AGENDA FOR PEDALS MEETING:  

7.30 p.m. on 
Monday 17 September 2007
in the upper room of the Globe PH, 152 London Road, NG2 3BQ (between London Road and Meadows Way just north of north of Trent Bridge)
NB Larry Nelson’s suggested modified logo (see item 10 – proposed website changes)
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AGENDA  

1. Welcome, and apologies for absence

2. Discussion with Chris Carter, Transport Strategy Team Leader, Nottingham City Council on progress with the Cycling Action Plan (7.30-8.30 p.m)
(10-minute break)

3. Minutes of Pedals meeting of 16 July and matters arising, including Pedals response to City Council Workplace Parking Levy consultation and special meeting of 22 August, and other updates:
· Feedback on joint Halfway to Hucknall ride with Sheffield Pedal Pushers and CTC, 1 September

· A46 Widmerpool to Newark widening scheme Public Inquiry

· University Boulevard – changes near Tennis Centre and Nottingham University south entrance

· New cycle link from Rennie Hogg Road to Longwall Avenue and Birdcage Walk

· City Council trial with different types of off-road barrier, 10th October. (John Lee)
· Notts County Council – change of mind re barriers in Gresham Park, West Bridgford.

· Hockley / Goosegate Pedestrian Priority Scheme: comments from Arthur Williams
· Trinity Square new car park- replacement of cycle lockers (Andrew Martin)
· Carrington Street bridge strengthening work and cycling
· Possible Pedals / Notts CTC hosting of Spring 2009 CCN-CTC Spring Campaigners’ Conference
· Proposed local bike recycling scheme and feasibility study
4. NET-related matters

· Public Inquiry pre-meeting (6 September)
· Proposed cycle lockers at Phoenix Centre NET Terminus Park and Ride site.

· Sheffield Supertram bike access trial (Simon Geller, Sheffield Pedal Pushers)
· Report of 11 September Great Nottingham LRT Advisory Committee meeting

5. (other) cycle facility and traffic matters

· ‘snags list’ from Colin Hazeldene, BBC East Midlands Today presenter (and new Pedals member)

· Castle Boulevard / Castle Road junction: comments from Arthur Williams, et al.
· Bobbers Mill bridge – suggestion from Robin Phillips
· Sneinton Greenway / Daleside Road area cycling improvements: report on meeting with John Lee et al, City Council on 12 June, and relationship to other cycling proposals in the A612 ‘corridor’
· Nottingham Station cycle parking improvements – request for Pedals advice Ha
· Lockers advice request from Russell Brocket, City Council

· Meadows road system proposed changes – message from Cathy Melia

· Cycle audits for Notts CC: exchange of messages with Paul Rea of Realistic Solutions

· New Nuthall-Watnall multi-user path on former railway under M1

· Beeston Town Centre Action Plan consultation (response needed by 21st September)

· Need for cycle parking at shops on north side of Derby Road by Priory Island, Beeston

· Compton Acres (West Bridgford) path blockage (David Miller)

· Wilford Lane / Bede Ling toucan crossing and path access obstruction

· Sandy Lane, Holme Pierrepont, route modification order local hearing (Doreen Leheup)

· Motor bikes in bus lanes? (my response of 12 Sept to letter in NEP)

6. Cycling England and Nottingham PCT Cycling and Health Project

7. Finance

8. Autumn Newsletter 
9. Events / meetings

· The Big Wheel Big Day Out, Nottingham Castle, Sat. 22 Sept: Pedals stall and helpers request

· Nottinghamshire County Council Equalities Inspection evaluation of delivery and process including consultation with action groups; interview on 26th Sept
· Lenton and Dunkirk Partnership Forum community event, 10- 5 p.m., Saturday 29th Sept: Pedals stall and helpers request

· (Cancellation because of railway works and possible rescue arrangements for) East Midlands Cycling Forum, Chesterfield, Sat. 13th October (and Lincoln, Spring 2008)
· CCN/CTC Autumn Campaigners, Conference, Saturday 17th November, Oxford

· West Bridgford Community Gathering 2008, Saturday 9 June 2008 (Karina Wells)
· Bike Week 2008

10. Miscellaneous items

· Clocks going back this autumn; publicity re cycle lighting (Alison Russell)

· Arrangements for handling of growing volume of Pedals business and distribution of Pedals meeting agendas and background notes, etc.

· Pedals website changes and change of webmaster
· Pedals logo modification ideas (Larry Nelson)

· Ridewise bike maintenance training (message from Graham Hubbard, Ridewise coordinator)

· Meeting with Alan Mitcheson, Government Office for the East Midlands (GOEM) and follow-up letter to Gillian Merron, MP, Minister for the East Midlands

11. Any other business

BACKGROUND NOTES

* means feedback especially wanted please

** means help please!

1.  Welcome and apologies

Apologies for absence from

Mara Ozolins, John Wilson.

2. Discussion with Chris Carter re City Cycling Action Plan progress and including points raised by Cllr. Emma Dewinton following the cycle tour with Councillors and Senior Transport and Planning Officers on 5 September:

Chris suggests that he concentrates on improving cycling infrastructure but there will also be time for discussion on other matters, including some covered by Cllr. Emma Dewinton in her email following our cycle tour last week:

“THIS IS AN EMAIL FROM CLLR EMMA DEWINTON
Hi
I would just like to thank everyone for making the cycle tour such an enjoyable and informative event.  I found it extremely useful to actually be on the ground looking at the issues raised by Pedals and our Officers as regards technical layout/traffic management in the City Centre.  It certainly makes a great deal of sense when you are cycling round than listening to discussions in a Committee meeting.
 
I know that both Hugh and Chris are going to get together and send out particular recommendations from the day around traffic management/safety issues.
 
Our tour showed the NCC focus on trying to include cyclists in traffic management developments, particularly in the City Centre – although there are obviously still concerns.
 
However, I would like to put forward some thoughts of a more general nature about where we are going with our cycling strategy – addressing more emphasis on people who are not already cyclists but whom we wish to enable and encourage – and raise awareness about what facilities there are.  
 
This could be through taking papers to Area Committees or local Area Forums or residents’ meetings, where we asked for their ideas regarding the current networks, barriers and good places to cycle.
 
Equally, Big Wheel events appear to me and perhaps others to be for the initiated – perhaps a City Centre event where people could try out bikes, find out about what possibilities there were for private firms to encourage cycling to work, a bit of publicity for Ridewise – perhaps a computer simulated bike ride through the City Centre for young people:  could help to open up the debate.
 
Personally, going on the tour has reinvigorated my cycling status to the extent that I will be using the bike on a fine light day and when I can afford the time and energy to plough up Woodborough Hill (I am fairly pleased that I did not have to push it all the way)!  My best fantasy would be around introducing a cycle lift on the lines of a skiing chairlift, to enable people who live up hills in cities to use their cycles (if they are not super-fit).
 
Issues such as safety, convenience and clarity regarding route, are very important to people who are considering buying or using cycle, whether for themselves or, more importantly, children or young people.  This is why I think it is worth putting some thought into how we can be clearer about a through route in the city and follow up the specific points around bus awareness of cyclists.
 
The interface with pedestrians is particularly important and not clear to all -  to the convenience of some cyclists and the annoyance of some pedestrians. I am aware of this through Pedals, ward and area issues and through sitting on Respect for Nott’m. We probably need to actually debate this at a corporate level with the different departments and partners – including notably the Police – to ensure that if we are looking to have discretion as to cyclists on pavements, there is city-wide understanding of what is expected of cyclists and enforcing Officers.
 
The cycling agenda at times is seen within a Corporate Transport or City Centre agenda, rather than a real sustainability issue.  An instance of this appears to be the effect of the Licensing system preventing early introduction of City Centre Pedal Rickshaws.  For myself, particularly given the fumes from traffic which I meet as a pedestrian and I met as a cyclist yesterday – I am all in favour of Pedal Rickshaws as a way of getting about in the City Centre.  However, I understand that it has not been possible to grant a licence for Pedal Rickshaw to operate as a taxi – because we have a convoluted system of licensing which has involved people waiting in a long queue to be able to operate a Hackney Cab. I understand the pressures which have led to this. However, I would like a discussion as to whether others feel it would be positive to introduce Pedal Rickshaws as a sustainability issue – which could then be referred to the Executive Member responsible for licensing to consider ways to enable this.
 
Regarding the bike recycling project, this appears a very worthwhile scheme.  I have discussed it with YOT who are yet to be convinced, and others more open,  and I would be interested to see where it is currently being taken.  There is local demand in a very deprived super output area in my ward for such a scheme.  The city would be producing a more comprehensive cycle strategy if this issue could be included as one to pursue.
 
I am obviously interested in any comments on this and look forward to having the more organised feedback regarding particular traffic management/safety from yourselves.
Best wishes, Emma Dewinton”
 
Comments on this message from Matt Jones, Notts. Police:

“Hello Hugh,

    I have heard tales of newspaper and TV appearances of yourself from last night and it all sounds very positive. Regarding Cllr Dewinton's email.-

 

1) Equally, Big Wheel events appear to me and perhaps others to be for the initiated – perhaps a City Centre event where people could try out bikes, find out about what possibilities there were for private firms to encourage cycling to work, a bit of publicity for Ridewise – perhaps a computer simulated bike ride through the City Centre for young people:  could help to open up the debate.

 

    The Police are currently considering a series of public events/appearances coding bicycles with smart water, adding them to immobilise and having them checked over by RideWise and involving as many partners as possible, the above sounds like an excellent opportunity.

 

2) Regarding the bike recycling project, this appears a very worthwhile scheme.  I have discussed it with YOT who are yet to be convinced, and others more open,  and I would be interested to see where it is currently being taken.  There is local demand in a very deprived super output area in my ward for such a scheme.  The city would be producing a more comprehensive cycle strategy if this issue could be included as one to pursue.

 

Is Cllr Dewinton aware of the partner interest that I emailed you about last week?, to be honest I have taken this as far as I can in my sphere however speaking to Helen Dickman-Joal (helen.dickman-joal@nottinghamcity.gov.uk) who is a commissioning officer in the Crime and Drugs Partnership would be a good move, likewise Danny Marshall at Youth services (danny.marshall@nottinghamcity.gov.uk).

Matt Jones 
Project Support Officer 
Nottingham Crime and Drugs Partnership

…and from Mike Madin, Sustrans BikeIt National Project Director (who is coming to the Pedals meeting in November for a discussion)

“Hugh,
Reading it all through, it does sound very promising in terms of political power looking favourably on cycling. It strikes me that comments the Councillor makes about getting people who are not already cyclists into thinking about cycling as a method of getting around, falls into the arena of Rob Fuller's CTC Cycling Champions. I appreciate from the talk yesterday that Nottingham doesn't look like one of the initial sites for the lottery funding, but Rob was adamant that this project could expand a bit like Stickle Bricks - building onto what is in existence.
 

Perhaps the Council needs to think about a number of aspects all about overcoming barriers to cycling real of perceived.
 

1: Cycle training this must be to National standards, with road side training and absolute priority. If the Council's Road Safety dept are still putting the kibosh on things then the council needs to encourage outside not-for -profit bodies to offer training
2: Cycle storage in the city and combating thefts of bikes. There are some amazing European systems including underground automatic storage systems available. Nottingham build on its rock formations being able to install a underground automated system shouldn't be too hard for commuters, and it would put Nottingham as the first in the UK to make a serious commitment to cycle commuting.
3: Empowering and galvanising communities. The cycling champion role is too good an opportunity to miss, the council ought to find the funding to latch onto the programme and recruit through the CTC a 14th champion post which would work in Nottingham.
4: Cyclists of the future. The Council needs to work to providing £20,000 per annum to help fund a Bike It Officer project working with the schools in Nottingham
Mike Madin
(Sustrans) Bike It Manager
01332 242864
07900 916428”
…and further update from Cllr. Emma Dewinton (12 Sept):

“Hi Hugh
Thanks for copying me into all the correspondence around cycling development – things are certainly moving on now.
 
I was particularly pleased that Katrina Bull is taking up the need for co-ordinated transport in terms of cyclists being able to take their bikes on trains and trams – and Brian Parbutt moving forward the “Bike It Officer” bid.
 
I will indeed follow up the recycling project with Helen Dickman Joal and Danny Marshall – and anyone else you suggest?
 
I had not heard about the Big Wheel’s Big Day Out on the 22nd – if you send me some information I will forward it to any residents likely to be interested.
 
On a personal note, our group ride in the City Centre (coupled with the support from Ridewise) has inspired me to continue to bike in and out of town (three days!).  I hope that Caroline Lowbridge is similarly making progress – good to find someone on the ‘Post’ really keen to pursue this issue.
 
Look forward to seeing you at the meeting on the 24th.
Best wishes. Emma Dewinton”

(10 minute break) 
3. Minutes of the Pedals Meeting Held 16th July 2007 at The Globe.

Present: Hugh McClintock, Peter Osborne, David Miller, Alison Russell, Jenny Kukan, Chris Gardner, John Bannister and Ian Cohen. 

Apologies for absence: Mara Ozolins, Susan Young, Karina Wells, Arthur Williams and Andrew Martin,

Proposed Pedals hosting of CTC-CCN campaigners conference in 2009. This is still to be decided on. It would require a considerable number of volunteers, so support would be necessary from local CTC members and others.

Mini-rides and speakers. The future of the mini-rides was discussed. It was felt that they were no longer fulfilling their original intended purpose (i.e. to get participants to attend Pedals meetings and hopefully join Pedals). They also mean that meetings start rather late.

It was suggested that they be replaced by having speakers at Pedals meetings. There are a lot speakers available to speak on a variety of interesting and relevant topics.

Cycle study tour. Dates still have to be arranged for the cycle study tour of Nottingham city centre. The idea of this is to get people from the city council to see from a cyclist’s perspective schemes that have gone wrong (or right).

East Midlands rail franchise. This has been awarded to Stagecoach. Rufus Boyd of Stagecoach is keen to talk to a cyclists’ consultation group. It was suggested that he should be invited to the next meeting of the East Midlands cycle forum at Chesterfield in October.

Hockley  - Carlton Street.  This is due to be completed at the end of August. Pedals members will check this out in September.

Barriers – A K-frame barrier is being trialled in Silverdale Walk between Clifton and Silverdale in September. Pedals will be invited to respond to the installation of the K frame.

University Boulevard. Plans of the nearly completed redevelopment of cycle lanes were presented. This includes part of Sustrans Route 6.

Trinity Square lockers. LTP is funding ten new cycle lockers and a cage with Sheffield stands. (Pay 60p to an attendant in return for a key).

Bus Lane enforcement. From September 1st, at least six bus lanes will be enforced by civil enforcement officers. Alec Thompson, Parking Services Manager, City Council can be contacted (with photos) about parking abuse on cycle paths.

A52T Wheatcroft Island: Peter Osborn added these comments to the views about this junction mentioned recently in the survey of BGS Keyworth cyclists: “Hugh, Chris - further to the emailed minutes:
“The so called improvement to Wheatcroft Island roundabout is an absolute disgrace. The roundabout is more dangerous for cyclists since the changes. In fact, no consideration was given to cyclists or pedestrians when the changes were made. Likewise, the Nottingham Knight roundabout is also a no go area for pedestrians and cyclists. The section of A52 between these two roundabouts has cut off a number of useful quiet routes.

The track from Flawforth Lane to Plumtree is one I have used to get to and from work for eight years. It is a really good off road route except when it is wet, as it  becomes very muddy. The section that passes underneath the railway line is almost permanently flooded. I use a "weather proof" bike i.e. drum brakes and hub gears. Derailleur gears do not last long if this route is used as a regular commute.
Peter”

Update

Feedback on joint Halfway to Hucknall ride with Sheffield Pedal Pushers and CTC, 1 September

Very many thanks to Simon Geller of Sheffield Pedal Pushers and to Susan Young for making this event so successful. We had about 20 from Nottingham and 15 from Sheffield.

A46 Widmerpool to Newark widening scheme Public Inquiry

Roger Codling (for Notts CTC) and I coordinated our appearances at the Public Inquiry in Newark on 23 July. The Inquiry recently resumed after a summer adjournment and I think we are unlikely to know the outcome until well into next year.

University Boulevard – Science Park – Tennis Centre access changes: response from Jenny Kukan and Steve Freek:

“Hugh,
We’ve now looked into the points you raised about the provisions for cyclists following the alterations to University Boulevard/Beeston Road.
 
Cyclists wishing to proceed straight on at the University entrance: Request for the reinstatement of the original alignment
We were unable to determine why the consultants redesigned the pavement near the University entrance to make a sharper turn for cyclist wishing to proceed straight ahead and unfortunately at the time that the plans were submitted to the Council for comments, this went unnoticed. Our engineers agreed that this is unsatisfactory and are currently in the process of contacting them with the view to rectifying the problem by reinstating the full width of the pavement as it was originally.
 
Cyclists wishing to proceed straight on at the traffic lights, to join the shared path on the opposite side of the Boulevard: Request for dropped kerb opposite to access shared foot/cycle way.
This is a change which will not take place as it is felt that the movement of cyclists in this way is not at all recommended and facilities cannot be provided which are deemed to be unsafe. The shared use footway/cycleway on the south side can be used to safely cross the road at the Toucan Crossing.
 
Cyclists wishing to continue straight on when leaving Science Park Road: Request for cycle lane on right hand side and dropped kerb opposite to access the shared foot/cycle way on the western side.
This is also a change which will not take place as existing dropped kerbs can be used to access the shared foot/cycle way on the eastern side rather than the western side.
 
Cyclists wishing to continue straight on along the shared foot/cycle way at its junction with Science Park Road: Request for the provision of dropped kerbs in line with the foot/cycle way so that cyclists don’t have to deviate from the desire line.
This is also a change which will not take place as cyclists are required to slow down in order to cross the side road. By providing the additional dropped kerbs it would be encouraging cyclists to proceed at a greater speed across the junction without the necessary observations required to cross safely.”
New cycle link from Rennie Hogg Road to Longwall Avenue and Birdcage Walk: messages (21 August) from John Lee, City Council and my response:

“Will look into your thoughts and depending on budget should be able to get it done this financial year.

John Lee 

Senior Rights of Way Officer

Traffic Management Traffic and Safety

Tel: 0115 9156078 
 


From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [mailto:Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com] 
Sent: 19 August 2007 17:24
To: John Lee
Cc: Jenny Kukan
Subject: Re: Rennie Hogg road link 
“John

Thanks for this very good news.

 

I had noticed the start of work and the new signs that have gone up. Are further signs soon to appear making clear the links to and from the ng2 development cycle paths and also the new route to and from Rennie Hogg Road, including 'except cycles' plates under No Through Road signs further into the Riverside retail park as well as direction signs within it to the new link?

Hugh

 

PS.

1) I have also noticed recently that more of the bottom of the old ROF wall on the north side of Birdcage Walk is disintegrating with bits falling into the path as well as looking very tatty. Are there any plans to prevent further disintegration and to improve generally the appearance of this boundary?

 

2) The 'cyclists crossing ahead' red triangle warning sign just north of the Lenton Lane railway bridge, warning drivers of the Birdcage Walk path access, is leaning dangerously and looks as though it is about to disappear!

 

3) One of the new direction signs, facing Meadows-bound cyclists coming from the railway bridge, at the entrance to the path, is already half obscured by overhanging vegetation!

 

4) Is a direction sign to appear at the bottom (Crossgate Drive) end of Longwall Avenue, to increase awareness of the link to the main Birdcage Walk path and the new cut-through etc.?

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: John Lee 

To: 'Hugh McClintock (Dell)' 

Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2007 10:47 AM

Subject: Rennie Hogg road link 

The parapets for the new bridge are going in this week and the bridge is due to be erected next Tuesday, which will probably take a few days to complete. Once this is in the path will be constructed shortly afterwards   

John Lee 

Senior Rights of Way Officer

Traffic Management 

Traffic and Safety

Tel: 0115 9156078

Fax: 0115 9156150”

PS. I have suggested that signing for this route include signs well back on the approach routes, e.g. from Longwall Avenue and the south of Rennie Hogg Road (in the Riverside Retail Park) as well as at both ends of the new path itself. This will be looked at, funds permitting.

City Council access control trial – message of 29 August from John Lee, City Council:

“Had meeting with disability advisory group last week (one member also attends pedals meetings) and we are looking towards the end of September, beginning of Oct, I need to send out invites asap, bit tied up with the ROWIP, it needs to go to full council for approval in October so concentrating on finalising it for the printers   

John Lee”
Notts County Council – change of mind re barriers in Gresham Park, West Bridgford.

The County Council have now agreed to our request to modify the substandard barriers on two new cycle paths in the Gresham Park development between West Bridgford and Wilford, I am very pleased to say!

Hockley / Goosegate Pedestrian Priority Scheme – comments from Arthur Williams (30th August) on the latest changes:

“I notice that the Hockley scheme is now more-or-less complete. Two changes have occurred since I last spoke to you - the red tarmac denoting the cycle lane entrance at the bottom of Goosegate has now been completely removed - there are not even lane markings or arrows. Worse, in the "pedestrian square" between Heathcote Street and Broad Street a large part of the space is caged off for a cafe seating area. 

Together with the position of the cycle stands, this has made this part difficult to negotiate without coming into conflict with pedestrians. 
 

While on holiday we did some cycling in Ostfriesland, the German Fen country. It's mostly excellent for cycling, with well marked routes and many cycle paths separated from the road by a generous verge, as in Holland.
 

We also visited Ghent and Brugge in Belgium. I noticed that in both cities, it is standard practice for all one-way streets to be marked as two-way for cyclists. Usually the contraflow lane is marked only at the beginning of the street, but there are signs elsewhere to indicate two-way for cyclists. I think some of our city planners could have a lot to learn from such examples.
Regards, Arthur”

Trinity Square cycle lockers : message to Andrew Martin from Robbie Wood, City Council Parking Services:

“From:           "Robbie Woods" <robbie.woods@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>
To:             <andrew@veggies.org.uk>
Subject:        RE: Proposed Cycle Parking at Trinity Square
Date sent:      Wed, 5 Sep 2007 09:09:42 +0100

Andrew,
At this moment in time we are in the process of acquiring 10 new cycle lockers that will be located on level 1 of the car park. 

The previous 8 lockers that were to be re-located at the new facility will now stay at Fletchergate/Broadmarsh.

It may not be possible to provide a cycle cage as we had at the old Trinity Square as that was specifically designed to use space that we previously used for storage. We will look at the site once it is ready for handover to assess what areas we have available to us. 

I am led to believe that there is going to be a cycle parking area between the north and south blocks of the development but I am not sure when it will be ready or what form it will take.
Hope that helps.
Best regards,
Robbie Woods
Operations Manager - Off Street
Parking Services”

Carrington Street bridge strengthening work and cycling: message from Hayden Reed, Nottingham City Council (020th Sept):

“Regarding Carrington Street, if you would like a chat about the layout an any time, you are more than welcome to visit me at the office (or indeed on site, where I spend much of my time right now). 

The situation is quite a complex one, because we are building an interim layout that will change again, probably next year, and we are having to work around the constraints of the existing junctions at each end of the bridge. I can't remember what
information we sent you, but I will have one of our Engineers email you a
more up to date plan”

I am hoping to meet Hayden soon to discuss provision for cycling in the new layout after the end of the current work towards Christmas.

possible Nottingham hosting of the CTC-CCN (Spring) campaigners conference in 2009 – exchange of emails between me at Terry Scott, Secretary, Notts DA, CTC.
“Terry
Thanks for your prompt reply. I am glad to hear that you have already raised this at your local committee meeting and indeed gathered this from Roger Codling which I spoke to him on the phone yesterday evening. I am very glad that you should be able to find about 7 volunteers.
 

Roger has of course been to quite a few national CTC/CCN campaigners conferences, which will help to give more idea of what is involved (in addition to the extensive guidance notes prepared by Cherry Allan et al for the benefit of local groups considering running future conferences). If other local CTC members would like to attend, they might like to note that the next one, the autumn cycle campaigners' conference, will be in Oxford on Saturday 17th November. I normally manage to get to about 2 in 3 of these events and am planning to go to this one.
 

I will give an update at the next Pedals meeting, on 17th September, and we still have several months more before we need to confirm to Cherry (or her successor in this role) that we are definitely interested in hosting the Spring 2009 event. We don’t need to begin detailed planning until next autumn, I suggest, although it would be helpful to have at least the date settled asap and to make sure then that all those who have expressed interest definitely have this in their diaries!
Hugh
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Terry Scott 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Sent: Monday, September 03, 2007 7:55 AM

Subject: Re: possible Nottingham hosting of the CTC-CCN (Spring) campaigners conference in 2009

Hi Hugh
I raised the suggestion at our august local committee meeting and it was thought that we should be able to find about 7 volunteers. 
With regard to planning I would hope a few of us can assist at the planning stage. Not being very familiar with the conference we will have to be guided by you. 
I mentioned Pedals idea to John Cutler at the CTC East Midlands Regional Meeting last Saturday and he thought it would be very worthwhile.
Terry
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

To: Terry Scott 

Cc: Arthur Williams ; Susan Young ; Andrew Martin ; Cathy Melia 

Sent: Sunday, September 02, 2007 6:51 PM

possible Nottingham hosting of the CTC-CCN (Spring) campaigners conference in 2009 “Terry
You probably recall that at the last two Pedals meetings before our summer break, there was discussion of Andrew Martin's suggestion that we should, as part of the celebrations in 2009 for Pedals' 30th birthday, host the Spring campaigners’ conference of the CTC and the Cycle Campaigns Network.
 

There seemed to be quite a bit of support for the idea but, in view of the fact, as I pointed out, that we would need about 15 volunteers to run it properly, that we would need to be quite sure that we could rely on these, in close cooperation with other local cycling organisations like CTC, Ridewise and Sustrans.
 

I was wondering recently whether, in view of this, there had been any discussion of this idea by the local CTC and specifically, whether the CTC at local level would like to be involved both in planning the event and/or helping to provide volunteers on the day and indeed over the weekend, as we want to run some social events including a choice of rides on the Sunday.  Anyway, if the local CTC has not discussed this I would be glad to know in the next month or two what people think of the idea so that we can then decide, a bit later on, whether to make a definite offer to host such a gathering. Cherry Allan at CTC HQ, in liaison with the CCN Board, currently coordinates such offers to run future events.
 

I will also try to discuss this on the phone with Roger Codling, if I can get hold of him before he goes off on his tour to Spain.
Hugh”
 

Possible local bike recycling schemes feasibility study

Message from Matt Jones (Notts. Police), 2 Sept.:

“Matt
Thanks for this which seems very encouraging. I will leave Gary and Ian, as the leaders on exploring this, to make a full response but will give an update on this at the next Pedals meeting on Monday week (17th).
 

Hugh
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Jones, Matthew 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) ; Ian Cohen ; Gary Smerdon-White 

Cc: Helen Ross 

Sent: Monday, September 03, 2007 5:09 PM

Subject: RE: proposed local bike recycling scheme feasibility study

Dear All,

    Sorry for having to head off at the meeting last week, I had hoped to run through this with you at the meeting.

 

    Currently Nottingham Youth Services are looking to establish a bike workshop/recycling scheme in Aspley after numerous users of the services in the area mentioned an interest in this and the youth leaders in the area are keen to get something started.

 

    Currently this scheme has a building and potential participants (I do not know where they stand with regards a principle mechanic). There is also funding available via Youth services to extend this scheme if need be.

 

    Funding is also available via the Crime Concern group who have £8-9 million to hand out by way of grants and funding if the scheme can be linked into a crime reduction effort.

 

    Danny Marshal is head of service for Nottingham Youth services and he has expressed an interest in aiding the project, he in turn has the links to establish partnership with the YOT (Youth Offending Team) which can provide the link needed in order to source the funding in the above paragraph. Both Danny and myself sit around the table every Wednesday with all the other heads of service and so we can easily buttonhole anyone else we need engagement from too.

 

    Further funding, guiding and management can be established and implemented by the Respect for Transport scheme which is implemented by Helen Dickman-Joal at the CDP (Crime and Drugs Partnership) where I myself am also based.

 

    Helen has confirmed that she would be happy to help and could easily arrange for all necessary partners to get around a table but she would like an outline of the proposed scheme first. With this in place 'respect'  could easily see to it that the scheme is developed and put in place.

 

    Would it be possible to arrange this? It would appear that if this could be prepared -even just roughly the rest of the scheme may well fall into place.

Matt Jones, Project Support Officer 
Nottingham Crime and Drugs Partnership, 
1st Floor, Barrasford House, 
Goldsmith St, Nottingham, NG1 5JJ 
Tel:  0115 915 6393 
Mob: 0776 232 9538 
Fax: 0115 915 6361 

…from Gary Smerdon-White, Ridewise / GNTP (18 July):

“Hi

We seem to be generating a lot of interest and energy into what I believe is an excellent potential initiative. I also think we need to do something.

At RideWise we do see the recycling and maintenance service as being something valuable we would like to develop and, as a social enterprise, eventually manage. However presently all our funding has to go into cycle training and as we all have day jobs we are getting nowhere in terms of a project to pull everything together on recycling and maintenance.

At the RideWise meting yesterday we signed onto the fact that unless we get some small amount of funding to do a feasibility study we would not get anything off the ground. Funding from SEEM and emda would definitely help  We should not under-estimate the size of the task as there are so many people doing or wanting to do bits and pieces on recycling and so many potential sources of funding , labour and materials. We also need to ensure it will be financially sustainable from start-up and thereon

Straight off the top of my head I think the feasibility brief would be something like

· Identify all interests

· Identify sourcing of bikes and parts

· Identify premises requirement and possible premises

· Identify labour sources

· Evaluate funding possibilities

· Evaluate options for managing the operations (I recognise others other than RideWise might be interested)

· Produce outline business case for start-up and ongoing operation

· Recommendations for next steps

If we are going to do something we need to pull some funds together to get this feasibility study carried out. RideWise would be willing to mange the feasibility project in the first instance.

I can understand CPD, SEEM and emda interest because a social enterprise providing training and employment opportunities to the young, offenders, poorly skilled and long term unemployed is clearly beneficial. I would expect One Nottingham, GNP, GNTP, City Council and GNLP would all be interested. Is there a potential way of all funding a small amount to provide say £15k to get this going? We could govern the project thru a steering group of funders.

A Derby scheme needs to be considered carefully. They would need a feasibility study as well and some of it would mirror what needs to be done in Nottingham (the project approach and funding opps for example) However there is also a local aspect which has to be done locally by someone who knows the potential partnering opportunities in Derby. I’d suggest that we get one off the ground first in Nottignham and then use that experience to develop Derby.

 

Comments and contributions welcome.

Gary”

Pedals response to the City Council Consultation on the proposed Workplace Parking Levy, as drafted at a special meeting on Wednesday 22 August attended by Hugh McClintock, Andrew Martin, Karina Wells and Terry Scott. 

(NB this consultation was launched the day after our July meeting with a deadline of 31 August for any comments to be submitted to the special WPL Public Inquiry in October. 

As I pointed out in the email I sent round suggesting a special meeting it would not be possible to leave discussion of this item until our next business meeting if we were to meet this deadline and those responding to my email thought it was important that we met it. 

Apologies for anyone who thinks this was a rather undemocratic and underhand way of going about things! I can only say that it was an unprecedented special situation which, in the absence of any Pedals business meeting in September, needed, I thought, a special response. 

The special meeting discussed the comments I had received from about 6 people, in response to my original email. We agreed on a draft statement which then circulated for further comments by all those who attended the special meeting and the further revised response was then circulated to all those who had made comments, in time for them to make further refinements before the 31 August deadline. The submitted response went as follows:

“Nottingham City Council Workplace Parking Levy

· Response from Pedals (Nottingham Cycling Campaign), August 2007

Pedals supports the general case for managing the demand for traffic and, specifically, the use of financial instruments to help to reduce traffic volumes and to encourage modal change and reduce air pollution and emissions from traffic. These must also be complemented by other measures including in particular high quality infrastructure for alternative modes, and a range of soft measures including, especially, well-supported and carefully planned, implemented and monitored workplace and other travel plans, as well as appropriate marketing, promotion and other advice, and detailed user involvement.

Pedals also appreciates that cycling could benefit from the potential for a workplace parking levy, as with a congestion charge, to give some people now who only drive to and from their work some real incentive to consider changing their travel mode, at least for some of their trips, and particularly where there is good quality infrastructure in place to make this easier for them and where their travel to work distances are relatively short.

At the same time we have some reservations about the practicality of some aspects of the proposed Workplace Parking Levy for Nottingham, depending on just how it is implemented. These include:-

· The risk of it being perceived as unfair, particularly for people who currently have relatively poor alternatives for their trips to work, and especially where these involve long distances, e.g. from outlying small villages to peripheral employment areas with relatively poor alternative transport provision, and where there is little prospect of this being substantially improved in the near future.

· The risk of abuse of the designated parking areas for employees and visitors, with, for example, the risk of spaces allocated for visitors being used in practice by some employees. Preventing abuse will require a considerable amount of consistent effort.

· The apparent intention that the WPL will be used only for public transport improvements such as the NET extension, the redevelopment of Nottingham Station and better bus services but with no reference to better cycling (or walking) promotion and any commitment to ensure that the detailed planning of the major public transport projects will be used as far as possible to generate net advantages for cyclists rather than disadvantages.

· The likelihood of increased on-street car parking, especially close to employment areas, by staff determined to avoid having to pay for parking at worksites, and the extra risks to cyclists’ safety that on-street car parking can often pose, especially where it is not carefully managed and enforced. This risk is probably that much greater in other areas of Greater Nottingham outside the City where there is no intention to introduce the WPL.

If the WPL goes ahead Pedals would be very keen to cooperate with the City Council, local employers and other partners such as Ridewise in ensuring that it is used to maximum benefit to promote cycling (and walking) as well as public transport and that it is consistently and comprehensively coordinated with other measures such as different types of travel plan (especially workplace travel plans), publicity and promotion, traffic management and better enforcement.

We also think it very important, if the WPL is introduced, to coordinate it carefully with the proposed congestion charge for the East Midland Cities. That also has great potential to encourage cycling, we believe, in a similar way to the very strong contribution of the London congestion charge to boosting cycling in London by 73% in the last 4 years. 

We also think that the future of the WPL, if introduced, will need to be carefully considered once the new regional congestion charge comes in, and once the NET Phase 2 extension lines have been completed.

4. NET-related matters

Phase 2 Public Inquiry and pre-meeting on 6 September.

I attended the pre-inquiry meeting on 6 September to discuss the arrangements for all those giving evidence at the public inquiry starting on 6 November and expected to last about 6 weeks. As my evidence covers both general points and also lots of specific ones about the two proposed routes it is likely that I will be appearing fairly early on.
proposed cycle lockers at the Phoenix Centre NET Park and Ride Site – my message of 4 September to Pat Armstrong and Andy Holdstock, NET Team:

“Pat / Andy

I notice that the cycle lockers planned for the NET Phoenix Centre site STILL have not appeared. When do you now expect this to be done please?

Hugh”

…and reply from Andy Holdstock:

“Hugh

We are currently looking at putting in a financial bid for Local Transport Plan money to put some lockers in next financial year.  This would be on a trial basis to assess usage and extent of any maintenance required – we are unable to insist that such new infrastructure is maintained by the tram operator are therefore exploring options for funding maintenance to ensure that the lockers are kept to the same high standards as the rest of the NET infrastructure.

Regards, Andy Holdstock

NET Project Office”

…and comments from Dave Holladay, CTC Public Transport Campaigner (6 Sept):

“Spoke to OYBike about their hire point which is actually patented as an access control device.  In terms of lower cost per bike, improved diversity and ability to accept demand in excess of capacity if required I’d suggest examining the option of using a single access control module, which permits a pre-registered user with a mobile phone to request access, and use any of the cycle compounds on the system (or any of the compounds for which they have permission).   With this system a charge for use can then be made for each use, and now the system can apply charges of less than £1.  A compound should typically be arranged to store 20 bikes with up to 30 authorised users.

A further refinement is that every bike parked in the cycle compound will have a tag fitted and the bike has to pass over a detector loop (this was used and tested by the Portsmouth Bikeabout scheme in 1996).  Thus if an authorised user attempts to leave with the wrong bike the mismatch is detected, and if an intruder tries same the event raises an alert.  

Dave Holladay 
Transportation Management Solutions 
Working for Cycling with
CTC - Campaigns & Policy (Public Transport) 
0141 332 4733 Glasgow - (Main number - all voicemail)
01483 238 327 Guildford - (No voicemail)
07 710 535 404 Mobile   - (No voicemail)
0870 873 0060 CTC Main Switchboard 
CTC National Office, Parklands, Railton Road, Guildford, GU2 9JX”

Sheffield Supertram Bike access experiment

(from Sheffield Pedal Pushers’ website)

“Pedal Pushers have reached agreement with Sheffield Supertram to put on "Cyclists' Specials" from the Cathedral to Waterthorpe (Rother Valley) on the last Sunday of each month - from September to November initially but with the aim of this becoming ongoing in the New Year, if the numbers of cyclists using them are sufficient to make it cost-effective. 

We have agreed £4 return for a cyclist and their bike (Tandems £8 as there are 2 people involved). 

There will be a series of short, 5 miles-ish, led rides around Rother Valley for those using the tram-assist - or you can set off by yourself for a longer ride. 

The dates will be Sundays:

* 30th September (when there will also be some publicity and handing over of a cheque with the money we raised on our Tram-assisted Pedalling Picnic to Sustrans, donated by Supertram) 
* 28th October (end of British Summer time!) and
* 25th November

So we need people to commit to using these trams on the dates above - probably 10am from the Cathedral and returning around 3pm from Waterthorpe:

To register an interest please leave your name at 
http://www.doodle.ch/participation.html?pollId=t2gv3swxm5h7yha2
(or http://tinyurl.com/2x6mbd )

SIGN UP, SIGN UP, USE IT OR LOSE IT!

See you all there! 

My message of 2nd September to Simon Geller, Sheffield Pedal Pushers:

This message, from Simon Geller of Sheffield Pedal Pushers, gives more 
details of the forthcoming trial for carrying normal bikes (not just folding 
bikes!) on the Sheffield Supertram, the result of several years of long and 
patient negotiations between SPP and Sheffield Supertram. Simon was handing 
out hard copies on our joint ride to Teversal on Saturday (very enjoyable, 
incidentally!) and promised to send me this electronic version for wider 
dissemination.

Pedals had suggested bike access on the NET about 6-7 years ago soon after 
Line One got the go-ahead but our request was rejected. Since that time the 
attitude of the main approval for tram systems, Her Majesty's Rail 
Inspectorate, has changed, saying that decisions on whether to allow bike 
access should be taken by operators. I think it would be premature to raise 
the issue again now (especially since there are some important differences 
between our trams and those in Sheffield, originally designed to include 
bike access, and to rather large dimensions) but we might wish to consider 
doing this again in another year or two, once the results of the Sheffield 
Supertram experiments are available. There may also be similar moves in 
Manchester once their Metrolink extensions go ahead.

Meanwhile I will mention this experiment at the next meeting of the Greater 
Nottingham Tram Advisory Committee which I will be attending next week (11th 
September). I will also put this on the agenda for the next Pedals meeting 
on 17th.
Hugh”

…comments of 6 September from Cllr. Katrina Bull and my response:

“Katrina
Thanks for your support on this which I will be raising at next Tuesday's meeting of the Greater Nottingham LRT Advisory Committee.
best wishes, Hugh”
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Cllr Katrina Bull 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) ; Pat Armstrong 

Cc: Cllr. Brian Parbutt ; Cllr. Emma Dewinton ; Chris Carter 

Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2007 11:08 PM

Subject: Re: Sheffield Supertram Bike Access Experiment

I would utterly support a trial in Nottingham - I have asked on numerous occasions that out own system take bikes, and especially any new lines.
 

Brian?
 

Katrina
Cllr Katrina Bull
Radford & Park Labour Councillor
Executive Portfolio Holder for Environment & Sustainability
(Waste, Public Health, Licensing and Sustainability)
m: 07786 575587
h: 0115 8460507

5. Cycle facility and other traffic management matters:

Comments from (new Pedals member) Colin Hazeldene of BBC East Midlands Today following the feature on the city centre cycle ride on their programme on 5 Sept when he not only mentioned that he was a cyclist but also a throwaway comment that “I have quite a long snag list I could let them have”!

“Thanks for your note, Hugh.
Been meaning to join Pedals for ages actually so, first things first, could you send me a form over: 

 

My comment was slightly tongue in cheek in that I don't have a formal list of stuff. But, FWIW, here's what bugs me on my ride to and from work:

 

A6011 into Nottingham - the puffin crossings at the end of Regatta Road and the one from Cyril Road over to that short stretch of cycle track are both infuriating. They're clearly geared towards the needs of traffic rather than Peds or cyclists. 

 

This is particularly evident in the Cyril Road example: You push the button, and then wait, and wait and wait. Usually the crossing waits until it senses no traffic approaching before going green. The only exception is when you have waited for what feels like hours with continuous traffic. Surely the point of these crossings is to stop the traffic!
 

There's actually a similar issue on a pair of puffins I use as a ped - on London Road outside the Jury's Inn. Here there are two crossings with an island in the middle. They both go "green" together but then turn red again before you have time to complete your crossing. So you wait twice. 
 

Unsurprisingly in all these cases I find myself getting frustrated and often taking a chance by crossing while the indicators are red. Not wise, I know, but I think that's human nature. The other result of this is frustrated drivers stopped at a crossing with, apparently, no one using it.

  

Rutland Road - through Lady Bay, is pretty good really - being 20mph and all. And the chicanes have a handy cycle route to go through, rather than round, them. Trouble is you can hardly ever use the gap, because cars are parked to block it. All it would take is a bit of double yellowing on either side of the chicanes to stop cyclists being forced into the way of what traffic there is.

  

Lady Bay Bridge - is just lethal. Please can we have a cycle lane on the pedestrian pavement over the river here?

  

Musters Street onto Meadow Lane (and vice versa) - Someone's obviously thought about this a bit - because Southbound is pretty good - pavement cycle track, some connections on the roundabout. But the connections are incomplete (dismount signs). And if you're going Northbound you either stay on the road at the mercy of the big lorries, have to cross and recross to use the cycle path or break the rules and use the left hand pavement.

  

And from my previous route in:

 

Grantham (?Beeston) Canal towpath exit onto London Road (by Premier Travel Lodge) - where are you supposed to go on a bike at this point? The road is terrifying here and there's no cycle track anywhere. So for the final few yards to the Beeb I always share the pavement with pedestrians (I know, I know).

And in general:

 

There's the lack of a coherent cycle route through the city centre (either North-South or East-West). The bits of track that are there don't really link together, and often dump you right onto very busy routes. Maybe the "New Broadmarsh" can help here?

 

Also in general, there aren't many cyclists here. Which is the only thing I can think of to explain some of the appalling driving that goes on in my vicinity ...

 

I should perhaps explain that I lived in York for ten years and so have been thoroughly spoiled. They have a transport priority list when planning developments that has pedestrians at number 1, cyclists at number 2 and the private motorist at number 10. And it really shows!

Colin

…and correction: 

“hi,

"Musters Street" below should, of course, read "Manvers Street"

 

Which reminded me of Manvers Road where I used to live and the numerous alleys in West Bridgford that are just perfect for cycling with care. Could be a great network of almost traffic free routes. Except they almost all have "No Cycling" signs. Why? 

Ideally to use these they'd also need to drop the pavement at the end of some of them and add double yellows at the entrances - but to me they seem made for encouraging cycling.

Colin”

…comments on this list from Chris Carter, City Council, 10th Sept:
“Chris
Thanks for the reminder about these and the details, to refresh my memory, as well as to respond to Colin's points. As I have mentioned to you before, I think, they will all be very welcome improvements.
Hugh
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Chris Carter 

To: colin.hazelden@bbc.co.uk 

Cc: 'Hugh McClintock (Dell)' ; kevin.sharman@nottscc.gov.uk ; steve.brewer@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

Sent: Monday, September 10, 2007 6:20 PM

Subject: FW: Colin Hazelden - BBC East Midlands Today cycling feature and issues

Colin
Just a quick response to the issues you raise relating to the City:
 

Lady Bay Bridge – We have a design for a scheme (worked up with the County Council) to widen the existing footway to accommodate cyclists including ramps to a new riverside path along the north bank to Colwick. This is an exciting scheme but it is expensive but is being pursued as part of the package of transport proposals for the Waterside Regeneration area. No timescale as yet.
 

Manvers St/Meadow Lane – Improvements also included in Waterside Package. This mainly links to a proposal to straighten Cattle Market Road incorporating an E-W cycle link so can be delivered earlier when funding becomes available. This will also deliver pedestrian and cycle improvements at the Lady Bay Bridge/Meadow Lane junction.
 

Canal Link – As part of Eastside Regeneration proposals we are looking to provide a direct link from the Island site (near NHS walk-in centre) onto the canal east bank to link into the towpath without needing to go along London Road. This is again quite difficult to deliver but we are looking into it as part of the Eastside Regeneration scheme.
Chris”
 

Castle Boulevard / Castle Road junction: comments from Arthur Williams, et al., including Gary Smerdon-White and Chris Carter (10th Sept)
“(By the way, another problem I find with the new arrangements on Castle Boulevard is the difficulty of Crossing Castle Boulevard to join the cycle lane at the bottom of Castle Road, which is the most obvious route out of town from, say Old Market Square via Castle Gate. With the previous scheme, although the cycle path was awful, there was the advantage of a signalled crossing.
Regards, Arthur”

(Gary S-W): “Hi

Re the bottom of Castle Road I don’t understand the problem caused by the changes .

I use that regularly and a colleague Helen Voce does as well

At the bottom of Castle Road I stay on the roads and await a gap in the traffic to cross into the cycle lane on Castle Boulevard and Helen goes over onto the pavement and uses the signalled crossing which is a couple of yards from the corner. I can’t remember that it has changed since the re-marking?

Gary”

(Chris Carter): “Much of the issue here is about consistency.

 

As the cycle facility provided on Castle Blvd is now on-road the access to and from Castle Road is now at the junction with traffic.

 

Due to the proximity of adjacent signals there are regular breaks in the traffic which provides opportunities for cyclists to cross the carriageway. There is nothing to stop a less confident cyclist dismounting and using the pedestrian crossing facility if necessary.

Chris”

(and Arthur’s response): “My experience is that there is a significant problem at busy times, because as soon as the pelican crossing stops the traffic on Castle Boulevard, waiting traffic exits from Peverill Drive and by the time they have passed the traffic lights at the end of Wilford Street change and there is another stream of traffic from the other direction! I'm a fairly fit and confident cyclist, so I can understand why Gary's colleague takes the easier option of using the pelican - but that is not ideal, either.
Arthur Williams”

 

 
Bobbers Mill bridge; message of 16 August from Robin Phillips and my reply of 25 August:

“Robin
I have now had a look this and, though the path is relatively wide, am a bit doubtful about its suitability for conversion for various reasons:-

- official advice on cycle infrastructure now much favours on-road solutions, e.g. cycle lanes, rather than off-road paths and shared paths, particularly within urban areas and on 30mph limit roads, as more likely to put cyclists where drivers can see them better and to help reduce the risk of conflict with pedestrians.

- the stretch in question is relatively short and could not easily be linked to others nearby which are rather narrower and where there would be problems in providing safe connections across side road junctions.

- if just this stretch was converted there could be some safety issues in getting cyclists safely on and off the shared path, particularly if they were used by cyclists riding in both directions

Anyway, thanks for bringing it to my attention. I will raise it at the next Pedals meeting and see what others think.
best wishes, Hugh”

Does anyone else have any comments on this please?**
Sneinton Greenway improvements: report on meeting with John Lee et al, City Council on 12 June

I had a useful meeting on 12 June with John Lee, Jenny Kukan and Neil Harby to discuss this much neglected path and other problems nearby on the Daleside Road and Colwick Road cycle paths and also the cut-through south of Daleside Road between Little Tennis Street and Racecourse Road (Colwick Park access road). 

There is now some will and money, it seems, to rehabilitate these with proper cutting back and sorting out missing signs, etc,, and we also talked about the problems for cyclists in the present layout of the Daleside Road / Racecourse Road junction which Neil knows well as he regularly commutes that way.
…and subsequent message to John Lee:
“John
That was a productive meeting this afternoon in the Sneinton Greenway / Daleside Road area and we certainly managed to cover quite a bit of ground and look at several things that need sorting out, including the very difficult layout for cyclists at the Daleside Road / Racecourse Road junction
 

I checked on the City cycle map (south) and can confirm that it shows the path between Little Tennis Street and Racecourse Road as a cycle route. It certainly seems a classic example of a poorly designed path that has been made worse by a good twenty years of neglect in terms of maintenance etc, so that it is very hard now even to know that it exists or certainly that it is indeed a shared path rather than a footpath, as Neil had presumed, despite his local knowledge! And yet it is potentially a useful short cut!
 

At the recent Greater Nottingham Cycling Development Group meeting chaired by Gary Smerdon-White we talked quite a bit about the need to improve various important commuter cycling corridors and that A612 route is certainly one that needs comprehensive attention, coordinated between the City and County Councils all the way between the City Centre / Lace Market, Sneinton and Burton Joyce / Lowdham, etc. both to achieve improvements to the various substandard existing cycle paths on it and, in particular safer and more coherent links through junctions. The need for this is very evident both at the Daleside Road / Racecourse Road junction and also, further out on the County Council's patch at the west end of the new Gedling Integrated Transport scheme road, SE of Netherfield. 
 

I pointed this out to Ed Ducker and Paul Hillier at the County Council soon after the new road opened in May and will now find out from them what consideration they have given since to this and related issues such as the possible conversion of the Colwick Road loop road footway into a shared path to connect better with the Daleside Road and Colwick Road shared paths in the City area. 
 

Also relevant to this is the work they have commissioned from Paul Rea of the Cycling Solutions Consultancy to audit existing cycling provision in various parts of the county and I know that Netherfield is one of the areas he has been asked to look at in detail soon so close coordination of your work in this area of the city and his work would also be useful. I am therefore copying him in on this message.
Hugh”
 

…and comments from Paul Hillier (Notts CC) on coordination of cycling improvements by the City and County Councils in the A612 corridor:

“Hello Hugh,

I have commissioned a design for the conversion of the existing footpath along the north side of the A612 between Vale Road and Victoria Road to shared use. This work is being finalised as I type.

 

Furthermore, it is my intention to commission design work for a facility (route to be determined) through Burton Joyce connecting the existing route from Gedling to a path being constructed between BJ and Lowdham.

 

I hope to be able to construct both schemes in the next financial year. This will create a high quality cycle route along the A612 from Lowdham to Manvers Street.

Paul Hillier
Local Transport Plan Officer (Greater Nottingham)
Nottinghamshire County Council
Tel: 0115 977 4866  Fax: 0115 977 4054”

Request for advice on cycle parking at Nottingham Station; suggestions from Dave Holladay, CTC Public Transport Campaigner.

These comments came in response to a message from me asking for Dave’s advice in making a response to the recent request from Chris Carter at the City Council on Pedals recommendations for new cycle parking at the Station. He and Richard Wood had had a recent meeting about the Station with Stagecoach East Midlands Railways who are taking over the MML franchise from 11 November and who mentioned improved cycle parking as one thing they might have money for in the short term.

“The porte cochere would be nice... and not necessarily something to discount if the area is converted for pedestrian circulation/retail, as the height could permit cycle parking on roof of any retail units if the access was carefully thought through.

 

Consider the ability also to offer a wider portfolio of choice, with enhanced security for regular users who can 'subscribe' to use a controlled access compound with Sheffield stands or double deck units, keeping basic open stands possibly linked to illuminated poster sites (one poster media agency also offers a CCTV camera fitted into a poster site, which monitors the immediate vicinity).  Casual kerbside parking, carefully laid out can replace pedestrian guardrailing, as a permeable alternative. 

 

Finally consider hire bikes, the sort of arrangement would probably be one which is not tied to the poster media company, and indication from NL and Germany are that the model City Bike hire sits more happily as a Public Transport operation (run by or supported by a rail operator) or as Clear Channel's Barcelona system and OYBike they operate independently from a street media operation.  I'm hoping to get a selection of City Bike systems showcased for the London Freewheel event on 23rd September, and get people to come & try.

 

PS with the low floor buses on rural NCT routes you might consider linking up with a Bikes on Buses (BOB) initiative being promoted by Tod Edelman as an EU supported project.  It could be rather handy for late night travel home if the service is lightly used, and various other bus-bike combinations. “

PS. A speaker from Stagecoach East Midlands Railways has been invited along to the next East Midlands Cycling Forum in Chesterfield on 13th October.

Bicycle lockers advice; request of 31 August from Russell Brocket and my reply:

“Russell
Thank you for your email asking for Pedals advice about cycle lockers. I am 
glad to hear that you intend to provide them.

It is very important in our experience that, in the provision of cycle 
lockers, careful consideration is given not just to the choice of lockers 
and their initial installation but also to their management and maintenance, 
and also publicity. It is a good idea to keep a careful record of who is 
using lockers, to reduce the risk of abuse, and to encourage regular and 
long-term usage.

For more specific and up to date advice I would suggest you contact Dave 
Holladay, CTC Public Transport Campaigner, to whom I am copying this message 
and who, I know, is very well-informed and helpful about anything to do with 
cycle parking and security. Alex Sully of Transport Initiatives is also very 
knowledgeable about cycle parking and I am also copying my reply to him, as 
well as to Matt Jones from Nottinghamshire Police who has recently done a 
lot of work on analysing national and local data on cycle theft, and has 
various ideas on how best to address such problems.
Hugh

----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Russell Brockett" <russell.brockett@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>
To: <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2007 9:11 AM
Subject: Bicycle Lockers Advice

> Hi Hugh,
> I work for Nottingham City Council and my department is responsible for
> building service centres that allow residents to access services (e.g.
> housing, health care) locally as opposed to having to travel into the city
> centre or to a hospital.
>
> We are currently in the process of building a centre at Hyson Green and we
> wish to provide cycle lockers for both centre users and staff.
>
> We are seeking input as to the best course of action and we would welcome 
> any advice that your organisation could provide us with. We need to determine 
> the best type/brand of locker for our needs and also the best operating 
> policy.
> 

For instance, we want to get the maximum use from the lockers so we would
> want to prevent users locking an empty locker and taking the key with 
> them.
>
> I look forward to hearing from you soon
> Kind Regards
> Russell Brockett
> LIFT Project Team Assistant Administrator
> Nottingham City Council
> LIFT Project Team
> New Brook House
> 385 Alfreton Road
> Nottingham
> NG7 5LR
> Telephone: 0115 9935686
> Office Mobile: 07908015998”

PS. Comments from Dave Holladay (CTC), 31 August:

“It is often better to provide a secure compound, where a known audience will have varied needs and individual lockers will be under utilised - Southampton University and several company sites in Southampton have extensive experience of these - use electronic keys and possible staff I/d cards if these are chip or swipe with PIN... gives audit trial and costs around £500 for standalone access control which does for 20-30 users.

Possible reopening of through roads in The Meadows – message of 30th August from Cathy Melia and my response:

“Cathy

Thanks for your memo about this which in fact came just one day after the meeting yesterday of the Cycling Development Group at the City Council when I did in our discussions with Chris Carter in fact cite this (briefly!) as one example of a new development with important implications for cyclists that would need to be carefully addressed.

 

I will put it on the agenda for the next Pedals meeting (on 17th September) along with your comments; do let me have further comments before then if you wish.

Hugh”

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Cathy Melia 

To: Hugh McClintock 

Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2007 2:39 PM

Subject: Meadows redevelopment

Hugh,

“I expect you may have already seen the Evening Post on Tuesday, where plans are revealed for a revamp of the Meadows... I don't normally get the Eve Post, but did buy it for this article. 

 

It seems there are possible plans to re-open some of the through roads in the Meadows that were stopped up in the 1970s redevelopment and also demolish some flats/maisonettes. One road mentioned was Arkwright St (but the former Wilford Rd could also be on the cards too, I guess). The article expressed sentiments re how good the Meadows was in the old days, when there lots of interesting shops and pubs along the through roads in the Meadows! 

 

I personally, wouldn't want busy roads going through a residential area, for noise pollution and safety reasons. I also think that the person writing the article had not thought of the cycle routes etc that would be affected or even considered local residents, cyclists or pedestrians in these suggestions. It seems crazy that there has been a policy to not have unnecessary traffic in residential areas and discouraging speeding by having speed humps etc, and then to propose opening up main roads right across housing areas!

 

Anyway, would be grateful if you could add to (probably very long) list of things for Pedals to take up!

Cathy”

Cycle audits for Notts CC: exchange of messages with Paul Rea of Realistic Solutions (and founder member of CycleLincs and husband of Nicola Jones of Sustrans East Midlands!):

“Paul
Thanks for this message which arrived while I was away on holiday (cycling and walking in France and Switzerland) so hence my delay in replying for which I apologise.
 

Glad to hear of this work you are going ahead with from September. I will mention this at the next Pedals business meeting (17th September) and I am sure that we will be keen to do what we can to help.
 

Unfortunately the three areas you mention as ones that Paul Hillier has asked you to look at in detail or all ones where we have no active Pedals members and (also ones of which I have relatively little detailed knowledge) so it is going to be hard to help you harness the detailed views of local members who know those areas well.
 

However, I attach copies of two documents which may be of use:
 

a) the updated Pedals "wish list" for Broxtowe Borough which has some ideas for the north of that Borough including the area around Kimberley (though most relate to the south Broxtowe)
 

b) the detailed "wish list" for Gedling Borough, compiled earlier this year from ideas from various people, and coordinated by Arthur Williams and Nick Hynes (to whom I am copying this message). This should give you some ideas for Netherfield and Carlton (though not, directly, at least, comments on the limited existing provision there) and you might wish to follow these up with Arthur and Nick.
 

There may also be some items on which I could add a few comments, as well as giving you wider background information on existing provision.
best wishes, Hugh
 

PS. You might be interested to know that, following a strong protest from Pedals recently, on the County Council not keeping to their own recently revised design standards, in the case of two newly installed access control barriers in the Gresham Park development (the Wilford side of West Bridgford) they have now agreed to modify these, to ensure that they are more friendly for cyclists and also DDA-compliant!
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Realistic Solutions 

To: Hugh McClintock (E-mail) 

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2007 10:26 AM

Subject: Cycle audits of Nottingham

Morning Hugh,
I know you are aware that I have been making a series of cycle maps of Nottinghamshire for the County Council.  Worksop/Retford and Mansfield are published and Newark is in the final stages.  I shall be starting the last map for the south of the county in the autumn.  This would then complete the set for Nottinghamshire.
At the same time as mapping, the county have asked me to audit existing provision and make recommendations for improving existing provision and developing new ones.  This I have done for Worksop/Retford and Mansfield and am currently undertaking in Newark.
The county's area around Nottingham city is too big to tackle in one go.  Paul Hillier has asked me to look in detail at three areas: Kimberley, Netherfield and Carlton.  I would be less looking at auditing existing provision (as there is not as much of it) as looking for ways to make the areas more attractive to cycle around.  

In this work I would value the experience and aspirations of Pedals.  I am intending starting the studies in September and what I am intending to do is spend a few days cycling round one of the areas at a time, so that I have a good grasp of the road layouts and destinations.  At this point I would very much value a ride round with an appropriate Pedals member (with a list of requests if available) to look at the issues that Pedals sees and any suggestions for remedies.  I have found in the past that riding with local groups gives a better understanding of the issues than the simple list on a page.
Covering the three areas will be undertaken over several months, so it will not all happen in September.  
I hope that Pedals sees this process as being positive and feel able to be involved.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes, Paul Rea
Tel: 01522 788425”
new Nuthall railway path - first impressions and possible extensions in to the City etc. – my message of 5 September to Ed Ducker, Pete Jarman, Paul Hillier and Steve Jones, Notts. CC:

“Steve, Pete, Ed, Paul

Had a look at the new Nuthall multi-user trail and it is very good to see it appear at long last, well over 25 years after John Grimshaw and Pedals first suggested it, as part of a longer route to and from Bennerley Viaduct, I recall! It should be a distinct contribution to the general aim of improving cycling in the A610 corridor, now mostly very difficult for all but the most iron-nerved!

 

First impressions are that it looks basically good and will be that much better when the new fairly loose surface settles down but, as so often, there are some detailed queries.

 

- Just why have so many 'quasi-A-frame barriers' have been used rather than other types of access control, more friendly to pedal cyclists and wheelchairs?

 

- There are some oddities about the two paths at the Watnall Road end of the path, i.e. the upper level path, which goes off close to the Watnall Road signalled crossing, has a series of steps which don’t exactly encourage its use for cycling, and the lower level path (via Buckingham Way etc.) has no flush kerb where it emerges on to Buckingham Way so cyclists are effectively encouraged to keep riding on the footway - hardly ideal!

 

- Is comprehensive (and well-secured and maintained) direction signing planned for the route?

 

- The value of the route would be that much greater with extended links on the east side, e.g. via Low Wood Road and the A610 (where there is no cycle path now) and as directly as possible in to the NET Phoenix Centre route. Is this being discussed with the City Council?

 

I should like to put this on the agenda for the next Pedals meeting on 17th September so it would be helpful please if possible to have your comments on these points before then.

Hugh”

Beeston Town Centre Action Plan consultation (response needed by 21st September)

I have been in touch with 6 local members in Beeston to help draw up our response to this consultation plan which proposes major redevelopment and traffic changes in Beeston Town Centre, closely related to the probable introduction of the new NET line to Beeston and Chilwell.  Some new cycling provision is proposed but this needs to be augmented, I suggest, and I also discussed various specific ideas when invited along to a special ‘stakeholders’ focus group discussion at the Town Hall in Beeston on 11th September.
I have already circulated a copy of the latest draft (revised following this meeting) to all on our email agenda list (41 in total, including various people who don’t come to meetings but who do from time to time send me comments and suggestions). We need to finalise it by 21 September, however.*

Cycle parking needed at shopping centre on north side of Derby Rd by Priory Island (Beeston) – my message of 4 September to Ed Ducker and Paul Hillier, Notts CC:

“Ed / Paul

I believe that the shopping centre on the north side of Derby Road just west of the Priory Island lies just outside the city area and have noticed that it still lacks any cycle parking. Could this be remedied please?

Thanks, Hugh”

Re: blocked path in Compton Acres (WB) between Court Gardens and Wilford Industrial Estate – exchange of emails with Ed Ducker on a matter first raised with me by Dave Miller, and including my request for comments from Phil Marshall, Rushcliffe BC
“Ed

Thanks for your reply.

 

Phil, do you agree with Ed's opinion that this a Rushcliffe responsibility? We don’t want another situation, as with the obstructed access to the cycle path south of the Bede Ling / Wilford Lane crossing where there is endless disagreement over just who should take responsibility.

Hugh”

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Edward Ducker 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) ; david.millervilla@ntlworld.com 

Cc: Ian Parker ; Paul Hillier ; pmarshall@rushcliffe.gov.uk ; schohan@rushcliffe.gov.uk 

Sent: Friday, September 07, 2007 3:18 PM

Subject: Re: blocked path in Compton Acres (WB) between Court Gardens and Wilford Industrial Estate [Virus checked]

Hugh/ David,

I went to have a look at this path yesterday and quite concur with your comments - it's possibly the most overgrown urban path I've ever seen. It does seem a shame that people cannot cut through to utilise the quality cycle parking facility in the Industrial Estate.

 

Checking our records, however I have no indication that this is officially a shared cycle/ pedestrian facility and this is why at present, even if vegetation wasn't such a problem, it wouldn't be signed for cyclists. It is not adopted land or on the definitive map of public rights of way and therefore, without wishing to pass the buck, I would suggest that this is Rushcliffe's responsibility rather than NCC's.

Regards, Ed Ducker
Cycling & Walking Officer
Policies & Standards Team (Highways)
Communities
Nottinghamshire County Council
(0115) 977 4585

-----"Hugh McClintock \(Dell\)" <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com> wrote: -----
To: "Ed Ducker" <edward.ducker@nottscc.gov.uk>
From: "Hugh McClintock \(Dell\)" <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>
Date: 21/08/2007 10:17AM
cc: "Steve Brewer" <steve.brewer@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>, "file" <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>, "Nick Moss" <nickmossy@hotmail.com>, "Paul Hillier" <paul.hillier@nottscc.gov.uk>, "Steve Jones" <stephen.jones@nottscc.gov.uk>, "John Bannister" <johnbann24@ntlworld.com>, "David Miller" <david.millervilla@ntlworld.com>, "Alison Russell" <alisonmrussell@btinternet.com>, "Phil Marshall" <pmarshall@rushcliffe.gov.uk>, "Sukhjinder Chohan" <schohan@rushcliffe.gov.uk>, "Peter Jarman" <peter.jarman@nottscc.gov.uk>, "David Litchfield" <davidlitch@prima.net>
Subject: blocked path in Compton Acres (WB) between Court Gardens and Wilford Industrial Estate [Virus checked]

Ed 

During the County Council guided ride yesterday evening David Miller, who lives in Compton Acres, drew my attention to the problem of the now completely obstructed shared path between Court Gardens (off Killerton Park Drive) in Compton Acres and the north end of the South Nottingham Industrial Estate (east of Ruddington Lane). (see attached images). He tells me that over the years this path has become more and more overgrown and obstructed, not just through neglect but in this case, he suspects, through deliberate efforts by some local residents wishing to discourage use of this cut-through e.g. by extra planting and placing their refuse bins right across the access to the path (between houses number 14 and 19). As the attached images show it has now become very difficult even on close inspection on both sides to see where the path begins and ends. Even the kerbs are only just visible and the little tarmac not now covered by vegetation (on the Court Gardens side) is almost completely hidden under two refuse bins. 

Like other cut-throughs in the Compton Acres area, in fact even more than most, the path has been very badly signed so it has been easy over the years for people from outside the area not to know about it, despite its potential value as a short cut to and from the Industrial Estate (along with the unofficial route along the former railway south of Ascot Gardens which I think have mentioned to you before and which is well-used despite its frequent muddy state!). Ironically, it seems that just opposite the Industrial Estate end of the path, some very good new cycle racks have been installed outside the Serif Ltd. premises! (also shown on an attached image). 

Anyway, it seems appalling that, for whatever reasons, this path should have been allowed to have become totally neglected over the years (an extreme example of the common neglect of maintenance on off-road paths!) and particularly if this has indeed effectively been aided and abetted by any local residents. Could you therefore please arrange for this to be investigated and reopened, with clear signing at both ends of the path and on the main approaches to it? 

If, as Pedals has proposed, a proper cycle path is provided alongside the NET extension on the former railway adjoining the Industrial Estate nearby this cut-through will become all the more important as part of a wider network of cycle routes in the area, including continuous links from Wilford Bridge to connect with the existing shared path to and from Ruddington and also to and from Clifton etc., particularly if all these routes are comprehensively and coherently signed by both the County and City Councils. 

Hugh”

…further comments (of 10th September) from Steve Jones, Notts CC Rights of Way Section and Mike Luxton, Rushcliffe BC
“Ed

The email below has been passed to me for comment by Phil Marshall. From the information I have it appears that the footpath from Court Gardens as far as the estate boundary is adopted public highway, and is therefore the responsibility of NCC Highways South. I have no record of who owns the land beyond the estate boundary and into the industrial estate.

Mike Luxton
Project Engineer
0115 9148347”

….(from Steve Jones) : “This issue of paths in Compton Acres has come up before.  They appear to be neither adopted nor on the definitive map.  The result no ownership and no maintenance.   When the housing estates of Compton Acres were originally laid out, there would have been a submission to RBC as the Planning authority for planning permission.  On the basis of an agreed scheme, the developer would have got permission and the build would have taken place.  
There would have been a district council development control officer ensuring that all the conditions were complied with incl. any paths being laid out.   Once brought up to adoptable standard, the DC would have taken on the public open space (usually), and roads passed to the HA. 
Non vehicle roads normally become adopted urban routes managed by the HA or its agents (DC's).,..  If the path was laid out and is surfaced (underneath all the undergrowth), then if it was either adopted and a decision was made not to maintain it (hardly legal) or it was never adopted.  
If the latter is the case (as it was with the canal  pedestrian bridges in the Gamston development), then responsibility remains either with the developer, if they bought the land, or the original owner if it was developed on their behalf.   Ironically much of this land was originally owned by NCC!!! 
Regards, Stephen Jones
Communities
Nottinghamshire County Council
Tel. 0115 9774207”
 …and Mike Luxton (again!)
“Hugh

RBC has been maintaining the open space areas on Compton Acres either as agents for the Highway Authority or as a landowner (even areas that we do not own (Members decision)) for many years. We also maintain the surfaced paths that cross our land, but not the adopted paths since the agency was terminated.

 

Even though we are no longer agents for the HA we still have records of what is adopted and can provide that information, although NCC should be able to provide the same, they have had copies of all our information.

 

Unfortunately my reply this morning was based on an examination of our computer records which in this instance were wrong, sorry. Following Stephens email I went back to the adoption records and that particular path was not included when the all roads and paths in this area were adopted in 1990.

 

I can only surmise that the Planners made the path a condition, but as the builder could only build it on land he owned it was not constructed to join with the highway in the industrial estate. I assume someone from the Council tried to get permission to extend it, without success, but I cannot confirm that. Therefore, I must agree that the path is private land probably owned by the developer who I understand was Wimpys. NCC may wish to take on the task of opening the path up and connecting it to the industrial estate roads.

 

Regarding the footbridges over the canal at Gamston the one near Safeway's is owned by RBC, the  2 flat deck bridges downstream of Lock 3 are owned or are at least the responsibility of British Waterways, while the new bridge being constructed at Lock 2 will be owned by RBC.

Mike Luxton
Project Engineer
0115 9148347

Deteriorating Wilford Lane access to Bede Ling-Rugby Rd cycle path (West Bridgford) and other Compton Acres area cycle paths– message of 21 August to Ed Ducker and Paul Hillier, Notts. CC:

“Ed / Paul

 You will no doubt remember towards the end of last year that I drew your attention to the very poor and unwelcoming state of the access to the cycle path between Wilford Lane and Rugby Road (Compton Acres) at its Bede Ling end by the Wilford Lane toucan crossing. I recall that there was much uncertainty over the boundaries of the various land ownerships in the vicinity of this access and therefore in deciding just whose responsibility it was to cut back intruding vegetation etc. 

 

In the end some of the vegetation was cut back but this did alter the fundamentally uninviting, awkward and unsatisfactory appearance of this access and the situation has now got much worse again with the recent growth of new vegetation obscuring the access even more.

 

I suggest that it is really high time that the situation was sorted out on a much more permanent basis please, to remove the fence and the mound of earth behind it, as well as to ensure that all the intruding vegetation is regularly cut back, and also that the gap is widened to permit easier access. The present width of only about 1 metre, or just over, is very awkward, especially for people on tricycles or in wheelchairs, and needs to be made properly Disability Discrimination Act-compliant as well as generally much more encouraging for different cyclist and pedestrians to use.

Hugh

 

PS. 

 

1). Have there been any discussions with Rushcliffe Borough Council about extending the cycle path nearby, east of the Rushcliffe Arena, to connect north of the Arena from the David Lloyd access road to the Wilford Lane-Rugby Road path and the other paths in the Compton Acres area, extending the value of the cycle path west of Collinton Way (behind Asda) to the David Lloyd access road built about two years ago?

 

2) Pedals is very pleased to hear that the two substandard access control barriers on the new paths north of Wilford Lane in the Gresham Park development are to be modified to make them easier to use and DDA-compliant. I note that paint marks have now appeared on the tarmac to show how they are to be adjusted but would be glad to know please when you expect the actual adjustments to be made.

forthcoming Sandy Lane Modification Order Local Hearing – my message of 21 August to Tim Hart, Rights of Way section, Notts CC:

“Tim

Doreen Leheup of Notts CTC rang me to suggest that it would be helpful if I got in touch with you on behalf of Pedals to see how we could go about giving Pedals support to the CTC case in the forthcoming Local Hearing for the Sandy Lane (Holme Pierrepont) Modification Order.

 

Although Pedals has for long been aware of the local CTC's campaign efforts over this and indeed is very pleased to know that things are now beginning to move again on the issue I believe that we have never actually formally submitted our views. We would therefore please be glad of your advice on how we might now best do this as well as to be fully updated on the current position.

Hugh”

Motorbikes in bus lanes – my response of 12 Sept. to letter in NEP:

“Dear Editor
R Dixon's suggestion that motor bikes be allowed to use local bus lanes (letters, 11 September) is not a good one from the point of view of pedal cyclists who now have the general right to use most bus lanes.
 

Allowing motorbikes would make them distinctly less comfortable and safe for cyclists, especially since motor bikes tend to be noisier than most motor vehicles and are often more likely to be travelling at excessive speeds.
 

On main roads without cycle lanes, shared bus and cycle lanes can provide a useful facility and Pedals would oppose any erosion of this benefit..
Yours sincerely,
Hugh McClintock,
Chairman, Pedals
 

5. Cycling England and Health Project – Nottingham PCT

Helen Ross has been negotiating a Cycling England/PCT pilot project (very soon to be finalised) to improve PCT cycling rates through improved travel planning and to use cycling as an appropriate heath improvement measure for people needing to get and keep fit and those who are recovering from some illnesses. 

Health advisors will refer people to RideWise and encourage cycling whilst possibly becoming RideWise instructors. The project is for £80k pa for 2 years and will be of regional interest as a sister scheme would be developed in Northampton.

This is a very important pilot development for cycling in Nottingham and it is very important that we find an opportunity soon to invite Helen along to one of our meetings to discuss it in detail, once the project is formally announced. It will complete various other local initiatives including Ridewise and the County Council’s Rural Rides Programme.

7. Finance

Susan Young to report.

I have been trying, so far unsuccessfully, to get an update from Dave Morris on our subs renewals and current membership totals, as well as to find out if the income arising from these over the summer, has now been paid into our higher-income earning account. I am trying to get this information before Monday’s meeting.

8. Forthcoming meetings / events

Nottinghamshire County Council Equalities Inspection evaluation of delivery and process including consultation with action groups; interview on 26th Sept- message of 7 September from Mick Greenaway, Notts. CC

Mick

Thanks for this invitation. I should be able to attend myself on September 26th and I will raise this matter at our next meeting on Monday week (17th) to see who else may be able to join me. I look forward to receiving more details in due course.

Hugh (Chairman, Pedals)

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Mick Greenaway 

To: Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com 

Sent: Friday, September 07, 2007 10:04 AM

Subject: Nottinghamshire County Council Equalities Inspection

Hugh,

The Communities Department of Nottinghamshire County Council is soon to undergo an evaluation of our equalities delivery and processes, part of which requires us to demonstrate consultation with local action groups such as yourselves.

 

PEDALS have been nominated as a group which is likely to want to voice an opinion on these issues, therefore would it be possible for yourselves to nominate a couple of representatives to be interviewed as part of this assessment please?

 

The inspection date is set for September 26th and the time is to be 14:00 to 15:30.

 

Looking forward to hearing from you,

Many Thanks,

Mick Greenaway
Project Development Officer
Highways Service Development Team
Communities
Nottinghamshire County Council
Office: 0115 9774473
Mobile: 07740 845 846”

Does anyone else want to come along please?**

Lenton and Dunkirk Partnership Forum Festival display invitation, Sunday 29th September – message of 30 August from Susan Young:

“I have been asked if we want a stall at the Lenton & Dunkirk Community Festival on Sat 29th Sept 2007 between 12.00 and 17.00hrs. The festival has a 'green' theme.
 

I could set a stall up but will have to leave by 11.30-45ish as I need to get to work by 12.10.
Please let me know ASAP if you want a stall so I can reply to the organisers. They would like a reply by next week.
Thanks, Susan”
The Big Day Out (The Big Wheel), Nottingham Castle, Saturday 22nd September; request for Pedals stall and helpers:

I am still awaiting details of this event and would like to make sure that we have a well-supported presence at it please.**
(Cancellation of and possible rescue of) East Midlands Cycling Forum, Chesterfield, Saturday 13th October: message of 11 Sept from Alastair Meikle, Chesterfield Cycling Campaign:
“Hi
Just returned from our Campaign meeting this evening. Our committee is unanimous in its decision that because of the rail problems that weekend we should not hold the meeting in Chesterfield.  The majority of people have arrived by train for the previous meetings and in our opinion the non existence of the option of train travel to the event would seriously compromise its viability and interest.

I am aware of your views expressed in your previous e mail that we should carry on and I conveyed them to our meeting.

The decision reached by us after considering a variety of options was that we should suggest an informal (low key) meeting in another town in the Autumn as it is probably too late to start to organise a full scale event, and we would postpone our event until the Spring meeting. I have of course just looked at incoming emails to see that Lincoln have agreed to host the meeting next spring.
Alastair

PS. As I finalise these notes there has been a bit of a flurry of emails between various people as to what to do rescue this situation, in view of the disastrous plan presented to the 13 October Chesterfield meeting plans by MML’s decision to close the station that weekend (and for most other weekends in October and November, incidentally). The Chesterfield Cycling Campaign are prepared to host the meeting at another date, they say, which, realistically could not be now until January at the earliest. 
An alternative idea would be for some other group (?Pedals) to take on the 13 October slot which by now many people will have in their diaries and which also has the advantage of being very timely from the point of view of getting (as already agreed) a speaker from Stagecoach East Midlands Railways to discuss their plans for cyclists in the new rail franchise they are taking on from 14 November. 
No doubt there will be further expression of views by the time of our meeting on Monday about what best now to do and I will give a further update then. Meanwhile, it would be helpful if people gave some thought to whether we would in principle be willing to act as hosts, on a rough and ready meeting, if the general view is that we should stick to the 13th October date.
CCN/CTC Autumn Campaigners, Conference, Saturday 17th November, Oxford
More details should be available soon on the CCN and CTC websites.

Future Pedals meetings: 2007/08
In October we have a special discussion planned with PC David Silverwood from Canning Circus Police Station about the bikes on pavements issue and in November Mike Madin from Sustrans talking about the BikeIt project of which he is the national manager.

In January I propose that we invite Matt Jones from Nottinghamshire Police to talk about tackling cycle thefts, and also his interest in the local bike recycling and cycle centre proposals.

Helen Ross’s success in getting funding for Nottingham PCT for the Cycling England Cycling and Health pilot project (CHIPP) is very important and I propose that we get her to discuss it with us in February.

We could also do with slots for other speakers/updates including Ed Ducker from the County Council, Nicola Jones from Sustrans and Gary and/or Graham from Ridewise. We might have other idea for important people that we want to influence and keep closely in touch with, to help our general lobbying and erode our recent ‘marginalisation’, and it is also helpful to have some flexibility of available slots that we want to have available at fairly short notice.

However, to fit in these would mean sacrificing some of the slots now devoted to mini-rides between April and July, so we need to think about this carefully over the next two months before we agree what mini-rides we will be offering in January as part of next year’s County Council Rural rides programme.
In thinking about whether we want to do this, one thing to bear in mind is that my impression is that numbers on the mini-rides have decline recently (and not just because of the bad weather this summer) and also that, this year in particular, it proved that much harder to get two volunteers to co-lead each ride.

Comments, please!*

West Bridgford Summer Gathering 7th June 2008 – message of 22 September from Karina Wells:
“Dear All,

I have just been advised that on Saturday 7th June we are able to book the park in West Bridgford again to celebrate sustainable living in our community.

Last year was my first attempt and from the positive feedback I have decided to organise a 2nd one.

Could you please let me know if you would possibly be interested to participate?

If you could send leaflets to your customers before hand and how many you would like?

If you feel the timing was right 10-2pm or would you prefer a little longer 10-4pm?

The set up will be very similar, if you have any friends or colleagues who are local and have an interest in sustainable living and making West Bridgford a safer, cleaner and greener place, please let them get in touch with me.

If you have any suggestions or comments to improve the event, please send them to me when you are able.

Kind regards, Karina Wells”

Bike Week 2008; message of 31 August from Nick Harvey, National Bike Week Coordinator:

“Bike Week 2008 will be 14-22 June.
After co-ordinating and promoting Bike Week and Bike2Work for the past seven years, I have decided to step down. Now, following a competitive pitch process, the Bike Week Steering Group has selected Limelight Sports and Forster as its new events and communications agencies. Limelight Sports will be handling event coordination, while Forster will lead on brand development, marketing and communications.

Limelight Sports has a wealth of experience managing innovative cycling and sports events, including Sainsbury's Sport Relief Mile, Palace to Palace Cycle Ride and Move it at the Manor walking and cycling festival. Limelight will also be organising the first ever London mass bike ride - the Hovis London Freewheel - at the end of September. Forster is a specialist communications consultancy focused on social and environmental issues, with expertise in behaviour change campaigns.

The 2008 Bike Week/Bike2Work plan will be agreed in September, following which information (and new Bike Week HQ contact details) will be published at www.bikeweek.org.uk
Regards, Nick Harvey
0845 612 0661 (local rate) or 01243 527444 (until 15 September 2007)
www.bikeweek.org.uk
----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Simon Geller" <s.geller@sheffield.ac.uk>
To: "Hugh McClintock (Dell)" <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2007 9:26 AM
Subject: Re: Many thanks for yesterday's Halfway to Hucknall Ride

> Hugh McClintock (Dell) said the following on 02/09/2007 14:38:
>> Simon /  Susan
>> Very many thanks for all your efforts in making yesterday's joint ride
>> so successful and enjoyable.
>>
>> We must definitely repeat it again some time, perhaps with a bit
>> of change of route to take more advantage of the new and old series of
>> linked trails taking place in the area. I was very pleased that we had
>> such a good turnout!>>
>> Hugh

9. Autumn newsletter

Derrick Hankey, who does the layout for us, is about to go on holiday until the end of the month so will be unable to take this on until 1 October so, I regret, the autumn issue will be delayed. However, I would still like to have any contributions asap please.**

I have very differing views recently on the question of whether or not we should in future rely on simple email newsletters, as the Derby Cycling Group no do, for example.

Karina Wells suggests that we should move entirely to email newsletters in future, to save paper and printing, whereas Chris Gardner says he values having a printed copy to put in his hands, as a contrast to the large volume of emails he receives each day. 
As we distribute quite a large number of complimentary copies, to councillors etc., on which general feedback seems to be favourable (even if they do not read them all from cover to cover) I am inclined to think that to rely on emails (or pdfs) for them might also be less satisfactory

However, making this switch would certainly help to cut down on the considerable effort that goes into producing and distributing the newsletter, including chasing labels and associated subs renewals forms and reminders and organising the stuffing and dispatch session for which volunteers are harder to find these days, as with our other activities!
We need to keep this situation under regular review, bearing in mind what a large proportion of our budget the newsletter and its distribution now swallow (even allowing for the £1000 p.a. subsidy we get from Nelsons) and also possible changes in peoples’ willingness to rely just on pdf versions of newsletters, etc.

What does anyone else think please?*

I have taken a quick course on the use of Microsoft Publisher software to help in doing artwork for the newsletter etc. but we really need someone far more experienced and skilful in the use of more sophisticated Desktop publishing software! Any more ideas please?**

10. Miscellaneous items

Clocks going back this autumn – publicity re cycle lighting (message of 12 Sept from Alison Russell):

“Hugh,
Could we discuss the clocks going back at September's meeting, and whether we want to do anything about it? As I remember, last year we said it was a shame that we'd missed the chance to publicly raise the issue of cycle lighting to coincide with the clocks going back in October.

If we do want to do something before the clocks change this year then we'd need to decide on it fairly soon. It might encourage at least some riders to get lights, and if nothing else would hopefully get some positive publicity for Pedals, and chip away at the stereotype that "all cyclists" ride without lights after dark.
Alison

Arrangements for handling of growing volume of Pedals business and distribution of Pedals meeting agendas and background notes, etc.

Andrew Martin has raised with me the very understandable concerns that he and, I know, also others have about the growing length of the Pedals agenda and background notes. I would welcome further feedback from everyone on how we deal with this and the closely related matter of how we handle the growing volume of business, both in terms of things referred to us as part of consultation processes and also things that people ask me to raise or which I become aware of in others ways and therefore put on the agenda.

All but 3 people now get their agendas by email, with the actual agenda since last year expanded to give some indication of specific items coming up. This agenda and minutes of the last meeting are then printed and sent by post to the few people not on email (a measure we introduced last year to cut copying costs). Those on email then have the option, as I see it, of printing either just the agenda and minutes or the full lot, or, just a few more specific pages covering items in which they are most interested or want more details.

The intention of sending out the background notes is that, if people have read them or at least the sections on things they want to bring up, it then helps to speed up meetings in that I don’t then need to spend so much time reading things or explaining the points at issue. However, I appreciate that if the notes get too long for people to read easily, it is less likely that many people will actually have read them!”

I do find this issue very hard to resolve, because the volume of agenda items seems to keep growing and it can be very hard to ensure that we have enough time to do full justice to some very important items, e.g. cyclists and the extension of the NET system, etc.

At the same time people have made quite clear, on various occasions that meetings should if anything be shorter and certainly no longer, and also that they don’t want more frequent meetings or even subgroup meetings. We did consider this about 9-10 years ago, following the system used by our counterparts in Edinburgh, Spokes, but in the end rejected it because of fears of possible fragmentation of our efforts, I recall. So far as I know this is still the majority view but correct me if I am wrong please!*

As part of a review of our arrangements for meetings I would also like to suggest, as I indicated in July, (and have also mentioned above, under Future Pedals Meetings) that we might wish over the next two months to consider whether or not we should cut down on mini-rides before meetings from April to July so that we can free up more time for discussions with a wider range of people that, arguably we should be doing more to influence. The lack of such opportunities recently may be one reason why our influence has waned in the last few years, I suggest. 
We need to take a definite decision on this not later than our November meeting because soon after that we shall have to let the County Council know what slots we want for mini-rides in next year’s Rural Rides programme.*

Fw: Pedals Site Update - Larry Neylon suggested changes: my message of 21 August

“I am still catching up on digesting masses of Pedals emails which arrived while I was away including this one from Larry Neylon who has been putting a lot of effort into possible changes from the Pedals website. Any comments on these would be welcome please.

 

To kick things off I might mention a few things that struck me straightaway:-

 

- I am inclined to keep to our existing logo

 

- Good idea to have a draggable Google map of city centre cycle parking sites but it should make clear which are cycle lockers and which are cycle stands (of which of course there are now numerous sites in the central area)

 

- We good do with more good images, in different sections.

 

- It again reminds me how easily the website gets out of date, e.g. references to past meetings and changes of meeting venue which we now longer need and of the need to keep it fully up to date, including current issues/campaigns and forthcoming events etc. This, as I have pointed out, needs a collective effort, keeping an eye on the site (e.g. what needs pruning!), suggesting changes and additions and offering suitable photos, ideas for links etc. Some of the images on the site are now very old and it is important to keep the site fresh with good new ones as well, including lots of cyclists enjoying themselves!

 

Hugh

If anyone wants to see some examples of very good websites by other cycling campaign groups I can recommend in particular those of the London Cycling Campaign, Spokes (Edinburgh) and the Cambridge Cycling Campaign.

 

PS. Many thanks to Larry for all his work on this as well as to Alistair Morgan who does the basic job of site maintenance and who has continued to do this for us since his move to Edinburgh a couple of years ago!

  

----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Larry Neylon" <lneylon@ntlworld.com>

To: "Hugh McClintock" <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>; "'Morgan, Alistair'" <alistair.morgan@atosorigin.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2007 9:17 PM

Subject: RE: Pedals Site Update

· Evening guys,
> I've done stacks of work on the new site (http://pedals.110mb.com) today and
> it's getting there.
> 
> Things I've done today:
> =======================
> 
> Lots more styling work.  I'm nearly happy with the styling so let me know
> what you think.
> 
> Reactivate the forums.
> 
> Enable the search engine.
> 
> Add an example of google maps.  If you click on the left hand menu option
> for Cycle Parking you can see a draggable Google map with the cycle parking
> shown as pointers (roughly).
> 
> Menu and page structure.  This is nearly there so that it reflects your
> current site's content.
> 
> Things still to do:
> ===================
> Copy all your existing site content over to the new site.
> Repoint all links to the new site.
> Testing.
> ===================
> 
> Then I think I'm about there.
> Let me know if you have any comments of questions about this,
> Larry. 
> 
>> -----Original Message-----
>> From: Larry Neylon [mailto:lneylon@ntlworld.com] 
>> Sent: 07 August 2007 19:48
>> To: Hugh McClintock; 'Morgan, Alistair'
>> Subject: Pedals Site Update
>> 
>> Evening,
>> Sincere apologies for me having done no work at all on your new site.
>> 
>> My work has been mad busy and then the company who I was 
>> hosting your development site on decided to remove access to 
>> the database for all users and charge them to get at it, so I 
>> lost a fair amount of work.
>> 
>> I've moved an old copy of the database that drives the new 
>> site onto your web companies server and pointed the test site 
>> (http://pedals.110mb.com) at that, so it should be easier to 
>> control now.
>> 
>> I'm going to try and get some time to do some more work on 
>> this over the next few weeks.
>> 
>> The first area I'm going to be looking at it the design.
>> 
>> A designer friend had come up with some example designs and 
>> logos for the website.  I've put them on 
>> http://pedals.110mb.com/images/Pedals.jpg .
>> 
>> Let me know what you think about them.
>> Larry
…and more from Larry (11 Sept):

“Hi Hugh,
The new website would allow you to add minutes and agendas as news items and then any authorised member would be able to add their own comments to this.

On the test website (http://pedals.110mb.com/) I've added the "Forthcoming Event invitations - Pedals stall requests" e-mail you sent as a News Item that is displayed on the homepage. I've then added the comment from Andrew to give you an idea of what this would look like and how it works.

I've also added a couple of sub-menus to the Meetings link on the left hand side to show you an example of how you could organize and comment on Minutes and Agendas.

You can expand Meetings menu to show the Minutes section.  If you then click on Minutes you can see a page similar to how you have the current minutes.

It also shows a further menu option below Minutes, which is the Story containing an example July minutes to which I've added a comment.

Hopefully this will give you some ideas about how you can organize this.
Regards, Larry”

Ridewise Bike maintenance classes plans – exchange of messages with Graham Hubbard, Ridewise Coordinator:

“Currently I am keeping it low key but if people express an interest then I ask them to email me with a request to go onto a beginners maintenance (1st Aid for your bike) session. I run them currently outside of my normal work hours at £10 for a two hour session. People are contacted when I have sufficient numbers i.e. 6+
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

To: Ridewise 

Cc: Peter Osborne ; Chris Gardner ; David Clark ; Susan Young ; Gary Smerdon-White ; Ann Goodwin 

Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2007 11:28 PM

Subject: Ridewise Bike maintenance classes plans

Graham
People keep telling me what a great need there is for basic bike maintenance classes and I tell them that Ridewise is organising some soon.
 

Could you please give me an update on these plans, before we get any more such queries, e.g. at the series of 3 stalls which Pedals is having at various events in the next few weeks, I would also like to include an update in the next Pedals newsletter going to press on 30th September.
Thanks, Hugh”
Meeting with Alan Mitcheson, Government Office of the East Midlands (GOEM), 23 August and letter to Gillian Merron, MP, Minister for the East Midlands:
At his request I had a very useful meeting on 23 August with Alan Mitcheson from GOEM (Nottinghamshire Transport Infrastructure Team) to help brief him about cycling in Nottinghamshire and the East Midlands generally. 

At this he recommended that we take advantage of the new changes to Local Area Agreements, being introduced by local authorities and PCTs etc, to help get cycling taken up under different policy agendas and also that we make contact with Gillian Merron, MP, in her new role as Minister for the East Midlands. I have now drafted a letter to her which I will soon be finalising and sending, taking account of useful comments from several people I consulted on the draft.

HMcC, 13.9.07
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