AGENDA FOR PEDALS MONTHLY MEETING:  

7.30 p.m. on 
Monday 15 October 2007

in the upper room of the Globe PH, 152 London Road, NG2 3BQ (between London Road and Meadows Way just north of north of Trent Bridge)
AGENDA  

1. Welcome, and apologies for absence

2. Discussion with PC David Silverwood, Canning Circus Police Station re Cycling on Pavements and Getting cyclists to use lights after dark’ (7.30-8.30 p.m)
(10-minute break)

3. Minutes of Pedals meeting of 17 September and matters arising:

· Cycle lights campaign and draft press release arrangements

· Membership Secretaryship and Pedals software requirements review
· Pedals stalls help thanks and future organisation / revamp
· Report of meeting of 24 September at City Council, chaired by Barry Horne, Corporate Director, Environment and Regeneration Department, to follow up the 5 Sept cycle tour

· City cycle maps revision, including proposal from John Cutler for Cheltenham- and Kettering-style map.

· Carrington Street bridge strengthening work and associated Station changes: report of meeting with Hayden Reed.
· New cycle link from Rennie Hogg Road to Longwall Avenue and Birdcage Walk

· City Council trial with different types of off-road barrier, 10th October. (John Lee & Jenny Kukan)

· BikeIt – meeting of 17 October with Mike Madin (Sustrans BikeIt Project Manager) to discuss possible Nottingham and Nottinghamshire involvement

· Phoenix Centre NET Park and Ride site cycle lockers

· Beeston Town Centre Action Plan consultation (response needed by 21st September)

· Compton Acres (West Bridgford) path blockage (David Miller)

· Pedals website revamp – update of 10 October from Larry Neylon

4. (other) cycle facility and traffic matters

· Broad Marsh Centre redevelopment traffic management proposals

· University Boulevard cycle path surface and lighting
· Driver abuse / parking on cycle lanes, e.g. Woodborough Road and Robin Hood Way / Meadows Way
· Other City Council consultations: proposed Traffic Regulation Orders etc.: (by 19 and 26 October)

· Kimberley Transport Study consultation and exhibition (response deadline: 31 October)
· Newark and Sherwood cycle map

· Living Legend Lottery bid project cycle routes – messages from Jonathan Ball and Andy Jee

 Ha
5. Finance

6. Autumn Newsletter 

7. Events / meetings

· Items to raise at Notts. CC Highways South Cycle Working Group meeting on a.m. of 31 October.

· CCN/CTC Autumn Campaigners, Conference, Saturday 17th November, Oxford

· Late autumn Notts CC Rural Rides Feedback cum Christmas Social and 2008 Programme planning meeting

· Proposed cycling events for June 2008 discussed by Graham Hubbard (Ridewise) and Andrew Martin

· Proposed Mountain Biking Community Event 2008 in Colwick Woods

8. Miscellaneous items

· Message from Nick Moss re his move to Newcastle upon Tyne
· Errant cyclists: messages from Paul Hill
9. Any other business

BACKGROUND NOTES

* means feedback especially wanted please

** means help please!

1.  Welcome and apologies

Apologies for absence from

Mara Ozolins, John Wilson.

2. Discussion with PC David Silverwood, Canning Circus Police Station re Cycling on Pavements and Getting cyclists to use lights after dark’ (7.30-8.30 p.m)
2. Bikes on pavements etc.

Comments from Gary Smerdon-White (29th Sept) on my message to PC Dave Silverwood forwarding the article on this topic written for the autumn Pedals newsletter by Rebecca Firmin of Nelsons.

“Dave

I have been talking to Inspector Andy Rooke regarding a system whereby police refer people to RideWise for training in the event there is a cycling misdemeanour. He is giving it some consideration at present as he agrees in principle but would need to look at how it would work in practice.

Personally on my regular journey into the City from Chilwell I see all manner of cycling on pavements – some dangerous to pedestrians and some absolutely sensible from the perspective of pedestrian and cyclist safety. If it’s possible I’d suggest there should be a tariff determined by the police depending on their perceived level of danger/safety e.g.

· Dangerous riding on pavement, no lights at night – spot fine and referral to RideWise 
· Careless riding on pavement, clearly don’t understand highway code,  – warning and referral to RideWise 
· Other minor cycling offences (if there are any) – referral to RideWise 
· Safe riding on pavement – ignore 
Yours optimistically 

Gary”

…and the article by Rebecca Firmin, Nelsons:
“The Penalties of Pavement Cycling

In 2005 there were 104 incidents reported of pedestrians being hit by cyclists riding on the pavement and 64 pedestrians were killed or seriously injured in accidents involving a cyclist generally. Compare this with 5,947 pedestrians seriously injured or killed in accidents involving cars in the same year and the perceived menace of cyclists riding on the pavement is put into perspective.

Nevertheless, many police forces and local authorities are now taking steps to deter cyclists from riding on the pavement (which is prohibited by section 72 of the Highway Act 1835). In Nottingham, where the power to issue fixed penalty notices has been extended to Community Protection Officers (as reported in the Autumn/Winter edition), various approaches have been considered from the issue of fixed penalty notices to providing Ridewise leaflets offering free cycle safety training. It has been acknowledged that those cyclists who ride on the pavement do so either through ignorance of the law or due to a lack of facility for safe riding on roads/cycle paths, which can often be blocked by parked cars or are in a poor state of repair. 

Taking these factors into account, guidance has been issued by the Home Office regarding the use of fixed penalty notices for cycling on the pavement; “The introduction of the fixed penalty notice is not aimed at responsible cyclists who sometimes feel obliged to use the pavement out of fear of traffic and who show consideration to other pavement users when doing so. Chief Police Officers who are responsible for enforcement acknowledge that many cyclists, particularly children and young people, are afraid to cycle on the road, sensitivity and careful use of police discretion is required” Paul Boateng, Home Office Minister.

If you do receive a fixed penalty notice, then what next? Cycling on the pavement is a non-endorseable offence, i.e. it doesn’t result in points on your licence. You should normally expect to pay £30, provided payment is made within 28 days. This is then an end to the matter and no record of the offence will be kept. If payment is not made within this timeframe or you request a hearing, a summons is issued. You can either then plead guilty or elect to go to Court to plead your case. If found guilty at Court the likely penalty will be a larger fine and payment of court costs; your offence will also be recorded. 

Whilst there is no exemption to this law for children, the authorities should be expected to use their common sense and discretion. If a fixed penalty notice is issued to a child then this can be challenged as the current law states that such notices cannot be issued to anyone under the age of 16. 

If a pedestrian is injured as a result of a cyclist riding on the pavement, then a conviction of the offence of riding on the pavement, or riding carelessly or dangerously could be cited in personal injury proceedings against the cyclist as evidence that negligence has occurred. If this is proved then the cyclist would be ordered to pay compensation to the injured party. This could be very costly if the pedestrian has been seriously injured and the cyclist is uninsured.

Rebecca Firmin is a Solicitor at Nelsons, part of a dedicated team of personal injury lawyers with a national profile currently handling over 5,000 claims for a wide range of injuries from accidents on the road or at work, through to clinical negligence or criminal injuries.”

(10-minute break)
3. Minutes of the Pedals Meeting Held 17th September 2007 at The Globe.

Present: Hugh McClintock, Peter Osborne, David Miller, Alison Russell, Jenny Kukan, Chris Gardner, John Bannister, Ian Cohen, Andrew Martin, Susan Young, Terry Scott, Andrew Houseman and Chris Carter.

Apologies for Absence: Arthur Williams, John Wilson and Mara Ozolins.

Discussion with Chris Carter re City Cycling Action Plan. Chris described some of the work going on with respect to the Cycling Action Plan for the Local Transport Plan (LPT2). There are three years left of the current LTP. One of the main features of the Cycling Action Plan is a review of “commuter corridors” to try and improve a number of radial routes into the city centre. Around £250,000 a year for the next four years have been made available for this review. A link between the Victoria Embankment and the canal is in the planning permission stage. It will cost about £1.2M and complete the Big Track route. St Mary Gate is to be pedestrianised as part of creation of the Lace Market Square. This may provide an opportunity for a cycle route. On street information panels are being introduced and enhanced. These could include cycle information.

Street Lighting. Work will begin in the near future on replacing the entire stock of street lighting across the city (a Private Finance Initiative). One aim of this is to reduce crime, but cyclists will also benefit from improved lighting along cycle tracks.

Carrington Street. Carrington Street bridge is being strengthened at the moment. Hugh is meeting with Hayden Reed to discuss cycle lanes etc. The bridge will be completely rebuilt in the future.

Local Bike Recycling Schemes. Ian Cohen (Ridewise) may have found a place for this, and will report back at a later date.

Trams.  Sheffield Supertram is experimenting with off peak carriage of bikes on trams in ‘Cyclists’ Specials’ on 3 coming Sundays. Nottingham’s trams were not designed to carry cycles but could be adapted to do so.

Cycle Parking at the Railway Station. Facilities for this should improve now that Stagecoach have the rail franchise from November.
Cycle Audits for Notts County Council. Paul Rea of CycleLincs is keen to do cycle audits of Kimberley, Carlton and Netherfield along with Pedals members. We need local volunteers, especially in the Kimberley area.

Newsletter. The next newsletter will feature an item about the Nuthall railway path that has finally been completed, though with various defiencies such as awkward barriers which are, it seems, largely the result of cuts in funding following strong opposition from a local County Councillor who wanted it to be only a footpath, to help keep out motor bikes from surrounding land!

Cycling England and Health Project. It was suggested that Pedals invite Helen Ross (Nottingham PCT) to talk about this and to see how Pedals can help. Ridewise is to project manage this. Hugh will invite Helen to a Pedals meeting early next year.

Finance. Nelsons have sponsored the newsletter for another year. Pedals have received a cheque from Nelsons for £1000. City County Forest will be sold at a reduced price at future stalls as it is unlikely that anyone will pay £10 for this at a stall. There are 900 copies of this left.

East Mids Cycle Forum. Chesterfield are unable to host this in October due to Midland Mainline closing the railway station. They will probably host it now next Spring, with CycleLincs hosting the following meeting next Autumn.

Cycle Lights. LED lights are very cheap nowadays, and there was discussion about the possibility of acquiring a number of light sets for free fitting at future stalls. As well as the obvious practical value of this, Pedals could benefit from much positive publicity. Susan has been in contact with Nottingham University with respect to possible funding and Pedals involvement with free fitting at an eco event at the University in November.

Update

Cycle lights campaign – message of 18th September from Susan Young

 “Hi all

Contacted the off campus officer at the Uni this morning and she has emailed me a form to request funding for some lights. I am still waiting to hear from the students union who are organising an eco event aimed at students in November to check whether our idea of free fitting of cycle lights is appropriate. They are having something relating to cycling that we should be able to attach to. 

Also copied PC Dave Silverwood in.

Will keep you posted.

Susan

PS. As agreed I will draw up a press release about this, to go out on about 25th October, in good time before the clocks go back the following weekend. Susan Young has suggested that we tie this in with a plug for the new discussion forums Larry Neylon has put on the Pedals website.

Membership Secretaryship and Pedals software requirements review
I met up on 3rd October with Dave Morris to discuss this and, with the amount he now has on, and various uncertainties about his future plans, he has now decided that it might now be best for him to hand this on to someone else, particularly that we now have an offer from someone willing to take over, i.e. Chris Gardner.

We agreed that Dave would get the current records up to date, in time for the next newsletter mail out later this month, so that his successor can then work himself in to the job in good time for the following issue in February, as well as being able to help Susan Young organise the letters that we will soon need to send out to all members about the changed bank account arrangements agreed at our AGM in March.

Susan suggests that we also take this opportunity to review our general software requirements in case there may be better software now available for our membership records and other needs.

…note from Larry Neylon (10 Oct) about possible online subs and other payments facility on the Pedals website:
“Hi Hugh and Susan,

Whilst thinking about how to do online payment, etc, I wondered if you would be interested in having Google AdSense on your site.

What this does it displays a couple of small adverts (I’d put them on the right hand side) relating to the page content (in our case hopefully they would be to cycle shops, etc).  If someone then clicks on one of the adverts then Pedals would get a small payment.

I don’t think it would cost us anything to setup and may provide a small bit of extra funding for you. On the downside you’d have some of your site tainted with adverts.

One of my clients who has it on their site are the IPA (http://www.ipa.co.uk).  If you look at this you will see a small box on the right hand side saying Ads By Google.  This will give you an idea of how this will look.

Let me know what you think,

Larry.”

Any comments on this please, as part of our review of the Membership Secretaryship and associated website and software requirements?*

Pedals stalls help thanks and future organisation / revamp

Thanks to all those who helped run the Pedals stalls at several events in September including the Rushcliffe Kite Festival, the Big Day Out and the Lenton and Dunkirk Partnership Forum event. We sold all the shop-soiled copies of the Pedal Pushers Guide and several good conditions ones. The stocks of this publication (last revised in 1999) are now almost exhausted!
Although we got by with the inherited displays it was clear that these badly need reviewing and a revamp before next year as the stuff on the mini-boards for example is now very tatty.

We badly need someone, or a subgroup, to take on organising this, especially as it now several years since we last had a Publicity Officer. And as Ian Cohen pointed out at the last meeting we really need a dedicated Stalls/Displays officer whose job is both to coordinate the many requests we get for stalls/displays, to find volunteers to man them (in coordination with Ridewise etc), to agree a rota if possible (so that people don’t feel they are being asked to be around for a whole day) and to arrange that all the material (displays, leaflets, publications etc) is attractive, up to date and available when needed. Any comments, please?**

Report of meeting of 24 September at City Council, chaired by Barry Horne, Corporate Director, Environment and Regeneration Department, to follow up the 5 Sept cycle tour:

This was a very useful meeting, attended by Cllr. Emma Dewinton, who is clearly very keen to keep up the momentum of revitalising the City Council’s cycling policy. 

While endorsing the work proposed in the Action Plan on improving ‘Strategic Cycling Corridors’, she is also particularly keen on work at a more personal level to help people overcome what they see as the main barriers for them to using bikes, and including much clearer information on where they can cycle, where they can lock their bikes securely, and where to get help with riding bikes or buying cheap bikes, etc.
Helen Ross of Nottingham PCT was also there, emphasizing the importance of partnership working, especially between the PCT, the City Council, Pedals, Ridewise and other interested parties, and also the much greater benefits that could ensue from careful synergy of these efforts.

The next step will be a report to the next meeting of the City Council Regeneration Scrutiny Panel, which Emma chairs, on 13th November, to which I am also invited. I have also been asked to submit by 16th October written comments for the Panel to consider covering Pedals views on progress with the Cycling Strategy Action Plan, the Station Redevelopment Plans and the NET extensions.
City cycle maps revision – response of 25 Sept to Jenny Kukan, City Council:

“Jenny
I have now had a bit more chance to think about how to respond to your request for comments in revising the City cycle maps. Here are a few points to address. I may well think of a few more later to send you too, in addition to other points that other people may wish to make. I am sure, for example, that Roger Codling, with his encyclopaedic local knowledge, will have lots more detailed comments, including on the north sheet where I have less detailed local knowledge. He is not on email, as you probably know, but I will send him a printed copy of this message, to encourage him to contact you too.
 

South map:
 

- Cycle path on east side of Clifton Boulevard between QMC and the bridge over the canal is not shown at all on the current map
 

- Improve/rationalise range of names used, i.e. no need to use ward names but do include main District/neighbourhood names and do include (full names of) main institutions like Nottingham University and Nottingham Trent University - NTU Clifton site on current map is shown only as 'Trent University'.
 

- 'Edwalton village' is included but in the wrong place, i.e. Sharp Hill (West Bridgford) and not Edwalton.
 

- include new Rennie Hogg Road (Riverside retail park) - Birdcage Walk - ng2 etc. links 
 

Under cycle shops include Evans on Maid Marian Way. Good to include a reference somewhere to Pedal Express but perhaps misleading to do so under Cycle shops.
 

City centre map
 

- Make clear where there are signalled cycle crossings or toucan crossings on the Inner Ring Road, e.g. on Canal Street as well as Castlegate (which is shown).
 

- show contraflow cycle lane on Pilcher Gate, east of multi-storey car park.
 

- show replacement cycle lockers in new Trinity Square car park. 
 

- make clear opening hours of cycle lockers in multi-storey car parks and charges (it is also by the way very important to ensure that signing of the cycle lockers is integrated with general signing of the car parks, to help increase awareness of their existence and locations!)
 

On a more general point I think it is very important in future to ensure that there are always plenty of copies of the latest cycle maps in stock, as we know that there is great demand for them whenever Pedals has stalls at various events such as last Saturday's Big Day Out.  While some of this no doubt is from people who just like to collect leaflets and then bin them but I am sure that much is from people who definitely want to make use of them. 
 

We often find when we give them out that people immediately open them up and look for routes that they do use or might want to use and make comments on them, e.g. both in terms of 'oh, I did not realise that that route existed', or 'I did not realise that you could go that way!', as well as reminding them of locations they find problematic in some way, and thus giving us useful feedback from a range of cyclists.
 

At the Pedals stall on Saturday at the BDO, surely the most important local event of the whole year for promoting sustainable transport, it was very embarrassing that we had almost no City cycle maps to give away, despite having tried to get fresh supplies in good time. We could certainly have given away hundreds (as we did for the latest Big Track and Police advice on preventing bike theft booklets). At least we had displayed on the stall open copies of both maps and that encouraged people to make comments. We told them that pdf versions were available on the website but, not surprisingly, they were much less satisfied with being told that than being given a printed copy to take away!
 

I know that one of the reasons that the recent series of London cycle maps have been so successful, in addition to the fact that they are good maps, regularly revised with closer use involvement (via the London Cycling Campaign and its London Borough groups) is that they are always widely available, not just via the obvious outlets but also in a way that helps to reach a much wider audience, e.g. via tube stations, community centres and different local groups, etc.. Thinking carefully about how to extend distribution is therefore very important in addition to ensuring that good up to date and reliable maps are available in the first place.
Hugh
 

PS. Have you thought about just how the new maps are going to be best coordinated with the County Council's new series of maps, including from next year coverage of the south of the county, including the Rushcliffe, Gedling and Broxtowe parts of the Greater Nottingham area?
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Jenny Kukan 

To: 'Hugh McClintock (Dell)' 

Sent: Monday, September 17, 2007 7:45 AM

Subject: RE: fresh supplies please of City cycle maps 

Hugh,
Sorry I didn’t reply earlier; I presumed Steve Brewer had already replied.
 

We have run out of maps ourselves and are currently in the process of securing funding for a new batch. In addition to this we are going to carry out a few updates before they are reprinted. If there is anything you’d like to see or not see on the new maps you could let me know at the Pedals meeting this evening. There are a few changes we have identified such as adding the University, clarifying the key to show which cycle lanes are part of the bus lanes, removing the ward names which have little meaning to the public.
 

I have about 10 copies at home which I keep for when friends ask me which you can have and I will bring these to the meeting this evening. If there are any people at The Big Day Out who would be willing to give you their address I’d be more than happy to send them a copy of both maps straight to their address when the new bath comes in.
I hope this helps
Jenny Kukan
Technical Officer, Traffic Management
0115 9156454

…and response from Jenny Kukan of 25th Sept:

“Hugh, 

Thanks very much for the really useful comments.

 

Steve and I have discussed coordinating our maps with the County including having the same colour for the same routes (we’re changing our main roads to pink for this reason). One thing we have noticed is that on the ‘Cycling in Bassetlaw’ map produced by the County, the number 5 square on the area map which is meant to show the extent of Nottingham City doesn’t include the whole of Clifton. Obviously not a major thing but an inconsistency all the same.”
…another comment re Cycle maps revision (1 Oct)

“Jenny

As I may have mentioned to you before I have had several comments from people critical of the 'on road cycle route' notation on the current cycle maps, mainly because it does not make clear if there is actually a cycle lane, or a shared bus and cycle lane, or no specific cycling provision at all. I have now had one specific complaint about how misleading this is on the Wollaton Road approach (from the city centre) to the Crown Island elongated roundabout which many cyclists, I know, find very intimidating to use. The complaint was that you have some protection, in the bus lane, on the approach to the roundabout and are then left to your own devices, which is not made clear on the map. True there is some kind of off-road provision via the subway etc. but this is not exactly convenient for people making movements such as this one, and to go round and use the Harrow Road signalled crossing is very tortuous and indirect, and also slower.

 

I think this underlines the importance of making sure that the next editions follow the good practice of e.g. the Bristol Maps (2005) in making clear which main roads do have some form of on-road special provision. (I should have copies of those if you wish to see what I mean, as well as cycle maps from various other places).
Hugh”

…and her response:

“Hugh,
 The route you specifically mentioned is one I make myself by bike every day and I’ve asked Steve Brewer about how it is shown on the map before. It is something I will be addressing in the updates. I’ve got a copy of the Bristol map and we like the way the bus lane is shown by the dots and will be looking to do something similar.
Jenny Kukan”
 
…and comments of 4 Oct. from John Cutler, CTC Northants/East Midlands (and on the new Greater Nottm Cycling Development Group):
“John

Thanks for your comments which I will mention at the next Pedals meeting, on Monday 15th. I am not sure though that we could rely on getting enough Pedals and CTC folk to do a proper job of the whole City area!

Hugh

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: John Cutler 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Cc: Chris Carter ; gary ; Jo Cleary 

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2007 12:43 PM

Subject: Re: City cycle maps revision

Hugh,
It would be fairly easy I think to add shading to all the roads on the Nottingham maps to show cycle friendliness in the style of Cheltenham and Kettering (and most recently, but in only four colours, Wolverhampton.) Pedals and local CTC could grade the majority of streets into five categories as a desktop exercise from memory so not much surveying work would be necessary.  The recommended routes could still be on the map perhaps as thin red lines with all the facilities also marked.


This would be a major advance in usefulness.  It would also give a message about cycling in Nottingham consistent with the mission of Ridewise to teach people to cycle on (nearly) all the roads.


An additional step that also may not be too difficult in these days of GIS is to add destinations that tie in with accessibility planning such as doctors surgeries, leisure centres, schools and supermarkets.

We have just started preparation for a new map of Northampton with some CHIPPs money from PCT to be in similar style to Kettering.  
John”

…and more from John Cutler (4 Oct):
“Hugh,
Ridewise could do it if they were paid.  Or any person(s) experienced in road cycling and local conditions. Pedals/CTC could then contribute comments and a second opinion.
John
PS. I will bring along to our meeting a copy of the cycle map for Kettering which John produced last year, inspired by the Cheltenham cycle map and several others which have now tended to emphasise cyclists’ perceptions of the relative safety or otherwise of different routes rather than just where there are special facilities of different kinds.
Report of meeting with Hayden Reed, City Council, on 21st September, to discuss traffic arrangements on Carrington Street after completion of the current bridge strengthening by the Station:

Although most of the bridge strengthening work should be complete by mid-November it won’t be until February that the whole scheme is finally complete, including both footways, road markings etc. Hayden will be please in due course to get our feedback on the new arrangements which will then be in place and which will be the first of several major changes to come, on Carrington Street and in the station forecourt area (officially the ‘Porte Cochere’ over the next year or so.

The new road layout will include a much wider footway (6.5m) on the Station side, as opposed to restoring the 2.5m footway on the far side. 
General through traffic will be banned in about 18 months time, with the closure of the motor vehicle access points into and out of the Station, including a ban on motor vehicle movements into and out of Station Street, and there will be cycle gap between Carrington Street and Station Street, along with changes to improve pedestrian access on the Broad Marsh side of the Station.

In future only buses, bikes and delivery vehicles will be allowed on Carrington Street, with, from late next year, no motor vehicle (including taxi movements between Carrington Street and the Station, and the whole Porte Cochere area repaved, with removal of the cycle stands as well as taxis and car parking and the new area to be used only by pedestrians and new shops and food stalls, relocated from the main booking hall area.  The exact timing of this depends on budget availability and further agreements on the commitment of the new operator, Stagecoach East Midlands Railways.
The cycle stands will be relocated to the old Milk Dock on the north (Queen’s Road) side of the Station and currently the present cycle stands area is due to be used as restaurant. The ticket office, by the way, is due to be brought back inside the Booking Hall and the present area used for a Tesco Metro!
Carrington Street will then have only two lanes (with no right turn lane into Station Street as now) but with several bus stops right outside the Station. With the loss of this lane, and rather wider remaining lanes, there will be no separate cycle lanes as these are now thought less necessary in future with less general traffic using the road. However, they may retain the advance stop lines for cyclists on both side of the Queen’s Road junction.
Cyclists will be encouraged to use Station Street (which again should have less traffic, no longer being a general through road) and this is seen as part of longer connecting route east of London Road towards Sneinton etc.

We knew that the prospect of losing the present cycle stands in the Porte Cochere area was proposed in the Station redevelopment (and indeed objected to that when we commented on the planning application about 18 months ago) but only now have I learnt that, while funding for the main Station redevelopment is still be finalised, it is intended to proceed next year with the paving of the Porte Cochere area, as a first phase (curtain-raiser) of the main project. The plans have been brewing for some time and have been endorse by the new franchise holder, Stagecoach East Midlands Railways.

A planning application for this is likely to be submitted in November and we can prepare to object then, on the basis, I suggest that, even if the cycle stands do not directly generate income as would shops or a restaurant, they are very convenient and well used and relocating them all to the Milk Dock would make access much less convenient and, after dark, potentially much less safe.

On the southern (Queen’s Road) side of the Station a new 800-space multi-storey car park is to be built, as we knew already, but with an amended ‘footprint’. We need to press hard for more cycle stands, and a cycle compound for longer term use, to be provided here, on the ground floor. 
There will be a new set of traffic lights on Queen’s Road to control traffic entering and leaving and also the whole of Queen’s Road will be widened by about 1m to improve the current rather substandard general traffic lanes. There will not however be any room for cycle lanes, as we had suggested 18 months ago.
New cycle link from Rennie Hogg Road to Longwall Avenue and Birdcage Walk

This is now almost complete, although I have suggested additional signing to publicise it from further back, e.g. within the ‘ng2’ and ‘Riverside retail park’ areas, as well as from the bottom (south) end of Longwall Avenue.
Any other comments, please?

City Council trial with different types of off-road barrier, 10th October. 
Jenny Kukan to report on this and Susan Young and Alison Russell, who were also there, may wish to add comments.
I was there for about an hour and a half and noticed that there was good attendance, including several cyclists. Several said it was awkward to use the A-frame barriers but they also tended to be even more critical of the K-frame barriers, as installed for this trial, which had longer side panels making it that much harder than with A-frames to wiggle your bike through. Not surprisingly the cyclists tended to favour the third solution, staggered barriers, with a gap of 1.5m

…comments from Alison Russell (in an email to Jenny Kukan):

“Hi Jenny,
I've thought of a couple of extra points relating to the motorcycle 
barrier trial today that I didn't think of this afternoon.

The staggered barriers at the trial were very close together, and I 
found them very difficult to get around. But ironically, after I left 
you on Clifton Boulevard, I encountered several more staggered 
barriers, which were much easier to get through. My usual routes 
around the city don't have any staggered barriers along any of them 
(apart from the upper Old Coach Road I mentioned, although I've 
stopped using that route lately), so I'm not that used to them.

After I'd gone across the bridge over Clifton Boulevard, I changed my 
mind and headed into town instead of going straight home. I found 
several staggered barriers along that route into town: two sets (or 
was it 4?) on the bridge itself over Clifton Boulevard to Lenton Lane 
(including on the up ramp), and on Queen's Walk in the Meadows, as 
well as the Silverdale underpass we went through. I was able to 
manoeuvre through all of these on my trike without too much 
difficulty, and found them easier than the K-frame barrier.

With the A-frames on Woodyard Lane, as well as having to approach it 
at an angle from the side, off the Wigman Road roundabout (hence the 
paint scrapings on my rear mudguard), the A-frames are particularly 
difficult uphill because it forces you to set off uphill from a 
complete stop, whereas even on the uphill bridge barriers I could 
keep enough momentum going. I find the A-frames on Woodyard Lane 
*much* harder to get through than the presumably-identical A-frame on 
Silverdale Walk, where it's basically flat and the approach is in-line.

I'm sure the Old Coach Road staggered barrier is narrower than the 
installed ones I encountered this afternoon, but the trial one today 
seemed narrower still. So much so that I think it might have been 
impossible to get through it on my trike if there had been a side 
wall or fence to enclose the barrier. However, the concrete 'feet' 
sticking out definitely made it much more difficult, so I'm not sure 
how I would have found it if the feet hadn't been sticking out as much.

Were the staggered barriers for the trial deliberately placed so 
narrowly? Were its dimensions measured to the concrete feet, or to 
the railing of the barrier itself? Or have staggered barriers with 
the dimensions of the in-situ ones (Queens Walk, Clifton Boulevard 
bridge) been ruled out for future installations?

I gather one of the differences between the K-frame and A-frame 
barriers is that the width K-frame can adjusted. I'm wondering what 
the range of adjustment of the barrier could be, and what it was set 
to at the trial today, e.g. was that it at its widest width today, or 
narrowest width, or something in between?


Sorry about all the questions here! But I'm now thinking that my 
views about how I'd rank each barrier might vary depending on the 
answers, so I thought I would ask. It all seems more complicated than 
it did at first!
Cheers, Alison”
NET Extension Public Inquiry Pedals submission and appearance
I have now been given a date for my appearance at the Public Inquiry starting on 6 November at the Britannia Hotel: Thursday 15th November.

Expansion of Sustrans Bike-It project and possible take-up in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire: exchange of messages (24 and 25 Sept) with Mike Madin, Bike-It National Project Manager and Gary Smerdon-White:

“Hi

Many thanks for this.

To keep you updated re City Council stance on schools training which I hope is indicative to their changing attitude - They have now agreed that they will be aiming, through an ambitious programme starting with School Year 2, to obtain CTC Level 1 for all children in year 5 , CTC L2 in year 6 and CTC L3 in year 7. RideWise will provide the instructors and accredited training. The City are increasing their funding for co-ordinating activity (£20k). The next step is a joint Feasibility Study. I think we are turning the corner with the City and when I get some time I’ll be going to the County in partnership mode. We are actually doing schools training in County schools in the Greater Nottignham area but that is at the schools request.

I think the idea of a North Notts and Greater Nottingham split is sensible as we are struggling to get involvement in the north even though we get the occasional request. It could be that the Lincs scheme could inform the North Notts one where there are rural ex-mining towns

Gary”



BikeIt project – possible Nottingham and Notts. Involvement – message of 24 Sept from Mike Madin, National Manager and my response:

“Mike

FYI

Thanks for your message. I would indeed welcome a chance to discuss this further with you, at your convenience and we could perhaps involve other interested parties such as Helen Ross from Nottingham PCT and Gary Smerdon-White from Ridewise/GNTP.  

 

Where and when would you suggest that we meet? Are you likely to be in Nottingham in the near future? If so, should we meet somewhere in town or do you want to come to my house in West Bridgford. What would suit you best?

Hugh

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

To: Cllr. Emma Dewinton ; Cllr. Brian Parbutt 

Cc: Cllr. Jane Urquhart (h) ; Ed Ducker ; Paul Hillier ; Jenny Kukan ; John Cutler ; Nicola Jones ; Dale Oscroft ; Sarah Bowles (GOEM) ; Mike Hewitt ; Alan Mitcheson ; Helen Ross ; Ridewise ; Chris Carter ; Gary Smerdon-White ; Susan Young ; Andrew Martin ; Ian Cohen ; Kevin Sharman ; Paul Goodburn 

Sent: Monday, September 24, 2007 5:05 PM

Subject: Fw: Bike It project expansion plans and extra funding

Emma / Brian

Another very encouraging message from Mike Madin, National Manager for the Sustrans BikeIt project who is very keen to have involvement from Nottingham (and Nottinghamshire) alongside the many other authorities in the region (and elsewhere, nationally) now signed up to, or showing strong interest in, their project following the grant of extra funding from the DfT and Cycling England.

 

Any comments please on this message before I respond to Mike, or you may wish to respond to him directly, e.g. to ask for further information. It does seem another excellent opportunity to widen the scope of cycling promotion locally and to help ensure that tomorrow's children are safe, responsible and confident cyclists, with all the many associated benefits.

Hugh

 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Mike Madin 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Sent: Monday, September 24, 2007 12:56 PM

Subject: RE: lessons from Leicester Cyclemagic for proposed Nottingham bike recycling centre

Hugh,

Just a thought, at the very recent national meeting of the Bike It team we had the Chairman of Cycling England (Phillip Darnton) address us.

He spoke about the plans and bid they have put into the Treasury to increase cycling. The plan for expanding Bike IT was actually supplied by me, but it is interesting that Cycling England are more than happy to run with it as the complete plan. The plan by Cycling England will bring a much larger budget to promote and encourage cycling. Part of that budget would be to allow a massive expansion of the Bike It Project

 

The funding would allow me to recruit to a total of eight officers and a supervisor to cover the whole of the East Midlands region. That would be 8 in total including the 2 existing (Derby and Leicester and the 3rd post soon to be in Lincoln). It could mean not one but two posts for Nottinghamshire. One would be for the City and I thought about a second post for the NW of the County, covering Mansfield and Sutton-in-Ashfield perhaps. 

 

We would need to be looking for partnership contributions to supplement the project and as usual we are seeking a contribution of up to 33% of the costs of each project which equates to around £20,000, or £15,000 plus office accommodation. Cycling England are reasonably confident they will be able to persuade the treasury of the economic and health benefits of the support to cycling. We may therefore be looking to recruit some posts fairly quickly, probably as soon as the new calendar year (alongside the recruiting we will be doing under the Active Travel Consortium funding from the Lottery.

 

I would very much appreciate a chance to talk to you about making this happen in Nottinghamshire and the City. How can we persuade the County Council and the City Council to support the investment in their cycling future?
Mike Madin
National Manager, Bike It
tel. 01332 242864, m: 07900 916428 

 

Cycle lockers at Phoenix Park NET Line One Terminus Park and Ride site: message of 3rd October from Andy Holdstock, NET Team to Cllr. Chris Baron, Chair, Greater Nottm LRT Advisory Committee:

“Greater Nottingham Light Rapid Transit Advisory Committee

Cycle Lockers at Phoenix Park and Ride Site

Further to the meeting of the Greater Nottingham Light Rapid Transit Advisory Committee of 11th September, I am writing to inform you of the current position regarding the proposal to install cycle lockers at Phoenix Park and Ride Site.

Following a survey of usage of the existing cycle lockers at Hucknall Park and Ride Site over the Summer, which showed that some of the lockers are used on a frequent basis, we consider that there would be a benefit in installing lockers at Phoenix Park and we are therefore proposing to submit a bid for Local Transport Plan funding to enable installation in the 2008/09 financial year.  We consider it extremely important however that any new infrastructure located in the park and ride site should be kept clean and maintained to a high standard, so as not to detract from other NET equipment.  The Concession Agreement for NET Line One requires that graffiti in park and ride sites is cleaned within 48 hours of it being reported; otherwise financial penalties can be imposed. We have noticed a build-up of graffiti on the Hucknall lockers (which are not the responsibility of the NET Concessionaire to maintain), which we would not want to see occurring at Phoenix Park, and it is also clearly essential that any damage is reported and repaired rapidly. 

Since the NET Concessionaire will not agree to maintain equipment that did not form part of their original contract, as this could impact on their performance in maintaining existing infrastructure, an alternative means of managing and funding the maintenance of the proposed cycle lockers is currently being investigated.  We will inform the Committee of any progress that has been made in this matter at the next meeting.
Regards, Andy Holdstock, 
NET Project Office”

Beeston Town Centre Action Plan comments
When I sent in the final version of these comments I passed on the idea of Pedals organising a local cycle tour, along the lines of our City ones last month. So far there has been no official response, although Pedals member and Broxtowe Councillor Steve Barber supports the idea!

Court Gardens, Compton Acres,  path blockage, West Bridgford

Still signs of much passing the buck between Rushcliffe BC and the County Council over just who is responsible for getting this sorted!

Pedals website revamp – update of 10 October from Larry Neylon:

“Hi Hugh,
I've done lots of work on your site and think that we are about ready to launch.

There are new links across the top including a contact form and a link to the old site.  When this is launched this will point to a copy of the current site so that if we think we are missing anything, or you need to reference the old site you can still link to it.

I've also done lots of formatting and testing of the site and hopefully everything that is on your current site will now be available on the new site.

Ideally I would like to launch the site next week.

What needs doing before the launch.
1. Tidy up news / Add some news stories
2. Add some more images.

Once launched I can continue tidying up the layout of some of the pages and doing further work.  I'll also catch up on the changes that you have sent through in the last month or so (or you can do them yourself).

A couple of weeks after launch I'll start doing the Search Engine Optimisation (SEO) to make sure that Google, etc are picking up the site correctly and then do a proper site launch and promotion.  This will involve contacting any organisations that might add a link to the site (to improve Search Engine rankings) and contacting anyone who might want to have a look at the site and start using the forums.

Longer term stuff to look into:
Maps - Adding google maps with routes, etc.
Google AdSense - Hopefully get some money into Pedals coppers.
Buy Online - Join and sell items online.

I'm away for a few days, but I thought I'd let you have a look and think before the next meeting so that you can decide whether you are happy for me to launch this next week.  If you've got any issues with the site as it is, then let me know and I'll get it sorted asap.
Regards, Larry.”

Any comments, please?

Larry has done a lot of hard work on this for which we should be very grateful.
4. Cycle facility and traffic management measures
proposed Broad Marsh redevelopment traffic management changes - impact on cyclists: my message of 24 Sept to Bob Bolus, City Council
“Bob

 Hayden Reed suggested I contact you for an update about the proposed traffic management changes in relation to the Broad Marsh redevelopment.

 

One particular point that Pedals is very anxious to ensure is addressed carefully, in the plans for introducing two-way working on all of Canal Street is that there is adequate space for cyclists alongside other vehicles, especially buses and other large vehicles. 
This need was overlooked in the detailed recent changes on Parliament Street, as part of the Turning Point, especially with the widening of the footways, resulting in a situation where, with the greatly increased numbers of buses, many cyclists now feel much more intimidated by having to ride close to such a large number of buses, with less chance to overtake them when they pull in to bus stops, etc. We are very keen to avoid a repetition of this situation in the Canal Street changes.

 

I might also mention that the need for careful attention to maintaining a safe dynamic envelope for cyclists, with the dimensions of this varying in different traffic situations, is much emphasised in the latest (draft) guidance from the DfT 'Cycling Infrastructure Design', which, as you may know, was published last month.

 

We are also keen to ensure that the opportunity is taken in the associated traffic management plans to try to ensure better arrangements for cyclists riding between the Broad Marsh / Station area and the rest of the city centre and the area to the north of it, with particular reference to improved north-south links both via Fletcher Gate etc. and via Maid Marian Way, as well as facilitating good cycle access to and from the proposed new bus/LRT interchange and the cycle lockers that we hope will be provided there.

 

We would very much welcome an opportunity please to discuss all these ideas at a meeting, at your convenience.

Hugh”

 

…and response by Bob Bolus, 25thSeptember:
“Hugh,
Thank you for your note. Detailed highway design associated with the Broad Marsh redevelopment is still at quite an early stage and will in fact be carried out by consultants
appointed by Westfield. Having said that, the Council will need to approve their design and we will ensure that the cycling needs are given appropriate attention.

I will pass on your comments to Westfield and make arrangements for a meeting with you, in due course. Liz Hiskens will attend from the Council.
Bob Bolus
(Major Transport Projects)
University Boulevard cycle path (Sustrans Route 6) - surface maintenance and lighting issues – my message of 26 Sept to Chris Carter, City Council:

“Chris

In a couple of our recent discussions on future cycling policy in the City you have referred to monitoring of cycle flows and mentioned that University Boulevard has easily the highest flows of any of your monitoring points.

 

In view of this popularity (and the fact the north side cycle path forms part of Sustrans Route 6) I wonder why maintenance appears to be given such a low priority, so that the surface condition now of that path, which was so smooth when first incorporated into Route 6 6-7 years ago, is now so much worse, with lots of loose gravel and other debris.

 

What makes this deterioration even more problematic for cyclists is that the excellent lighting along the central reservation of University Boulevard only partially illuminates the cycle paths, making such rough surfaces that much harder to see, even when the lighting is working properly which at present it is not, in the case of a substantial section about half way along the Boulevard.

 

Various people have now mentioned these problems and, for example, it cropped up in some comments made by visitors to the Pedals stall at The Big Day Out event last Saturday.

 

I know there are plans, as you have also mentioned, for a complete overhaul of street lighting in the city and very much hope that, in this particular case, the opportunity will be taken to ensure that the lighting of the cycle paths is as good as that on the carriageway so that cyclists no longer get the impression that they are being treated as second-class road users.

 

In the short-term I would also like to request please that far more effort be made to improve the surface (and to repair the faulty lights) as well as to ensure that maintenance inspections are carried out much more regularly in future.

Hugh”

…and response of 2 Oct from Keith Morgan, City Council:
“Keith

Thanks for your reply. I agree that the University Boulevard cycle paths are some of the best ones in the city and that maintenance is certainly not as bad as some. However, I am sure that there has been a deterioration in the excellent surface that was at first provided at the time, about 7 years ago, when the northside path was revamped (removing the old York stone paving slabs on the previously separate footway and merging the footway and cycle way as one wide shared path), as part of its inclusion in Sustrans National Cycle Network Route 6,  and this perception of deterioration is that much worse to people using the path after dark when, because of the relatively poor lighting, you cant see so clearly what things might be lying in the path and cause you to slip or fall, e.g. loose branches, twigs and stones, etc.

 

I am very pleased to know that you are considering 'piggy back' lighting at this location which, I agree, would be a very substantial improvement for everyone (pedestrians as well as cyclists) using this well-used route after dark.

Hugh”

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: <Keith.Morgan@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>

To: <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>

Cc: <chris.carter@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2007 2:54 PM

Subject: University Boulevard cycle path (Sustrans Route 6) - surface maintenance and lighting issues


> Hugh
> Following your email on the condition of University Boulevard I have spoken
> to Chris Keane who provided me with the following response. 
> 
> The inspection of the footway is 3 monthly and carriageway
> monthly on University Boulevard and following this any remedial works
> that are classified at intervention are addressed. Following
> discussions with the Area Inspector this is seen as one of the better
> cycle paths in the City and has very little maintenance issues. In terms
> of undertaking any major works to the cycle path this would have to be
> funded under Area Capital Fund programme and decided upon by Area
> Committee.
> 
> I personally use the north path of University Boulevard twice daily on my
> way to and from work and can see no problem with debris or the surfacing
> along that route. If I do notice any deterioration in its condition I will
> inform Chris Keane of this.
> 
> In terms of the lighting, all lighting in the City is to be renewed as part
> of the street lighting PFI. Improvements to the lighting along University
> Boulevard are to be considered and this is a possible location for a style
> of lighting known as piggy back lighting. This would allow the lighting
> columns that currently light the highway to also light the footpath via an
> additional bulb at the rear of the light.
> 
> I hope this satisfies your query if you require any additional information
> please feel free to get back to me.
> Kind Regards, Keith”

…comments from Angela Knight (4 Oct)

“Angela

Thanks for these very helpful detailed comments which I am passing on to the City Council.

 

It was the problems of debris towards the west end of the path that I was particularly aware of when I used that path after dark recently and perhaps I should have made that clear in my last message as well as passing on the comments about poor lighting that I have had from various people including someone who came along to the Pedals stall at The Big Day Out on the Saturday before last.

Hugh

----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Gilbert Angela" <Angela.Gilbert@nottingham.ac.uk>

To: "Hugh McClintock (Dell)" <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2007 3:25 PM

Subject: RE: University Boulevard cycle path (Sustrans Route 6) - surface maintenance and lighting issues

Hi Hugh,
Today I finally got around to cycling up and down the University
Boulevard cycle paths. The north side asphalt surface itself is still
pretty much perfect as far as I could see, although there is some debris
from the trees stuck to the surface towards the Beeston end which could
be dangerous and cause a skid under emergency braking so it could
benefit by a visit from one of those little sweeper vehicles that they
use in the city centre. 

On the other side of the road, the south side, there is a crack in the
surface which is most obvious towards the Beeston End. The crack is
pretty much continuous from the pedestrian crossing to a half-way point
between that crossing and the hockey club. The surface appears to be
compact with no loose debris other than leaves.

Regarding the lighting, as I mentioned in my earlier message there is a
row of trees between the path and the road which will shade the cycle
path from lighting which runs down the centre of the dual carriageway.
However, as the nights draw in and it gets dark earlier affecting peak
commuting time, nature obliges by making the leaves fall off the trees!
Cheers, Angie”

Driver abuse of cycle lanes: Woodborough Road etc. – my message of 4 October to Jenny Kukan & Caroline Stylaniou, City Council:

“Jenny / Caroline 

I forgot to mention in my previous message about driver abuse of cycle lanes that another very bad (and longstanding) example of this is the cycle lanes on Woodborough Road where, again, no one ever seems to do anything to prevent this. Could you also please get your colleagues in Parking Services and CPS to take action on this as well please?
Hugh
 

PS. On a related matter is it possible please to make some minor changes to the road closure at the Woodborough Road end of Bowers Avenue to facilitate and legalise cycle access? As you may know all access to this road is currently only possible from the Mapperley Road end, via Park Avenue, introduced many years ago with curb rat running and yet, unlike other similar situations never modified to make clear that cyclists can get through. Currently cyclists can get through the closure by going up on the pavement and then using the dropped kerb by the refuge on Woodborough Road but it would of course need only quite simple physical modifications to lower the kerb on the Bowers Avenue side (and with an 'except cycles' plate under the No Through Road sign at the Mapperley Road end of Park Avenue, to help make it legal and to reduce the risk now of cyclists making this manoeuvre running the risk of a £60 fixed penalty pavement for cycling on the footway!
…response from Caroline Stylaniou (4 Oct)
“Hugh

Leave it with me and I shall see if I can jolly the PA’s up a bit to see if they can pick some of this up.

Caroline Stylianou
Service Manager - Traffic Management & Development Control

Tel: (0115) 9156077    Fax (0115) 915 6591

growing abuse of cycle lanes at the junction of Crossgate Drive etc in The Meadows – exchange of messages between me and Jenny Kukan, Chris Carter and Caroline Stylaniou, City Council:

“Please see below

Jenny Kukan
-----Original Message-----
From: Caroline Stylianou [mailto:caroline.stylianou@nottinghamcity.gov.uk] 
Sent: 02 October 2007 12:22
To: 'Jenny Kukan'
Subject: RE: growing abuse of cycle lanes at the junction of Crossgate Drive etc in The Meadows
Jenny

I have past this on to Harry Black at parking services and Les Wilde at CPS to look at enforcement of the restrictions.

Caroline Stylianou

Service Manager - Traffic Management & Development Control

Tel: (0115) 9156077   I  Fax (0115) 915 6591
 
From: Jenny Kukan [mailto:jenny.kukan@nottinghamcity.gov.uk] 
Sent: 02 October 2007 12:17
To: 'Caroline Stylianou'
Subject: FW: growing abuse of cycle lanes at the junction of Crossgate Drive etc in The Meadows
Caroline,

Please can you read the emails below? I assume that the cycle lanes without restrictions down are advisory so vehicles can’t be ticketed. Is there anything else we can do?

Jenny Kukan
-----Original Message-----
From: Chris Carter [mailto:chris.carter@nottinghamcity.gov.uk] 
Sent: 02 October 2007 12:12
To: 'Jenny Kukan'
Subject: FW: growing abuse of cycle lanes at the junction of Crossgate Drive etc in The Meadows
 

Jenny

Can anything be done from a TM point of view?

Chris

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [mailto:Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com] 
Sent: 02 October 2007 11:45
To: Chris Carter
Cc: Stewart Thompson; Jenny Kukan
Subject: growing abuse of cycle lanes at the junction of Crossgate Drive etc in The Meadows
 

Chris

I have noticed in recent months that there is more and more abuse by drivers of the cycle lanes near the junction of Crossgate Drive and Meadows Way and Robin Hood Way in The Meadows with more and more drivers parking both on the bits with and without yellow lines and no-one apparently doing anything about it. It now poses more of a general safety problem as well, partially obstructing intervisibility at and near the junction.

 

On a previous occasion I raised this with the local Police Station who did not seem that interested. Is there anyone else, e.g. in Parking Services, that I can take this up with please?

Hugh”

 

Other City Council consultations: proposed Traffic Regulation Orders etc.:
These include (with deadlines for responses):-

· Arleston Drive, Wollaton (by 17 October)

· Ashburnham Avenue, Lenton (by 19th October)

· Bulwell Regeneration Scheme (26th October)

· Dabell Avenue, Bulwell (26 October)

· Riverside Way and Dunsill Drive (26 October)

Let me know asap if anyone wishes to see these letters and respond to them.*
PS. Riverside Way cycle way: my message of 9 Oct to Helen Richardson, City Council:

“Helen
 

Your consultation letter of 28 September (ref. TM/HR/Formal/TMP6652) reminds me of a related matter concerning the Riverside Way cycle route that I have been meaning to raise for some time and which needs attention please.
 

Although this cycleway was in general greatly improved as a result of its rebuilding as part of the Environment Agency's rebuilding of the floodwall about 1-2 years ago not enough attention was given to drainage of the new path, especially in the vicinity of the Riverside Way / Queen's Drive junction. The result is that after any significant rain part of the path suffers from ponding and, with any prolonged rain, the whole width of the path is affected.
 

This means that the only way cyclists have to get past is either to ride through and get them and their bikes splashed or else to ride up on the adjoining grass embankment to avoid the affected stretch. I remember noticing late last winter that the bottom of the adjoining grass embankment had got seriously worn, for about 8-10 metres, as a result of this drainage defect and cyclists diverting from the flooded path and then risk slipping and/or getting their bikes muddy!
 

It does see rather ironical that, in this respect at least, the improved flood defence measures have actually increased the risk of flooding as well as making the path often unusable for long periods for cyclists and pedestrians, particularly in winter or as we had for much of this summer. Could you and the Environment Agency please get this put right?
 

I would be quite happy to meet you or anyone else on site to provide further explanation about the problem, should you wish.
Yours sincerely, Hugh McClintock
Chairman, Pedals
Riverside Retail Park cycle cut-throughs – my message of 11 October to John Lee, City Council:

“John

The barriers trial yesterday afternoon on Silverdale Walk seemed to go very well and I look forward to the report on the lessons learned from the trial and the interviews with different path users.

 

As I mentioned to you when we met I was very pleased to see that the new upgraded cycle cut-through between the Birdcage Walk/Longwall Avenue cycle path and Rennie Hogg road in the Riverside retail park is now complete. I am sure that it will be very well-used, especially when several more signs have been erected to increase awareness of the new link from many different points in the wider area including Lenton Lane, the 'ng2' Business Park, Longwall Avenue and the Riverside Retail Park including the Tottle Road area.

 

I also mentioned to you the other longstanding Pedals proposal for a cut-through in this area which has not yet been taken up. This is the one to help provide more direct cycle movements into and out of the Riverside retail park from the east including The Meadows and the eastern part of the ng2 development via a cut-through at the west end of Crossgate Drive to Tottle Road etc. 

As you may know, a connection at this point was considered a few years ago as one of the options for the NET extension towards Clifton and Pedals did then hope, if that option was chosen, to get a new cycle link as part of the NET Plans. However, when a different option was chose, via Wilford and Silverdale, that suggestion for a cycle link was forgotten. It would be great if that too could now please be implemented after all. 

Like the new link at the top of Rennie Hogg Road it would help give a distinct advantage to cyclists (and pedestrians) by being much more direct so would also be likely to attract good usage and again, especially if well-signed at various points in the wider area.

Hugh

 

PS. The completion of the new Rennie Hogg Road may be of particular interest to cyclists in the new Bicycle User Group at the nearby King's Meadow Campus so you might wish to contact them (via Sally Hanford) to help promote it and invite feedback from users.”

 

Cycling in Newark & Sherwood map – message from Ed Ducker, Notts CC (27th Sept)

“Morning all.

Just a quick note to let you know the Newark cycling maps were delivered to me yesterday afternoon. If you would like any copies please let me know and please feel free to ask anyone else who may like some.

 

I will be distributing copies to libraries, cycle shops, tourist information centres, council offices etc along with people on our existing mailing listing over the next few days and a pdf version will soon be available to download from the cycling pages of the County Council website.

Regards, Ed Ducker
Cycling & Walking Officer
Policies & Standards Team (Highways)
Communities
Nottinghamshire County Council
(0115) 977 4585”

A direct link to the map is at: http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/newarkcycleguide.pdf or link to the NCC cycling publications page at: http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/home/traffic_and_travel/traffictravel-cycling/cyclemapsandpublications.htm
Kimberley Transport Study – letter of 28th September from Paul Hillier, Notts CC:

The letter gives details of a public exhibition in Kimberley Library from 8-13 October, including Saturday 13 October form 10.00-12.30 and there is also information on the County Council website at: 

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/home/traffic_and_travel/strategy-policy/transportstudies/kimberleystudy.htm
Frankly, I doubt if we have enough (interested) local members in the area, or enough other local knowledge between us, to make a reasonable informed response to this consultation but, if anyone does have any comments, please let me have them in time to make a submission  by the 31 October deadline.

Re: Safe Cycle Routes - Living Legend Network – message of 2 October from Jonathan Ball and my reply:
“Jonathan 

Thanks for bringing this to my attention, via Susan Young.

 

Although I am very much aware of the Living Legend Project and, in general, of the proposed cycle routes in it, Pedals has not in fact been involved in planning any of these routes. Our focus is on the south of the county, especially the Greater Nottingham area (unlike that of the Notts District Association of the CTC) which gives us more than enough to devote our attention to!

 

However, we do take some general interest in the rest of the county so I will raise this matter at our next monthly meeting, on Monday 15th October

best wishes, Hugh

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Young Susan 

To: Ball Jonathan 

Cc: Hugh 

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2007 12:21 PM

Subject: RE: Safe Cycle Routes

Jonathan
Thanks for letting us know about this. I have copied in Hugh McClintock, Pedals chair, in so we can discuss it at the next Pedals meeting to see if anyone knows this area. 

We will also pass your comments onto anyone else we think may be able to help, and, of course, keep you informed of any help we can give.

Regards, Susan”



From: Ball Jonathan [mailto:Jonathan.Ball@nottingham.ac.uk]
Sent: Fri 28/09/2007 15:44
To: Susan.Young@nottingham.ac.uk
Subject: Safe Cycle Routes

Hi Susan
I contact you not as a UoN colleague, but on a cycling matter - I hope
you don't mind

I know that Pedals have been involved in the planning of the various
Sherwood Access Network and Living Legend Cycle Routes.

However, you are probably unaware that one of the proposed routes will
place cyclists in grave danger.

The following website provides an overview of some of the problems
experienced at one such trouble spot: http://www.rufford.info

The website was created by Rufford Lane residents, who on the whole are
very supportive of the lane being used as part of the cycle routes, but
only if traffic problems are effectively tackled.

I am sure that your organisation would not support use of a dangerous
country lane, therefore you may wish to contact NCC and the Living
Legends team to flag these concerns. We have tried to get this remedied,
but our (residents and parish council) words fall on deaf ears!

Any one of us would be happy to discuss these issues with you or another
member of the PEDALS group.
Cheers, Jonathan”

…comments from Andrew Jee, Notts CC:
“Andrew
Thanks for the update which I shall report to the next Pedals meeting, on Monday 15th.
Hugh 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Andrew Jee 

To: Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com 

Cc: Stephen Jones ; Peter Jarman ; Paul Hillier ; Helen R North ; Edward Ducker ; Susan.Young@nottingham.ac.uk ; Jonathon.Ball@nottingham.ac.uk ; Faye Booker 

Sent: Monday, October 08, 2007 10:48 AM

Subject: Sherwood Cycle Routes

Hugh,

The sections of the proposed Sherwood Cycle Network that are on public roads will all be created in accordance with current best practice and have to satisfy the appropriate requirements of the  cycle design guide. They will as part of this process be surveyed by this Authorities Highways Departments Accident Investigation Unit and will only be developed if a suitable scheme can be designed.

The website that you have seen may raise some relevant issues and they will not be ignored, however having looked at the site it also has significant inaccuracies and could be quite misleading. Unfortunately the originator(s) have not published contact details and so whilst I am trying to find out who is responsible for the site, so that I can give them correct, accurate and up to date details of the proposed routes, I may not be able to assist them in making their site more informative.

I will be happy to forward any information to you that might assist you in updating your members on the proposals and would also be prepared to meet members and answer questions directly if you or they wish.

regards,

Andy Jee.

recreational routes officer.

01623 825491” 

…and further comments from Jonathan Ball:
“Dear Andy

Thank you very much for copying me into your email, and for sparing the time to discuss these issues.

 

The website (http://www.rufford.info) was put together by several Rufford Lane residents. I have checked the email link (contact us with your views link) you refer to not working and it worked fine for a test email I just sent - perhaps it is your local setup that is not allowing this link. You can email your views using the address views@rufford.info
 

The web site developers would very much welcome feedback, and if there are any  inaccuracies we would be happy to correct them. The web team have worked very hard to ensure that the site is a true refection of the current situation and the inaccuracies you spoke about on the phone (the maps of the networks) are links direct out to the living legends website - so that site needs updating.

 

I will however, pass on your comments re. that you do not think the site supports the development of the networks - this is definitively not the case - and I am sure that a simple statement of support can be inserted into the introductory paragraph of this website.

 

We fully appreciate that these initiatives are the best chance we have of getting something positive done to tackle the traffic problems on Rufford Lane (now the domain of white van and Mondeo man), that was the primary reason for developing the site! However, we hope it has an impact wider than the Living Legends bid - one that will provoke some inward thought by NCC on whether or not current rural road traffic management benefits vulnerable road users.

 

I for one, wish you luck with the development of effective, but most of all SAFE walking, cycling and horse riding networks!

Best wishes, Jonathan”

5. Finance

Susan Young to report.

6. Autumn Newsletter 

The finalised proofs should be sent off by the end of today (Thursday) to Novaprint for printing. All being well (a big IF, depending on labels and subs renewal re-reminders being ready!) I would hope to have this back for a stuffing and dispatch session on Wed. 24th October, just after I am back from being away in Dorset on holiday for a couple of days from 19th to 23rd and before I have to be in London from Thursday (18th) afternoon and for all of Friday (and assuming that John Wilson, our regular stuffing and dispatch session helper can make that date).

I am very much aware that the whole newsletter production and dispatch session is very protracted, for a number of reasons which are mostly rather hard to avoid unless we want to spend a lot more money to get the artwork production process done much more quickly and efficiently. However, we don’t have the money for that so could only do it by cutting back drastically on the length!
7. Forthcoming events / meetings
Items to raise at Notts. CC Highways South Cycle Working Group meeting on a.m. of 31 October.

Please let me have any suggestions for matters to raise at this next quarterly liaison meeting with the County Council (which, incidentally, is the morning of the same day as the next Greater Nottingham Cycling Development Group meeting chaired by Gary Smerdon-White at the City Council.)

One particular I want to raise (by way of a reminder) is the need for the County Council to ensure they have Local Transport Plan funding allocated to ensure the new paths alongside the tram extensions, between Wilford and Silverdale, and between Bramcote Lane and Toton Lane, are developed as proper cycle paths, in conjunction with the new tram lines, and not just as footpaths, as now proposed.

Cycle Campaigns Network / CTC Autumn campaigners conference, Oxford, 16-17 November:

“Bookings are now open for the autumn CCN/CTC conference in Oxford on 16th/17th November.

For the first time it's a two-day event, with the usual Saturday conference ('Cycling for the climate') preceded on the Friday by a 'Best Practice' seminar addressed particularly at local government officers and representatives. Also, on Friday evening there's a debate about the future of cycle campaigning. You can book for any or all of these events.

To book visit http://www.cyclenetwork.org.uk/conference/booking.php

For details of the agendas, visit http://www.cyclenetwork.org.uk/conferences/conferences.html.
We need to decide who is able and wants go, bearing in mind that, as we have agreed in principle to host this event in Spring 2009 (to help mark Pedals 30th birthday) it would be useful if a good variety of people by then have some experience of what is entailed in running the event.

I can make the main event on the Saturday but am unlikely to be able to get to the seminar on the Friday including the proposed debate on the future of cycle campaigning in which it would b e good for Pedals to be represented.  Who else is interested in attending any of the events please?**
Late autumn Notts CC Rural Rides Feedback cum Christmas Social and 2008 Programme planning meeting
I have been chasing Pete Jarman at the County Council for a date for this year’s meeting at County Hall.

Before that meeting, as I mentioned last month, we need to think carefully about just how much, if any, of our pre-meeting Mini-rides to retain next year (from April to August), to allow more possible time for speakers, etc.

Suggestions for 2008 events from Graham Hubbard (Ridewise) and Andrew Martin:

“Hello Hugh
Here is a list of points following a meeting I had with Graham last week. Graham's idea is to have a morning Guided Ride (Rural/Urban) on the first Saturday in June, promoting health, personal transport and environmental issues and finishing at Sumac Centre for a buffet lunch. 

Afternoon activities could include Dr Bike/bike maintenance lessons, leaflets and other info exchange e.g. CTC, Sustrans, Ridewise, Pedals, The Big Wheel, Trams and Trains, Pedal 
Express. I would like the event to be a 'Bike Festival' celebrating different aspects of cycling which could benefit Sumac Centre with attracting new faces and spreading our good name.

Do you have any initial thoughts to help with the decision-making. These are first draft ideas, and possibly worth a mention on the next agenda...?
See you at The Globe
Andrew”

…and response from Graham Hubbard in response to my comments of 9 Oct:
“This is an event that is designed not to clash with the abundance of brilliant cycle events during the end of June bike week hence being at the beginning of June, secondly the 'health' element is lower key than that of the 'Cycle for Health' project and is merely an inherent element of the 
event thus I want to keep things as simple and straight forward as possible and not get too many parties involved, i.e. a typical "Rural Ride" type of event
Thanks
Graham Hubbard
----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Hugh McClintock (Dell)" <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>
To: <andrew@veggies.org.uk>
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2007 11:03 AM
Subject: Re: (Fwd) proposed RW/Sumac cycling events for 2008

> Andrew / Graham
> A few thoughts on these interesting ideas, before we discuss them further 
> at the Pedals meeting next Monday:-
>
> - any event focusing on health should in some way be linked to the new 
> Nottingham PCT / Cycling England CHIPPs cycling and health project 
> developed by Helen Ross and Nick Cavill of Cycling England and soon 
> hopefully to be publicly announced (Helen will be coming along to the 
> Pedals meeting in February to discuss this in detail).
>
> - There is lots happening in June, nationally and locally, with Bike Week, 
> the GNBR, Wheely Good Breakfast etc. so make sure any further events are 
> coordinated with these and with The Big Wheel, the Notts CC Rural Rides 
> Programme, Greenweeks etc.
> Hugh


Possible Mountain biking community event in 2008: message of 2 Oct from Tom Geraghty and my response:
“Tom

Thanks for this message.  I was interested to hear about your plans and will mention this at the next Pedals meeting, on Monday 15th October.

Hugh

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Tom 

To: Edward.Ducker@Nottscc.gov.uk 

Cc: info@ridewise.org.uk ; Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com ; gill.grievson@nottscc.gov.uk ; vicky.hudson@nottscc.gov.uk 

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2007 3:43 PM

Subject: Mountain biking community event

Hi,
I wasn't entirely sure who to address this to, so I've chosen a few contacts found through the Nottingham city council web site. If this is of no relevance to you, please accept my apologies.

I am a fairly active mountain biker, and live in Sneinton, Nottingham. While considering some ideas for next year's Sneinton festival, I had the idea of organising a short course mountain bike race in Colwick woods. It would be a great way of introducing the local youth to an easily accessible and fun sport, while encouraging more people to use Colwick woods for recreation. It also has the potential to raise some charity money (which I imagine could go back into the community, or to provide cash for conservation work in the woods themselves). There are a number of people and companies that I'm aware of who may be interested in sponsoring such an event, if desired. 

Having had no experience of organising such events (though I have entered many mountain bike races of varying formats), I'm not sure about who to approach for permission and help, or whether it is even possible to hold such an event.

I would greatly appreciate any help, information, or names of people that would be worth contacting.
Yours faithfully,
Tom Geraghty
07779 227087”

…response of 2 October from John Lee, City Council:
“Hugh 

This is something that in would like to promote, either at the woods or at Colwick Park or both sites and perhaps include Sneinton Greenway (improvements works are already underway) 

Ill need to discuss with the parks development officers and nature conservation officers as Colwick Woods is a LNR but can’t see this as a major problem as long as they stick to the designated paths (although they all have footpath status in the woods) 

Regards, John
Exchange of messages with Tom Geraghty and the City Council (John Lee and Jenni French) about his proposed Mountain Bike Community Event in Colwick Woods in 2008:

“From: tom.geraghty@yahoo.co.uk 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2007 11:02 AM

Subject: Re: Mountain biking community event proposal for 2008

Hugh,
Sorry to bother you yet again! I've spoken to Jenni, and she has asked for a detailed proposal of the event, which I’m putting together. She has a few concerns, some environmental, some health and safety, and some simple logistical concerns. 

I can manage the proposal by myself, though if you do happen to know of anyone who has organised similar events, and/or who is keen to help (potentially) with this one, I'd love to hear from them!
Thanks, Tom

mobile: 07779227087
----- Original Message ----
From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>
To: jenni.french@nottinghamcity.gov.uk; tom.geraghty@yahoo.co.uk
Cc: John Lee <john.lee@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>; Paul Owen (LS) <paul.owen@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>
Sent: Wednesday, October 3, 2007 4:29:32 PM
Subject: Re: Mountain biking community event proposal for 2008

Jenni

Thanks for this.

Over to you Tom to arrange a meeting with Jenni.

Hugh

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Jenni French 

To: 'Hugh McClintock (Dell)' ; tom.geraghty@yahoo.co.uk 

Cc: 'John Lee' ; Paul Owen (LS) 

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2007 4:24 PM

Subject: RE: Mountain biking community event proposal for 2008

Hugh/Tom


I would be grateful if you could forward a copy of your proposal to me at the City Council. We have a number of issues and concerns that we need clarification on before we could sanction any event on one of our sites. We would be happy to talk to you in more detail about it and would be grateful if you could give me a ring to set up a meeting. Although we like to have events on our sites Colwick Woods is a Local Nature Reserve and therefore we need to ensure that the event is in keeping with the sites aims and objectives. In addition depending on what the event is and what it entails there may be a cost associated with using the Council sites.

 

Please don’t hesitate to give me a ring to set up a meeting or have a chat in more detail.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Regards, Jenni

Jenni French
Senior Nature Conservation Officer
Nottingham City Council
Tel: 0115 9152710

Mob: 07949 060 687

jenni.french@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [mailto:Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com] 
Sent: 03 October 2007 15:47
To: tom.geraghty@yahoo.co.uk
Cc: Jenni French; Peter Jarman; Neil Lewis; John Lee
Subject: Re: Mountain biking community event proposal for 2008

Tom

Thanks for this. I suggest that from now on you liaise with John Lee about your detailed plans but do keep us in Pedals informed.

 

And if you want to get details of your event in the County Council's Rural Rides programme for 2008 (going to press in January, probably) get in touch with Peter Jarman and/or Neil Lewis at the County Council, to both of whom I am copying this message (as well as John Lee).

Hugh

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: tom.geraghty@yahoo.co.uk 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2007 2:44 PM

Subject: Re: Mountain biking community event proposal for 2008

 

Hugh,
Thanks very much indeed for taking such an interest. If you need to know anything else, or wish to simply discuss it further, please feel free to email me.
Also, just seeing John Lee's comment below, I feel bound to mention that I believe there is at least one bridleway through Colwick woods to the East, though I would optimistically hope that there may be the possibility of a single day's permissive cycling access on the footpaths for the event itself, unless there were serious objections.
Thanks again,
Tom Geraghty

----- Original Message ----
From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>
To: John Lee <john.lee@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>
Cc: Stewart Thompson <stewart.thompson@nottinghamcity.gov.uk>; jenni.french@nottinghamcity.gov.uk; paul.owen@nottinghamcity.gov.uk; Tom Geraghty <tom.geraghty@yahoo.co.uk>
Sent: Tuesday, October 2, 2007 11:20:49 PM
Subject: Re: Mountain biking community event proposal for 2008

John

 Thanks for your interest in taking this up which I am passing on to Tom Geraghty.

Hugh

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: John Lee 

To: 'Hugh McClintock (Dell)' 

Cc: jenni.french@nottinghamcity.gov.uk ; paul.owen@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2007 5:16 PM

Subject: RE: Mountain biking community event proposal for 2008

 

Hugh 

This is something that in would like to promote, either at the woods or at Colwick Park or both sites and perhaps include Sneinton Greenway (improvements works are already underway) 

 

Ill need to discuss with the parks development officers and nature conservation officers as Colwick Woods is a LNR but can’t see this as a major problem as long as they stick to the designated paths (although they all have footpath status in the woods) 

 

Jenny/Paul – any in principal comments at this stage???

Regards, John Lee
Senior Rights of Way Officer
Traffic Management
Environment and Regeneration
Tel: 0115 9156078
Fax: 0115 9156150”

8. Miscellaneous items:

Message of 28th September from Nick Moss:

“I have a new job in Newcastle upon Tyne and shall be going up there 29th October”. I have sent Nick a message wishing him all the best for his move. Perhaps we should also send him a card?*
Another incident with an errant cyclist; message of 29th September from Paul Hill:

“Hugh

This afternoon as I was heading towards Wollaton Park having crossed Aspley Lane from Melbourne Road - and just entered Robins Wood Road when an adult cyclist who I was riding at high speed on the pavement I believe he is in his 50s - veered left and straight out into oncoming traffic. i.e. myself on a pushbike into Robins Wood road - at which point I shouted to him to "Look Out" and when I politely confronted him about his behaviour, i.e. with me telling him that he had pulled out in front of me without stopping or looking all I got in return was the F word and a the V sign.  
So I said back Charmed I'm sure, to which he replied with the words "you what?" and more of the F word and the V sign before he disappeared into Aspley Wood Drive.   I have never been so insulted in all my life.  

 

I was astounded and gobsmacked that another cyclist of this guy's age could be such a bully and behave aggressively to fellow cyclists when he is one himself.    He really should have known better than to treat other road users in this aggressive tone. He treated me as if I was the one who is in the wrong and should not have been on the road. 

Feel free to raise this issue at one of the meetings. 

Regards, Paul Hill”

…and second incident report by Paul Hill (29th Sept)

“Hugh

Thank you for your reply and offering to put to the meeting on the 15th.  It will be interesting to hear the comments from Pedals members on this and the next issue involving another cyclist which happened a few weeks back which I don't think I reported to Pedals at the time

 

It was he middle of the afternoon and I was returning back from the city centre and was heading northbound over the cycle crossing on Abbey Street in the direction of the QMC - I remember it well as a car bound for the city had stopped at the crossing, I had almost reached the top end of the crossing when suddenly out of the blue a cyclist appeared on the nearside kerb swung right towards Priory Street at Dunkirk cutting me up on the crossing in the process.   

 

There is no wonder that so many people are complaining about cyclists not acting within the law - it is easy to see why when you get idiots like the two I have highlighted.    Its folks like the two mentioned who give the cycling public a really bad name. 


What really annoys me is that all cyclists (even the law-abiding ones like myself) are being tarred with the same brush by many members of the public as can be seen from the letters in the Evening Post, and I would guess that the cyclist who swore at me today would be the first to complain if he was involved in an incident i.e. being cut up by another cyclist or a motorist even, and try to blame them for his lack of highway code skills when out on the road.

Best regards, Paul”

Any comments, please?*

 

Hugh, 11.10.07
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