
Minutes of Pedals Meeting
Held at the Vat and Fiddle on Monday 16 December 2024 at 
7:30pm

Present

Susan Young (SY)
Ash Choudry (AC)
Arthur Williams (AW)
Florian Batstone (FB)
Mark Beaven (MB)
Beccy Brooks Hardy (BH)
David Lally (DL)
Thomas Madar (TM) 
Hugh McClintock (HMcC)
David Nicholson-Cole (DNC)
Samuel Shoesmith (SS)
David Smith (DS) (Chair, minutes)

Apologies
Andrew Martin (AM)

1) Welcome
This was planned to be an informal social meeting meeting with only important issues being 
discussed. The formal part of the meeting therefore started late, but interest persisted for 
over an hour before a halt was finally called to allow for further refreshments. The minutes 
below serve mainly therefore to prompt items to carry forward to next year.

The minutes of the November 18 meeting were accepted.

2) Report on CAWAG infrastructure meeting
Earlier in the day HMcC and DS had attended an online Cycling And Walking Advisory 
Group meeting in which the main item had been a presentation by Larry Greenwell of the 
Grantham Canal Society. Their proposal is to route a new link to the River Trent from the  
Radcliffe Road A6011 termination directly down the eastern edge of the built up area, 
roughly parallel with Regatta Way.

The main aspect of mutual interest are the required new crossings at the A52 Gamston 
Lings Bar Rd. and the A6011 Radcliffe road  just west of Regatta Way; where road 
development has occurred after the closure of the canal, cutting across it's route. Pedals has
discussed the dangerous crossing of the eastbound A6011 next to where the westbound 
carriageway crosses the old humpback canal bridge and the tow path terminates previously. 
The key strategy of the canal restoration proposal is to take advantage of the planned 
Gamston Fields housing development and it's expected improved cycling and walking 



infrastructure, of which the route of the restored canal towpath could become a part. National
Highways has no technical objections to the plans. There is a strong motivation to 
encourage Active travel as the new housing (ultimately 4000!) adds significant road demand 
to already overloaded infrastructure.

3) Facilities for cycles at Supermarkets
Related to the Grantham canal route, poor cycle parking facilities at Supermarkets was 
mentioned, an example being Morrisons at Gamston. Supermarkets could be lobbied over 
this, they could encourage Active travel shopping with some improvements,  making it more 
appealing to call in on a convenience shopping basis rather than driving. Certainly, for 
Morrisons at Gamston there will be a demand from the new development across the A52 
access from which could be quicker and easier by cycle.

Sainsbury at Netherfield was reported to be the current example of 'best practice' for being 
Active Travel friendly.

ACTION: This could be new campaign, MB to write to Morrisons(?)

4) Follow up to discussion with James Hatchett re:NFFC and 
NCN15
At the November meeting with James Hatchett of Sustrans, MB raised questions on the 
redevelopment of the Trentside area near the Nottingham Forest Football Ground. He stated
the importance of including active travel infrastructure in this redevelopment, particularly as 
the riverside path along side the ground is part of Sustrans route NCN15.

The poor quality of the existing cycle paths on the South side of the river, around the Forest 
football ground and beyond eastwards is well documented, alongside the need to improve 
them, anticipating the new foot cycle-bridge to be built in 2025, which will provide a new 
route to the City Ground from the north side of the Trent. (On match days Lady Bay bridge 
becomes choked with pedestrians, proving that infrastructure is inadequate.)

There seems to be an opportunity for the improvement of the cycle path leading from Trent 
Bridge to the City Ground and further beyond Lady Bay bridge to the new foot/cycle bridge to
have Nottingham Forest sponsorship/branding. We need to campaign to push this idea. MB 
stated that Nottinghamshire County Council should have this responsibility since this area is 
under their jurisdiction.

There was a general discussion about the inadequate provision for cyclists wishing to visit 
the Nottingham Forest football ground.

5) Pedals EMR bikes on trains campaign
There has been some success with supporters sending letters to their MPs, the East 
Midlands Mayor and/or East Midlands Railway about improvements for cycle 
accommodation on trains. The updating of the website to explain the details of the case and 
summarise progress has been completed. All Pedals supporters who have not already are 
encouraged to review the Pedals website and write in to their MP and Claire Ward the new 
Combined East Midlands Authority Mayor. The objective is that all MPs that the Midland 



Mainline serves have been contacted to make the case. If you do write in please cc: to 
Contact@Pedals.org.uk so that we can track which MPs have been approached.

Whilst we are aware of emails to MPs for Nottingham East and South, Rushcliffe, 
Loughborough and Chesterfield; Nottingham North, Gedling and Broxtowe are 
constituencies we are still hoping to cover. The next stages are to step up contacts up and 
down the Midland Mainline and also continue the dialogue with Westminster, following up on 
replies that have already been received.

Many thanks for your support.

6) Reinstatement of the Pedals website: costs, updating and adding 
items
The EMR campaign details had been added.

Further updates from HMcC are progressing, including new Waterside Bridge Material and 
North South Active Travel (NSAT) should be on the website. ACTION HMcC/SS

Control of the domain is still with Larry Neylon as it had to be renewed in September before 
the host migration could take place. This will need action later in 2025. ACTION SS.

7) Recent emails from Contact@Pedals.org.uk: e.g. Tram P&R parking
The Contact account is being logged into, and the backlog of e-mails in the mailbox is being 
slowly cleared by DS and HMcC.

One issue arising was someone who wanted to park at the Clifton P+R site and then cycle 
into Nottingham rather than buying a tram ticket. He had been told this was not allowed. The 
meeting agreed that NET should make some provision to allow this. ACTION carried forward
to next CAWAG meeting to raise with Keith Morgan of Nottingham City Council (though note 
that we believe NET run the carpark.)

8) Any other business
A query arose about supporter donation options on the Pedals website, that it was only 
possible to make  regular donations via a Paypal account, even if you want to pay by debit or
credit card. Is this correct? Isn't it more expensive by this method? ACTION: DNC

Date of next Meeting, chair and minutes:
Monday January 20th, 7:30 Vat and Fiddle, Queensbridge Road.

Thomas Madar has kindly agreed to take the minutes, Dave Smith: chair.
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