
  
Minutes of the Pedals Monthly Meeting held on February 17, 2025, at the Vat and Fiddle PH, 
Queen’s Bridge Road, Nottingham 
 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies for absence. 
Apologies for absence received from: - 
Jack Chisholm 
Andrew Martin, 
Florian Batstone 
Present: - 
Dave Smith (DS) (Chair) 
Hugh McClintock (HMcC) (Minute taker) 
David Lally (DL) 
Samuel Shoesmith (SS) 
Peter Briggs (PB) 
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC) 
Jude Wilkinson (JW) 
Brendan McCabe (BM) 
Thomas Madar (TM) 
Mark Beaven (MB) 
Pat 
 
 

2. Minutes of the meeting of 20 January 2025, matters arising and review of Actions 
including: - 

• Pedals campaign for EMR to improve provision for bikes on trains 
 
DS said that he had a reply from Lord Hendry, Minister for Rail, which ignored the points he 
had made. He also said that had found Jean Baird of the Derby Cycling Group a very useful 
contact and he had also spoken to Tim Morton from the Leicester Cycling Campaign Group 
who was also very interested and supportive. DS said that a total of 25 people had now 
written in support of our campaign. 
 
HMcC mentioned the advice from Railways Historian and Journalist Christian Wolmar on a 
recent Active Travel Café call that the best way forward to increased pressure on Great 
British Railways, which now existed in shadow form, and would soon to be taking over all the 
current franchises. This would have the biggest potential in the longer term. 
Pat echoed the comment which other people had made in recent months that, with EMR, we 
should now focus on the design of the new regional rolling stock and not the new intercity 
trains due to enter service very soon. 
 
 

• Improving cycle parking at Morrison’s Superstore, Gamston: Mark Beaven to update 
 
MB said that he had not yet written to Morrisons to follow this up. 
 
 

• proposed coordinated campaign with Sustrans and NFFC to improve the section of NCN15 
between County Hall / Trent Bridge and Lady Bay bridge, including diverting the route under 
the City Ground Trent End Stand (link to current revised RBC planning application 



19/02589/HYBRID for the Redevelopment of the Peter Taylor Stand at the City Ground, 
comments for which are needed by 27 Feb): 
 
HMcC reported that he, MB  and BM had arranged a Teams meeting for Wednesday 19 
February with James Hatchett of Sustrans to coordinate responses from Pedals and Sustrans 
to the revised planning application. 
BM said that he had not yet a reply to his email to Colin Ealy, Health and Well-being Officer 
at NFFC but that he would now chase him for a response. 
 
 

• update on signing of the contract with Balfour Beattie for the construction of the Waterside 
Foot-Cycle Bridge and associated publicity and likely timetable for the start of works. 
 
HMcC mentioned the many messages he had received in the last few days, following the very 
welcome announcement about the signing of the contract and the imminent start of 
construction, congratulating Pedals and the other groups most involved in the 10-year 
campaign for the bridge. He said that he was also very much aware of the dangers of 
appearing to spend too much time on celebrating this success and so appearing very smug 
and complacent, when there were so very many other issues with which we needed to get a 
grip. 
He also said that had been in touch again with Caroline Lowbridge of BBC News to encourage 
her interest, nearer the time of the start of construction, in doing some filming about the 
new bridge, and mentioning the involvement of Pedals and other local groups in the 
campaign. She had now confirmed this and proposed doing it in November, at the time the 
lifting of the bridge was due to take place (weather permitting!) 
 
 

• Erewash Canal towpath and request for Pedals involvement in carrying out a detailed audit 
of the barriers; Peter Briggs, David Nicholson-Cole and David Lally to report on recent site 
visit and update on audit progress. 
 
DNC reported on the recent site visit and detailed audit he had carried out with DL, 
mentioning that PB had in the end not been able to join them. However, PB said that he 
hoped soon, with warmer weather, to be able to join the next such visit before the next 
Pedals meeting. It was likely that this would then mean that the detailed audit of the whole 
18km length of the towpath could be finalised and submitted to Dick Vincent, the CRT 
Towpath Adviser and his colleagues. 
DNC also mentioned that there were two user-operated A-frame barriers on the towpath 
which allowed access by maintenance vehicles and gravel trucks. He thought that these 
could be a model for wider use on towpaths. DL said that these were usually locked open. 
PB commented that were many points along the towpath where motorcyclists could gain 
access if they wished but that this was in practice fairly uncommon. 
 
 

• Early feedback on the implications for cyclists of the new taxi bays on the west side of 
Carrington Street outside Nottingham Station. 
 
Comments were made that this was already causing problems for cyclists, but also for bus 
drivers, making it harder for them to overtake cyclists safely. 
Since this experiment was due to last for 18 months it was agreed that we keep a close eye 
on the situation, including the related matter of EMR’s wish to prevent access between the 



public footpath overbridge and the platforms, on revenue protection ground. This clearly 
meant substantial disadvantages for many people including for cyclists using the two nearby 
cycle parking compounds, as Pax pointed out. 
 
 

  
3. Proposal from Jude Wilkinson for a new Pedals campaign to help avoid cases of very poor 

new cycling provision in new developments such as that recently highlighted by Peter 
Osborne in Cotgrave/ Hollygate Lane. 
 
It was agreed that the main priority now should be to gather evidence of examples of such 
poor provision, using photos and videos as well as text. JW agreed to discuss with SS how 
this could be done on a special Pedals You-Tube Channel, linked to the Pedals website. 
 
HMcC said that we should also mention these examples to Adrian Hill, the Regional Manager 
for Active Travel England, as he had done already for the Cotgrave example. He had also 
included in his recently updated comprehensive list of Pedals outstanding infrastructure 
issues, to be discussed at the CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting on 10 March. 
 
HMcC said that getting higher standards of new infrastructure should be helped by ATE’s role 
in ensuring that new schemes were DfT LTN 1/20 compliant, and by the ambition of the new 
EM Mayor, Claire Ward, for both City and both County Councils in the D2N2 area to achieve 
the same 3 out of 4 ATE Capability Rating Scores achieved in the last 2 years by Nottingham 
City Council, not 1 as with Notts County Council! 

 
 
 

4. Proposal from Brendan McCabe for a new Pedals campaign to promote cycling to and from 
schools, and generally among children / young people. 
 
Agreed that Pedals should be doing more campaign on this, provided that we had enough 
people to get involved, and that we worked closely with other organisations such as 
Sustrans, Ridewise and the City and County Council Road Safety Officers, with extensive 
experience in this area. We also needed to work closely with local schools that had a good 
track record on promoting cycling, while learning the lessons from this experience in 
reaching out to other schools (teachers, parents and pupils) to do more. 
 
SS said that we should encourage more Bike Buses, as at Haydn School. 
 
DS referred to discussions in this issue at the recent Labour Cycling Conference in Leicester 
which he attended and some very inspiring examples of projects in the London area, 
including “Mums for Lungs” and “Solve the School Run”. However, even in that area there 
could be a vociferous minority of parents who do not want to be discouraged from driving 
their kids to school. 
 
DNC referred to the importance of bike sheds at schools and offered to organise a survey of 
local schools on whether or not they had bike sheds and what else they were or were not 
doing to encourage cycling to school, including the availability of training and bikes for 
children who did not have them. 
It was agreed that he should go ahead with this, in liaison with BM and SY, and also with 
Ridewise (Helen Hemstock, CEO) and Sustrans (James Hatchett) and Road Safety Officers, to 



learn from their detailed experience and local knowledge, avoid duplication of effort and to 
help him focus on the questions and issues where further information would be particularly 
useful. 
 
 
 

  
5. Report from Dave Smith on the Labour Cycle Campaigners’ Conference in Leicester, on 

Saturday 1 February; also briefly EMR campaign status 
 
DS said that, in view of the limited time for remaining business, he would postpone giving his 
report on this well-organised event where he had made several useful contacts. 
 
 
 
 

6. Report on Greater Nottingham (main) CAWAG meeting of 17 February: Hugh to report (see 
written report circulated ahead of the meeting; there was however no time at the meeting 
to discuss this) 
 
To save a bit of time in getting through what I know is a very crowded agenda for this 
evening’s Pedals meeting here is a brief-ish (!) report on the main CAWAG meeting earlier 
today (the CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting, in which we have most interest, is not 
until 10 March). 
 
Newcomers to the meeting included Emily Spencer, who leads on Sustainable Transport for 
NTU, and Sara Davies from the (Notts) Active Partners Trust, who deals with the rest of the 
County outside the City, which is covered by Laura Armitage, who was away on leave. Their 
current main focus is promoting walking, including the National Walking Month in May, but 
cycling is also very much on their agenda. 
 
Emily Spencer appeared to know little about current infrastructure projects in Nottingham 
City, but is now in touch with Ciaran Meyers from the City Council who was on the call (Keith 
Morgan however was away on leave). I have also now sent her (and Sara Davies) copies of 
the most recent Pedals newsletter and added both their names to the list of complimentary 
copy recipient for future issues (from May 2025). 
 
There was quite a bit of discussion about Lime Bikes on the new Dot e-Scooters soon to 
appear in Nottingham and I took the chance to mention to Ciaran Meyers, who is responsible 
at the City Council for liaising with Lime ebikes that Pedals is generally keen to see the 
scheme extended outside the City, as has already happened to some extent, it appears 
(without much publicity) in part of Broxtowe! He also said that they have negotiated a new 
contract with Lime ebikes which should address many of the issues that arose with the 
earlier contract, including ebikes often being left around, to the detriment of other path / 
street users”. 
 
Both James Hatchett and Dave Clasby from Sustrans were on the call, despite the fact that I 
thought that Dave had now left Sustrans to take up his new job with the Derwent Valley Line 
Community Rail Partnership! Apparently, he is now staying on at Sustrans until 28th 
February. 
 



Dave mentioned that Alan Simpson has been appointed as the new Sustainable  Travel 
Ambassador for the EM Combined County Authority which is very good news, given his 
extensive political experience (as the former MP for Nottingham South, before Lillian 
Greenwood) and his very strong interest in Climate Change issues. Dave Clasby knows him 
well and thought this a very good choice. I did meet Alan a couple of times many years ago 
when he was an MP, one of which was at the House of Commons, when I was invited down 
to listen to a House of Commons Transport Committee debate on cycling! In his new role he 
will of course be working closely with Clare Maltby, who until last week was the Regional 
Director for Sustrans. That should be a very good combination! 
 
Dave also mentioned, interestingly, his personal view that the current D2N2 Area-wide 
LCWIP, i.e. Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan, is attempting to cover too wide 
an area and needs to be replaced by ones for each of the 4 City and County areas, if not for 
each District / Borough (if those still survived, post 2027, which is now very questionable!) I 
guess anyway that the LCWIP system is bound to change in some way, given both the 
growing importance of Combined Authorities, and the imminent reorganisation of Local 
Government. We need to watch this closely! 
 
Dave also mentioned that former City Councillor Sally Longford, another person with a very 
strong interest in Climate Change issues, including the need to promote cycling, is keen to 
repeat again this year the 2024 joint Pedals-Sustrans etc. presence, including stall, Dr. Bike, 
and bike parking, at the Nottingham Green Festival, to be held at the Arboretum on 
Sunday 14 September. I said that in principle we much welcomed this but would confirm 
after tonight’s meeting. Meanwhile, we should get it firmly in our diaries, and make sure that 
we have by then acquired a new set of folding boards, to go on the table in our display tent / 
marquee, to replace the one that last year was found to have badly deteriorated since the 
previous year’s stall! 
 
I think that covers all of the things that came up of most interest to Pedals. 

  
  

7. Implications for Pedals future campaigning of the 2025 County Council elections and the 
proposed wholesale revision to the existing pattern of Councils in the County, in c2027, 
including the likely abolition of Borough / District Councils, and the establishment of 2 new 
Unitary Authorities. 
 
There was no time to discuss this item. Deferred to our next meeting 
 
 
 
 

8. Notts Cycling: scope for possible collaboration between Pedals and the Newark & 
Sherwood Active Travel Advisory Group etc.: exchange of messages with Geoff Lester (8-9 
February) 
 
There was no time to discuss this item. Deferred to our next meeting 
 
 
 
 



9. Preparations for Pedals AGM on Monday 17 March 2025, including officers' roles: sharing 
options, giving one month’s written notice to all Pedals Supporters, circulating minutes of 
the 2024 AGM, and confirmation of Chairing and Minute-taking arrangements. 
 
DS said that we needed at least 2 people to take responsibility for any suggested new 
campaign, with a champion for each campaign. 
He also said that it would be useful to have someone else willing, with him and HMcC, to 
share responsibility for keeping an eye on new messages to the Contact at Pedals email 
address, now that we had at last got it working again, thanks to SS and Kev Swindells. 
We also very much needed a Secretary, a post which had been vacant since Emma Metcalfe 
had to step down in 2019. In the absence of a Secretary we needed a few more volunteers to 
help take minutes. 
DS said that he would liaise with Tim Saunders about asap sending out a notice about the 
AGM to all Pedals Supporters, along with copies of the 2024 AGM minutes. 
 
MB agreed that we had to think carefully about whether or not we had the bandwith to take 
on further campaigns. He said that we also needed to think carefully about priorities. 
 
In response to MB’s questions about what the role of Secretary entailed, HMcC suggested 
these roles: - 

• Having the main responsibility for all Pedals emails, in and out 
• organising and sending out agendas for meetings 
• Taking minutes and meetings and circulating them 
• Organising bookings for room for meetings and venue for any special events 
• Acting as the focal point for enquiries to Pedals 
• Liaising with the Publicity Officer (SS) about keeping the website updated 

 
 
 

10. AOB, including any particular items / issues which any newcomers would like to raise. 
 
There were no newcomers. 
 
TM agreed to take the minutes at our next meeting (AGM) 

 


