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SPEAKERS BIO NOTES
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Professor John Whitelegg BA PhD FRSA LLB

j.whitelegg@btinternet.com
short version:

John is a staff member of the Stockholm Environment Institute (a global science policy research institute)  and concentrates on transport policy, sustainable transport and low carbon futures.  He is also a visiting professor of sustainable transport at Liverpool John Moores University and the editor of the journal World Transport Policy and Practice.  He has worked on transport problems in most parts of the world including three years as a staff member of the Ministry of Transport in Düsseldorf, advising the State of Victoria in Australia on active travel, cycle rickshaws in Kolkata/Calcutta and advising the Chinese government on cycling in Beijing.  He is the sustainable transport adviser to the Lancaster cycling demonstration town project and a Green Party city councillor in Lancaster.
Full version:

John is 59 years old and started his career as an economic development officer in the Outer Hebrides.  Since then he has worked mainly at Lancaster University but also for three years at ILS in Dortmund (part of   the Ministry of Urban Development, Housing and Traffic in Dusseldorf, Germany), as a visiting Professor of Transport at Roskilde University in Denmark and in India where he made a special study of non-motorised transport.

John is the Managing Director of Eco-Logica Ltd, a transport consultancy based in Lancaster. He also has 2 academic appointments:

1. Visiting Professor of Sustainable Transport at Liverpool John Moores University

2. Professor in the Department of Biology at York University and at the Stockholm Environment Institute, University of York

John has recently added a law degree to his qualifications and is researching the legal implications of a shift to low carbon procurement, local sourcing and the interaction between human rights and environmental quality.

John left Lancaster University in 1993 to set up his own company, Eco-Logica Ltd, a Lancaster-based consultancy specialising in sustainable transport, environmental audit and review, life cycle analysis and corporate environmental strategies. From 1990 until 1993 John was Head of Department of Geography at Lancaster University and Director of the University's Environmental Epidemiology Research Unit. This unit carried out extensive research on the links between traffic levels and illness, demonstrating a statistically significant relationship between high traffic volumes and high levels of illness. 
He has written eight books and over 50 papers on transport and environment topics.  His books include "Transport for a sustainable future: the case for Europe" published by Wiley in 1993 and "Traffic Congestion: is there a way out?  published by Leading Edge Press in 1992.  "Critical Mass: transport, environment and society in the 21st Century was published in October 1997, "Greening the Built Environment" (Earthscan, London) in 1998 and the Earthscan Reader in World Transport Policy and Practice (2003).

John is Founding Editor of the journal "World Transport Policy and Practice” and has acted as a consultant to the government of Australia and governments and community groups in Israel, India, Sweden, Denmark, Romania, Slovenia and Poland.  He also works with community groups in Calcutta on air pollution and transport and has advised the State government of West Bengal   to retain and expand the tram system and to retain cycle rickshaws and hand pulled rickshaws as an alternative to new road construction.  John has worked in detail on alternatives to some of Britain's largest road schemes (e.g. the Birmingham Northern Relief Road) and on large scale infrastructure projects overseas e.g. the Oresund Bridge linking Sweden with Denmark, Trans European Road Networks and the Trans -Israeli Highway.  In 2005 he completed a project on sustainable development in China with recommendations to government on sustainable resource use and taxation.

John has worked for a large number of private and public sector clients on environmental and transport strategies.  They include British Airways, BICC Cables Ltd, Surrey County Council, Countryside Commission/Agency, Scottish Homes and Pfizer Ltd.  
He has been a consultant to the former DGXI in the European Commission in Brussels on the implementation of environmental strategies in small and medium sized enterprises and on environmental strategies in road freight transport and in the design of the 6th Environmental Action Programme for the European Union.  
He has produced commuter strategies and transport plans for Derriford Hospital in Plymouth, Chase Farm Hospital in Enfield, Wrexham Maelor Hospital, Surrey County Council (County Hall), Guildford Borough Council and Riverside NHS Trust in central London.  Current projects include transport strategies for Surrey County Council, car-free tourism strategies for East Sussex County Council and Harewood Hall (Leeds) and a countryside transport strategy for Durham County Council.  He has produced transport plans for Swindon Borough Council, Guildford Borough Council and Derby City Council.   
More recently he has worked as a consultant for the Social Exclusion Unit (Cabinet Office) in preparing the report:  "Making the Connections:  transport and social exclusion" and has carried out one of the first residential travel plans in the country for a 40 storey residential tower block on Liverpool’s waterfront.

John has worked on freight transport and logistics projects including four reports

· Freight, transport, logistics and sustainable development

· Driven to distraction:  towards a new start for freight transport

· The London food hub:  creating a sustainable local food supply system for London

· A guide to best practice on freight transport for the European Commission

Most recently (April 2007) John has completed a study on the carbon burdens associated with the European Parliament and recommended the end of the monthly migration of Parliament between Brussels and Strasbourg.  This is unnecessary travel and would “save” 20,000 tonnes of CO2 pa.

Murat Basaran – Cycling for health project manager, Ridewise 


Spent the previous eight years setting up and running a successful high profile complementary health centre in Cambridge city centre. Looking for new opportunities in Nottingham and motivated by community health promotion initiatives, he started managing the CfH pilot project in February 2008 and is currently working on the phase two extension bid after excellent partnership work and team results provided additional funding opportunities from Cycling England.

OTHER MAIN SPEAKERS:
Don Mathew

Retired in July after more than 30 years as a campaigner with Friends of the Earth, CTC and Sustrans, etc.
Gary Smerdon-White, Great Nottingham Transport Partnership 

Chair and advisor to GNTP with experience in a range of activity helping individuals, public and private organisations and communities to introduce change. Transport projects in Greater Nottingham include helping establish GNTP and its innovative integrated transport marketing and communications programme, The BigWheel, Travel Planning, the Cycling Development Group and the Respect for Transport Campaign. 

Plays an active role in the local business community.  Past President of Nottinghamshire Chamber and Chairs Ridewise - a social enterprise providing cycle training locally and also the new art centre, Nottingham Contemporary, opening the same weekend as the cycle campaigners conference!
Councillor Jane Urquhart 

was first elected to Nottingham City Council in 2000. She has been involved with the development of the Tram network since that time, and is now Portfolio Holder for Transport and Area Working. 

Cllr Urquhart’s interest in transport issues goes back to her childhood however, as she recalls being taken to visit road construction schemes by her father who was a local authority Highway engineer. She has cycled since school days and currently is both a cycle commuter in Nottingham and also cycles for pleasure with her 2 young children.
PANEL SPEAKERS
Dr. Paul Salveson, MBE, 


Paul is Head of Government and Community Strategies, Northern Rail

Paul was featured as the ‘Cycling Personality of the Month’ in the Cycling England website in January 2009 – see 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/cyclingengland/2009/01/personality-of-the-month-paul-salveson-northern-rail/
Emma Shibli

Emma is the transport planner for walking and cycling at Gloucestershire County Council. In 2008 Tewkesbury was successful in securing a £1.2 million bid to the Dept of Health Healthy Towns Fund. Emma Shibli is overseeing the delivery of 7 of the active travel projects to be funded through this, in a partnership between the PCT, Gloucestershire County Council, Tewkesbury Borough Council, the University of Gloucestershire and the Gloucestershire Development Agency. 


In addition Emma also covers all aspects of planning for walking and cycling in Gloucestershire, including input into the Local Transport Plan and developing local guidance on cycling infrastructure.

Thomas Stokell, Managing Director. Challenge for Change

Thomas is a social marketer who specialises in developing behavioural change interventions that encourage more people to cycle. He established Challenge for Change in 2007 in order to bring in and roll out the 'Workplace Cycle Challenge' programme in the UK and Continental Europe. 

Thomas has eight years experience in social marketing and cycle promotion.  He piloted New Zealand's first 'Workplace Cycle Challenge' in 2002 while working on New Zealand's national cycle promotion brand (Bike Wise) and he ran Challenge programme successfully for 5 years.  

He was a finalist in the 2007 New Zealand Marketing Awards as a result of the success of the Challenge marketing campaign he designed and managed. He developed other cycling programmes including the 'Mayoral Challenge’, which won “Best Cycling Promotion” in the 2007 New Zealand Cycling Awards. He was also the national coordinator of Bike Week in New Zealand for three years.  
He has a BCA in Marketing from Victoria University of Wellington. He also tutored and lectured in social marketing at Victoria University later in his professional life.
Since moving to the UK in early 2007 he has lead the Challenge for Change team in the implementation of eight Cycle Challenge programmes in towns across the UK. Challenge for Change are also running Cycle Challenge programmes in Australia and New Zealand.

Rosie Tharp

Is the Community Cycling Officer, London Cycling Campaign (LCC), Rosie Tharp LCC in 2007. Rosie is responsible for overseeing project delivery of community cycling projects and managing the Community Cycling Fund for London budget of £200,000 a year. Rosie has a special interest in bike recycling and all ability cycling.
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