Cyclenation-CTC Cycle Campaigners Conference, Nottingham, 14 November 2009

Local Area Arrangements Workshop Report by Roland Backhouse

Workshop led by John Mallows (john.mallows@virgin.net)

John introduced himself as being involved with the Cheltenham Cycling 
Partnership and chair of the Transport subpartnership.

He introduced LAAs (Local Area Agreements), LSPs (Local Strategic 
Partnerships), LTP3 (Local Transport Plans) and VCSs (Voluntary 
Community Sectors).

Discussion followed on the meaning of an LAA.  Local authorities agree 
targets/indicators with Central Government.  From a total of 188 
indicators, 35 are mandatory and 18 are chosen.  Typically indicators do 
not mention cycling so that it is important to seek opportunities.  (The 
example given was mental health of children.)  The view was expressed 
that a new round of choosing indicators would occur soon; it was better 
to try to influence the choice of new indicators since current ones are 
quite old.  How indicators are measured is very important.  There is a 
division of LSPs into subpartnerships but none includes cycling.  
Membership of VCSs is open to everyone and they are represented on LSPs 
which in turn influence LAAs.  The recommenddation was to get involved 
in VCSs.  John is willing to offer help and advice.

