Greater Nottingham Cycle Development Group 

Notes 15th February 2010
1. In Attendance

Chris Carter, City Council; Nicola Jones, Sustrans; Adrian Juffs, RideWise: Hugh McClintock, Pedals; Keith Morgan, City Council; Gary Smerdon-White, GNTP 

2. Apologies

Received from: Steve Brewer, City Council; John Cutler, CTC; Paul Hillier, Notts County Council;  Leona Scurr, Notts Police; Arthur Williams, Pedals. It is understood that Steve B has moved departments and will only attend in the event of specific projects being discussed at CDG
3. GN Strategic Cycle Network

It was considered that the concept of super-highways was excellent but any such developments locally would be introduced incrementally as demand increased.

Keith provided copies of the draft map which was well populated to the south and west of the City and out into Broxtowe. The following additions were suggested

3.1. Priorities for development 

3.2. Long Distance Network routes including NCN6 NCN 67 and NCN 15 to be added in a separate colour

3.3. Bridges over water, tram lines and interchanges such as stations, key bus stops and P&R sites 

3.4. Sustainable Urban extensions 
3.5. County Routes

3.6. U-Cycle proposals
3.7. gaps on the  A6002 between Ilkeston Rd and A610
The following still needs to be taken into consideration

3.8. River Leen route which would ideally replace NCN6 and provide a good route from the Trent to Bulwell 

3.9. Potential riverside developments to east of Trent Bridge and out to Newark either side of the Trent (north side through Left Bank Flood Defences, southside through Grantham Canal etc) look attractive but possibly very long term to the south of the Trent

3.10. The strategic network needs to take account of

· networks to the east and west of the City and in the County around Gedling and Rushcliffe 

· Daleside Rd and Clifton Commuter corridors 

· NCN 6 re-aligned from Long Eaton to the Trent/BigTrack then a parallel route with Queens Road through Beeston to Broadgate for commuters

3.11. Funding will be a major concern. Following pots were suggested:

· A453 – HA

· World Cup Bid

· British Waterways

· EA – Flood Defences

· Growth Points

· Green Infrastructure

· LTP

· EDA

· PCTs

· On Trent

· Trent River Park

Keith would provide copies electronically of the map used at the meeting for CDG’s own use

Nicola will provide her proposal for linking around the north of Nottingham from J26 of M1/Watnall over to Bennerely Viaduct

Keith will contact Paul Hillier to add in the work Paul has done and it is targeted that the Strategic Plan will be completed by the next meeting. Thus next draft of the Strategic Plan layering the maps to show for example

· Existing network

· In construction

· Planned and funded (with rough timescales)

· Planned unfunded

· Aspirational 

Further Workshops and CDG discussions to

· See how City and County investment programmes can deliver it and how funding partners might help

· Develop ideas about strategic signage along key radials and orbitals 

· develop ideas further around NCN numbering

4. Sustainable Urban Extensions

Chris outlined the proposed new residential and commercial/industrial development areas across the Housing Market Area. It was agreed that CDG would not comment on the proposals during consultation but Pedals, CTC and Sustrans are encouraged to do so. The SUEs will be shown on the strategic cycle network map.
5. Workplace Cycle Challenge

There is general support for the challenge although Chris felt the City transport team could not lead if all sports and leisure activity was included. A meeting led by Sport Nottinghamshire to discuss the project was scheduled for next day

.
6. Nottingham Station Secure Cycle Compound

Completion is scheduled for the end of the financial year however Keith is concerned that lighting and CCTV may not be ready. In the event they are not ready CDG considered lighting was essential but CCTV was not, especially if BTP were aware of the threat and focussed on the area with regular checks
Chris would discuss promotion of the new facility with EMT and BigWheel

7. Pedals suggestions

7.1. Gritting of cycle facilities: policy and priorities
Hugh considered heavily used areas such as University Boulevard and Wilford Toll Bridge should be gritted. Chris invited Hugh to make his suggestions as part of the formal council review of gritting. Gary suggested some guidance about cycling in ice and snow would be sensible e.g. adjusting seating position , use of winter tyres, walking in dangerous locations prone to ice. 
7.2. Transition Sherwood and Mapperley Cycling Roadshow Sat 27 March
Hugh would be getting cycling input into the Pedals Wishlist for the City. All CDG partners pledged their support for the event
7.3. Pedals wish list for Nottingham 
Hugh’s aim was that this should be complete in a month or two. Chris confirmed that the draft list is very useful and suggested grouping proposals so that suggestions relating to large schemes are kept together and City council areas are kept together. He felt proposals to the east and north of the City might more favourably be considered
7.4. Organising Rural rides from 2011
There is concern that the County will not continue these in 2011 and that there should be a way of continuing them. RideWise has had early discussions with the County and it was possible the rides would be of more value to PCTs. Sports Nottinghamshire might be appropriate to run the scheme
7.5. 2010 National Cycle Rail Awards Ceremony
Hugh circulated a flyer outlining successful schemes and he felt more should be done to encourage EMT. It had been agreed previously that CDG should work with EMT to develop good relations and place higher value of cycling. Gary/Chris
7.6. Rushcliffe Environmental Partnership funding for Green Travel
Gary confirmed he would be meeting Paul Phillips
7.7. Proposed Campaign for better mutual respect by drivers and cyclists: possible lessons from the AA/CTC leaflet c1983 

It was still felt that a national campaign was needed but it was agreed that the old leaflet be redrafted, included in motoring and cycling sections of websites such as BigWheel and provided to local driving schools.

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
8.1. Wilford Suspension Bridge: legal status of access for cyclists and pedestrians
Hugh proposed that his should be a right of way whereas the City had agreed a 25 year permissive agreement with Severn Trent. Hugh would get advice as to whether there was any advantage for a right of way.
8.2. Riverside paths (south bank) upgrading problems (Trentside-NWSC and Suspension Bridge - Wilford lighting)
Hugh would be pursing this with Paul as the County stance seems duplicitous
8.3. Highways Agency A52 Bramcote to QMC Island capacity scheme 

The HA approach to the scheme was to ignore walking or cycling interventions. Sustrans and Pedals and Broxtowe BC had all made the point that the capacity improvements needed to include improvements for non-motorised users and that the road maintenance should be accompanied by the introduction of cycle lanes between Priory and QMC. The City had not been consulted on the latter scheme. The HA response at a meeting at GOEM was disappointing.

8.4. Cycle Trip Statistics

Chris has a meeting planned with Sustrans experts to investigate the situation 
8.5. Improving Cycle Parking at Shops and Shopping Centres

It was agreed Hugh should include proposals in his Wishlist for the City however     it was recommended that he show a demand for the parking

8.6. Maps
 The  City have meetings arranged to plan the digitisation project with Cycle England’s contractors
8.7. The Trent Bridge and Castle Marina Link Signage
To be reviewed – (Keith)

8.8. Riding on Pavements 
the City Council are to be informed of spots where this is prevalent in order to see if improvements could be made to increase the cyclists’ safety. London Road outside of emda was suggested for example(Leona & Keith)

8.9. Motorists ignoring Double Yellow Lines on advisory cycle lanes. 
The road outside Games Workshop was brought to Chris’s attention

8.10. Commuter Corridors and infrastructure schemes

· Proposal is going forward to complete the BigTrack under Clifton Bridge
· Keith will audit the Clifton corridor with Pedals etc in April 

· Nicola brought it to Chris’s attention that the Bulwell Schools bid to Sustrans was likely to be successful but the three other City schemes (including those around the new schools at Wilford) had missed deadlines for applications. The county have had two successful bids. It is hoped the funding will become available again. Note: Since the meeting Nicola confirms that she has secured funding for another City scheme and is hopeful that the other two will also be funded.
8.11. On-street signage on main cross city cycle routes

Consideration would be given to improvement of the signage with the Sustrans/NTU driven infrastructure improvements. Care would be needed to avoid clutter whilst providing important signage - Chris

9. AOB

John C had provided a useful document from CTC relating to LTP3. There had been a number of consultation events in Greater Nottingham on LTP3 already and it was felt that local cycling interests and views were being taken into consideration. Further consultations to present options were planned with GNTP for April 2010 and Adrian and Nicola asked that they be included on the circulation lists.

10. Agenda and date of next meeting

Next meeting 14th April 2010 2pm at City Council Exchange Buildings North. 

