GNTP Cycle Forum – 23rd June 2011
Discussion Feedback Points

What’s good about cycling in Nottingham/Nottinghamshire?

· There’re more people cycling now, with greater mass and visibility

· The infrastructure is generally good

· The local cycling groups and interest groups are working together

· There’s a high level of commitment from the City Council

· The commitment to the 20MPH zones and bikeability is welcomed

· Inward cycling routes and corridors are good

· Lots of choice for routes and Big Track  with its new bridges  is of a high standard

· Ucycle project is seen as being very good and particularly has good exemplars with regards to infrastructure

· Relationships with Sustrans (and in the past Cycling England) are good

What could be improved?

·  The market square’s no cycle zone

· The tram, bikes on trams and the danger to cyclists

· Integration means that there are more exemplars rather than a medium level of coverage over a wider area

· More maintenance facilities

· Bike Hire at the train station 

· Can cycling be knitted into the planning process and 106 agreements?

· Where’s the GREATER Notts element....most things seem to be concentrated on the city centre. 

· Cycling from and around Forest Fields, Lenton/Dunkirk - Super Output Areas with old street plans and poor links especially along the orbital roads

Priorities

Continuous routes – orbital as well as radial routes – for example, the Ring Road is partially restricted/signed and mapping seems uncoordinated.

Repeat the cycling promotional campaign – critical mass is important, car drivers need to understand cyclists and visa versa.

Use of railway tunnels – not a priority but worth considering.

Increasing journeys to schools by bike through effective bikeability, early intervention and working with businesses to deliver activities to schools to make the most of existing links, financial support and contributions (e.g. EON’s schools programme).  Rides organised from year 6 onwards. 

Getting bikes onto the trams.

Balancing the cycling infrastructure so that it’s more evenly distributed throughout, with less of the exemplar projects and more consistent reasonable provisions over a wider area.

Cycling is becoming the reserve of the middle class - important to ensure social inclusion.

Important that the long term investment is secured and that projects are not pulled halfway through which is an expensive way to curtail activities. 

Need an effective means to feedback on cycle network/maintenance problems.

New and broader partnerships – for example clubs, businesses and community groups.

Increase the overall number of sustainable journeys and not to poach cyclists from other sustainable modes (e.g. public transport). 

Education, Mutual Respect and Enforcement – cyclists need to show respect for pedestrians, understand shared paths, enforcement issues, lights, safety and good ways to use the roads.  Likewise car users need to understand cyclists better. 

Share the paths – share the roads.

More support for cycling in neighbourhoods – with better storage, maintenance and loan bikes.

Road priorities should be pedestrians – cyclists – public transport users – motorists
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