
Minutes of the Pedals monthly meeting: Monday 21 October 2024, 
held at the Barley Twist, 91 Carrington Street, Nottingham

Apologies for absence received from:-

 Andrew Martin (AM)

 David Nicholson-Cole (Treasurer) (DNC)

 Thomas Madar (TM)

 John Bannister (JB)

Present:-

 Dave Smith (Chair) (DS)

 Hugh McClintock (Minute-taker) (HMcC)

 Brendan McCabe (BM)

 Mark Beaven (MB)

 David Lally (DL)

 Samuel Shoesmith (SS)

 Beccy Brooks Hardy (BBH)

 Jude Wilkinson (JW)

 Lauren Baker (LB)

 Susan Young (SY)

 Florian Batstone (FB)

1. Welcome and apologies for absence:
DS welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Minutes of the Pedals meeting of 16 September 2024
Minutes agreed as a true reflection of the meeting.

3. Repair and reinstatement of Pedals website
Very many thanks were expressed to SS and Kev Swindells for all their work in getting this up 
and running again.

DL asked how many people would be able to do updating and offered to help with this 
where needed. It was agreed that it would take time to check that all the items were still up 
to date and to update them if necessary. To help this it would be useful if a few other people 
could do minor updates and additions, e.g. DS, DL, MB and HMcC, to relieve pressure on SS 
and Kev Swindells. They would however need some clear written advice on how to log in and
do this.

HMcC said that it would also be useful, as soon as convenient, to add some items that had 
been on the website before Emma’s great revamp in 2019 and which subsequently appear to
have been dropped or could not easily be seen. This included contact details on the home 



page for reporting to the City and County Councils and National Highways matters such as 
potholes, signing issues, rights of way issues, etc. It would also be useful, he said, to 
reinstate, after updating, the Pedals FAQs information which he had compiled about 6 years 
ago.  

HMcC also said that it would  be helpful if possible to retrieve and update the previous 
information, also apparently lost, on the (Waterside) foot-cycle bridge campaign and 
subsequent developments, and to add both a copy of the Pedals comprehensive response in 
March 2023 to the D2N2 Area LCWIP Consultation, and also the information he had 
prepared about a year ago for the Pedals Discussion Group on “What is the CAWAG?”.

In addition to having a regularly updated Pedals website again it was agreed that we should 
now be making much more use of Twitter / X and Instagram etc, particularly where urgent 
updates were needed or in support of particular campaigns, e.g the 2019 campaign against 
new barriers on tramside paths in the Wilford Lane-Ruddington Lane area and now the 
planned EMR bikes on trains campaign. This would help us to reach out to younger people 
and more potential Pedals activists. It was however recognised that all this updating (even 
just of main content) and wider use of social media would take time and would need several 
more people to be involved. This regular updating should, DL said, include signposting 
people to other channels.

ACTION: Ongoing update and checking existing content: All

HMcC said that with the website now working again we should be actively encouraging 
people who had recently expressed interest in Pedals, e.g. at our stall at the 2024 
Nottingham Green Festival, to use the prominent links to join as Supporters and also to 
consider, if interested, subscribing to the Pedals Discussion Group.

4. Use of restored Contact@Pedals email address for sending out and handling incoming 
emails
SS and Kev Swindells were again warmly thanked for getting this general contact email 
address working again. 

DS said that it might be useful for incoming emails to this address to go directly to him and 
HMcC without the need to login especially, if this could be arranged without extra incoming 
spam! We agreed this wasn't practical due to the spam, it was best to log into the Contact 
account to clear it out gradually. - ACTION DS/HMcC

5. Possible option for subscribers to the Pedals Discussion Group to receive messages in one 
daily and/or weekly digest
DL mentioned his own personal experience in setting up the one batch a day option and was 
willing to give advice on this for others to do the same, and including a possible weekly 
digest option. HMcC said that it would be useful to include this information in the Autumn 
Newsletter soon going to press, if possible. It was also agreed that we should include it in the
revised welcome message going to all people now able again via the Website to sign up as 
Pedals Supporters, and, if they also wished, to subscribe to the Discussion Group.



6. EMR bikes on trains campaign: update from Dave Smith
DS said that he had sent a second email on Monday to EMR and that he also drafted a letter 
to Lilian Greenwood MP. He proposed in November to pull out all the stops, including 
encouraging people to send Twitter / X messages and other social media to EMR, local MPs, 
etc.

He said that, while it was very unlikely now that we could have any influence of the new 
Aurora trains (with hooks for bike storage and more limited space) now being test run and to 
be introduced within a few months, there was some chance of influencing the design of the 
new fleet of regional trains. He was already in touch with Sophie Gordon at Cycling UK about 
this and agreed that we needed to coordinate our campaign with them as well as with all the
local cycling campaign groups in the EMR area, for which he now had contact details. It was 
also very important to put pressure on the new Great British Railways body, now set up in 
shadow form, whose role would in future be particularly important as all the current rail 
franchises came to an end. In view of this the support of Lilian Greenwood would also be 
very important.

MB commented that the involvement of Cycling UK in any campaigns to improve provision 
for bikes on trains was now all the more important in view of the fact that they were now 
promoting several new touring routes in different areas, i.e. routes such as the Rebellion 
Way in Norfolk and the recently launched Marches Cycleway in the English-Welsh border 
area south of Shrewsbury. All these schemes would, he said, surely increase demand for 
carrying bikes on trains.

SY emphasised how difficult it was for cyclists when trains with bike storage located only 
near the end of the trains pulled in at stations with short platforms. All trains should have 
bike carriage near the middle of trains, to help facilitate easier loading and unloading.

HMcC said he would be featuring our EMR campaign prominently in the Pedals Autumn 
Newsletter.

7. EMR Cycle Hub anti-thefts campaign: update from Julian Bentley
HMcC said that, due to lack of time, he would only emphasise the importance of reporting 
any theft incidents to the British Transport Police at Nottingham Station in addition to EMR. 
Julian’s update would be included in the Autumn newsletter. 

8. NTU Micromobility PhD study: Lauren Baker
LB gave a brief report on her work, based in the Psychology Department at NTU, and 
intended to be of direct local relevance, through working with the City Council and other 
interested organisations including Pedals. Her proposed study would cover sharing schemes, 
infrastructure and shared space. She hoped also to run focus group discussions on 
characteristics of the built environment with regard to the character of space. 

The potential damage to the reputation of cyclists from fast delivery riders would also be 
relevant to her work, she said, in response to a question from SS about the impact on Active 
Travel of fast delivery riders. SY emphasised the importance of looking at the reality of what 
happens in practice when cyclists and pedestrians are overtaken by fast delivery riders.

HMcC asked about the potential relevance of recent Dutch experience where apparently 



greatly increased use of ebikes, sometimes ridden by older people without much previous 
experience, was apparently the main reason for a recent increase in cycle accidents in that 
country.

He also commented that LB’s work might provide some useful evidence on the popularity of 
the Lime hire ebikes in Nottingham which could be used to press the County Council to agree
to allow an extension of this scheme into adjoining (suburban) areas, something that they 
had been invited to do by the City Council when the scheme was launched but had rejected.

For more information contact Lauren via lauren.baker2023@my.ntu.ac.uk

9. Update on D2N2 Area Active Travel Alliance Q1 meeting (EMCA) – 16 October (Dave, 
Samuel and Hugh)
The first meeting had concentrated on discussing basic questions such as what level of 
involvement the D2N2 ATA Group wished to have both with the Mayor and with Combined 
Authority Active Travel Ambassador soon to be appointed, including the means and 
frequency of involvement. Those taking part were asked to consult with their groups and 
report back at the next Teams meeting in December.

DL said that it would be useful, perhaps via Dave Clasby of Sustrans and his colleagues, to 
find out more about the experience of such Active Travel Alliances in other Mayoral 
Combined Authority areas.

10. Update on NSAT including meeting on 18 October with James Naish MP for Rushcliffe
HMcC gave a brief report on the recent meeting with James Naish MP and Simon Bishop of 
NSAT (who lives in Lady Bay) which he had been invited to join on behalf of Pedals. James 
Naish seemed very supportive and wanted details of any work already done by the City and 
County Councils on a possible cycle scheme for Trent Bridge and upgraded cycle links. He 
said that being clear about this would help in pressing the case for a detailed feasibility 
study. HMcC commented that it would now be very useful to involve Active Travel England in 
such a study.

11. Update on approaches to other new local MPs
HMcC said that he had checked again recently with Gary Smerdon-White (Broxtowe) and 
Arthur Williams (Gedling) about this but that neither had had any responses. It was agreed 
that this was very disappointing.

12. Report on 1 October meeting with Grantham Canal Society to discuss their proposals for 
reestablishing a navigable waterway through the Gamston and Lady Bay areas to the River 
Trent, including new & upgraded Active Travel towpaths and crossings (Trent Connections 
Project)
HMcC said that these very ambitious long-term major proposals could, particularly by 
including a much better towpath, greatly improve access for cyclists in the Gamston area and
vicinity, including a much safer and more convenient crossing under the Gamston-Lings Bar 
section of the A52, a much safer and easier crossing of Radcliffe Road (A6011) between 
Gamston and Lady Bay, and a completely realigned canal and towpath route east of Lady Bay 
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between Radcliffe Road and the riverside path to the east of The Hook and the nearby south 
bank landing of the Waterside Foot-Cycle Bridge.

He also said that Helen Hemstock had agreed to invite Tony Osbond (Chairman of the GCS) 
and Larry Greenwell (Project Director, GCS Trent Connections Project) to give a brief 
presentation on their proposals to the next (16 December) meeting of the CAWAG 
Infrastructure subgroup. He knew that they were keen to do this.

13. Draft updated version of the Pedals comprehensive list of outstanding infrastructure issues
for finalisation by 9 Nov ahead of the next CAWAG Infrastructure subgroup meeting on 16 
December
HMcC emphasised the importance of including more suggestions related to the west side of 
Nottingham, and Broxtowe and Gedling Boroughs.

14. Items for discussion with James Hatchett, Sustrans Network Development Manager for 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire, at the Pedals meeting on 18 November
It was agreed that, to make the most of this occasion, we should aim to have a full hour 
session with James and not just half an hour, even if it means extending the meeting until 
9.30pm. 
HMcC said he would ask James if he agreed with this, when confirming meeting 
arrangements. The discussion with him would take up the first half of the meeting, followed 
by a break and then general business. This should, he suggested, discussing questions we 
wanted to raise at the December meeting with Adrian Hill, Regional Manager for Active 
Travel England.

HMcC suggested that we might wish in particular to discuss issues relating to all the local 
sections of Sustrans National Cycle Network routes (include the need to upgrade some 
sections)  including:-

Route 6, including the proposal from Dave Clasby to link Routes 6 (in the Lenton / QMC area)
and 15 (south of the Trent) via the new Waterside Foot-Cycle Bridge, with upgraded 
connections in the Daleside Road / Manvers Street and Island Quarter area, in addition to 
the recently completed ones in the Canal Street / London Road Island area.

Route 15, including upgraded connections in the vicinity of the south bank landing of the 
Waterside Bridge, the Holme Pierrepont area, and signing the section between the 
Suspension Bridge, Wilford and Diseworth near East Midlands Airport. This was, he 
understood, supposed to have been done at the time 9 years ago of the dualling of the A453 
between the M1 and Clifton, but this never happened.

Route 48 (Bingham to Newark and Nether Broughton (Leics) to Watermead Country Park 
(Leicester) promotion including better signing and possible filling in (with signing) of the 
missing link between Bingham (Route 15 / Route 48 junction north of the A52/A46 Bingham 
Interchange) and the Notts / Leics County boundary south of Hickling. The adjoining section 
in Leicestershire, though of now somewhat dated standards, is mostly well-signed. It joins 
Route 6 in Watermead Country Park.

Route 67, running in Derbyshire just west of the Notts / Derby county boundary, between 
Long Eaton and Ilkeston and the Nutbrook Trail, etc., with links to the west end of the 



Bennerley Viaduct and, south of Long Eaton (and its junction with Route 6) to a possible new 
foot-cycle bridge across the Trent between the Chetwynd Barracks and Ratcliffe Power 
Station regeneration site areas. This is one of Pedals Top 6 Priorities for Rushcliffe, as 
featured in our presentation in August to James Naish MP, at the meeting he organised with 
Sustrans.

15. Plans for the next (Autumn 2024) Pedals Newsletter due to go to press on 4 November 
HMcC asked for any contributions to be submitted to him asap and not later than 31 October
please.

16. Cycling UK group subscription renewal by DNC
DNC had confirmed that he had recently renewed this subscription.

DS commented that some  information about Pedals on the Cycling UK website (Affiliated 
Groups section) was missing and said that we should ask DNC to login and correct this. 
ACTION: DNC

17. Request for Support for the Kidical Mass mobile loudspeaker system.
It was agreed that Pedals should contribute £74.75 towards the cost of a new trailer. SS said 
he would first send details of the specification. It should last for 4-5 years.
DL said that he had a replacement trailer which could be used if necessary. ACTION: DNC

SS also said that the next Kidical Mass would be taking place next Sunday (27 October), 
starting at 11am from the Victoria Embankment Children’s Cycle Training Area. He would 
appreciate offers of help.

18. Confirmation of arrangements for chairing and minute-taking at, and venue for, the Pedals 
meeting on 18 November 
DS confirmed that he would be chairing the meeting. He would also check with Thomas 
Madar if he was available then to take the minutes. It was agreed that we would return next 
month to the Vat and Fiddle and DS said that he would confirm this with the pub.

19. Any other business
None


