Greater Nottingham Cycle Development Group 
Notes 6th May 2009
1. In Attendance

Steve Brewer, City Council; Chris Carter, City Council; Jez Ellis, Police; Nicola Jones, Sustrans; Keith Morgan, City Council; Hugh McClintock, Pedals; Gary Smerdon-White, GNTP; 
2. Apologies

Received from: Helen Ross, PCT; John Cutler, CTC; Kevin Sharman, County Council; Arthur Williams, Pedals;  Absent: John White, RideWise; 
3. Riding on Pavements

Steve B suggested that City Council be informed of spots where this is prevalent in order to see if improvements could be made to increase the cyclists’ safety. (Jez E & Steve B)

4. Motorists ignoring Double Yellow Lines on advisory cycle lanes.
Chris provided a paper on his findings at Abbey Bridge, Woodborough Road and Meadows Way. Mainly because of the need for local residents’ off peak parking it was agreed changes would not be possible on the former two. However it was agreed that there was an inconsistency between the cycle lanes and the parking TRO which warranted further consideration (Chris C). Chris agreed to consider further areas of concern as they arose. 
5. Project Updates

a. Movers and Shakers Project

The project launch is dependent on Tim Brabant’s availability.

b. Cycling Information Pack

Has been launched and is proving poplar with cycle outlets

c. Nottingham Station Cycling Facilities
Parking and highways proposals are nearing completion and Keith outlined the proposals for the various phases which would protect short-term parking near the new ticket office whilst considerably increasing capacity. CDG agreed that  signage and maps were important considerations. It was confirmed that once the scheme had been seen by Councillors that consultations with cycling groups would commence.

d. A52 Proposals

Chris confirmed the City had supported the case made at the last CDG and was now awaiting a response from HA. He did not consider that the change of HA advisors would have major implications for the project
e. Sustrans Universities/QMC project

It was confirmed that Sustrans had been encouraged to submit the project by Cycle England. It would include BikeIt officers in the Universities and QMC, a maintenance ad instruction officer, a long term loan scheme. Final information is awaited from NTU.
f. Mapping

· Steve B suggested that in order to get better maps it would be necessary to split the present 2 into 4.    
· Keith demonstrated how the City are going to show photographs of cycle parking areas on their internet in order to help cyclists identify the precise site. Real time pictures via Google mapping would be an improvement for the future
· Chris hoped that route finding facilities would be sped up with help of a grant from emda/GNP. He was still unclear as to whether Triptimes, Travelline or other route finding interfaces would be the best presentation of the information but consideration would be given to this when funding was confirmed
· City cycling maps would be updated by cycle week.
6. Local Infrastructure Projects
a. Turning Point Proposals are running a little late but some traffic management changes will be progressed
b. Forest, Meadows Regeneration and London Rd/Cattle Market schemes are at a very early stage
c. Castle Marina Bridge is complete although some safety handrails might be needed (N.B. they are going in today – a nice tasteful green)
d. Trent Bridge Link is due for completion before the autumn 
e. Big Track further extensions will be developed over the next few years both to the east and into Derbyshire. The City will be developing leisure routes alongside the Leen as well

7. Pedals Matters

a. The action plan was discussed and Hugh agreed that further consideration needed to be given to what was vision/aspiration and what the role and activities of Pedals were.

b. Hugh outlined some Pedals activities including

· Nottingham City ‘wish list’

· Road show in Beeston
· Meetings with local employers – it was considered that this was a good aspect of Pedals role as an advocate but Gary and Chris asked that this be done in collaboration in order to ensure that we were speaking as one with employers on wider travel and travel planning matters 

8. Matters arising from previous meetings

.

a. ASL violations
It was proposed that enforcement be targeted at the new cycle route improvements such as the Bulwell corridor (Steve B, Jez E)
b. Meeting with Sustrans CEO - update
Matters in progress 
· Monitoring of Cycle Trips

· Bristol City info exchange

· ‘Links to Schools’ Funding – 5 schemes are planned
c. Route finding buddies 

RideWise will manage a list (Gary), 
d. Enforcement:
 It is likely that many motorists, pedestrians and cyclists are unaware of regulations in force around the City including:-

· Enforceability of Advance stop lines

· Present focus on bus line enforcement using traffic and other cameras

· Cycling Prohibited in Market Square but not throughout the clear zone

· Confirmation that there were few one way streets in the Centre but that cyclists must obey the signed ones

· Trespass by motorists into cycle lanes in the city was not an offence

· Riding on pavements is illegal but crossing from a Road across a pavement into a cycle path is not

It was felt that discussions with the police would be useful in order to develop some sort of communication for those target groups – this might be something along the lines:
· Cycling is safe

· Not a lot of people know the regulations but here they are
· Police would be considerate and sensible in dealing with offences and would consider warnings plus referrals to RideWise
· Cyclists need to be considerate and sensible as to where they Ride especially when sharing facilities with pedestrians
· Motorists  need to be sensible and considerate with cyclists and pedestrians

Council officers were concerned that such a campaign would have to be very carefully worded because of the legal sensitivities but would give consideration to such proposals (GSW). 

e. Boroughs 

It was proposed that be involved as part of a consideration of Growth Points and Sustainable Urban Extensions once they are more clearly defined - Chris C

f. Cycle Maintenance Training
RideWise had run a pilot scheme for their instructors which might develop into a public course if demand and a price could be established
g. Cycling Hub
Hugh suggested commissioning a study by Cycling England under their free (7-day) professional support service for local authorities – GSW to investigate

h. Cycling Accidents

Jez confirmed low levels of deaths in Notts going from 3 to 2 to 1 from 2005 to 2007. Over that period serious injuries had reduced from 147 p.a. to 137.
9. Agenda and date of next meeting

Next meeting 1st July 1.30pm at City Council Exchange Buildings North followed by BigTrack Ride. 
