Minutes of Pedals Meeting

Held at the Vat and Fiddle on Monday 20 January 2025 at 7:30pm

Present

Mark Beavan (MB)

Peter Briggs (PB)

Jack Chisholm (JC)

Tim Hills (TH)

David Lally (DL)

Lilith Litly (LL)

Thomas Madar (TM) (Minutes)
Hugh McClintock (HMcC)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)
David Smith (DS) (Chair)
Susan Young (SY)

Apologies

Andrew Martin (AM)
Brendan McCabe (BM)

1) Welcome and Apologies for Absence

See above.

2) Minutes of the meeting of 18 November 2024 and matters arising
and review of Actions

These were accurate and a reflection of the meeting.

3) Minutes of the meeting of 16 December 2024 and matters arising
and review of Actions

a) Supermarket Bicycle Facilities

MB wishes to write to Morrison’s at Gamston about the poor cycle parking facilities which they have.
They did have bicycle stands right outside the main entrance, but these were moved to an out-of-the-
way location so that the space could be used for displaying merchandise. Indeed, there is scope for a
Pedals campaign to challenge poor cycle parking facilities at supermarkets.

Action for MB to write to the manager of Morrison’s at Gamston about the poor cycling facilities
there and action for a wider campaign to fight for good bicycle parking facilities at supermarkets.

Good bicycle parking facilities at supermarkets will encourage local residents to use their bicycles
instead of their cars for the local shop, resulting in fewer cars on the road.



If there are poor bicycle parking facilities at a supermarket, it may be that the supermarket does not
own the land that it is built on but rents it from a ground landlord whose permission needs to be
obtained prior to bicycle stands being erected in a good place. This adds another layer of complexity.

b) Discussion with James Hatchett about the poor state of bicycle paths on
the South side of the river.

There was a continuing discussion about the poor state of the bicycle path on the South side of the
river, particularly around the Nottingham Forest Football Ground. An especial emphasis is that this
bicycle path is part of NCN 15 and is one of the paths planned to connect with the new
bicycle/pedestrian footbridge to be constructed between Lady Bay and Colwick. The section of path
between Lady Bay Bridge and Trent Bridge is cluttered with cars making it difficult for cyclists to
navigate this route.

Action by MB, in consultation with others interested such as Brendan McCabe, DNC and
HMcC, for a letter to be written to emphasise the need to upgrade the path to coincide with the
upgrade of the Nottingham Forest stands. MB suggested a scope for a dedicated meeting which would
lead to action being taken. SS said that Colin Ealey is the Health and Wellbeing Manager at
Nottingham Forest and will be able to influence proceedings which would lead to a path
improvement. His e-mail address has been made available for correspondence. Further action for a
campaign in this area.

¢) EMR. Bicycles on Trains

When booking a train on the EMR website, you can now see whether or not there is a bicycle space
on the train you wish to travel on (though the accuracy of the information is in doubt). It is still in
doubt as to whether all Nottingham MPs have been written to about the easy availability of bicycle
spaces on Nottingham trains. Action on DS to ensure that all Nottingham MPs have been contacted
about this subject.

d) Pedals Website Costs

All costs have been paid, and the website is working. The access to information about future meetings
has been improved. Documents such as the ones connected with CAWAG have been uploaded and
information about the history of Pedals has been made available. Further information is being
uploaded.

If you wish to make a donation to the Pedals website, it insists that you have a PayPal account. Action
for PayPal to be removed from the website, and for a resolution to any discrepancies between DNC
and PayPal.

e) Clifton Park and Ride Site

Ian Roome wrote to Pedals in Oct 2023 reporting that he had found that he wasn't allowed to park at
the Clifton P+R site then cycle into Nottingham without paying for a tram ticket. Whilst this was
perhaps understandable policy for other P+R sites, the Clifton one is particularly underused at present.

Action: DS to write to Keith Morgan and/or raise at the next CAWAG meeting.

f) Acceptance of December Minutes

The minutes of Monday 16 December were accepted as a true record of the meeting.



4) Suggestions to add to the draft Pedals List of outstanding
infrastructure issues for CAWAG Infrastructure Subgroup Meeting

HMCcC circulated a recent revised draft of the Pedals list of infrastructure issues. Before the last
meeting (in December), there was a request from Paul Hillier of Nottinghamshire County Council that
we prune this list to enable the County Council to deal with the remainder more easily. An action was
agreed to prune the main part of the list, but to keep the rest in reserve. Once a year, we would study
the list with him to identify the most significant issues and especially ones which changed
circumstances might after all mean they could be addressed.

DL commented that the crossing of Waterway Street and Meadows Way to Queens Walk should be a
single (direct) crossing, could this be added to the City Council part of the list?

Another item are the traffic lights at Dunkirk Roundabout. Lights enabling cyclists to cross the
Southbound Slipway do not work as they should. And the traffic lights by the Cornerstone Church on
Castle Boulevard do not detect cyclists as they should. There was then a discussion about other traffic
lights which do not detect cyclists. (PS to meeting: HMcC suggested that the best way to report
issues with traffic signals or cycle signals not working properly was for people to submit details
directly to the relevant sections of the City and County Council websites, or, in the case of trunk
roads, to National Highways, via the links he then gave and which SS has now put on the website).

5) Recent letter to Peter Briggs from Dick Vincent, Canal and River
Trust National Towpaths Adviser (requested audit and possible
experimental removal of barriers on the Erewash Canal towpath)

More than 18 months ago, a Dick Vincent and the Canal and Rivers Authority expressed an interest in
removing the barriers installed along the Erewash Canals Towpath. This interest was maintained, but
more recently, Dick stated that there were insufficient funds for this action to be realised. There was
talk of applying to the National Lottery for the necessary funding.

A survey is being carried out with information about each barrier being recorded including a picture,
mileage from Langley Mill, mileage from Trent Lock, related comments, a description, necessary
diversions if required and low bridges in the vicinity.

There was a remark made in that the barriers are not very effective in keeping out some antisocial
path users such that there is little point in having them.

There is scope in presenting the results of this survey to Dick in anticipation for the removal of the
barriers.

The most profitable action would be the completion of the survey and its presentation to Dick Vincent
of the Canal and Rivers Authority. When this has been done, we can think about a possible bid for
National Lottery funding for the removal of the barriers.

Pictures of the barriers were passed around the meeting attendees.

On the same path, there are other obstacles besides barriers which make it difficult and/or unpleasant
to use, for example, low bridges and muddy/rough stretches which force cyclists to divert to the main
road. These need to be addressed.

Following the meeting it was agreed that Peter Briggs, David Nicholson-Cole and David Lally, would
meet on site to inspect all the barriers on this towpath, and record details, before compiling a photo



dossier to submit to the CRT. They would first at the next Pedals meeting discuss the outcome of their
site visit, before the dossier was finalised and submitted.

6) Possible expansion of Lime rental e-bikes to areas adjoining
Nottingham City

Alice Pheasant (UK Project Manager for Lime Electric Bicycles) was well satisfied with how Lime
bicycle rental was proceeding in Nottingham and hinted that Lime Electric Bicycles were having
negotiations with Nottingham County Council about an expansion of the rental scheme outside the
City.

(Note that when the Lime E-bike rental scheme started two years ago, Nottinghamshire County
Council declined to be involved...with the result that E-bike rental was confined to the City Council
area.)

There is some potential danger of some opposition when electric bicycles are mentioned. When they
first became available, Lime electric bicycles were left lying on pavements, resulting in an obstruction
and a trip hazard for pedestrians, but more recently, there has been a crackdown on riders leaving their
bikes just anywhere. They have to leave their bikes in designated parking areas and prove this by
sending in a photograph of their parked bike.

A question was asked about formal docking facilities, like with the London Santander Bike Scheme. It
was considered not cost effective and not part of the intended business model to have formal docking
areas for Lime electric bicycles. A man with a van tours the city checking Lime Electric Bicycles and
takes in those requiring maintenance, redistribution or a new battery.

A question was asked about the number of Lime employees in the city. On a visit to the Lime
premises, there were four people carrying out maintenance and two, maybe three more checking in the
Lime bicycles in the city. There are perhaps a dozen employees taking care of these bicycles.

There was a remark that despite the electric assistance of these bicycles cutting out on Trent Bridge,
some were ridden under pedal power alone into West Bridgford and left there until Lime staff came to
redistribute them. This adds another reason for the expansion of the area in which Lime Electric
Bicycles can be ridden, particularly into the boroughs of Rushcliffe and Broxtowe.

There was a remark that Lime Electric Bicycles are being ridden by youths without payment for this
service (alarm deployed and bicycles making a clicking sound).

7) Bicycle Routes around Tollerton

Tollerton Parish Council have neighbourhood plans which have been approved by Rushcliffe Borough
Council. These have now gone to a referendum to take place on 13™ February in Tollerton so that
residents have a say. The Parish Council are looking at creating bicycle routes in the village and out of
the village and into the surrounding area with an especial focus on the A52 and the new Gamston
Fields Sustainable Urban Extension housing development between Tollerton and Bassingfield, east of
the Gamston-Lings Bar section of the A52

There has been lobbying concerning a new roundabout on the A52. There is a campaign for foot-cycle
bridge across this roundabout which would link Tollerton to the Gamston area. A planning application
is in progress. HMcC has submitted comments emphasising the need for a foot-cycle bridge over this
new roundabout (east end of Ambleside) rather than a series of toucan crossings, to provide a much
better link between the new housing development and the existing West Bridgford urban area. Other
people have submitted similar comments,



8) Preparations for Pedals AGM on Monday 17 March 2025

The Pedals constitution requires Pedals to give a month’s notice of this AGM to all supporters. Action
on SS to put this notice on the Pedals website. The deadline for putting this notice on the website is
the next meeting on Monday 17" February.

At the same time, a notice must be distributed via Mailchimp.

There is also the issue of fitting people into roles, for example, campaigns officer, secretary. One of
the responsibilities of the campaigns officer would be to maintain a list of Pedals campaigns,
preferably online on the website. MB has volunteered to maintain this list, so there is an action on
this.

9) Any other business

a) Djanogly café bicycle racks
DL asked why the overhead shelter has been removed from the bicycle racks outside the Djanogly

Arts Gallery Café. It was suggested that this may have been because of possible damage to the plastic
which this shelter is made from.

b) Postponement of April Meeting
Because of the Easter Weekend, it was agreed to postpone the April meeting to Monday, April 28"

¢) Meetings of the East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum

Until the Covid pandemic, we used to have yearly/twice yearly meetings of the East Midlands
Cyclists’ Forum. This faded during the Covid Lockdown, but recently, Pedals have been approached
by Martin Farr. who is the secretary of Cycle Chesterfield, who has proposed a revival of these
meetings with Pedals and the Loughborough, Leicester and Derby Cycling Groups. He is suggesting
three dates in the Autumn, on a Saturday for events featuring talks on local issues in the morning, an
informal lunch, then a ride around the locality looking at new bicycle friendly developments. Is Pedals
interested in this, and in particular, hosting this?

The last meeting which we had was held in Derby, hosted by the Derby cycling group in June 2019
prior to the Covid Pandemic, and was well organised and well attended. Action on HMcC to write to
Martin offering the support of Pedals for this proposal.

d) Critical Mass
There will be a Critical Mass gathering on Friday 31 January. Meet at 6:45pm at the Market Square

e) Carrington Street Taxi Rank Proposal

There is a proposal to move the taxi rank to the west side of Carrington Street, just outside
Nottingham Station. If this took place, the buses and cyclists using this thoroughfare would be
obstructed and in addition, buses would lose revenue as bus stops would be moved to a less
convenient location. The level of disruption to bus services cannot be understated. There is but a short
time to respond in the consultation, but an objection must be made. The contact is Sean Bluett, and his
email address is on the Pedals Group forum chat. Action for postal mails and e-mails objecting to this
proposal to be sent to Sean by the deadline which is 23 January.

Taxi drivers are members of a powerful lobby group.



f) The ‘Have Your Say’ DfT Transport Strategy

The deadline for people to respond to the ‘Have Your Say’ Department for Transport consultation on
Transport Strategy is the end of January. HMcC has been involved in the response by the Active
Travel Alliance and copies of the response have been circulated on the Active Travel Alliance
WhatsApp group. Robin Tucker has coordinated this. Copies of this response are available for
members to inspect and comment upon.

g) Minute taker for February and March
HMcC will be the minute taker for the February meeting

Thomas Madar will be the minute taker for the AGM
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