Minutes of Pedals Meeting

Held at the Vat and Fiddle on Monday 18 November 2024 at 7:30pm

Present

Richard Arblaster (RA)

Florian Batstone (FB)

Mark Bevan (MB)

Jack Chisholm (JC)

James Hatchett (JH) (Sustrans Speaker)
Beccy Brooks Hardy (BH)

Peter Houlgreave (PH)

David Lally (DL)

Thomas Madar (TM) (Minutes)
Brendan McCain (BM)

Hugh McClintock (HMcC)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)
Jenny Palmer (JP)

Samuel Shoesmith (SS)

David Smith (DS) (Chair)

Apologies

Andrew Martin (AM)

1) Welcome and Apologies for Absence

See above.
2) Opening remarks and discussion with James Hatchett

(Network Development Manager for Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire,
Sustrans)

With particular reference to National Cycle network Routes 6 and 15

James has been with Sustrans for a year. Before that, he worked for Derbyshire County Council
(managing the countryside and rights of way through it, including greenways) and has pursued
and still pursues a career in countryside and rights of way management.

For Sustrans, he covers Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire and has a partnership with Derby City
Council. He is involved in a variety of projects with them.

James’s work is focused on cycle network development but is also involved in other areas such as

developing income streams.

A question was raised about National Highways, with a focus on a very deteriorated stretch of
road in Rushcliffe near where a member lives. This member wrote to National Highways about
this stretch of road and was rewarded with a reply stating that it was not their problem. James



replied that the remit of National Highways is to look after the national network of roads (A class
and Motorways), and local roads such as the stretch of road in focus are the responsibility of local
authorities (city and county councils). Very local authorities at borough level are also not
responsible for local highway maintenance.

There was then a general discussion on which authorities were responsible for local highway
maintenance with a general agreement that this responsibility rested with county and city
councils.

HMcC asked about improvements to National Cycle Route 15 including the proposed foot/cycle
bridge at Colwick. James stated that this bridge has now been approved. The City Council stated
that it has provided cash to improve the approaches on the Northern side of the river, but the
County Council have yet to respond about the Southern side. James maintained the importance of
good quality approaches leading to the new bridge and he stated that the Eastern approach to the
bridge will be dramatically improved, bringing benefits to all who cycle in the city area East of
the new bridge.

DL raised a query about Route 6, which between Nottingham and Long Eaton he stated was
indirect and not fit for purpose. He queried the reinstatement of an original intention by the
county council to implement a new improved and direct cycle route from Nottingham University
to Long Eaton which was dropped by the County Council in 2023 on the grounds that it no
longer represented value for money. James stated that Chilwell Road, along which the direct route
was intended to run was not wide enough to accommodate a dedicated cycle lane...but he agreed
to take up the case and discuss it. The success of a campaign to implement this direct route
depends on the state of Sustrans finances which are currently uncertain.

MB raised questions on the redevelopment of the area near the Nottingham Forest Football
Ground. He stated the importance of including active travel infrastructure in this redevelopment.,
particularly with regard to the riverside path along side the Ground being part of Sustrans NCN15.

The discussion then moved on to emphasise the paucity of bicycle parking for Nottingham Forest
fans who decide to attend a match by bicycle. There are only three stands available outside the
grounds, clearly not enough given that up to 30,000 people may attend a match.

There was a general discussion about the inadequate provision for cyclists wishing to visit the
Nottingham Forest football ground, giving scope for James to raise this issue with the Nottingham
Forest Football Club

MB then remarked about the poor quality of the cycle paths on the South side of the river, around
the area where the Nottingham Forest football ground was situated. There was a discussion
around the improvement of the cycle path leading from the Nottingham Forest football ground to
the proposed new foot/cycle bridge on one side, and Trent Bridge on the other, and for this
improved path to be given a Nottingham Forest branding. James agreed that there should be a
good quality branded cycle path through the area under discussion, but there would be difficulties
in discerning the person or organisation responsible for this path improvement. We need to
campaign on this issue. MB stated that Nottinghamshire County Council should have this
responsibility since this area is under their jurisdiction.

MB then discussed the need for a safe North South Active Travel route and focused on the lack of
interest by Nottinghamshire County Council in providing decent cycling infrastructure in the parts
of the area under its jurisdiction, such as the districts south of the river, i.e. in Rushcliffe. James
emphasised that in contrast to the County Council, the City Council is much more enthusiastic



about promoting active travel and is implementing a network of good quality cycle routes in the
area under its jurisdiction.

James maintained that given time, the local authorities not interested in active travel may be
turned around, and suggested a five-year time frame for active travel plans to be implemented. As
for Nottinghamshire County Council, the best opportunity for getting them interested in active
travel is coming with the forthcoming elections next year.

An enquiry was made on the progress of the installation of the Long Eaton Canal Bridge on NCN
Route 6. James stated that the planning application was successful, and the bridge will be built.
There is another bridge for Route 67 which may or may not be successful.

James remarked that the improvements to the A52 underpass was a difficult case owing to the
number of people involved, including the landowner. Nottinghamshire County Council lack an
interest in improving this path.

HMcC then remarked that, about 10 years ago, there was proposed a direct cycle route between
Leicester and Nottingham (National Route 50) which would be much more direct than the current
National Route 6. James stated that he did not have any information about this proposal.

There was further discussion about the potholed Holme Lane near Holme Pierrepont. James stated
that it was like that for several years. In 2008, it was decided to upgrade this stretch of road to a
by-way open to all traffic, and so the gates guarding it were removed. The increased level of
traffic caused the surface to deteriorate. James remarked that this was a difficult case. The only
solution is to ban through motorised traffic, and a traffic regulation order is being enacted to
achieve this. It success will mean that this stretch of road will be gated, and the residents will have
responsibility for operating these gates to exclude through traffic. There would be a gap beside the
gates to accommodate cyclists and pedestrians. Then the surface needs to be repaired so that it is
fit for purpose. Holme Lane is an unadopted highway. It has huge potential for being made part of
a network of good quality cycle paths leading from Radcliffe on Trent, via Adbolton Lane to Trent
Bridge and into Nottingham. It will also access a number of country parks and other greenways.

James will continue to push for a good quality cycle route along the South side of the River Trent
from Trent Bridge to Radcliffe on Trent, along the route of the Trent Valley Way footpath.

3) Minutes of the 21 October Pedals meeting, matters arising and
review of actions, including:-

a) Request for Support for the Kidical Mass mobile loudspeaker system

The request for £74 towards the cost of a new trailer has been paid, but there is a new request
for £38 for the website hosting service which remains outstanding.

b) Pedals EMR bikes on trains campaign

There has been some success in getting people to write letters to their MP, the East Midlands
Mayor and/or East Midlands Railway about the issue of bicycles being accommodated on
trains (more than 12 letters).

ACTION. SS and DS to publicise the Pedals EMR campaign on the Pedals website,
encouraging Pedals members to E-mail their MP, the East Midlands Mayor, and East
Midlands Railway on the accommodation of bicycles on trains. There is an especial emphasis
on regional and local services.



d)

It is important to ensure that new regional and local rolling stock has more space to
accommodate bicycles than the current stock as the practice of taking bicycles on trains is
becoming popular.

JH stated that bicycle accommodation on Robin Hood line trains serving Shirebrook,
Langwith, Whaley Thorne, Cresswell and Whitwell have improved.

Reinstatement of the Pedals website, including costs, updating of
information and adding further items / pages / feature

Kevin signed us up on the Blue-Sky platform. Blue-Sky is a social media platform which is
taking customers from the old Twitter platform, after Elon Musk took the latter over and
renamed it ‘X’. It looks just like the old Twitter platform. Today is the tenth anniversary of
when Pedals signed up on Twitter.

As for the website, there is much material on the website which is out-of-date, and there is
some information which is missing. HMcC is working through this and implementing updates
as required. HMcC stated that there should be direct links to high profile issues such as
bicycle accommodation on EMR and the Waterside Bridge Material on North South Active
Travel (NSAT) should be on the website as well.

The domain might still be controlled by Larry Neylon, even though Pedals has DNS control.

Recent emails from Contact@Pedals.org.uk: e.g. Clifton Bridge lighting,
Tram P&R parking

The Contact account has been logged into, and the backlog of e-mails in the mailbox is being
cleared.

4) Feedback on Pedals Autumn 2024 Newsletter (no. 120)

Not discussed

5) Report on 5 November National Highways Teams meeting

Discussion of improvements for pedestrians and cyclists on the A52 (Derby
Road) between the QMC and Priory roundabouts (DS, HMcC and Peter
Briggs to report)

Not discussed. HMcC referred to the item about this in the recent newsletter, reporting on the
meeting which had taken place shortly before it went to press.

6) Report on 18 November (a.m.) CAWAG (Greater Nottingham
Cycling and Walking Advisory Group) main meeting

HMCcC to report

Not discussed.

7) Arrangements for 16 December Pedals meeting, including
Christmas Social evening

There was some discussion on Christmas Social arrangements. Usually, the Vat and Fiddle
provide some refreshments and members bring refreshments to share. The next meeting will be an
informal meeting, and the January meeting will be the next formal meeting.



8) Any other business

HMcC talked about why there were so few Lime Electric Bicycles on the streets. The reason is
anti-social behaviour, and also, some youths have found a way of riding these bikes without
paying for their rental. They steal these bikes and them dump them anywhere.

A way has been found to make the Lime Electric Bicycles theft proof, and bicycles have been
withdrawn in batches so that this modification can be carried out.

The situation in Nottingham is better than in Derby where anti-social behaviour has forced the
complete withdrawal of Lime Electric Bicycles.

HMcC also answered the query of Lime Electric Bicycles not being available outside the City
Council area. The reason for this was that Nottinghamshire County Council declined to support
the introduction of Lime Electric Bicycles in their area.
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