Greater Nottingham Cycle Development Group 
Notes 15th September 2009
1. In Attendance

Chris Carter, City Council; Adrian Juffs, RideWise: Hugh McClintock, Pedals; Keith Morgan, City Council; Gary Smerdon-White, GNTP; 
2. Apologies

Received from: Steve Brewer, City Council; Paul Hillier, Notts County Council; John Cutler, CTC; Nicola Jones, Sustrans; Leona Scurr, Notts Police; Helen Ross, PCT; Arthur Williams, Pedals
Gary SW apologised if there had been any confusion re the meeting date and welcomed Adrian as the RideWise representative.
3. GN Strategic Cycle Network
Keith presented a draft of the ‘strategic network plan’ covering City, GN and the surrounding 5 or 10 miles.
3.1. Funding was secure for Erewash (emda) and Broxtowe (Green Infrastructure) developments which with the BigTrack, Bus stop and University infrastructure developments plus some linking up of the network provided an excellent coverage over the west of the City, through Broxtowe and into Derbyshire. The major missing orbital sections around this network but still to be developed are

· River Leen route which would ideally replace NCN6 and provide a good route from the Trent to Bulwell. This is in City Plans and a route is considered feasible but there is no funding at present.

· Route from J26 of M1/Watnall over to Bennerely Viaduct. The practicalities of such a route have not been investigated but Nottingham City are considering developments on A6002 between Ilkeston Rd and A610 but ideally a joint city/county scheme needs consideration. No funding has been confirmed

3.2. Potential riverside developments to east of Trent Bridge and out to Newark either side of the Trent (north side through Left Bank Flood Defences, southside through Grantham Canal etc) look attractive but possibly very long term to the south of the Trent

3.3. It was considered useful to discuss with Sustrans what might develop as a 3 Cities Network, any plans they might have around the wider region and the future of NCN 16 which is not joined up through GN.

3.4. The networks to the east and west of the City and in the County around Gedling and Rushcliffe have not fully been captured in the Plan. 

3.5. Daleside Rd and Clifton Commuter corridors are not shown.

3.6. Commuter facility provided (poorly) through NCN 6 in has various practical problems and constraints so should be considered and improved as part of Tram and Beeston Station developments – even if NCN 6 was re-aligned to the Trent/BigTrack then a parallel route with Queens Road would likely still be needed for commuters
3.7. The plan is not complete but evolving in a very positive way however funding will be a major concern. Following pots were suggested:

· A453 – HA

· World Cup Bid

· British Waterways

· EA – Flood Defences

· Growth Points

· Green Infrastructure
· LTP

· EDA

· PCTs

· On Trent
· Trent River Park

Actions
· Gary to discuss with Nicola Sustrans’ plans, views and NCN possibilities
· Keith and Paul to complete next draft of the Strategic Plan and , as suggested by Adrian, layering the maps to show for example

· Existing network
· In construction

· Planned and funded (with rough timescales)
· Planned unfunded

· Aspirational 
· Keith, Steve and Paul to consider what might be done with A6002

· Further Workshops and CDG discussions to

· See how City and County investment programmes can deliver it and how funding partners might help
· Develop ideas about strategic signage along key radials and orbitals 

· develop ideas further around NCN numbering
4. Update on Matters Arising from last meeting
4.1. Maps

· City’s digitisation would be complete in the next few months and Transport Direct may be best for implementing journey planning

· City Council are meeting suppliers re process to categorise and determine routes with a view to reviewing the existing maps, propose remedial actions on the maps and infrastructure and propose future strategic developments. (Chris C) 

4.2. Progress on Embankment Suspension Bridge repairs was disappointing

4.3. The Trent Bridge Link would be completed with an official opening in the next few weeks. Signage to be reviewed – (Keith)
4.4. County are considering possibilities south of the Trent in Rushcliffe (Paul)
4.5. Sustrans Universities/QMC – the project team will present at our next meeting of CDG. Keith explained that Clifton and Strelley Corridors and £300k of emda funding would improve surrounding infrastructure over the next 2 years. Possible new schemes might be at Lenton Lane , North entrance of QMC, Triumph Road, Triumph Rd/St Peters Street, Toucan at Bobbersmill

4.6. BigTrack/On Trent – City in discussions with OT Project Manager particularly regarding shared cycle and pedestrian paths and cross river access.
4.7. Sustainable Travel City - the bid has reached the shortlisting stage with it is believed 3 other Cities 
4.8. Nottingham Station secure bike project and Station redevelopment – consultations with Cyclists on proposals to continue at Pedals meeting and bid to DfT likely – Keith 
4.9. A52 Sherwin Island to QMC Island – HA reconsidering the plans from Priory to QMC, QMC junction plan has cycle provision on each arm.
4.10. Consideration to be given on how to move forward on BigTrack signage  –  Chris C. Steve undertook to see if banners might be used to promote it more
4.11. Lobbying for national support for cycling schemes, especially revenue - Chris C agreed to make a proposal to the next meeting
4.12. Sports Notts considerations – Gary agreed to contact Helen Gorman and Brian Steele 

4.13. Riding on Pavements
· Steve B suggested that City Council be informed of spots where this is prevalent in order to see if improvements could be made to increase the cyclists’ safety. London Road outside of emda was suggested (Leona & Steve B)
· It as agreed that the recent incident on University Boulevard at Dunkirk was not due to poor signage. However the reported attitude of the police did not seem to be in accord with the guidelines the police had issued to CDG. Leona’s views would be sought (Gary SW)
4.14. Motorists ignoring Double Yellow Lines on advisory cycle lanes.

The road outside Games Workshop was brought to Chris’s attention

4.15. Route finding buddies - RideWise will provide support (Gary), 

4.16. Boroughs 
It was proposed that be involved as part of a consideration of Growth Points and Sustainable Urban Extensions once they are more clearly defined - Chris C to discuss with Kevin

4.17. Sustrans are working with the City to improve methods of cycling trip measurement (Chris C)
5. Safe Cycling/Respect Campaign

Gary presented a paper based on previous discussions and consideration of likely problems and budget. Generally there was agreement that ‘going it alone’ might be ineffective and large revenue budgets might be needed. It was suggested we might look at other campaigns carried out in the past e.g. ‘Think Bike’
The paper has been updated and distributed on the basis of further discussion on the day and there was agreement that we might use it to discuss with potential national partners and eventually other cities. Chris C agreed to mention this to GOEM.

6. Agenda and date of next meeting

Next meeting 10th December 2pm at City Council Exchange Buildings North. Sustrans are to be invited. Possible items for agenda 

· Sustrans HE Project
· National Lobbying

· Sustainable Urban Extensions

7. AOB 
· Hugh mentioned that there were some concerns re the Hucknall Road Commuter Corridor – Hugh and Steve to discuss. 

· Keith shared initial thoughts re places for Bus/Cycle interchange. There were differences of opinion as how effective they would be as locations got closer to the City Centre. However generally it was agreed that high population density in outer City/Borough areas plus relatively poor bus services were important criteria for selection.
