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Pedals launches new
campaign to get EMR to
increase the space for
bikes on new trains

By Dave Smith (Chair of Pedals)

Having discovered the pleasure
of taking our bikes by train in search of less
familiar routes further afield from
Nottingham, but aware of space limitations
meaning we could never reliably plan to go
with our friends, Pedals was excited to
discover that East Midlands Railway (EMR)
are introducing new trains from next year,
initially for 'Intercity' (i.e. the London St.
Pancras run) but later for the 'Regional
Fleet'.

View of Hitachi Aurora note 'improved’
hooks (one looks like it's for significantly
smaller bikes?)

We wrote to EMR asking what their plans
were for improved cycle capacity over the
existing 222 Meridian Intercity train, which
has a parsimonious 2 spaces per 5 carriage



unit. We discovered to our great
disappointment that the new class 810
Hitachi AT300 Intercity Express 5 carriage
train, due to begin introduction in 2025,
still only has TWO spaces for cycles, using
hooks for vertical storage of bikes.

This ignores:

e The climate crisis: to foster cycle-
rail integration to reduce car use,
the cycle capacity of the new trains
is the same as the old ones;

e The health crisis: encouraging
Active Travel, including by groups;

e not least: Cyclists who will struggle
to use the vertical hook storage,
these hooks have been widely
criticised in cycling circles for many
years.

EMR say that as the trains are now being
tested it is too late to change the design.
They should change this detail now as they
would a technical error found during test
that affected operation. Delaying correction
will increase the cost (potentially to the
taxpayer after the planned re-
nationalisation), ignoring the broader
societal costs which are compelling in
themselves.

Once the new trains are in service with this
short-termist limitation, the lifespan could
be decades. The current Meridian trains
came into service in 2004!

Please join in the campaign to increase the
space for cycles on the new EMR trains.

e You could email the East Midlands
Combined Authority Mayor:
themayor@eastmidsdevo.org.uk

e local Members of Parliament
(don't forget to include your full
name and postal address to show
you are a constituent)
or EMR themselves:
contact@eastmidlandsrailway.co.
uk.

The more messages we send, the
more chance of changing minds!
Feel free to use/adapt the points
above.

Please copy in contact@pedals.org.uk to
any email you send to allow us to see your
valued support.

Thanks!
Dave

Footnote: A right on message
Cycling Weekly article right on
message:-

o  https://www.cyclingweekly.com/n
ewsfeeds/im-fed-up-of-bad-train-
infrastructure-for-cyclists-does-it-
have-to-be-this-way
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Cycle provision on German (Deutsche Bahn)
Double Decker IC train between Koblenz and
Dusseldorf.
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EMR Station Cycle Hub: Addressing
the issue of bike thefts and
abandoned bikes

Julian Bentley has for some time been
keeping an eye on the issues of thefts of
bikes from, and apparently abandoned
bikes at, the EMR Cycle Hub at Nottingham
Station. We have also had other comments
about incidents of cycle theft from this
facility which EMR do not appear to be
taking seriously, despite assurances several
months ago to Julian that the issues would
be addressed.

Here is his recent report:-

1. (+) The toilet has been cleaned and is
now fit for human use (it was dirty and
neglected in June/July).

2.(-) There are still 7 or 8
cannibalised/vandalised/abandoned
bicycles in the unit: which gives a general
impression of neglect and disinterest from E
Midlands Railways. It also looks like crime /
criminal damage is not being tackled.

3. (-) The main door (with the ramp...to
facilitate bicycle movements!) is still broken
and not in operation - so users have no
choice but to try to hoof/hoik their bikes up
and down the steps!

As you can gather, only the toilet issue has
been sorted. Julian says that he is pretty
disgusted with EMRs behaviour and would
be interested in any news of any Gatekeeper
persons who have the power to hold them
to account. (as they seem to take no notice
of their customers / service users).



e To find out more contact Julian
Bentley via dr_jools@hotmail.com

e Itis very important to report any
incidents of theft from the Station
Cycle Hub BOTH to EMR Customer
Services and to British Transport
Police, who have an office nearby
at the Hicking Building, 1 Queen's
Road, Nottingham NG2 3BX, tel.
(0115) 879 4300, text: 61016,
website: www.btp.police.uk

Updated Active Travel England
Local authority active travel
capability ratings

Updated ratings of local authorities’

capability to create cycling and walking
schemes, were published in September.

Nottingham City Council retained its
relatively high rating (3 out of 4), which we
welcome, while Nottinghamshire County
Council went down from 2 to 1, not
surprisingly in Pedals view.

e  For more information see

https://www.gov.uk/government
/publications/local-authority-
active-travel-capability-
ratings?utm_medium=email&utm
campaign=govuk-notification

Preferred location option for
new bridge over River Trent:
Trent Basin alignment

Waterside Foot-Cycle Bridge
update: next steps following
the planning consents

The last few months have seen several
important bureaucratic steps taken to
progress the new foot-cycle bridge over
the Trent between Trent Basin and
Lady, for which Pedals and other
groups have been campaigning for
more than 10 years.

When complete it will be the first new
bridge over the Trent in the

Nottingham area since the opening of
Clifton Bridge more than 25 years ago.

¢ Planning approval is now in place with
both Local Planning Authorities (Rushcliffe
BC and Nottingham City)

¢ Nottingham City Council Executive Board
approval for the scheme was given at its
meeting on 22.10.24 along with consent to
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sign contracts with the Principal Contractor
in January

* A Section 8 agreement is in place
between Nottingham City Council and
Nottinghamshire County Council as highway
authorities to progress the scheme

¢ A Section 106 Scheme Order has been
advertised and no objections received. This
is with the Secretary of State for
confirmation

® The scheme is within the funding
envelope from DfT’s Transforming Cities
Fund and the City Council is now awaiting
final approval from the DfT

¢ Haul routes and construction compound
areas have been agreed in principle with the
landowners and we are now working to
formally agree these

¢ Construction will commence in 2025,
with the bridge lift currently programmed
for November 2025. The bridge will open in
Spring 2026

¢ During the works, a section of the
riverside path on the southern / Rushcliffe
Borough side will be temporarily closed for
several months

® The riverside path will be resurfaced
from Lady Bay Bridge to the edge of the
Nottingham Forest training pitches before
the bridge opens

It was announced recently that
Nottinghamshire County Council is
planning to allocate £4 million towards
enhancing walking and cycling facilities in
Lady Bay and West Bridgford.

These plans, if approved by Cabinet, will
help improve access to and from the south
bank landing of the new bridge. This comes
as part of the broader DfT Transforming
Cities Fund (TCF) Tranche 2 initiative which
has already funded many improvements in
Nottingham City in the last couple of years.

The new bridge, with other improvements
north of the Trent, will significantly reduce
walking and cycling distances between Lady
Bay and Nottingham city centre, connecting
more local residents to major destinations
such as Holme Pierrepont Country Park and
the National Water Sports Centre, Holme
Pierrepont Country Park and Skylarks
Nature Reserve, as well as the major
housing developments planned nearby,
particularly the Gamston Fields “Sustainable
Urban Extensions” west of the Gamston-
Lings Bar section of the A52, between
Bassingfield, Cotgrave and Tollerton.

The project will integrate various
infrastructure improvements aimed at
improving safety and ease of access for both
cyclists and pedestrians. This includes
upgrading pedestrian routes and enhancing
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traffic signal priorities at multiple sites
across the county. Pedals welcomes these
and also acknowledges the very important
role of Active Travel England in detailed
discussions about these schemes and the
vital improved connections south as well as
north of the Trent.

Sustrans are also involved in these
discussions, particularly with regard to
improved National Cycle Route 15
connections in the vicinity of the south
bank landing.

They also see the bridge as an improved
link between NCN Routes 15 and 6 in the
Lenton / QMC area, using the recently
completed improved route between Castle
Boulevard, London Road and the Island Site,
as well as further improvements across the
Island Site, and between it and the north
bank landing of the new bridge, via the
Eastern Cycle Corridor (A612) including
Daleside Road and the Manvers Street
extension by Sneinton, etc.

e  More information at
Waterside Bridge: Pedestrian and
Cycle Bridge - Transport
Nottingham

Cross-City Cycle Route now
complete

We much welcome the recent completion
of the Cross-City Cycle Route between
Castle Boulevard and across the London
Road roundabout, including links to
Fishergate etc.

We now look forward to further
improvements across the Island Site,
between London Road and Sneinton, with
connections via Manvers Street and
Daleside Road to the Eastern Cycle Corridor
(A612 Corridor) and the north bank landing
of the planned Waterside Foot-Cycle Bridge
across the Trent between Trent Basin and
Lady Bay.

In the Island Quarter we also want to see
improved connections in the Binks Yard area
and between the path which connects
around Binks Yard to the canal towpath and
the planned link via the NHS Urgent
Treatment Centre to and from City Link, etc.

e A map of the CCCR and other
details can be found here:-
Cross City Cycle Routes - Transport

Nottingham
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Broad Marsh Green Heart and
Broad Marsh Cycle Hub

We greatly welcome the much-praised
Broad Marsh Green Heart and the much-
improved cycle link between Carrington
Street and Listergate etc.

e  More information at:
Broad Marsh - Nottingham City
Council

Nearby, to the rear of the Bus Station is the
new Broad Marsh Cycle Hub.
This is also very welcome but needs more
direction

— i

e  Further information at
Nottingham Cycle Parks -
Transport Nottingham

Beechdale Road / Wigman

Road cycle scheme including
Western Boulevard junction
changes near completion

/

As we go to press, the Beechdale Road and
Wigman Road cycle facility improvements,
including a much-improved junction with
the Ring Road (Western Boulevard) shared
are now virtually complete, save a few
snagging items which we have pointed out
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to the City Council, particularly with regard
to the “wibbly wobbly” surface, and the
need to avoid motor vehicles being parked
on the new facilities!

Signing for this scheme, which is generally
good when compared with some new (and
older) schemes, includes signing of Sustrans

Route 6 north of Crown Island, helping to
publicise the recent improved alignment of
Route 6 along the Ring Road and in the
Basford area.

e  More information at
Beechdale - Transport

Nottingham
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Mansfield Road (by Bluecoat Trent
Academy) scheme complete

This 170m 2-way cycle path on the west side
of Mansfield Road, between Goose Island
Pelham Avenue, near the new Bluecoat
Trent Academy site, was completed earlier
this autumn.

The NSAT (North-South Active Travelway)
Group are continuing their campaign for a
much longer cycle path on Mansfield Road,
as part of a further cross city route,
connecting Sherwood with the centre of
West Bridgford (Tudor Square) via
Nottingham Station and Trent Bridge, etc.

e More information at:
Mansfield Road cycleway -
Transport Nottingham

e More information on NSAT at
North South Active Travelway |
Nottingham | Facebook
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Porchester Road further
improvements

e Information on the latest phase of

he Porchester Road cycling
improvements can be found at
Work begins to create a two-way
cycle path on Porchester Road -
Transport Nottingham
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Work well underway on safer crossings
of Queen’s Drive and Meadows Way

This photo shows work well underway on
the new safer crossings of Queen’s Drive
and Meadows which when completed later
this year will help to provide a safer crossing
between Birdcage Walk and the centre of
The Meadows via Ainsworth Drive, etc.

The site is about 50 metres north of the
current crossing of Queen’s Drive between
Meadows Way and Crossgate Drive (picture
above) which has a rather narrow cycle lane
in the middle of the general traffic signalled
road crossing.

e  More information at
Transforming Cities funded project
kicks off - Transport Nottingham
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New Nottingham Cycle Map
Paper copies of the revised (Summer 2024)
Nottingham Cycle Map, which includes
many adjoining areas in Broxtowe, Gedling
and Rushcliffe Boroughs, are available from
the City Information Office in the Old
Market Square.

It is also available online at
Nottingham-Map Web-1.pdf

We would welcome feedback on any errors
and omissions please.

e  More information at:
Cycle Maps - Transport

Nottingham
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Yes, but what about
the SIGNS?

Too many of the newer local cycle schemes
lack clear signing, particularly direction
signs, or even just basic signs of their cycle
path or shared path status, and we have
been urging both the City and County
Councils, and National Highways, to put
this right, even if only temporary signs can
be provided until longer schemes are
completed.

Getting improved signage often seems to
lag year behind improvements, e.g. on the
tramside path in the Wilford areas, part of
the City Council’s major Southern Cycle
Corridor route between the City Centre and
Clifton via Wilford and Compton Acres, etc.
where the direction sign in the photo is one
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of very few on this major route.

Other examples, both in West Bridgford, are
the shared path on the east side of Becket
Way by Lidl and the Wilford Lane Retail Park
and the section of new shared path
completed well over a year ago on the A606
(Melton Road) between the Village Street
(Edwalton) junction and the junction with
Landmere Lane near Aldi.

¥
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Installing signs on this new path is, we
understand, the responsibility of the
developers of the nearby new housing, and
we are pressurising Rushcliffe Borough
Council as the Local Planning Authority to
ensure this is finally done, as well as making
the County Council as Local Highway
Authority aware that this additional sections
of shared path surely cannot be regarded as
complete without proper signage both to
make clear both their status and the
destinations they serve.
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There also some local trunk road cycling
schemes where we would like National
Highways to improve direction signage, for
example on the cycle path by Clifton Lane
and the A453 between Clifton Bridge,
Silverdale and Clifton.



Call this a Cycle Route??!!

We continue to be very disappointed at the
very poor quality of the rough section of
Holme Lane past Holme Pierrepont Hall
which has become even worse again this
autumn with the return of the very wet
weather in September when these photos
were taken.

This is all the more disappointing, not just
because this forms part of Route 15 of the
Sustrans National Cycle Network, but also
because it is a useful link to and from the
Cotgrave Greenway (when repaired and

open again!!) and in future will also see
increased usage with the opening in Spring
2026 of the Waterside Foot-Cycle Bridge
over the Trent between Lady Bay and Trent
Basin.

Via East Midlands Ltd., on behalf of the
County Council, are aware of the problems
of the much-degraded surface and the need
to restrict access by most motor vehicles
which greatly damage it. They have for the
last year or so been consulting about the
details of a gated access scheme, which
would allow only very limited motor
vehicle access while allowing cyclists, horse
riders and pedestrians to pass freely.

According to our most recent information
there is still one outstanding objection to
the revised proposals so there is no firm
news of when the widely awaited scheme is
likely to be implemented, very regrettably!

o

Frustration over delay to
Cotgrave Greenway repair and

reopening date

Works to repair a Nottinghamshire cycle
path which has now been shut for 10
months have moved a step closer — but
local residents as well as cyclists say they
are frustrated there is still no date for
when it will re-open.



The £250,000 ‘greenway’ route for cyclists,
walkers and horse riders, links Radcliffe-on-
Trent to Cotgrave and opened in 2019, but a
section at the Radcliffe end has been closed
off since January after it was destabilised by
unauthorised work on the e;-mbagnkment.
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The section, between Holme Lane and
Stragglethorpe Road near Radcliffe, sits on a
former railway line.

'No timescales'

The damage was done at the rear of a
caravan park, off the A52, when a digger on
the site appeared to have removed a
section of embankment earth.

Nottinghamshire County Council then
closed off the route with a temporary fence,
with a sign in July saying there were “no
timescales” on repair work.

REMAINS cLogkp -
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Despite the months-long closure of part of
the path, the County Council has still not
provided a timeframe for work completion
in its latest update.

The County Council’s online update,
published this week, says it has now
received, and is considering, options for the
re-stabilisation works.

It is also communicating with neighbouring
landowners to figure out how the works,
requiring “heavy machinery”, will take
place.

In the update, attributed to a conservation
manager, the Council said: “We understand
the frustrations of the local community and
are continuing to work hard to resolve a
complex issue that requires a technical,
engineered solution.

“Please do not attempt to circumvent the
barriers that are in place to use the closed
section — they are there to ensure your
safety.
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“We will provide a further update once we
have agreed the preferred option, how the
work will be carried out, and have an
estimated timeframe for completion.”

The last update on the County Council
website appeared on 15 October, so visit
this site for further updates:
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/plan
ning-and-environment/emergencies-and-
disruption/current-disruption

Riverside path (north bank),
Beeston Lock to Broxtowe-City
boundary: Flood damage repair
work to start on 18 November!!

We gather that the County Council have
now been able to allocate funding for repair
of this well-used section of the riverside
path south and east of Beeston Lock, and,
just as we go to press, we have had
confirmation that this work will be starting
on Monday 18 November.

Much of the surface of this section, badly
eroded over recent years, was even more
badly damaged by flood damage last winter.
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Bennerley Viaduct Eastern ramp
completion delayed by bad weather

Completion of the long-awaited ramp at
the east (Awsworth) end of the Bennerley
Viaduct, was due in August but has been
much delayed by bad weather and is now
unlikely before the “mid-November”, we
gather.

The cracks which appeared in the earth
embankment were monitored and found to
be caused by settlement rather than
slippage (much more serious).

The affected areas were dug out, reinforced
and replaced. Contractors are now surfacing
the path and installing fences. A “soft

launch” will be held, date tbc.
75 -

A Visitor Centre with Café is also planned,
and a car park, with the anticipated opening
date of 1 May 2025.
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Sustrans are now conducting a feasibility
study for a bridge over the Erewash canal
from the western ramp. This will link up
with the section of greenway through
Cotmanhay, one of the links in the notional
Great Northern Greenway

There are also plans for wider connecting
routes eastwards, to Kimberely and towards
Phoenix Park. Many thanks to Broxtowe
Borough Council for their work on the ramp
and Visitor Centre, funded by their
successful Levelling up Fund bid.

The project is a collaboration between
Broxtowe Borough Council, Kimberley Town
Council and The Friends of the Bennerley
Viaduct. It has been made possible with
support from the Government’s Levelling
Up Round 2 funding.

Full details of the projects can be found
at www.broxtowe.gov.uk/kimberley

A612 Colwick Loop Road shared
path complete west of Private Road
No1l

We welcome the widening of this shared
path, on the north side of the A612, west
of Private Road No 1, near Netherfield.

However, it will be of very limited value
without other substantial improvements to
all of the cycling provision alongside the
A612 between the City / Gedling boundary
near Colwick Park, and the difficult
junctions near the Victoria Retail Park, one
arm of which (Victoria Road) lacks any
signals for cyclists or pedestrians to cross
safely.

Such a much longer improved route would
connect to the major housing developments
between Netherfield and Burton Joyce, e.g.
the Rivendell Estate and Teal Park, and also
both to the existing A612 shared paths
through Burton Joyce and Lowdham, and to
the much newer and wider shared path on
the east side of Colliery Way (Gedling Access
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Road), completed about 2 years ago, just
west of Gedling Country Park, and
connecting the A612 west of Burton Joyce
with Mapperley Top, etc.

We are however glad to hear that the
County Council is drafting proposals for
further provision by the A612 and has been
consulting about them with Active Travel
England.

A52 Sharp Hill / Landmere Lane
subway and approaches upgrade:
scheme within A52 boundary now
being pursued by National
Highways

No further news yet on the very
longstanding campaign by Pedals, Notts
Ramblers and other local groups, for the
upgrading by National Highways of the
subway-underpass under the A52 south of

Sharp Hill, west of Edwalton, and its
approaches.

After some issues with the main local
landowner involved, we gather that NH are
now looking at the potential for a scheme
wholly within land in their ownership.
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They are also now discussing connecting
routes on both side of the A52 with Active
Travel England, which is welcome news
5 = U M2 S ~ 3

STOP PRESS.
We have just learnt that NH have now
decided that any upgrading scheme is now
unlikely to be feasible without the consent
of the landowner.

We are therefore now consulting with other
interested parties in how to overcome this
impasse and overcome this major barrier to
safe Active Travel in the Edwalton-
Ruddington area, including its strong
deterrent to more cycling by students from
Ruddington attending Rushcliffe Spencer
Academy in West Bridgford.

These other interest parties include the
Ramblers, local County and Borough
Councillors (especially Clr. Jen Walker of
Rushcliffe BC, and County Cllr. Reg Adair,
who are very supportive, and Active Travel
England.
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Walking and Cycling Improvements
planned by National Highways for
the QMC-Priory Island section of
the A52 (Derby Road)

Several years after these Walking and
Cycling proposals were first proposed for
the 1.9km section of the A52 (Derby Road)
between the QMC and Priory roundabouts,
and between University Park and Wollaton
Park.

National Highways are now intending to go
ahead next March with a shared path on
the north side of the road, as part of a
much wider scheme addressing major
issues of drainage, surfaces and lining,
involving some realignment came just in
time.

All of this work is likely to take about a
year, we were told, at a Teams Meeting
which 3 of us from Pedals attended with
NH on 5 November, attended also by City
Council Officers.
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Ideally, we would like to have been
provision for cyclists segregated from the

footways and on both side of the road.

However, this has been possible because of
a series of major constraints in working out
the details of a generally acceptable
scheme, particularly with regard to a lack
of space as well as funding and the need to
show a satisfactory BCR (Benefits to Cost
Ration).

These constraints include the historic walls
on both sides of this section of Derby Road,
especially on the Wollaton Park side, the
need to avoid conflict with pedestrians,
especially near bus stops, and in view of the
poor intervisibility at several pedestrian
crossing points and nearby footpaths, on
the south side.

Also, a major constraint on this route, being
a major access road to the QMC, was the
need to ensure that the somewhat
narrowed carriageway still had enough
space to be used by ambulances in the
centre of the road between the two general
traffic lanes, to avoid aggravating
Emergency Response Times.

The width of the shared path will vary,
depending on the space constraints at
different points along the road, but in
general will be slightly wider towards the
QMC end. There will also be a slightly



improved alignment of the crossing point to
and from Wollaton Park at Beeston Lodge,
which has significant cyclist as well as
pedestrian usage.

NH insist that there is inadequate room for
even a substandard shared path on both
sides of the road and preferred to put such
a path on the north side because their 2021
survey figures showed rather higher usage
than on the south side, by cyclists as well as
pedestrians.

e  For more information contact Dale
Swain at NH:
Dale.Swain@nationalhighways.co.

uk

Helpful meetings
with James Naish, the new MP for
Rushcliffe, organised by Sustrans

We contacted the new MPs for Broxtowe,
Gedling and Rushcliffe constituencies soon
after the General Election in July and soon
had a very friendly and positive response
from James Naish, MP for Rushcliffe (the
other 2 new MPs have so far not replied,
unfortunately!). He said he was anyway
planning a meeting with Sustrans to discuss
the promotion of Active Travel locally and
that he would invite Pedals to join.

That meeting duly took place in late August
and included an opportunity to discuss with

him Pedals Top 6 Wishes for Rushcliffe,
i.e.:-

1) the new Waterside Foot-Cycle Bridge and
the need for a series of good connections on
both sides of the Trent, for both leisure and

commuting purposes

2) the upgrading by National Highways of
the subway-underpass under the A52 south
of Sharp Hill and its approaches in the
Edwalton and Ruddington areas

3) the North-South Active Travelway project
between the centres of West Bridgford and
Sherwood (including good provision for
cyclists on Trent Bridge and its main
approaches)

4) Extension of the City Council’s Southern
Cycle Corridor (City Centre to Clifton via
Wilford) further into Rushcliffe Borough to
serve the major new housing development
at Fairham Pastures (south of Clifton) etc.

5) Other bridge improvements for cyclists in
the West Bridgford area and vicinity
including Lady Bay Bridge, the
Loughborough Road end of the Wilford
Suspension Bridge, and a restored wider
cycle path on Clifton Bridge

6) A further new foot-cycle bridge over the
River Trent between the redeveloped
former Ratcliffe on Soar Power Station site /
Red Hill area (by East Midlands Parkway
Station) and the redeveloped Chetwynd
Barracks site in Broxtowe Borough, both
major regeneration and employment sites
which now lack safe direct Active Travel
connections.
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Also invited to the meeting were the
Grantham Canal Society to present their
“Trent Connections” project.

If funding can be found, these very
ambitious long-term major proposals to
extend the navigable waterway to the Trent,
could, particularly by including a much
better towpath, greatly improve access for
cyclists in the Gamston area and vicinity,
including:-
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a much safer and more convenient
crossing under the Gamston-Lings
Bar section of the A52

a much safer and easier crossing of
Radcliffe Road (A6011) between
Gamston and Lady Bay (see the two
photos, below, showing, from north
and south directions, the current
very awkward and dangerous
crossing, with no safe crossing of
one carriageway and extremely
limited headroom under the other)

and a completely realigned canal
and towpath route east of Lady Bay
between Radcliffe Road and the
riverside path to the east of The
Hook and the nearby south bank
landing of the new Waterside Foot-
Cycle Bridge.



The photo shows the main organiser,
Graham Lansdell with Cathy Melia and
Julian Bentley just after the first session had
finished.

The GCS are very keen to liaise closely with
Pedals as they discuss their proposals, and
Feasibility Study results, with the major
players involved including the County . : e s ;
Council, Rushcliffe Borough Council, and To contact Graham Lansdell who runs Cycle
National Highways. Saviours, or to buy any of his bikes, either

use the Gumtree website, (if you have a

login profile with them), or phone him on
Cycle Saviours new venue (0115) 986 4342, or email him at

CYC L E grahamlansdell@hotmail.com
SAVIOURS!

From Sept 2024

Broken Bike? If we can fix
it, we will, for free!

(sometimes a small contribution to cost of parts
may be needed)

New Nottinghamshire Police

Just bring your bike Wealso takeany |
Sleng to the ! contact for Dashcam footage
NEP Climat unwanted bikes bmissi
NEF Ulimate (working, or not) and parts supmissions
Hub to renovate & raise funds
— for The Friary (a local
32 Turney Street, | CO:;’::(‘;ZZ ::a::‘lgne We understand that Paul Matthews, our
Meadows, Nottingham, ¥ i ; ; : f
NG22LG 9 0"5&?9483:\%:;?" at previous contact at Nottinghamshire Police
for reporting Close Pass incidents and
THURSDAYS e porting o
9:30-11:30 am the Friar Dashcam footage submissions has now
— moved on.

It would therefore seem that the best
person now to approach about such issues
would be Simon Allen, the Inspector who

Cycle Saviours moved in September to a
new venue (the NEP Climate Hub in The

Meadows).
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commissioned the dash cam portal at
Nottinghamshire Police in 2019/2020.

His email address is
Simon.Allen@notts.police.uk

NTU Micromobility PhD study:

Lauren Baker

Lauren Baker, based in the Psychology
Department at Nottingham Trent University
is doing a PhD on Micromobility, including
cycling, ebikes and eScooters. Her work is
intended to be of direct local relevance,
through working with the City Council and
other interested organisations including
Pedals.

Her proposed study is to cover sharing
schemes, infrastructure and shared space.

She hopes also to run focus group
discussions on characteristics of the built
environment with regard to the character of
space.

e  For more information contact
Lauren at

lauren.baker2023@my.ntu.ac.uk
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Successful Nottingham Green
Festival Pedals stall with Sustrans
including visit from EM Mayor
Claire Ward

We had a very successful combined cycling
presence on 8 September at the
Nottingham Green Festival with Sustrans,
and Doctor Bike Clinics with both
Nottingham Bike Works and Graham
Lansdell of Cycle Saviours in The Meadows.

This was coordinated by Dave Clasby of
Sustrans East Midlands and former City
Councillor Sally Longford.

We had many visitors including Claire
Ward, the new East Midlands Mayor
(pictured) and the Regional Director
(Midlands and East) of Sustrans, Clare
Maltby.

Follow-up with the Mayor and her
proposed Active Travel Ambassador

We understand that the Mayor is soon to
appoint an Active Travel Ambassador to
coordinate the promotion of Active Travel
through the D2N2 Area, i.e. all of
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire, to work


mailto:Simon.Allen@notts.police.uk
mailto:lauren.baker2023@my.ntu.ac.uk

with all the local delivery partners, which
we very much welcome

East Midlands
Combined County
Authority

A wide range of Active Travel Groups in the
D2N2 Combined Mayoral Authority area
have been meeting to coordinate lobbying,
organised by Dave Clasby of Sustrans, Helen
Hemstock of Ridewise, and Mikey Cottle of
Cycling UK, and held a first meeting since
the May Mayoral elections on 15 October,
to discuss the idea of a Framework Agenda.

This followed a survey on whether to
continue with the D2N2 Active Travel
Alliance.

DERBYSHIRE cmmomauc

oo
s
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All
who responded were in favour of continuing
and have seen purpose in what the Active
Travel Alliance can achieve especially
considering the plan to appoint a new
regional Active Travel Ambassador as part of
Mayor Claire Ward'’s, East Midlands
Combined County Authority plan for
sustainable transport alternatives like
walking and cycling, as part of wider plans
to ensure the region meets the challenge of
net zero.

One of the core focuses of the Active Travel
Alliance will be to best understand how we
are able to influence the decision-making
process of the Active Travel Ambassador
and Mayor Claire Ward'’s work connected to
Active and Sustainable Travel in the region.

Quarterly meetings are planned, tailored to
relevant Sustainable and Active Travel
priorities that are being undertaken as part
of the Mayor’s work.

The aim to now hold the second meeting in
mid-December, followed by meetings at the
end of March 2025 and the end of June
2025.



Schedule

ATA Q2 meeting - 12t" December - invite
representative from the Mayoral Office

ATA Q3 meeting - 27th March - reflect on
progress on ongoing vision that has come
out of the Agenda.

ATA Q4 meeting - 26th June - reflect on
progress on ongoing vision that has come
out of the Agenda.

e  For more information contact
Mikey Cottle
Cycling development officer - East
Midlands
Cycling UK
Direct line: 07789396742
Email: mikey.cottle@cyclinquk.org

A few weeks after the announcement about
the Active Travel Ambassador post the
Mayor announced the important of Ben
Bradley, Leader of Nottinghamshire County
Council, to the Mayor's team as Transport
and Digital Connectivity Lead, an unpaid
role which, some people think, raises
questions about the sustainability of the
role and what authority it will have,
especially in the wake of the announcement
that Clir. Bradley is soon to step down from
his County Council Leader role.

Meanwhile, with Ben Bradley in this new
post, we are not clear whether or not this
will be a structural position within the new
combined authority team and whether it is
a long-term appointment.

We also have concerns about the
relationship between this appointment and
the recent poor active travel capability
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rating of the County Council by Active Travel
England, i.e. only 1 out of a maximum of 4.

It is also not clear what all this means for
the Active Travel Ambassador role and
whether there will really be any 'teeth' in
this position to guide local authorities to
best practise.

We are therefore now trying to find out
more, with others in the D2N2 Active Travel
Alliance, etc.

AL

A further dimension of uncertainty is the
contrast, noted by several Active Travel
campaigners at national level, between the
optimism in October when Louise Haigh
promised Labour would invest in
"unprecedented levels of funding" for
Active Travel, and the fact that all we got in
the recent Budget was a mere £100m more.

As noted by the Transport Action Network,
who launched a legal challenge to the last
Government’s Active Travel cuts, “that
makes a total of £154m for next year, which
while welcome, is less than that spent by
the previous government before it cut
funding. And with recent high inflation this

is even less impressive.”

e For more information see:

Stop the cuts to walking and

cycling
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https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMRXuNSlhDxcvv3N1sDz0lomlvboSZF6zhhlK96xWsm8TnpObZzs1m0r52Lthl1QZD5Sw3CArRqGy6HpK4lizzENJpaWKP74tgug9nHAERz9TIpB_luo1NOKPwYXA5g7W_qXC28L-E7vKbotfx4gi-v99Tr4R5lTcNflslbmk1StvA29kN8KG5B7d-5Vt2GKvejHDmQZJglXzixQpQXW3TDZi-jzFFA-MUzGMl6CHsFzNDmfFQTI36ocNeiocO52OtiRrV2WJlDNBHNrtshBBSXXyK4MwDvELeQwftfBXBLBmyNmbZ1wmTmayEEm3UdBoG8kI5mkXghZaR7LY02EIldQTqZ_XM9qZw-07Oqwe7jIb/4b6/NLXuyAXXSUuB6V7gUpbfQA/h5/h001.WAnBjd8B_M4HftxhkNlcvLa7TWez1zdmui53CeED5h0
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-the-cuts-to-walking-and-cycling/?link_id=9&can_id=03a274106d38b4be7c30386a2095cf14&source=email-tan-september-newsletter-4&email_referrer=email_2515709&email_subject=tan-november-newsletter
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-the-cuts-to-walking-and-cycling/?link_id=9&can_id=03a274106d38b4be7c30386a2095cf14&source=email-tan-september-newsletter-4&email_referrer=email_2515709&email_subject=tan-november-newsletter

Halloween Kidical Mass
Nottingham success

Sunday 27th November was another
Kidical Mass ride and what a success it
was! The joy on the riders' faces and nearly
all spectators', except a couple of
momentarily delayed drivers, was glowing!
We had a turnout of 50!

All of our last 7 rides before this have been
superb.

Considering it was the last Sunday before

the spooky day, it was a Halloween special
of Kidical Mass. If anyone so wanted, they
could dress up or decorate their bikes and
some Halloween themed tunes played out
too. Some great efforts!
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This group ride is an opportunity to
celebrate cycling. It is a change for families
to get out together in a safe space to enjoy
our city. Often riding alone can feel so
daunting.

A fully comprehensive safe series of safe
routes does not yet exist so sharing the lane
with a few incompetent drivers is a
necessity.

Going out alone sharing the lane can
therefore feel daunting. | joked in my
opening speech that often every day feels
like Halloween on the roads - scary stuff.

Through a series of changes at every level of
society, people can safely, easily and directly
get from A to B.

Kidical Mass has a motto of 'space for the
next generation' and 'kids are traffic too'.
The ride is a reminder that the allocation of
space and priorities we place needs to
change.

Here are some photos. Photo credit goes to
Seb and Greg. Thank you!

Samuel Shoesmith

Keep your eyes peeled on the Kidical Mass
Nottingham group on Facebook.



Many thanks to Pedals for their support for
Kidical Mass. The rides are a great
opportunity to demonstrate why a
coordinated campaign for improved cycling
facilities is needed.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kidical

massnottingham

Pedals website working again

at last!

After a lot of hard work by Kev Swindells
and Samuel Shoesmith, the Pedals website
is working again after being out of action
for several months, for which we
apologise. Many thanks to Kev and Samuel.

We are now trying to update the
information on the site, starting with details
of meetings, and will add more information
over the next few weeks.

Meanwhile, do please visit the site at
Pedals — Nottingham Cycle Campaign

The site includes links to join as a
Supporter and to subscribe to the Pedals
Discussion Group, if you wish.

If you wish to receive messages to the DG in
daily batches rather than singly, please
contact David Lally for advice on how to do
this. His email address is dclally@icloud.com

The general Pedals contact email address is
also now working again:
Contact@pedals.org.uk

Emails to this address should now once
again be picked up and responded to

Pedals social media links

https://www.facebook.com/pedalsnottingh

am

https://x.com/PedalsNottm

https://www.instagram.com/pedalsnotts/

Pedals meetings and agendas
Meeting agendas are sent automatically to
everyone who subscribes to the Pedals
Discussion Group.

Details of how to subscribe can be found at
www.pedals.org.uk/get-involved

Autumn Pedals meetings include
visiting speaker from Sustrans

e Monday 18 November
at7.30 pm:
Discussion with
James Hatchett, Sustrans
Network Development
Manager for Nottinghamshire
and Derbyshire

¢ Monday 16 December
at 7.30pm:
includes Christmas Social evening

Meetings take place in the Visitor Centre at
the Vat and Fiddle PH on Queen’s Bridge
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Road near Nottingham Station and there is
bike parking nearby. All are welcome!

Pothole or other problem reporting
See the ‘Report a problem’ info at
http://pedals.org.uk/resources/

Traffic Signals complaints contacts
We get several issues raised relating to the
slow timing of traffic signals / cycle signals
/ toucan crossing signals considered to be
holding up cyclists unduly.

e  City Council faults should be
reported via:
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.u

k/reportit

e  For complaints in the County
Council area (including Broxtowe,
Gedling and Rushcliffe Boroughs):
if it is believed that a set of signals
aren’t working correctly (that is,
they are noticeably slower than
previously experienced), this
should be reported at

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.

uk/transport/roads/report-a-road-
or-pavement-problem.

Keeping in touch with Pedals -
To keep in touch with Pedals visit our
website: www.pedals.org.uk

You can also follow us on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/pedalsnottingham

Pedals contacts:

For general enquiries email:
contact@pedals.org.uk

You should also use this email address if
you wish to subscribe to the Pedals

Discussion emails group and /or occasional

Mailchimp mini-newsletters / updates

Pedals QR code

(=] =]
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Next issue

The next issue will appear in May 2025 -
Editor: Hugh McClintock:
Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com
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