¢ THE POWER BEHIND NOTTINGHAM’S CYCLISTS

September the earliest
reopening date for Wilford
Suspension Bridge

Despite many efforts by Pedals and the other
local organisations involved in the recent
Suspension Bridge campaign it is unlikely, insist
the owners of the bridge, Severn Trent Water
plc, that it can be reopened before September.

At the beginning of the year, when we started
our campaign, we were hopeful that the bridge
could be partially opened before then, while the
rest of the work continued.

Much better future bridge maintenance?

We have however now had an assurance that
inspection and maintenance of the bridge will
get much more serious attention in future.

It is clear that this was not the case in the past,
with the result that many problems were not
6ni pped in the budbd
that STW claimed last July that the closure of
the bridge was essential on grounds of public
safety.

This also meant that the consequent greater
threats to the safety of people forced us to use
other routes was not considered, being no
concern of theirs. The
in any case never seemed to apply to people
passing under the bridge rather than on top of it,
however!

Bridge repair and reopening timetable

STW also responded to our plea to make their
intentions and timetable much clearer to the
public, since we knew that many people
remained unaware that they had definitely
decided to repair the bridge.

but
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We understand that the decision to repair the
bridge was in fact taken back in December after
both the County and City Councils promised
very substantial financial contributions towards
reopening. This support we are very grateful for.

Notices were erected on site, at both ends of the
bridge, in early March, at our suggestion
(although still not giving a definite start date, as
we had also requested), and we then removed
from our website the online petition which we
started in the middle of January.

Although the lack of a specific starting date is
disappointing we do know that some of the work
such as repainting is very much weather
dependent.
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Strong petition support
6public safetyd
More than 640 people had signed our petition by
the time we removed it from our website, with
most adding some very interesting comments
on just how the closure of the bridge had
impacted them personally. We are very grateful
for all this support.

We have also been very grateful for the support
for our reopening campaign from several other
local organisations, especially the West
Bridgford Area Forum, the West Bridgford Local

justifical



Traffic and Transport Group, Transition West
Bridgford, Nottingham Civic Society and the
Friends of the Victoria Embankment.

More secure right of way in future?

In the longer term we want to continue to work
with them to achieve a more secure right of way
for all bridge users.

For an update on the progress of repair work
visit the special STW webpages at:
http://www.stwater.co.uk/server.php?
show=ConWebDoc.3544

Pedals 30th birthday
Join the Celebrations!

Yes indeed, we are 30! The third week of May
will mark the 30th anniversary of the commuter
cycle races, sponsored by BBC Radio
Nottingham, which launched Pedals.

Among the special events this year will be:

Monday 1 June

Special Pedals 30th Birthday Meal
Restaurant Lantong Thai

(32 Lower Parliament Street)
www.lantongthairestaurant.com

Contact Andrew Martin asap if you would like to
come. Email: andrew@veggies.org.uk

cyclenation 2%

wearhing for craling

Sat 14 November (10 a.m. i 5p.m.)
Cyclenation (Cycle Campaigns Network) &
CTC Aut umn

Byron House
Shakespeare Street, Nottingham, hosted by
Pedals and Notts CTC i help will be needed
please from local members on the day and in
offering accommodation to visiting campaigners
that weekend i any offers of help will be
gratefully received by Susan Young

28 Toston Drive

Wollaton Park

Nottingham NG8 1EH

Tel: 928 9139

Mobile: (0796) 326 9159

Email: abiandsus@googlemail.com

Campaigners
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Timeline of Pedals history
1979-2009

Over the years we have had many ups and
downs in our campaigning. Below is a timeline of
some of the significant events:-

May 1979: Launch commuter races between a
cyclist, a car passenger and a bus passenger,
with extensive coverage on each of 5 days from
BBC Radio Nottingham

June 1982: The first Great Nottingham Bike
Ride, organised by Pedals, starting from The
Forest; became the Great Notts. Bike Ride in
1985 when the County Council took over as the
main organisers.

ol

September 1982: Opening of the Clifton to City
Centre cycle route via Wilford Bridge.
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1983: Publication of the first of 3 editions of the
6Pedal Pushersd Guide
print since 2008, by the way!)

First Rural Rides, organised by Pedals
(programme later taken over by the County
Council)

1986-91: Implementation of the Greater
Nottingham Cycle Route Network Project, by
Nottinghamshire County Council (then the Local
Highway Authority for Nottingham) and the
former Department of Transport i the largest of
4 such network projects in England and
concentrating on the flatter areas between
Beeston, Lenton, Wilford and West Bridgford.

2005: Formation of Ridewise (social enterprise)
byoNotfighrt NHISg dnd theéd City( andi County f
Councils, to provide cycle training locally.

2006: Launch of 6 The -Bileg
canalside and riverside path route by Greater
Nottm Transport Partnership (GNTP / The Big
Wheel)

2007: Formation of the Greater Nottm Cycling
Development Group to promote a more strategic
approach to future cycling policies in Nottingham
and with a wider range of partners including the
City and County Council, GNTP /; The Big
Wheel, Pedals, Ridewise, CTC, Sustrans and
Nottingham NHS.

2007: Nottingham chosen by Cycling England
for one of two pilot Cycling for health projects,
now being implemented by Nottingham NHS
and Ridewise.

2008: City Cycling Action Plan agreed.

2009: GNTP and Ridewise, promotion of the
Movers and Shakers project with the
involvement of influential local people from
various fields of local life to raise the profile of
cycling in the local community (inspired by a

small project first developed by the Wandsworth

September 1993: Nottingham hosts the Velo- group of the London Cycling Campaign)

City European cycling conference in the East

Midlands ~ Conference ~ Centre, ~Nottingham  5409. Expansion of local bike recycling through
University, with 600 participants from 25 t he 6Bi k e Clubd managed
countries. Housing Association

1993: First UK cycle lockers installed in a multi-

storey car park, in the former Trinity Square car

park (demolished in 2006-7)

1996-1998: Implementation of the Greater

Nottm Cycle-f r i endl vy Empl oyer sé Project, wi t h

match funding from the former Department of

Transportds Cycle Chall nge ject and, with 7 ,

major Ioca? employers as partners with the é I g P Wh eel team o

County and City Councils i the largest Cycle i

Challenge project in England. C yc i n g a nd Wal k
by Helen Clayton, The Big Wheel

1997: Publication of the first of two editions of  (Greater Nottingham Transport Partnership)

the Pedals 6City, County, Forestd | eisure rides

book (second edition in 2005) Iltds been another busy vy
walking in the Big Wheel team i we packaged

2004: Pedals 25th birthday marked with various  our activities together last year to create a

events and activities including the brewingofa 0 Summer of Cycling and Wal

b ywe g @ cansideraRle nweasp in OWINDars o¢ s
people attending events, using the Big Track,
visiting our website and generally getting
involved with Big Wheel activities.

speci al 6Pedal s alebd

and the Pedals award (MBE).



