. NH need to
make a decision on this by 12 May, by when they have to report to the DfT on the latest
situation.



