Changes to layout of the junction of Musters Road (West Bridgford) with Melton Road and Rectory Road, made in April 2011 (i.e. removal of the 2 stretches of cycle lane installed in August 2005) and reinstatement of the 2 narrow general traffic lanes.

Suggested template for letter. Please any of the suggested paragraphs which you feel are particularly important and put these in your own words.

Please send comments to 
Councillor Richard Jackson, 
Cabinet Member for Transport & Highways,
Nottinghamshire County Council
County Hall, 
West Bridgford, 
Nottingham
NG2 7QP

Email: cllr.richard.jackson@nottscc.gov.uk
.. May 2011

Dear Councillor Jackson

Recent changes to the layout at the junctions in West Bridgford of Musters Road with Melton Road and Rectory Road

I am writing to protest at the County Council’s recent decision to remove two much appreciated stretches of cycle lane at the junctions in West Bridgford of Musters Road with Melton Road and Rectory Road and to reinstate two general traffic lanes. I am protesting for these reasons:-
· The change back to the previous layout has removed two very useful cycle facilities and has recreated a generally much more dangerous situation, particularly between the Melton Road and Rectory Road junctions.


· It has brought back a layout that increases the risk of conflicts between motor vehicles finding they are in the wrong lane and suddenly moving across to change lanes. 

· Cyclists are once again being much more at risk especially when riding north through the Melton Road junction and wishing to bear right towards Rectory Road and West Bridgford Town Centre. This risk is all the greater in peak periods.  

· It is bad enough for confident and experienced cyclists but all the more intimidating for less confident cyclists who most need the encouragement that good cycling provision can provide. Without this it is likely that they will take to riding on the pavements, or just give up cycling altogether. Measures to reduce cycling on pavements, and the nuisance that this can cause to pedestrians, must include making road layouts safer for cyclists.
· With very little room for cyclists between the two narrow traffic lanes if cyclists then try to ride in the middle of the right hand lane they may well now find they are being hooted at by drivers for being ‘in the way’ or, even worse, being cut-up by impatient drivers. Only once you get beyond the junction of Musters Road and Rectory Road is there now enough space for drivers to overtake safely.

· I understand that these changes were introduced despite clear evidence of the previous layout helping to encourage above average increases in cycling and without any consultation with Pedals. Could you please tell me why there was no consultation?

· I also understand that your decision to make this change was made despite explicit evidence from officers that the now abandoned layout was the safest in overall safety terms, as well as of the distinct benefits for cyclists. Can you please tell me why this advice was ignored?

· I fail to understand how spending scarce money on such a deplorable change can possibly be justified at a time of acute spending cuts and the apparent great lack now of County Council expenditure for even small scale cycling improvements. How can this possibly be justified?

· Given that the promotion of cycling is strongly supported both at national level, in the Coalition Agreement, and locally in the County Council’s own Local Transport Policies, I would also be grateful if you can please explain know how you can possibly justify making such a change which is wholly inconsistent with these important policy documents?
I look forward to receiving your answers to all these very serious questions.
Yours sincerely
