Greater Nottingham Cycle Development Group 

Notes 30th September at Loxley House

1. Introductions and Apologies 

In attendance – Peter Briggs, Pedals; Chris Carter, City Council; John Cutler, CTC; Matt Easter, Sustrans; Paul Hillier, County Council; Adrian Juffs, RideWise; Hugh McClintock, Pedals; Keith Morgan, City Council; Gary Smerdon-White, GNTP &  RideWise;

Apologies were given by Andrew Martin, Pedals; Arthur Williams, Pedals. 
Note: Steve Brewer has now left the City Council and Gary has sent a message of thanks and best wishes to him.

It was confirmed that Francesca Gibson would attend for sports related items and Helen Ross might return to the CDG.  

2. LSTF Update 

Chris confirmed the City Council had formally accepted the offer of £4.9m on the Key Component bid and DfT had requested they do a business case for the £11m main bid. The economic benefits would have to be strengthened and CDG proposed a number of ideas whereby growth and employment could benefit from cycling investments.

The key component bid has a number of cycling initiatives such as continuation of Ucycle, community cycling schemes plus wider use of smartcards in cycling facilities including commuter cycle hire. Efforts are also being concentrated on a series of cycling events with a festival of cycling with schools programmes, carnival, GNBR and possibly an elite ride.
3. Mapping Update 

Keith distributed the City Cycle map and although a reprint was not going to be fore some time asked for any suggestions or errors on the maps or website information to be brought to his attention so he could update the City/Transport Direct data.  

Consideration was to be given to improvements such as one-way streets, gradients and definitions of busy roads

4. Infrastructure Update

4.1. Strategic Cycling Network – it was agreed to include on the map
· A Cycle  Path between Wilford Lane and Ruddington alongside tram developments and with a view to linking into a NCN route between Leicester and Nottingham
· Cycle improvements from Bardills alongside the proposed tram lines.

4.2. Hub/Station Bike Compound – a meeting with the Hub team had concluded that more facilities would be provided on the south concourse, the milk dock would be extended after smartcard access had been installed and more of the area covered. There is a concern that the Milkdock is quite full, the stands in the porte cochere are being removed and the dock will be needed for Hub construction storage. It was confirmed that EMT would have to take responsibility for CCTV surveillance.
4.3. Clifton Corridor incl  MMW and  Collin St crossing improvements. It was confirmed this work is complete but an HA issue near Clifton Bridge is being followed up.

4.4. Highways Agency / AM Scott A52T capacity improvement proposals (Bramcote island - QMC island) – All CDG partners are proposing that HA should carry out a more collaborative and comprehensive study which looks at wider aspects of the strategic cycling network near the A52 in order to see if cyclists could have better alternative routes to the A52.
4.5. Shared use of the A52 Subway at Sharphill – Hugh confirmed work is moving forward albeit slowly.

4.6. Sustrans routes around Bennerely Viaduct – more Councils were getting interested in Sustrans proposals however the refurbishment of the viaduct itself would be a major cost barrier.

4.7. River Leen path upgrading works (funded via Growth Point) – work due to complete this summer is subject to hold-ups with EA.
4.8. Big Track work on Lenton Lane is complete and signing is to be carried out on the whole of the BigTrack 

4.9. Forest – the scheme to improve lighting and footpaths was explained and Chris asked for any comments from CDG. No date has been set to start the work.

4.10. Broxtowe Country Park – tracks for leisure and commuting purposes are planned for March 2012

4.11. Left Bank Flood Scheme to the east of the City  – Paul agreed to follow-up on the status of proposed cycle infrastructure improvements 

5. Latest Bike Counts

Keith presented the latest information based on manual counts at the bridges and an increasing number of automatic counters at other key points on the cycle network. The information was scrutinised by Sustrans. Year to date 2011 against 2010 showed a 6.6% increase overall. The there was only one place where numbers were down and this would be investigated. However the results were most encouraging and at last were backing up CDG’s subjective judgement that more cyclists are on the road.

6. Ride Programme Updates

6.1. Rural Rides – numbers of rides, ride leaders and participants had met all targets already this year. Funding for next year now needed to be considered.  
6.2. CfH Community and Broxtowe Rides – all are going to plan
7. Discussions and Consultations

7.1. Cycling Action Plan – Keith had done a review of performance and would share the draft with us. He is now working on a plan based on best practice elsewhere, past performance and input from CDG and Cycle Forum – a draft pan would be presented at the next CDG
7.2. Obstruction Safety and enforcement – Lenton Lane Car Parking. It was agreed it was an issue and that greater enforcement was needed. Pedals would pull evidence together of illegal parking, obstruction and dangerous driving. Once the evidence was available we would prompt action from either the community police teams or the Nottingham Constabulary. Peter suggested prohibition of parking between 12 noon and 1pm was a good deterrent to parking. 
7.3. ASL abuse and bus drivers, with particular reference to Premier Buses – Pedals would continue lobbying with Premier
7.4. Notts. Police 'Think Bike - Give cyclists' space campaign' the campaign is pleasing but once again CDG want to have more police involvement at CDG.
7.5. EMT cycling survey and follow-up - CDG would be pleased to have more EMT involvement at CDG.

7.6. Cyclists’ Notice boards – Although it had been proposed that there be a notice board at Wilford Bridge there was no evidence from counts that it was the best place for a board. It was agreed RideWise would hold the key to the Milkdock board and would leave a message on it that potential posters of info should contact RideWise. However we do need to ensure CDG members start encouraging more cycling activity from the Milkdock e.g. Rural rides starting there. Gary agreed to get a virtual notice board set up on the RideWise website.
7.7. Wigman Road Haddon Hall highway changes. Chris agreed that the development on the scheme had not gone through a sensible process, that the changes appeared unsafe and would look into the issues affecting cyclist.

 
8. Matters outstanding from previous meetings
8.1. 'Drive Safe, Cycle Safe' CTC-AA-RAC- IAM' advice brochure - Gary SW 
8.2. Riding on Pavements - Spots improvements could cyclists’ safety - Keith
· Sherwood Shops (a Mansfield Street alternative was mentioned)

· Junction of Woodborough Road and Huntingdon St.

· London Road outside emda – City are considering possibilities

8.3. On-street signage on main cross city cycle routes - Chris.

8.4. Musters Road would be audited in the new year and on-pavement cycling would be counted at that time - Paul
9. AOB
Hugh provided information about cycle storage in flats. Matt offered to give a presentation of the UCycle Review report at the next meeting.
10. Date of Next Meeting
 22nd November – Keith to book room and give us the time.
 

Appendix 1 - Strategic Cycling Network

The following additions are needed 

· NCN 6 re-aligned from Long Eaton to the Trent/BigTrack then a parallel route with Queens Road through Beeston to Broadgate for commuters

· The map proved very useful as it helped identify

· Problems in providing a north east orbital through hilly parts of Mapperley Gedling

· Gap between Stapleford and NCN67 (which Keith is working with Steve Foster at Broxtowe BC)

· Gap between West Bridgford into some parts of rural area to the south and east

· Gap in Carlton radial

Funding will be a major concern. 

Further Workshops and CDG discussions were needed to

· See how City and County investment programmes can deliver it and how funding partners might help

· Develop ideas about strategic signage along key radials and orbitals 

· develop ideas further around NCN numbering

