Greater Nottingham Cycle Development Group 
Notes 1st July 2009
1. In Attendance

Steve Brewer, City Council; Chris Carter, City Council; John Cutler, CTC Nicola Jones, Sustrans; Keith Morgan, City Council; Hugh McClintock, Pedals; Gary Smerdon-White, GNTP; Arthur Williams, Pedals
2. Apologies

Received from: Jez Ellis, Police; Helen Ross, PCT;; Kevin Sharman, County Council:  Absent: John White, RideWise; 
3. City Cycle Route maps
After discussion and the use of the helpful paper of Paul Rea it was agreed:-

3.1. A GIS based system of recording cycle mapping was essential – from that a variety of maps could be produced on different media

3.2. The next fold-up cycle map of Nottingham would be re-printed with traffic calmed roads (shown as white at present) shown as yellow (quiet cycling roads). The map would be in smaller scale allowing for road names and thus over 4 sheets (each with a map of the City Centre on the back). These would look similar to the London paper fold-up maps.

3.3. Roads needed to be categorised consistently on the GIS map probably using the 5 grade system used on the Kettering maps -  there should also be a way of showing recommended or preferred cycling routes. Audit seemed the most effective way of doing this in the medium term and Chris C undertook to investigate costs etc
The main issue left outstanding was that of standards. Paul Rea had worked with a team of Cycle City ‘auditors’ in London and elsewhere and standards for consistent auditing and map representation were developed amongst the team. Cyclenation are promoting a standard which they wanted taken up nationally. Nicola mentioned that German standards seemed to be entirely different to what we would expect in UK. It seemed strange this problem had not been resolved before by say Cycle England. It was agreed that GSW would 

· Investigate

· Whether Cycle City had a formal set of standards

· Status of the Cyclenation proposals

· Cycle England stance

· Invite the ‘opposing’ parties to a future CDG meeting if it was appropriate

4. Project Updates

4.1. Sustrans Universities/QMC – the bid was with DfT awaiting approval. Partners had agreed to recruit for posts ahead of approval in order to get staff in place before the new terms 
4.2. Sustainable Travel City  - the bid is being drawn together at present around 4 main themes
· People moving home

· Early Intervention

· Business and Learning Travel

· Active Travel

Major new interventions are the proposals for financial and other incentives and travel champions to get modal shift into sustainable travel use

4.3. Movers and Shakers – Although the launch with the Lord Mayor was very effective and she is doing exceedingly well with her training etc the PR side has not been consistent and prolonged as we would like and further activity is needed to make an impact through the press
4.4. Nottingham Station secure bike project and Station redevelopment – Developments are behind schedule due to funding constraints however it is planned to provide cycle facilities in this financial year and revised designs are being considered at present.

5. Matters Arising from Cycle Forum

5.1. Driver Safety/respect Campaign comprehensive approach to cycling safety On top of matters discussed previously (see below) it was considered that a full session should be given over to this when the Police and Road safety teams would be invited to attend (Gary)

· Safer and more respectful motorists 

· Safer cycling infrastructure and training 

· Protecting pedestrians on shared ways 

· No cycling on pavements

5.2. GN Cycling Development map – Keith agreed to provide a map showing the City and County major infrastructure schemes completed and in development 

5.3. Lobbying for national support for cycling schemes, especially revenue - Chris C agreed to make a proposals to the next meeting
5.4. Sports Notts considerations – Gary agreed to contact Helen Gorman and Brian Steele
6. Pedals Items

6.1. City Centre cycle route signing and the Parksmart car parks signing scheme – Chris confirmed that this would be implemented in September
6.2. Encouraging Nottingham to learn from the experience of promoting cycling in some of its Continental twin cities, e.g. Karlsruhe and Ghent – Keith and Steve B had visited partner cities and would provide feedback on their visits.

6.3. Nottingham’s experience in promoting 20mph zones around schools etc. and its possible relevance for application elsewhere locally, e.g. the current ‘Bridgford20’ campaign for 20mph areas in much of West Bridgford – Chris said that Nottingham City considered traffic calming to be more effective in consistently bringing speeds down than their 20 mph zones. 
6.4. Plans for the autumn cycle campaigners’ conference on Sat. 14 Nov including the possible display area and a possible related seminar on Cycling and Health on the previous day, Friday 13 November – Hugh reminded us of the events.

6.5. compilation of a comprehensive Pedals wish list for Nottingham – Chris asked Hugh that it be grouped by neighbourhood area.
7. Any Other Matters Arising from Previous meetings 

7.1. Riding on Pavements

· Steve B suggested that City Council be informed of spots where this is prevalent in order to see if improvements could be made to increase the cyclists’ safety. (Jez E & Steve B)

· Outside of the meeting Jez said he has reminded his officers:-

‘The introduction of the fixed penalty is not aimed at responsible cyclists who sometimes feel obliged to use the pavement out of fear of traffic and who show consideration to other pavement users when doing so. Chief police officers, who are responsible for enforcement, acknowledge that many cyclists, particularly children and young people, are afraid to cycle on the road, sensitivity and careful use of police discretion is required. 

I should stress that the issue is about inconsiderate cycling on the pavements. Chief officers recognise that the fixed penalty needs to be used with a considerable degree of discretion and it cannot be issued to anyone under the age of 16’

7.2. Motorists ignoring Double Yellow Lines on advisory cycle lanes.

The road outside Games Workshop was brought to Chris’s attention

7.3. Local Infrastructure Projects – feedback on Castle Marina Bridge is very positive
7.4. ASL violations - It was proposed that enforcement be targeted at the new cycle route improvements such as the Bulwell corridor (Steve B, Jez E)

7.5. Route finding buddies - RideWise will manage a list (Gary), 

7.6. Enforcement:

It is likely that many motorists, pedestrians and cyclists are unaware of regulations in force around the City including:-

· Enforceability of Advance stop lines

· Present focus on bus line enforcement using traffic and other cameras

· Cycling Prohibited in Market Square but not throughout the clear zone

· Confirmation that there were few one way streets in the Centre but that cyclists must obey the signed ones

· Trespass by motorists into cycle lanes in the city was not an offence

· Riding on pavements is illegal but crossing from a Road across a pavement into a cycle path is not

It was felt that discussions with the police would be useful in order to develop some sort of communication for those target groups – this might be something along the lines:

· Cycling is safe

· Not a lot of people know the regulations but here they are

· Police would be considerate and sensible in dealing with offences and would consider warnings plus referrals to RideWise

· Cyclists need to be considerate and sensible as to where they Ride especially when sharing facilities with pedestrians

· Motorists  need to be sensible and considerate with cyclists and pedestrians

Council officers were concerned that such a campaign would have to be very carefully worded because of the legal sensitivities but would give consideration to such proposals (GSW). 

7.7. Boroughs 

It was proposed that be involved as part of a consideration of Growth Points and Sustainable Urban Extensions once they are more clearly defined - Chris C to discuss with Kevin
7.8. Cycling Hub

Hugh suggested commissioning a study by Cycling England under their free (7-day) professional support service for local authorities. This is included in the STC bid and could possibly be developed within the Station developments
8. Agenda and date of next meeting

Next meeting 18th August 2.30pm at City Council Exchange Buildings North. 

Possible items for agenda 

· Cycle Standards Debate
· Respect Campaign

· National Lobbying

· Twin City Feedback

· Sustainable Urban Extensions

9. AOB 

9.1. Something was mentioned re King Street and Queen Street – but I’ve forgotten what it was all about, sorry I hope it was not something urgent
9.2. Most of us went on a ride round the BigTrack, Chris found a title for the STC bid, the free pint from Chris was very good and I went home from Beeston Marina – I hope the others made it back to the start ok

