AGENDA FOR PEDALS MONTHLY MEETING: 

7.30 p.m. on 
Monday 15 February 2010

in the upper room of The Globe PH, 
152 London Road, NG2 3BQ (between London Road and Meadows Way, on corner with Ryehill Street,
 just north of Trent Bridge)
We could do with some up to date photos of Pedals meetings to go on our website so I have asked Peter Osborne and Dave Clark to bring along cameras to give me a selection from which to choose some suitable ones! 

Please therefore be prepared to smile to help give the impression that our meetings our always thoroughly enjoyable and interesting events!

AGENDA

1. Welcome, and apologies for absence, and including brief introductions!
2. Minutes of the Pedals Meeting of Monday 18 January 2010 and matters arising / update

· Message from Joanna Ward, Sustrans / Cycling England U-Cycle Project Director following the discussion with her at the Pedals meeting on 18 Jan

· Cycling in the snow and possible Pedals use of Twitter and Facebook, etc.

· Neglect of provision for cyclists in the Highways Agency’s plans for the A52 Bramcote-QMC capacity improvement proposals

· Brief report on Greater Nottm Cycling Development Group (CDG) meeting of 15 Feb (afternoon)
· Autumn conference follow-up: proposed local Workplace Cycle Challenge scheme: 
· Proposed Secure Bike Compound in the old Milk Dock area off Station Street at Nottingham Station: update from Keith Morgan, City Council (and brief report on 2010 National Cycle Rail Awards Ceremony)
· Proposed upgrading of north bank riverside path near Sat Bains between Clifton Bridge and Grove Farm.

· Wilford Suspension Bridge repair work and reopening saga, and long-term right of way status
· Update on efforts to get improved lighting on south bank riverside path between the Wilford Suspension Bridge and Wilford past Rivermead Flats, West Bridgford

· Update on efforts to get improvements to south bank riverside path between Trentside, West Bridgford and the NWSC, Holme Pierrepont and related correspondence re alignment of route by the Nottm Sailing Club: 
· strategic and local cycle route direction sign improvements in Rushcliffe Borough including the new routes in the Gresham Park area between West Bridgford and Wilford: follow-up to discussions last Spring with Clive Wood, Notts CC
3. Finance (Chris Gardner / Susan Young to report)

· including discussion of how best to raise funds from the sale of 3 quality saddles and 2 seat posts donated to Pedals by John Rhodes
4. Forthcoming events / meetings

Pedals meetings

· Special meeting on Wed 17 Feb. to discuss new structure for Pedals from the AGM on 15 March (c.f. message circulated on 8 Jan)

· Publicity for 15 March AGM and possible refreshments.
· Possible themes / speakers for Pedals meetings from April

Other meetings / events
· Possible Spring/summer 2010 to discuss the future of the East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum
· 19 Feb Meeting to discuss FHA Bike Club proposed Community Rides.
· 23 Feb City Council meeting (Breakfast briefing for stakeholders) to discuss Greater Nottm Core Strategies, Park Plaza, Maid Marian Way (8.30-10.30)
· Mon 8 March: request for Pedals stall at Nottm Univ. Cycling Awareness-raising event
· Nottingham PCT Cycling for Health Project Staff launch (and possible Pedals display), Thurs. 18 March
· West Bridgford Greening Campaign launch event, Becket School, including guided rides, 11am-1pm, Sat. 20 March
· Transition Sherwood and Mapperley Cycling Roadshow, The Place, Sherwood, 10am-2pm, Sat. 27 March

· Sat 17 April: Spring CTC-Cyclenation campaigners’ conference, Portsmouth.

· Updating Pedals display contents and finding the missing mini-boards!
5.  Possible Rushcliffe Local Environmental Partnership funding for Green Travel initiative

6. Cycle facility and traffic management matters

· Strelley Commuter cycling corridor improvement: update from Steve Brewer
· Safety of cyclists on Middleton Boulevard: message from Angie Gilbert

· Main Road, Wilford: improving the Wilford end of the Clifton Lane cycle path

· ASL abuse by bus drivers: further contacts for reporting details of incidents
· Revising the first draft of Pedals wish list for Nottingham, with suggestions categorised by ward boundary.
· Cycle parking at New Art Exchange: exchange of messages with Andrew Martin
· Apparently minor matters, e.g. Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultations 

7. Miscellaneous items

· Pedals comments on the Draft Rushcliffe Climate Change Strategy

· Cyclenation Board Membership: Andrew Martin
· Keeping Pedals members email details up to date

· Message of 9 Feb from John Stuart Clark re give away bike mags

· Thanks from Roger Williams for Pedals role in publicising The Bike Song.

8. Any other business

(15-minute break)
9. Discussion (in 2 (-3) small break-out groups) on

· Ways of raising Pedals profile and who might take these forward

· A specific Pedals campaign to improve the quantity and quality of cycle parking at shops, as proposed by Peter Briggs, including a possible ‘cyclists’ supermarket trolley dash’, etc.

BACKGROUND NOTES (including extracts from some relevant emails)

* means feedback especially wanted please

** means help please!

1. Welcome, and apologies for absence, and including brief introductions!
Apologies for absence from

Mara Ozolins, Alison Russell, John Wilson,

2. Minutes of the Pedals Meeting held on 18th January 2010 at The Globe.

Present: Hugh McClintock, Peter Osborne, David Miller, Susan Young, David Clark, Chris Gardner, Terry Scott, Elizabeth Kirk, Peter Briggs, Andrew Househan, John Bannister, Andrew Martin, Eve Parker, Roger Codling, Arthur Williams, Hilary Backhouse, Roland Backhouse, Lynne Booth, David Earnshaw, Julian Bentley and Joanna Ward (Sustrans)

Apologies for absence: Coral Simpson, Malcolm Kennerley, Martin Quarton and Roy Wilson.

Sustrans Ucycle Project Presentation. Joanna Ward (Sustrans Project Manager) gave a presentation on the Ucycle Nottingham project. This is a three year project which began in October 2009. Its chief aim is to promote cycling at the two universities and at QMC. It is aimed at staff, students and visitors and it has funding in excess of £3 million. More details can be found on the Pedals website.   This was followed by a discussion largely on how Pedals may assist the project.

Finance. Susan reported that there is £258 in a Lloyds account, £2781 in a CoOp account and £700 in a Paypal account. In 2009 £500 was received from shop sales of City County Forest. There are 900 CCF books still to sell. Susan is chasing up invoices from the conference, so it cannot be known how much money was made until all invoices have been received / paid.

Wilford Suspension Bridge. This may be opened on February 5th, although a delay is still possible. Could a cavalcade of cyclists and pedestrians be assembled to celebrate its reopening? There is still no news about if or when lighting on the south bank riverside path near the bridge (towards Wilford, past Rivermead Flats etc.) will be installed. 

Sailing Club on the south bank. Nottingham Sailing Club objects to cycling in front of its premises. Cyclists have to go round the back of the sailing club. Notts CC Rights of Way team are looking at what alternative route could be feasible.

Work Place Cycle Challenge. Simon Star (Director of Sports Nottinghamshire and NTU Sports Science Lecturer) is interested in promoting this. It is crucial to get the County and City PCTs on board, and their attitude is still uncertain. Another meeting about this is taking place in February.

Respect for Advanced Stop Lines. ASLs are still not always being respected by bus drivers. Details of bus registration of offending buses and time of offence should be forwarded to the relevant bus company. Likewise, for taxis details should be forwarded to Taxi Licensing (Jim Mortell) at the City Council. On wide roads such as Haydn Road and Perry Road there is enough space to provide better cycle access to the ASLs, as recently provided at the junction of Hucknall Road and Arnold Road. Why cannot this be more widely implemented, Andrew Martin asked?

Cycling for Health Project. This project offshoot in Gedling Borough, Julian Bentley reported, is based around GP surgeries to encourage cycling. It provides free cycle training and bike recycling through Framework and has had its funding extended for another year. Last week’s CfH Steering Committee, on which Peter Briggs is now representing Pedals, had to be postponed.

Rural Rides. Pete Jarman is expected to be leaving the County Council in July, but he is still organising Rural Rides for 2010. Brochures will be issued in March or April. However, it seems very probable that the County Council will drop this next year and we now need to work with other organisations to get them to agree to help fund its continued existence. Hugh will raise this at the next Cycling Development Group meeting, on 15 June.

Broxtowe Partnership Transport Group. In the January meeting the possible realignment the substandard of Sustrans route 6 in Beeston to the south of Queen’s Road was discussed, Hugh understood from Gary Smerdon-White. It could be realigned with part of the Big Track.

Pedals Restructuring Meeting. This will take place on February 17th at 7.30pm at the Globe

The 15 February meeting – This will largely be about raising Pedals profile, and including the proposed campaign to improve cycle parking at shops.

Nottingham Light Festival February 12th Anyone wanting to join in with their flashing cycle lights are welcome to assemble in the city centre at 7.30pm.

East Mids Cycling Forum. Hugh is prepared to organise one more meeting in April 2010 if there is enough interest. It will be an informal meeting and ride, maybe with a couple speakers. Susan suggested that a later date would be better, sometime later after the next national campaigners conference, in Portsmouth, on 17 April. Hugh agreed to consider this and email those interested about later possible dates.

West Bridgford Summer Gathering, Saturday May 15th at Bridgford Park. Karina Wells had also asked for a Pedals stall at the launch event for the new West Bridgford Greening Campaign, on Saturday 20 March at the new Beckett school, off Wilford Lane. Dave and Liz have offered to do a Pedals stall for this event. Hugh also able to help.

Derek Hankey who produced the Pedals newsletter for around 10 years died recently. Hugh and Dave Miller will attend the funeral in Cotgrave on Friday 22 January.

Update on matters discussed at the January and other recent meetings:
NB. Introduction to the updates: 

I am very much aware that several of these comments relate to matters first raised several / many meetings ago and not just last month. 

I do remember at a Pedals meeting a few years ago someone complaining about the number of items that kept appearing on our agendas rather than just being raised at one meeting and then dealt with!

While I can sympathise with queries like I would point out that, unfortunately, many of the matters raised at our meetings require liaison with local authorities or other organisations to resolve and that they often take a lot of chasing, over months, if not years or even decades!

I do therefore include some regular updates on these long drawn-out matters, to show that, contrary to what some people many think, they have not been forgotten, even though progress in getting them sorted can often be extremely slow!

Reply from Joanna Ward to my message of thanks for her Ucycle project presentation at the 18 Jan Pedals meeting and discussion of potential for Pedals support

“Many thanks for making mew so welcome. I look forward to working with you all in the future.

Kind Regards,

Joanna

Joanna Ward 
Sustrans Project Manager Ucycle Nottingham
Direct Dial - 0115 8232396
Mobile - 07825 182615
www.sustrans.org.uk
 

From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [mailto:Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com]
Sent: Tue 19/01/2010 16:06
To: Joanna Ward
Cc: John Cutler; Steve Brewer; Nicola Jones; Roland & Hilary Backhouse (h); Keith Morgan; Arthur Williams; Susan Young (g); Chris Carter; Gary Smerdon-White; Yvonne Gilligan; Peter Briggs; Andrew Martin; Peter Osborne
Subject: Many thanks for your presentation at Monday's Pedals meeting and discussion of potential for Pedals support
Joanna
Very many thanks for coming along to last night's Pedals meeting and for your presentation and the very useful subsequent discussion. It was clear from the number of questions from many different people that there is lots of interest in the project.
 

I am sure that there is much scope for developing further Pedals interest in the project, as well as helping to publicise it. As I mentioned we are intending soon to give more attention to developing a comprehensive Pedals wish list for Nottingham, classified by wards, to follow on those we produced last year for the County Council for Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe and which can be downloaded from our website at http://www.pedals.org.uk/pedals_policy_documents
 

This will complement the more broad-brush Pedals strategic vision which we revised last year, and which is available at: http://www.pedals.org.uk/pedals_plan and will concentrate on locations / routes which are particularly problematic for cyclists (whether more or less confident) and include a brief explanation of what the problem is, as well as possible solutions. I hope be able within a couple of weeks to send you a first draft, to give you an idea of the likely format, and we can then take on board any comments from you and the rest of your team both on the general format and on the specific suggestions within it, e.g. for (other) particular improvements to commuter routes to and from the main worksites covered by your project.
 

Finally, a brief reminder that we do have a special page on the Pedals website for the project: http://www.pedals.org.uk/sustrans_he_project Do give us any time updates or other suggested changes.
best wishes, Hugh
 

Cycling in snow and possible Pedals use of Twitter etc.: comments from Gary S-W (20 Jan)

“People might like to discuss these points at the next Pedals meeting, on Monday 15 February and I will also raise this, as Gary suggests, at the next Cycling Development Group taking place on the afternoon of the same day, as it happens. In fact, it would be best for anyone wishing to make comments on this to let me have them before the afternoon meeting, so that I am better informed about what Pedals activists think, and I can then report at the Pedals meeting in the evening on the outcome of discussions at the CDG.
 

By coincidence Gary's suggestion for encouraging cyclists to make use of Twitter to let other cyclists know what routes are usable ties in with suggestions made at this Monday's meeting about the need for Pedals to make more use of Twitter and Facebook, etc, if someone would please kindly like to offer to help us get properly to grips with this!
 

There will be a chance to follow-up these ideas as part of a wide-ranging discussion on 'raising Pedals Profile', in break-out groups, in the second half of the next meeting, along with one, I suggest, to focus specifically on Peter Briggs' proposal for a campaign to improve cycle parking at shops as one specific way to help raise our profile.
Hugh
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Gary Smerdon-White 

To: 'Hugh McClintock (Dell)' 

Cc: 'Chris Carter' ; 'Helen Hemstock' 

Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2010 9:15 AM

Subject: FW: Cycling in snow

Hugh

Just a quick view on some of the e-mail’s you sent around re snow, gritting and cycling accidents 

At the Broxtowe Transport Partnership with meeting Richard Jackson last week we discussed gritting. His slant was good particularly as some cyclists have been complaining about injuries and lack of gritting on cycle tracks. It was explained that there are quite complicated gritting routes which are not easy to change at short-notice – A & B roads are first priority but some quieter road bus routes miss out (you’ll know within 6 weeks a service could stop, change or start). The problem is what to do next when you get residents ‘snowed in’ for more than a few days. Richard suggested and it was agreed that next should be ungritted bus routes where there is low car ownership and high numbers of old and needy. I think this sounds very sensible.

Maybe that is a policy stance worth re-enforcing and pinning down as the gritting reviews continues (just heard Kay Cutts telling us her stance on the Radio)). There might be easy generic ways to identify these routes using the Council’s Nomad system and Experian’s Mosaic data.

However on cycling - Personally I think your e-mails which are intended to inform can be seen (when sent to say Jane U or Chris) 

· to support cyclists who fall off their bike 
· lobby the council for more gritting for cycle routes. 

With the problems with bus routes I think most of us cyclists come fairly well down the pecking order in terms of travel alternatives and need. Cyclists like me should keep off their bikes until we know what routes are safe before we get going again. I’m taken back to the snow in London about a year ago when the way people found out what bus routes were running was by social networking using Twitter. Maybe getting cyclists to Twitter might take some heat off the Council’s when short-term priorities clearly have to be elsewhere – the Uni project might build up mass with students and staff at 2 Uni’s and QMC. Something for CDG?

 Gary

Pedals use of Facebook (and Twitter): my exchange of messages with Helen Hemstock, GNTP / The Big Wheel:

“Helen
Thanks for this kind offer of help which I will report to our next meeting.
 

Richard Mallender, who occasionally comes to Pedals meetings, did offer early last year to set up a Pedals page on Facebook, an offer which we agreed we would be grateful for him to do, but we have not otherwise followed it up.
Hugh
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Helen Hemstock 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2010 1:19 PM

Subject: RE: Cycling in snow - comments from Gary S-W for discussion at next Pedals meeting on 15 Feb

Hello Hugh, 
I'm sure someone from the Pedals group will have already offered support on this - but we'd be happy to show someone the ropes on Facebook if it'd be of any use.
Anyway, the offer's there if you ever want to take us up on it!
Helen
 

….comments from Susan Young (20 Jan):
” Hugh
In such extreme circumstances something like twitter makes sense but has a time and cost implication. I am sure there are plenty who would use such things and we really need a presence in these areas. 
Susan”

…comments from Richard Mallender (20 Jan):
“Hi Hugh,
I did set up a Pedals Facebook page quite some time ago & it has 7
"fans". What it needs is for a lot more members to sign up & use it,
and for it to be mentioned on any emails, pamphlets or press releases.

I can easily publish any info to it & add any other interested member
as an administrator so that they can do the same!
Richard”

…..comments from Larry Neylon (20 Jan):

“Hi Richard,
If you send me the details then I'll add some links from the website and get
some more friends.
Thanks

...comments from Chris Gardner (21 Jan):

“Hugh,
    I wouldn't be too concerned about this twitter and Facebook opportunity, it takes around 30 minutes to create accounts, add a few photos and start twittering or face-aching as I call it. It's fairly intuitive and much of it relies on today’s culture of wanting to be in constant communication on all manner of daily drivel.
 

I personally cannot see the attraction and have worked in the communications industry for 22 years, what's wrong with picking up the phone! I can see the use for PEDALS from a marketing point of view and a more modern connection but as Richard Mallender pointed out, he set this up a year ago and Pedals still only has 7 members on Faceache.
cheers, Chris
….comments from Julian Bentley (22 Jan):
“Hugh
After thinking about what Chris(?) and Susan said re Facebook - I'd definitely agree it would  attract new (and probably younger) interested people - I'm not into it much myself but it’s a powerful tool for campaigning/networking (witness the recent xmas number 1/anti X factor campaign). 
 
NCT have several Facebook pages - in the recent bad weather their main FB page was the only way to get hourly updates about the buses that were still running.  (their main website was next to useless is this regard)
Julian”
Who's right - Arnold Road - Oxclose Lane cycle track – further message from Gale Wakeling (21 Jan):

“Hello Hugh,

I thought i had better give you an update as you were so kind to have read my emails and you took the time as well to reply to them.

After a really bad start to the year with the awful weather, my friend and i are back on our bikes and noticed that 2 new signs have been placed on the lamp post at the beginning of the cycle track. I could not believe it. Result thanks to you. I just wish that they hadn’t put them quite so high up and could have done with a few more along the track. If they could have painted the cycle sign on the floor all the way along the path like they do on most roads and paths then the public cant have a go at us like they did yesterday. Oh well, at least i can say there are signs now lol.

once again a really big THANK YOU. 

Gale. 

A52 Bramcote to QMC Capacity Improvement Scheme: message from Nick Lower of AOne+ (the new Managing Agents Consultancy for the Highways Agency’s Trunk Roads in the Notts area:

“Dear Mr McClintock 

Aone+ are the new Managing Agent Contractor to the Highways Agency for Area 7 covering the motorway and trunk road network in the East Midlands, which was previously run by AMScott.
In 2008 a capacity improvement scheme was being considered for the A52 from Bramcote Roundabout to the QMC Roundabout. The works proposed the following -

· Upgrade all existing pedestrian controlled crossings to a MOVA system along the A52 corridor between Bramcote and QMC Roundabout 

 

· A52 Thoresby Road Junction traffic signals will be converted to a MOVA system making the junction more efficient. A proposed Toucan crossing is to be incorporated into the current design to allow NMU’s to cross the A52 at this point. 
 

· A52 Wollaton Road Junction traffic signals will be converted to a MOVA system making the junction more efficient. 

· A52 Priory Roundabout. – Full Signalisation of the roundabout, with carriageway widening works required on the Woodside Rd, Wollaton Rd and the A52 westbound approach to the roundabout. The signalisation of the roundabout will also provide controlled pedestrian crossing points across all arms. The new proposals will also require the last 60m of existing bus lane on the eastbound approach to the roundabout to be removed. 

· A52 QMC Roundabout – Full Signalisation of the roundabout, with carriageway widening works required on the A52 eastbound approach to the roundabout. It is also proposed to create a new bus lane on the south side of the QMC Roundabout, which will terminate at the existing bus stop on the A52 westbound departure arm, adjacent to Nottingham University. 

We was also proposing to remove a large section of the existing bus lane which you were well informed about at that time and would reject any proposals for this to happen. Since our last correspondence in the latter end of 2008 the scheme has slightly changed in that the bus lane will not be removed as previously proposed but we do require the last 60m of the existing bus lane approaching the A52 Priory Roundabout to be removed, to allow for a greater capacity of vehicles to pass through the roundabout. 

The Highways Agency has also commissioned a NMU Study for the A52 to find the most suitable routes which can integrate with the existing ones already in place. This study which is being undertaken by Aone+ but will not form part of the above scheme as it will not be completed before the scheme construction date.

I will be drafting a PTO for the bus lane removal at Priory Island, which will be submitted to the Highways Agency for processing. There will be a 3 week objection period once the draft PTO has been published, but before this happens I would like to have your comments to see if any objections will be raised. Therefore I would be grateful if you could provide comments on the above proposals and the attached drawing ASAP. 

If you require more details regarding the scheme I will be more than happy to arrange a meeting to discuss them with you.

Regards, Nick Lowe IEng MICE

LNMS Team Leader

Area 7 MAC

A-one+ 

Building 1, Core 27,

Sherwood Business Park, Nottingham. NG15 0EB

Tel: 01623 886692

Fax: 0844 372 8383

email: nick.lowe@aone.uk.com 

….my comments to local Pedals members in asking for their comments:

“I would welcome any comments on this which I have just received.
The proposals produced just over a year ago by the Highways Agency had absolutely no provision for cyclists, an omission that was criticised by several organisations and not Pedals. 
 

I note from this message that they have now commissioned a 'NMU' (i.e. 'non-motorised users' study for the A52..." but it sounds as though it will be rather an after-thought as "it will not be completed before the scheme construction date!"
Hugh

…response of 22 Jan from Andy Pooley:

“Hello Hugh
My comments as a cyclist using this route about once a week not on behalf of the Council but as a member of the Environment Task Group, Broxtowe Borough Partnership any improvement to the A52 to help cyclists and pedestrians would be welcome.  I would think that the University should have a say about this as they have money as part of the new posts promoting cycling. 
 

As a cycle user coming off the cycle route on the ring road no provision for cyclists out of the city on the A52 after reasonably good provision. No option to use QMC roundabout at present. Lights would help but safer to use crossings. I think coloured cycle lanes should be marked out on the road from the QMC roundabout to the Priory. 

At present I generally cycle on the path as I got hit on handle bar once on this section by a wing mirror. The paths are narrow at places and not ideal for joint use with blind openings from the left when going out of the city. At the Priory Island should cater for cycles to get across the road and pedestrians as at present nothing. 

Again from the Priory to the Bramcote Island going out of the city should have a cycle lane marked to encourage cars to keep out of the gutter or a joint use path as it is a wide path. Not so bad going into the city as use bus lane.
 

It’s pathetic that the HA can put in plans like this without taking into account cyclists. Things will never change at the rate that they need to, to encourage more people to cycle.
Andy,
Andrew Pooley 
Estates Section 
Extension Number 3742 
Directorate of Environment 
Broxtowe Borough Council 
Council Offices 
Foster Avenue 
Beeston 
Nottingham  NG9 1AB 
Tel: 0115 9177777 
Fax: 0115 9173377 

….comments from Gary Smerdon White (22 Jan)
” Hi

It seems to me they have taken no notice of the comments made before on behalf of cycling although it is still a good de-congestion scheme for cars, lorries and maybe buses. Pedestrian crossing seems improved.

The bus lanes being removed offer no help to cyclists as they come off the bus lanes into cars closing in on them from the right so a cycle lane is needed to protect cyclists where the bus lane is removed – before the motorist related scheme is finished!

The opportunity to have cycle lanes and have just single car lanes each way between the QMC roundabout and Priory island is lost – incidentally I did this in a car the other day and motorists no longer try and use 2 lanes in the morning and 2 lanes out at night so the viability, practicality of this is good plus the impact on road space is nil. Obviously this would need a bit more observation and some modelling to ensure that is the case.

I can’t understand how or why they will be doing a high value motoring related scheme (which has floundered for some time) and then do a serious NMU study. After the motoring related changes it will probably be too costly to alter anything from the motorised scheme. They should be chivvied along to do the NMU quickly - it’s not exactly a tough job and it is likely to be a spit in the ocean of cost if done with the road stuff.

Gary”

….from County Councillor Stan Heptinstall (Chair of the Broxtowe Transport Group), 24 Jan:
” Hi Hugh

Thanks for this. The introduction of a crossing for pedestrians etc at Thoresby Road is to be welcomed. This is a consequence of earlier consultation with us. Also deleting the proposals for bus lane removal at various points should be helpful to cyclists. 

Stan

….from Peter Briggs (24 Jan):
“Most cyclists would try and avoid the Priory rbt if they could but the Derby Road must remain an option when:

a) The cycleway along University Boulevard is icy

b) The weather is so bad that the cycleways cannot adequately be seen as they are unlit throughout their length into Nottingham.

By far the safest parts of the Derby Road for cyclists are where there are bus lanes as cyclists then know that traffic will not come too close.

A particular problem with Priory rbt is that the marked lanes are too narrow for a car and cycle safely to co-exist in the same lane, but cars constantly try to do this and frighten cyclists in doing so.

One possible solution is to make the inside lane round the rbt wider than the other lanes, so there is sufficient space for car and bike. It would also make sense for the speed limit to be reduced to 30mph from before Prior rbt into Nottingham.

Peter            

My response of 28 Jan to Nick Lowe and colleagues, A One Plus (Managing Agents Consultancy for the Highways Agency)
Dear Mr. Lowe
Thank you for your message of 22 January and the attached drawing showing the latest changes for the proposals for this scheme.
 

Although we appreciate that some changes have been made which will help cyclists, such as the toucan crossing at the Thoresby Road junction, and certainly agree that cyclists should benefit from full signalisation of The Priory roundabout, we do still think that that the proposals as they now stand have many unsatisfactory features for cyclists and that it is very regrettable that these are only now being addressed in a NMU study rather than at the outset of the design of this scheme, particularly given its location in an area with relatively high levels of cycling.
 

Would it not be possible, at locations where the bus lanes are to be removed or shortened, to introduce continuous cycle lane provision?
 

The potential advantages of full signalisation of The Priory Roundabout for cyclists would be greater if accompanied by advance stop lines (ASLs), at least on some arms, to help make drivers more aware of the presence of cyclists, and to facilitate right turn movements by those (more confident) cyclists who prefer to remain on the road and take more direct routes than using a series of signalled (toucan) crossings to get round the roundabout, as might be more preferable to less confident cyclists.
 

The stretch of Derby Road between The Priory and QMC roundabouts, along the north side of University Park, etc., is an important route for cyclists, even if many prefer to use the flatter route of University Boulevard to the south of the campus, with its relatively good cycling provision. Why is there no proposal for cycle lanes, alongside one general traffic lane, in both directions, especially since the footways are, in parts at least, too narrow to convert to safe and comfortable shared use?
 

What efforts are being made in the proposals to integrate their details with the proposed enhancement to the Woodside Road cycle paths / shared paths by Nottingham City Council, as discussed on site in detail by myself and Robin Phillips from Pedals with John Lee and Justine Ramowski of the City Council in November 2008?
 

Riding westbound on the A52 towards Stapleford, especially on the steep approach to the Bramcote Island, and having to pull over on a multi-lane road, we consider to be one of the most intimidating locations for cyclists anywhere in Greater Nottingham. What is being done to make this movement safer for cyclists?
 

Not only do the Beeston and Nottingham University areas have the highest cycling levels in Greater Nottingham but, as you perhaps may not be aware, there is a major project, being funded by Cycling England, Sustrans, Nottingham City Council and other local partners such as the two local Universities and the Nottingham University Hospitals Trust (QMC) to promote cycling intensively over the next two years. To help this achieve its full potential, Pedals consider it vital, that conditions for cyclists on all roads and junctions in the wider vicinity of the campus must be made much safer and more cycle-friendly.
 

These are all issues for cyclists which we have raised before, for example at the meeting about a year ago of the Broxtowe Transport Group when you presented an earlier version of these proposals. We therefore hope that the NMU study you have now commissioned can at last seriously address them, in time for solutions to be incorporated in a further revised version of the scheme, rather than just retrofitted once the rest of the scheme has been introduced, a situation which makes it much harder to achieve good quality cycling provision.
Yours sincerely,
Hugh McClintock
Chairman, Pedals
tel. (0115) 981 6206
….comments from Angie Gilbert (28 Jan):
“HI Hugh,

Many thanks for sending me a copy of your e-mail to Nick Lowe. Signalling Priory Roundabout is music to my ears! During rush-hour this roundabout and the surrounding roads are near to gridlock. At present I cross the roundabout using the pedestrian crossings on Derby Road because it would be foolish to consider cycling round at busy times. Actually even when the roads are not so busy it is still safest to use the crossings. 

Incidentally, the cycle lane westbound along Wollaton Vale is a great help to me personally, as is the one on the A609 from the Russell Drive/Wollaton Road junction towards Wollaton Co-Op. It is only narrow but gives cyclists a safety zone. A similar cycle lane along Woodside would be great, since shared footpath/cycle track are never a safe option in such a highly populated area. Tree roots undermining the tarmac surface of the cycle track/footpath are also a problem, as is the poor level of lighting.

From what you say it seems that in these days of sustainability when the public is being encouraged to cycle and use public transport that the welfare and possibilities for cyclists are overlooked until it is probably too late. Remember when you and I cycled to the tennis centre along the new road from the Science Park? That road is really narrow and cars have to stay behind a cyclist all the way to the junction with the tennis centre/University Boulevard although the footpaths are more than adequate.

Why does it always have to be such a battle?

Cheers! Angie

….comments from Andy Pooley, 27 Jan:
“Brill Hugh
Comments really good.
 

Pleased to see you have put comments in. Such schemes if our planners don't see them should get a viewing at the transport sub group to help give more wait to any comments. I have spoken to our planners and they don't see all the schemes they must go to County. It would be good if Paul Hillier or the correct person at County can make sure that the TSG sees all of the new schemes. It helps give the group more of a purpose. The Environment Task Group would welcome generally more cycle schemes and improvements in Broxtowe.
Andy
….message on this sent on 7 Feb to people from the Highways Agency who were present for the discussion about this at the East Midlands Road Users Committee meeting in Nottingham on 5 Feb:

“Dear all
You might be interested to know that John Cutler for CTC, Nicola Jones for Sustrans and myself for Pedals had a very good opportunity at this Highways Agency meeting at GOEM last Friday afternoon to make a well-coordinated complaint at the continuing appalling lack of real provision for cyclists in the latest version of their A52T capacity enhancement scheme (Bramcote-QMC roundabout), despite all the complaints a year ago about this lack in their earlier proposals and despite that fact that cycling levels in the Beeston area are the highest in Greater Nottingham!
 

We emphasised that this neglect was in very marked contrast to the general much more favourable provision for cyclists which the Highways Agency have been making in more recent trunk road proposals including those in this area for the A46 and the A453, following the HA's publication of guidance for cyclists in trunk road schemes issued a few years ago. This seems to have been completely ignored in this case.
 

As well as mentioning this capacity scheme in general there was also reference to the resurfacing scheme due to go ahead soon on the A52 between Priory Island and the QMC roundabout which of course runs along the north side of the University Park campus for much of its route. I emphasised that this scheme presented a very good opportunity to remark the carriageway with a single general traffic lane and a decent width cycle lane in both directions to replace the current situation where there is not quite enough width for two general traffic lanes and where the footway is not wide enough to be suitable for good standard shared paths.
 

Both Nicola and I also stressed that it was now all the more important to make such improvements with the implementation of the Cycling England / Sustrans / Nottingham City Council UCycle Project the success of which very much needs to include substantial improvements for cyclists in the vicinity of the campuses concerned as well as on-campus. This is indeed absolutely vital.
 

I very much hope that our collective efforts will make the HA more seriously reconsider their proposals, and do more than just produce a Non-Motorised User Study as an afterthought, but we need to keep up the pressure so would please much value the support of any other organisations to help us do this. Thanks anyway for all the interest and support you have already given us!
Hugh
Brief report on Greater Nottm Cycling Development Group (CDG) meeting of 15 Feb (afternoon)

I will report orally on the afternoon’s CDG meeting.

Autumn conference follow-up: proposed local Workplace Cycle Challenge scheme: 

Next meeting about this is on 16 Feb.

Proposed Secure Bike Compound in the old Milk Dock area off Station Street at Nottingham Station: update of 8 Feb from Keith Morgan, City Council (and brief report on 2010 National Cycle Rail Awards Ceremony)

“Hugh,
They should be on site at the moment. I believe that the fence is in place which separates the railway from the construction site/new parking area. This means that they can get underway with building the cycle facilities without causing any disruption to the railway and Station.
 
The work is programmed to be complete this financial year and the cycle parking will open once construction is complete and cctv is in place. 
 
I will check the timescales etc and will provide an update at the CDG meeting on Monday. 
Regards, Keith
…..my message of 8 Feb to Keith Morgan about the National Cycle Rail Awards 2010 and possible Stagecoach SWT encouragement for Stagecoach EMT in promoting cycling!

“Keith

The item (in CTC Newsnet of 5 Feb) about this year's National Cycle Rail Awards may be of interest.

 

I was invited to the Awards Ceremony in London last week (held in the House of Commons Dining Room and hosted by the All-Party Parliamentary Cycling Group). Stagecoach South West Trains got a couple of awards this year, including one for their Brompton cycle hire scheme at Waterloo (and soon to be rolled out at Richmond Station too) and I was encouraging them to pass on their evidence enthusiasm for promoting cycling to their Stagecoach colleagues in East Midlands Trains. I gather that the Brompton project followed the strong personal interest in it from Brian Souter, Stagecoach boss, and a meeting he had with the head of Brompton.

 

I will say more about this at the Cycling Development Group meeting next Monday when you give your update on the Nottm Secure Bike Compound project implementation.

Hugh

upgrading riverside path under Clifton Bridge and near Sat Baines etc. – exchange of messages of 26 Jan with John Lee, City Council:

“----- Original Message ----- 

From: John Lee 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2010 5:39 PM

Subject: RE: upgrading riverside path under Clifton Bridge and near Sat Baines etc. [Scanned]

Hugh, the University have recently dedicated the red route shown on the attached plan and we are currently biding for funding to upgrade the existing desire line to the same spec as the grove farm and Queens Drive to Clifton Bridge sections. Should the bid be successful, on completion of the re-surfacing works, from Clifton Bridge the route will continue along the river instead of onto Lenton Lane and then join Grove farm near the seating area  

A sign went up on at the Longwall avenue junction with cross gate drive around 4 months ago (ill check its still there in the morning)

Around 12 months I looked into the availability of land to create a similar Rennie Hogg Road short cut ago and couldn’t see any options for this. Happy to meet you to re-visit this and see what we can do  

Let me know if you want to meet up 

John Lee
Traffic Management
Public Rights of Way 
Environment and Regeneration
Direct Line: 0115 9156078

From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [mailto:Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com] 
Sent: 26 January 2010 16:49
To: John Lee
Cc: Anne Sladen; Gary Smerdon-White; Chris Carter; David Litchfield
Subject: upgrading riverside path under Clifton Bridge and near Sat Baines etc. [Scanned]
John
Last August (13th) in response to a message from David Litchfield (12 Aug) which I forwarded to you about the poor state of the riverside path under Clifton Bridge and near Sat Bains you said that you were hoping to acquire land from Nottm University to provide a better link by the river between Clifton Bridge and Grove Farm, and that you would let me know the outcome of your approach to the University about this.
 

In fact, I don't think I heard any further from you about this so would be glad please to know just what the current position is?
Thanks, Hugh
 

PS. Has there also been any progress with a couple of other things I raised with you some time ago, i.e.
 

- providing more cycle route signing on the approaches to the cycle link between the north end of Rennie Hogg Road and the Longwall Avenue to increase awareness of this 'hidden away' link in the wider area rather than just very close to it.?
 

….comments from Anne Sladen (26 Jan):
“Hi Hugh
The idea looks ok and the road can be difficult for walkers and bikes
at weekends when there is quite a bit of traffic to the various sports
grounds which have their entrances off Lenton Lane, as well as the Uni
sports grounds.

I was glad to see on my journey earlier this month that a link path
has been put in to connect the P&R Queens Drive site to the riverside
path, though I found the surface a bit substandard.

What would be another useful link slightly related to this would be
from across the Uni sports ground from near the buildings to connect
to the all weather football pitches off Thane road.
It is possible to walk this but by bike another matter.


The advantage of this would be that almost opposite the Thane road
entrance to the sports pitches is the track past the gas compound to
the canal. It makes an off road link 'across' the big wheel.
This would involve the university putting in a path but it is my
understanding that the public can already walk on the sports fields.”

Wilford Suspension Bridge repair work and reopening saga, and long-term right of way status

I will say a bit more at the meeting on the constantly changing situation over the last 2 weeks before the decision by STW to reopen the bridge was finally taken on Thursday morning, just over 24 hours before our planned ‘Happening’ at Friday lunchtime.

I gather that Kenneth Clarke played a vital role in acting as intermediary between STW and the local authorities over the very contentious issue of funding responsibilities for long term maintenance.
Many thanks to everyone who has been involved in this campaign since the closure of the bridge in July 2008 when I was just a few days into a 6-week rail trip to Central Asia and was very surprised to get an email from Roland Backhouse telling me that the Bridge had been closed and what was Pedals doing about it!!
We must now focus more on our longer term aim of getting proper right of way status for this vital link.

….Copy of today’s Press Release from Severn Trent Water:

“February 11th 2010 / GD

WILFORD BRIDGE TO RE-OPEN AFTER MAJOR MAKE-OVER

One of Nottingham’s best-loved local landmarks is to reopen this Friday after undergoing a major repair and refurbishment programme.

Wilford Suspension Bridge, which was constructed more than 100 years ago to carry water pipes across the River Trent, and in more recent years has become popular as a crossing route for pedestrians and cyclists, was closed in July 2008.

Subsequent detailed structural surveys showed that a comprehensive programme of work was required to restore the bridge, and Severn Trent Water, the bridge owner, has spent £1.9m ensuring the structure is safe and ready for public use.

National Grid, whose gas pipeline is also carried by the bridge, and both Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire County councils are all contributing towards the repair costs, and have agreed to help pay for ongoing maintenance costs. The bridge will officially be reopened at 12.30pm on Friday (12th Feb).

Earlier this week, the final touches were being put to the bridge works, including the removal of graffiti.

“We’re pleased that at long last we can reopen the bridge,” said Fraser Pithie, Senior Operations Manager, Severn Trent Water. “We appreciate that it has been a frustrating wait for people, particularly with the delays we encountered when it became clear the repair work required was going to be even more comprehensive and costly than we had first envisaged.

“While the bridge isn’t primarily intended for pedestrian use, we know it has become popular with the local community, and we’re pleased to be able to once more offer the bridge as a crossing route for walkers and cyclists.”

He added: “PEDALS, a local group of keen cyclists, has displayed an understandable interest in the bridge repairs as many of its members have regularly used the route. The group’s chairman, Hugh McClintock, has agreed to perform the official opening ceremony for us, as it seems right that the local community should be involved in the occasion.”

 [ends]

For further media information:
0121 722 4121

Out of hours:



0845 602 0659 

Severn Trent Water, voted 2009 Utility Company of the Year, serves more than 3.7m homes and business customers in England and Wales. Its region stretches from mid-Wales to Rutland and from the Bristol Channel to the Humber.

The company delivers almost two billion litres of water every day to customers, through 46,000km of pipes. A further 54,000km of sewer pipes take waste water away to more than 1,000 sewage treatment works. It has one of the lowest customer bills in the country – an average of just 84p per person, per day.

www.stwater.co.uk
Spotted a leak? Call 0800 783 4444

Holder of the Carbon Trust Standard

Update on efforts to get improved lighting on south bank riverside path between the Wilford Suspension Bridge and Wilford past Rivermead Flats, West Bridgford

No recent signs of movement on this tortuous saga!

I wonder if we might need to change tactics, e.g. perhaps to organise an online petition (perhaps jointly with the new West Bridgford Greening Campaign) to get wider public support for this?*

Riverside path between Trentside (West Bridgford) and the NWSC (Holme Pierrepont): My message of 28 Jan to Cllr. Barrie Cooper

“Dear Barrie,
I have been studying carefully my copy of the recent (19 Jan) letter to you from Jane Baines, Area Rights of Way Officer at the County Council. Although mostly a good record of the complex legal background to this situation there are also, I suggest, some important gaps. 
 

The basic weakness of the situation is, I agree, that, for various historic reasons, this section of riverside path was never formally made a cycle route, and remains technically just a public footpath, with (some) permitted access for cyclists. This has always been very unfortunate, given its importance as a very attractive riverside route, linking not only West Bridgford but the rest of the Nottingham area to a major leisure attraction, the NWSC, and, in recent years, its significance as an obvious extension of the expanding and upgraded Big Track network.
 

In the penultimate paragraph Jane Baines says "The County Council do not promote the riverside route as a cycle route, it is something pursued by RBC and promoted and published on the Nottingham City cycle cycling maps (unfortunately with errors, at present). The recognised NCC route is through Ladybay and Adbolton Lane"
 

Despite this statement, we would like to point out that the riverside path is shown clearly not just on the City (South) cycle map and the Rushcliffe cycle map (in 2003 and revised in 2004) but also on one of the County Council's own latest cycling maps, the one for South Nottinghamshire, published in 2008, and forming part of the series of 4  issued 2-4 years ago). This is much less detailed, covering all of South Notts, but, as I have again checked, does clearly show the riverside path between Trent Bridge and the NWSC and not "a recognised route through Ladybay and Adbolton Lane").
 

We would also point out the one of the remaining blue and white cycle route direction signs, which we saw on our site visit last summer, does in fact (rightly or wrongly) promote the riverside path, as a route for cyclists as well as walkers, between Trentside / Ladybay bridge and the western boundary of the Sailing Club, just west of the NWSC.  
These signs were erected by the County Council, I recall, or at least by RBC, with the approval of the County Council.  Although some of these signs over the years have been vandalised, or removed, there are still a couple in place (e.g. near Ladybay Bridge and by The Hook, Ladybay). 
One arm of the sign at The Hook may possibly at one time have directed cyclists from Trent Bridge and Ladybay Bridge to turn right towards Holme Pierrepont via Ladybay but does in fact now point along the river directly to Holme Pierrepont and, I think, may well have been like this for many years during which time, not surprisingly, cyclists have turned to keep straight on by the river, on what appears to be the obvious route towards the NWSC.
 

I also recall that the Nottm Sailing Club, at the time of the original agreement to allow cycle access, rejected the idea of a surfaced path along the riverbank in front of their premises, though they otherwise seemed willing to allow cyclists to go through, up until 2009, when they approached the City Council and asked them to remove this riverside alignment from their latest City (South) map and to show the cycle route passing behind their premises (where there is in fact no official access, and which includes a gate on the access road from Adbolton Lane locked when the Club is closed!)
 

 I further remember that the fact the short section of path alongside the west boundary of the Club, connecting the riverside path with Adbolton Lane, which, as we also saw on our site visit last summer is in a very badly neglected state, was definitely intended as a cycle route / shared path and not just as a footpath, by Neil Hodgson, who at the time (early to mid 1990s) was one of the main people working on cycling at the County Council. 
I well remember discussions with him at that time about what was an acceptable gradient for cyclists where the path passes over the flood embankment towards the Adbolton Lane end). 
Unfortunately, it too remains legally only a footpath, with only a 'Public Footpath' sign, erected a few years ago, and has never had a blue and white cycle route direction sign (or shared path sign) as on the riverside path.
 

Getting agreement on a clear route forward to resolve this situation is certainly not going to be easy, we can well understand, but we hope that despite the complexities, the County Council can help us get to where we want to be, i.e: having an open, well lit, recognised and well maintained path for the benefit not just of cyclists but also pedestrians, runners and wheelchair users, along all of the south bank of the river in this area. 
Maintenance of the path has been badly neglected over several years but, if now restored and upgraded, could be an excellent local community resource, be a great improvement in non-motorised access to the NWSC, and add to the Big Track network, on which a great deal of effort has been made in the last few years and which we would much like to see extended to include improved routes on the south as well as the north bank of the Trent.
best wishes and thanks again for your interest and support
Hugh McClintock
Chairman, Pedals
strategic and local cycle route direction sign improvements in Rushcliffe Borough including the new routes in the Gresham Park area between West Bridgford and Wilford: follow-up to discussions last Spring with Clive Wood, Notts CC

Several times recently Clive Wood has told me that he has passed this on to a colleague to deal with and liaise with me but then I get no further response!
3. Finance (Chris Gardner / Susan Young to report)

generous donation from John Rhodes of saddles and seat posts for Pedals fundraising: my message of 5 Feb:

We have had a very generous donation of 3 very good quality saddles and 2 seat posts from John Rhodes of Trent Park Development (responsible for the River Crescent block of luxury flats on the north bank of the Trent near Colwick Park and opposite Ladybay, which includes a bike pool, bike storage and about 500 metres of new riverside path between Colwick Park and Trent Lane, completed last year). John is also a keen cyclist and a longstanding Pedals member and came across these items, which he no longer needs, when he was having a clear out recently prior to moving to Riverside next month. 
 

When I saw him at an event about two weeks ago he very kindly offered to generate these items to Pedals for use to use in fund-raising. I have now collected the items and will bring them along to our next meeting but, as well as putting this on the agenda, thought I would send this email around now, well before the meeting, to give people more time to think about how best to use them as prizes, in some kind of competition, for the benefit of Pedals funds.
Ideas please!
Hugh
4. Forthcoming events / meetings

Pedals meetings

Special meeting at 7.30 pm. on Wed 17 Feb. (top room at The Globe PH) to discuss new structure for Pedals from the AGM on 15 March (c.f. message circulated on 8 Jan)

I will circulate on Tuesday a brief reminder about the purpose of this very important meeting together with a revised version of the Pedals key and optional tasks list which we discussed last July, following a suggestion from Andrew Martin.
I will also take up another suggestion of Andrew’s, to produce a complete list of regular (and occasional) meetings at which Pedals is now represented, by me or someone else, so that at the AGM we can get a broader range of people to volunteer to be the main Pedals rep at these, especially the ones we think are of more direct importance.

Publicity for 15 March AGM and possible refreshments.

According to the Pedals constitution we should one months’ notice of the AGM. There is a mention on the website but I intend soon to email all members (for whom I have current email addresses) about this, probably soon after our special meeting on Wednesday.

Possible themes / speakers for Pedals meetings from April

I realise that the reluctance by people last month to make suggestions may well in part at least reflect uncertainty about the new position in Pedals after the AGM and that people may well prefer more general discussion time to get used to the new arrangements, before fixing up further speakers or other special discussions.

However, I will throw in a few suggestions for speakers which people might like to consider in due course. 
These are:

· Someone from the Nottm Equality Forum who, I know, are keen to have a dialogue with us.

· Jon Robinson or Caroline Lowbridge from the Evening Post, to talk about using the media to raise our profile.
Other meetings / events

Possible Spring/summer 2010 to discuss the future of the East Midlands Cyclists’ Forum

After the decision at our last meeting to find a later date, with a longer gap after the next national cycle campaigners conference on 17 April, I sounded out various people but so far, at least, have found it very hard to get consensus on a date which suits all of them and also me (I could only promise about 3 possible dates in the May to July period, for various reasons). 

This may now have to wait until September, unfortunately, but I will keep the situation under review.

19 Feb Meeting to discuss FHA Bike Club proposed Community Rides.

I have been asked by Alan Williams to attend this meeting. The agenda includes

· Ucycle

· Kevin's progress

· community rides

· green travel Rushcliffe

· CfH and pedals relationship (numbers)

· "the disclaimer"/ police issue (in sourcing bikes from the Police for recycling)

· Targets

· the future

23 Feb City Council meeting (Breakfast briefing for stakeholders) to discuss Greater Nottm Core Strategies, Park Plaza, Maid Marian Way (8.30-10.30)

I will be attending this meeting, to help keep Pedals abreast of the probable broader land use and transport changes in Greater Nottm affecting cycling.

Mon 8 March: request for Pedals stall at Nottm Univ. Cycling Awareness-raising event

Just after our last meeting I had an email from Andrew Bryers of the Nottm Univ Estates Department asking for a Pedals stall at this event (and also, if possible, at a similar one at Sutton Bonington on 15 March).

I said I would raise it at this meeting and also suggested that we somehow coordinate with a display by the Ucycle Project. Any offers of help please?*

Nottingham PCT Cycling for health staff launch day on 18th March (11-1)

Paul Dodsley of Nottingham PCT has requested Pedals involvement in this event:


Hi,

     We are having big market place for staff to drop in and pick up information. From 11-1 we will be having presentations for managers to get their buy in. We have our chief exec and Steve Boorman presenting. 

Hope this is ok.

Cheers, Paul

Peter Briggs and I intend to go along and do a plug for Pedals. I am not yet sure if we will be able to take along the Pedals display.

….comments from Peter Briggs:
“There are lots of travel initiatives around for cyclists at the moment, and as far as infrastructure is concerned developments in the near future are going to be slow. How about using this opportunity to look at facilities for cyclists when they go shopping or potentially access NHS facilities – hospitals, GPs etc. 

West Bridgford Greening Campaign launch, 11am-1pm on Sat. 20 March, Becket School, Wilford Lane

We have been asked by Karina Wells to have a Pedals stall, as I mentioned last month, and she has now asked both me and Richard Mallender to lead two rides to the launch, one (lead by me) from by the new cycle stands in front of WB Coop, on Bridgford Road, and the other lead by Richard from Ladybay, both using the riverside paths as much as possible to get to Becket School, as well as the new cycle path between the riverside path by Coronation Avenue, Wilford and the Becket School by Wilford Lane.

Richard has asked me if there are any local Pedals members in the Ladybay area who might like to help him with this please?**

Transition Sherwood and Mapperley Cycling Road Show: from 10am until 2pm on Saturday 27 March,

Venue: The Place, 2a Melrose Street, Sherwood, NG5 2JP

Andrew Martin has volunteered to represent Pedals and Ridewise at this event. The main organise is Pamela Davis, pamela.co@ntlworld.com
It would also be good to have the Pedals stall at this event, especially if we can update it and have enough people to man it please!**

Sat 17 April: Spring CTC-Cyclenation campaigners’ conference, Portsmouth.

Is anyone interested in going please?** I will not be attending.

Details at: http://conference.pompeybug.co.uk/
Updating Pedals display contents and finding the missing mini-boards!

Our display board contents need a yearly refresh around this time, before we start on a new round of displays, and these seem to be starting earlier this year than usual.
Can anyone please help in a subgroup to arrange this soon, to help me and Dave Clark?**

As far as I know, we still have not found the spare set of (mini-) display boards which we last had in 2008 and which we could occasionally use when we had 2 requests for stalls on the same day and could get enough people to man them (not easy!)*
5. Rushcliffe Local Environmental Partnership Meeting, 4 Feb: proposed funding for possible Green Travel project:

From: Hugh McClintock 
Sent: 02 February 2010 23:52
To: Chris Gardner
Cc: Eve & Chris Parker; Dave Miller; Peter Osborne; Karina Wells; Susan Young (g); Julian Bentley; John Bannister; Richard Mallender
Subject: Fw: update - potential funding for green travel from Rushcliffe Environmental Partnership
Any ideas please on how Pedals might take advantage of this potential funding for green travel mentioned at this morning's meeting of the Rushcliffe Environmental Partnership which Karina and I attended? (the emphases in the message below are mine, by the way!)
Hugh

…comments from Karina Wells (3 Feb):
“Dear Hugh,
 

Option 1.
 

As we have a lack of good bicycle repair shops in the area, and the group would like to get youth, unemployed, health, reskilling, include  rural villages etc incorporated, what about having the Frame work /Doctor bike idea in Rushcliffe.

Identify people who are able to do good bike maintenance already and who are able to lead a once a week session or train unemployed people  how to do up bikes, bike maintenance etc.  They then can either become their local 'Dr/Bike' as part of a social enterprise scheme.
 

Bikes could come from the police who get rid of bikes which have been stolen and not reclaimed. 
the funding would go to: finding and paying people who will lead the workshops, train up people from the villages who can then transfer their skills to their youngsters, keeping them occupied, giving a role model, doing something useful for the rest of the community and making some money to keep the project running. If you go the Dr Bike route, a bike trailer with tools and help with the cost of renting premises (village halls, scout huts or other council owned buildings).
 

Option 2.
Looking for examples abroad where local buses/trams have bike racks on the front or back so that people from further away could come in on the bus/tram but once arrived, cycle around the town. Or if you live up a hill (Mansfield Rd) you may want to take the tram/bus but coming down is fine on the bike.
 

Option 3
 

Cycling in the workplace scheme, to get more of the businesses to encourage their staff to cycle. 
That is it from me
speak soon, Karina

….from Richard Mallender, 3 Feb:
“Hi Hugh,
The other week the police dropped off a couple of bikes to me & Sue which we'd found dumped while out on a Friends of the Hook work party. They told us they had over a hundred unclaimed bikes in their possession. 

The police say they can't sell or give them away because they'd be liable to be sued if the person who took a bike had an accident as a result of it being faulty.

Maybe this money could offer a solution? Could Pedals take these bikes, use the money to do them up (I believe most are fine anyway) & make them available to the community? Same idea as with Karina's bike trailers a while back? There must be some way of getting them out free to people.

Thoughts?
Councillor G. Richard Mallender
Green Party, Lady Bay ward, Rushcliffe Borough Council
www.greenparty.org.uk 07976 775619

….from Chris Gardner (3 Feb):
” Richard,
    I thought the police used the auction route to effectively dodge this possible liable route, I recall friends in the past saying they had picked up a bargain from the police auctions....
Chris Gardner

….from Susan Young (3 Feb):
“Hugh
Surely the bikes could go to the bike recycling project with some money for doing them up. 
Susan
….comments from Alan Williams, Framework Bike Club bike recycling project:

“Initial response would be that we could offer to help with this. “the money” obviously we would meet the transport aspect and the others but may struggle to reach elderly, limited if any applications. Would the police sell and how much ? A hundred or so would be too many in one batch could we stage it or store and collect, our stores are currently fullish with the spring collection, how do we take this further. 

Kev what do you think ??

I am in Mansfield at meetings all day today but back in workshop Friday.

Cheers 

al

Al Williams

Social Enterprise Team Leader.

Education Volunteering Employment.
Mobile. 07970457980.

Office.  01159709593.       (Please note new office number)
email Alan.williams@frameworkha.org
From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [mailto:Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com] 
Sent: 04 February 2010 00:14
To: Kevin Fleming; Alan Williams
Subject: Fw: update - potential funding for green travel from Rushcliffe Environmental Partnership

Alan / Kevin
I wonder if you might have any comments on these remarks from Richard Mallender please?
Hugh
 

…..comments from Gary Smerdon-White, 5 Feb (to be discussed on 19 Feb with Alan Williams of Framework Housing Association Bike Club:

“Hi Hugh

We need to think this through as I’m having an attack of déjà vu

What the police are telling you now is what we’ve been told via Ridewise a number of times but they always falter when it comes to the ‘policy’ angle. I must say the way their offer comes out again through this Rushcliffe route upsets me when I think of the meetings Graham and Murat have had with various police reps – who then don’t deliver.

However, in fact we have the mechanisms in place to get bikes safely from any organisation to the needy through CfH project type processes but as Al points out we may not have the capacity to manage a lot more bikes

In outline what is needed is an agreement from the police to supply the bikes to FHA including a disclaimer giving responsibility to FHA for the bikes, use of RideWise and possibly Pedals to find customers for the bikes from the needy communities and again a disclaimer of responsibility for the bike’s safety to the receiving client. If we get it right and funding can be found it would help fund an enlarged FHA Bike Club, RideWise and Pedals.

If this is to be taken any further we need some sort of scoping meeting to ensure we all gain and get together a joint proposal. I would suggest this is not a big meeting as people like Graham L have offered ideas in the past but when asked to give time have taken a step back. This is one for FHA, RideWise and you – those that might be able to deliver and not everyone who might have an opinion

Gary “

6. Cycle facility and traffic management matters

Strelley Commuter cycling corridor improvements: update from Steve Brewer, City Council, of 28 Jan:

Steve tells me that the further improvements under this project should appear soon including:

· Hollington Road (cycle lanes on both sides)

· ‘annular cycle lanes’ on the Wigman Road roundabout (i.e. around the edge of the roundabout)

· Shared path on Strelley Road

· Cycle parking at Beechdale Baths

· Cycle parking at Canning Circus

The proposed toucan crossing on Ilkeston Road near the Jubilee Campus, however, for various reasons, will not now be installed until the next financial year.

Steve says he proposes after this to arrange a site visit to evaluate all the various improvements on this ‘commuter corridor’.

Safety for cyclists on Middleton Boulevard: message of 27 Jan from Angie Gilbert and responses from the City Council (Justine Ramowski):

“Dear Justine,

Many thanks for your e-mail and I truly appreciate the time you have taken to be so specific in your reply. May I elaborate on my original contact?

My original on-line comment was made specifically in conjunction with access to Selston Drive. Traffic on Middleton Boulevard travelling south turns into the central reservation which is north of Selston Drive and therefore the driver has to face oncoming northbound traffic on the west side of Middleton Boulevard in order to enter Selston Drive. The driver then does so on the right hand side of the road on Selston Drive itself instead of the left hand side of the road! In this country the law of the land is that we travel on the left  so pedestrians and cyclists are looking for traffic approaching from the correct side of the road. 

Since Selston Drive is so close to the Jubilee Campus/Crown Island there is no need to access a southerly route by using the central reservation so in my opinion it can be closed off for safety.  Drivers travelling in a southerly direction wishing to enter Selston Drive must then proceed to the next central reservation and safely undertake a “U” turn. 

I feel strongly that at no point EVER should a driver have the option of driving the wrong way down a dual carriageway, even if it is only for a few yards.

All other central reservations on Middleton Boulevard line up exactly with a side road, so it is only the Selston Drive entrance that is, in my opinion, a problem.

Incidentally, whether my contact was made as a pedestrian or a cyclist is immaterial. 

Kind regards , Angela

Angela Gilbert

27 May Avenue

Nottingham

NG8 2NE

Tel: Daytime Mon-Thurs 0115 951 3953

At home 0115 928 3414

E-mail Angela.gilbert@nottingham.ac.uk

Fax: 0115 951 3909

From: Justine Ramowski [mailto:Justine.Ramowski@nottinghamcity.gov.uk] 
Sent: 27 January 2010 11:07
To: 'angela.gilbert@nottingham.ac.uk'
Cc: Paul Williams
Subject: FW: Middleton Boulevard Enquiry. [Scanned]

Dear Angela,
I have recently looked at a similar situation at the junction with Sutton Passeys Crescent.
 
Residents claim to be having difficulty getting into or out of the estate due to queuing traffic on Middleton Boulevard blocking the route to the gap in the central reservation.
 
They have asked for keep clear markings or a yellow box.
 
The geometry is such that the gaps do not line up directly with the side roads, and I believe this is so they can be used by the side roads to both the east and the west of Middleton Boulevard.
 
Any markings would have to be of a rather skewed shape.
 
The central turning areas (within the gap in the central reservation) have no lining and the motorists turning in and out of the side roads use the same space. This shared use of space may appear to be dangerous however it does not appear to have generated an accident problem.
 
The situation with queuing has been observed and the amount of time spent stationary waiting to get into or out of the estate does not seem excessive at most times, however this can be a matter of perspective.
 
Throughout these observations we have not observed a particular issue for pedestrians and cyclists and perhaps many are aware of the central reservation gaps and possibility of cars coming from that direction.
 
I am of course aware that cyclists do not particularly wish to stop for the side roads, due to a desire to build up the minimum momentum which is needed to make cycling easier.
 
The accident records do not indicate that any of these issues causes a road safety problem which would justify a Road Safety Scheme taking place.
 
It is unclear from Richard Dunn’s email as to whether you yourself have contacted him as a concerned pedestrian or a cyclist.  Furthermore it is unclear what action if any you have requested.  Therefore I would be pleased to hear from you with a little more information.
 
I am already looking at the possibility of implementing some sort of lining scheme, but I would have to produce a proposed design and I would also have to produce a report outlining the issues, who has raised them, what could be done to mitigate them, why the actions seem to be justified, and so forth.  Road Safety would have to safety audit any proposed scheme.  I would need to apply for funding from the Wollaton Area Committee, as Traffic Management have no funding for any works.  Therefore any argument for works here will need to be robust, and any further information you care to provide may be of assistance.
 
You may be interested to note that the new beat constable, Dave Silverwood is currently in the process of trying to arrange a site walkabout to discuss parking issues in the Sutton Passeys area in general. Perhaps it could also take in the Selton Drive junction.  Should you wish to speak to him to see if it is possible for you to join us, Dave can be contacted on 07812 215919 or at david.silverwood@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk. 
Regards, Justine Ramowski
Senior Officer – Traffic Management
 
From: Susan Fuller 
Sent: 26 January 2010 13:58
To: Richard Dunn
Cc: Justine Ramowski
Subject: Re: Middleton Boulevard Enquiry. [Scanned]
Hi Richard,
I have forwarded this enquiry onto Justine Ramowski, as this falls within the Wollaton Ward. Justine will respond directly to Mrs Gilbert and copy you in for your file.
Kind Regards, Susan
From: Richard Dunn
Sent: 26 January 2010 10:24
To: Susan Fuller
Subject: Middleton Boulevard Enquiry. [Scanned]
Good morning Susan, I’m not sure whether this is something you or your section would deal with or not. There is nothing we can do with this particular enquiry down here in maintenance. It came from a Mrs Angela Gilbert (0115 928 3414 / angela.gilbert@nottingham.ac.uk):
 

Middleton Boulevard westbound, gap in central reservation enables vehicles to turn into Selston Drive by travelling in opposite direction against eastbound traffic, causing said vehicle to enter Selston Drive on wrong side of the road. This causes danger to cyclists and pedestrians on Middleton Boulevard at the Selston Drive junction since they are not expecting vehicles to approach from any direction other than left or right.
Thanks a lot,
Richard Dunn, Highway Inspector | Highway Construction and Maintenance | Nottingham City Council | 0115 915 2196
…and more exchanges between Angie Gilbert, and Justine Ramowski and Paul Williams of the City Council:
“Paul,
I would appreciate a brief road safety assessment of the following request to close the gap in the central reservation of Middleton Boulevard which provides access to Harby Drive and Selston Drive.
 
Quite simply would the accident statistics support such a scheme and overcome the concerns that residents may well have about further limiting access (including emergency access) into both of these estates.
 
If this would not qualify as a road safety scheme it is likely that the only source of funding would be the Area Committee, thus requiring strong grounds for implementation and the support of the Councillors for the ward.
Many thanks, Justine
From: Angela Gilbert [mailto:Angela.Gilbert@nottingham.ac.uk] 
Sent: 27 January 2010 12:01
To: Justine Ramowski
Cc: david.silverwood@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk; Hugh McClintock (Dell)
Subject: RE: Middleton Boulevard Enquiry. [Scanned]
Dear Justine,
Many thanks for your e-mail and I truly appreciate the time you have taken to be so specific in your reply. May I elaborate on my original contact?
 
My original on-line comment was made specifically in conjunction with access to Selston Drive. Traffic on Middleton Boulevard travelling south turns into the central reservation which is north of Selston Drive and therefore the driver has to face oncoming northbound traffic on the west side of Middleton Boulevard in order to enter Selston Drive. The driver then does so on the right hand side of the road on Selston Drive itself instead of the left hand side of the road! In this country the law of the land is that we travel on the left  so pedestrians and cyclists are looking for traffic approaching from the correct side of the road. 
 
Since Selston Drive is so close to the Jubilee Campus/Crown Island there is no need to access a southerly route by using the central reservation so in my opinion it can be closed off for safety.  Drivers travelling in a southerly direction wishing to enter Selston Drive must then proceed to the next central reservation and safely undertake a “U” turn. 
 
I feel strongly that at no point EVER should a driver have the option of driving the wrong way down a dual carriageway, even if it is only for a few yards.
 
All other central reservations on Middleton Boulevard line up exactly with a side road, so it is only the Selston Drive entrance that is, in my opinion, a problem.
 
Incidentally, whether my contact was made as a pedestrian or a cyclist is immaterial. 
Kind regards , Angela
Angela Gilbert
….comments from Susan Young (^ Feb.):
“Hi there
I have now both cycled and driven along the ring road from Crown Island and turned right into Selston Drive at the junction in question. Harby and Selston Drive are roughly in a straight line across the ring road, be it not at right angles. The mouth of the Selston Drive junction is very wide and their is room to get across from the reservation, even if a car is waiting to turn left out of Selston Drive. 


One thing I noticed is that the broken white line down the centre of Selston Drive curves at its mouth with the ring road. I am sure that if that was straightened so there was a narrowing of the lane leading onto the ring road, you would not cycle/drive onto the 'wrong' side of the road.
Although I do not use that junction very often, I have not perceived it as a problem.
Problems tend to relate to cars on the pavement/cycle track and the angles of the side roads to the ring road.

We can always meet to look at the site if you wish.
Susan”

Main Road (Wilford) - changed layout by former post office and potential cycling improvements (response to your consultation letter of 29 Jan ref TMP 6830) – my message of 31 Jan to Neil Harby, City Council:

“Dear Neil
Thanks for your consultation letter of 29 Jan (ref. TM/NH/STANNS/TMP6830/F) about the proposed changes to the layby area in front of the former Wilford post office on Main Road.
 

It occurs to me that the opportunity could be taken to improve conditions for cyclists as well as for pedestrians by widening the footway, since the present layby lies very close to the western end of the cycle path along Clifton Lane towards Clifton Bridge and the Silverdale roundabouts, etc.
 

At present the western end of the cycle path is very poorly marked and signed so this needs improving but there is also the problem of the unsatisfactory and potential unsafe layout for eastbound cyclists approaching the traffic signals from Clifton direction and wanting to continue along Wilford Lane. On the cycle path they can legally bypass the signals when they are at red but, in doing this, they are at risk of colliding with motor vehicles entering Main Road unless they watch out carefully. 
 

The filling in of the layby now provides an opportunity perhaps for some kind of 'jug handle turn' end to the cycle path to encourage them to give way and then continue across Main Road to carry on towards West Bridgford when the signals are on green. At the same time such a change could provide a clearer and much better marked entrance to the cycle path for westbound cyclists towards Clifton.
 

I might also take the opportunity to mention that there is also a need to upgrade much of the rest of this cycle path, through to the vicinity of the mini-roundabout just east of Clifton Bridge past 'The Harvester' PH etc... The surface is very poor and is particularly uncomfortable where the path crosses various accesses. The path width is also often restricted by overgrowing vegetation.
 

The signs along this path, including on the stretch west of Clifton Lane near the toucan crossing, also need reviewing and updating. There are still some which refer to 'Trent Polytechnic', about 18 years after this institution changed its title to 'Nottingham Trent University'! Furthermore NTU is of course now one of the major partners in the Cycling England / Sustrans / City Council UCycle Project and improvement of this path would be a distinct contribution to improving one of the main cycle routes from the city centre sites of NTU to their Clifton site. I am therefore copying this response to Joanna Ward, UCycle Project Director, as well as to some local Pedals activists.
 

I hope this makes some sort of sense? Please let me know if you would like to meet on site sometime at your convenience to discuss the situation in more detail.
best wishes
Hugh
…..comments from David Litchfield (31 Jan):
“Hugh, 

Thanks for this.  I wasn't aware that there were potential improvements being considered at this location, and they are to be welcomed because, as you have said, the surface of this very useful cycle path is rather poor in places.

Particularly poor, as you have mentioned, are the points where the path crosses the various accesses, which are very bumpy unless ridden at walking pace.  This also applies to the cycle path from Silverdale to the ramp up to Clifton Bridge, past the transport cafe, petrol station and ambulance station.  

I am sure the kerbs that have been installed there were put in with the best of intentions, but I find myself talking an octave higher if I negotiate them at what I would regard as normal cycling speed.  It would be great if these could be reconfigured flush with the accesses they are crossing.

Thanks, David

bus company contact details for reporting infringements of Advance Cycle Stop Lines: reply of 5 Feb from David Harrison and Andy Gibbons, Nottm City Council to my request for contacts in other bus companies besides NCT and Trent Barton
“Good morning Hugh,
Further to Andy's email, would you please add the following contact details:-
 

Premiere Travel Ltd: Jamie Swift: email address:-  jswift@premiere-travel.co.uk
 

Veolia: Andrew Yeo: email address :-   andrew.yeo@veolia-transport.co.uk
 

National Express Ltd: Mark Hollis: email address :-  mark.hollis@nationalexpress.com
 

Kind regards,  David Harrison
Public Transport Infrastructure Assistant
Nottingham City Council
Exchange Buildings North
Smithy Row
Nottingham
NG1 2BS
Tel: 0115 915 5492
Fax: 0115 915 5483
Email: david.harrison@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

From: Andy Gibbons
Sent: 27 January 2010 19:13
To: David Harrison (Transport)
Subject: FW: bus company contact details for reporting infringements of Advance Cycle Stop Lines [Scanned]
could you sort please?
From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com]
Sent: 26 January 2010 15:10
To: Andy Gibbons
Cc: Susan Young (g); Chris Carter; Steve Brewer; Gary Smerdon-White; Arthur Williams; Andrew Martin; Peter Osborne; Roland & Hilary Backhouse (h)
Subject: bus company contact details for reporting infringements of Advance Cycle Stop Lines 
Andy
It has occurred to me that it would be a good idea to include the appropriate contact details for other bus operators, e.g. Premier, Veolia, and National Express, to add to those already on the Pedals website alongside a downloadable poster, to encourage people to report exact details of infringement incidents.
 

Could you therefore please give me any others you think appropriate, to add to http://www.pedals.org.uk/asl?
 

Thanks and best wishes
Hugh
first draft of Pedals wish list for Nottingham - for discussion (circulated on 2 Feb with this covering note:)

“Please find attached a first draft of the Pedals comprehensive wish list for Nottingham, for discussion at the next Pedals meeting on Monday 15 February.
 

Most of the ideas in this list have been around for several (indeed many) years but there are a few new ones which have been given to me recently in addition to several reminders about the need for improvements at several dangerous or otherwise problematic locations, mentioned previously and in several cases on many occasions!
 

The list concentrates on detailed suggestions for improvements at particular locations (whether in terms of special facilities or changes to make the general highway layouts more cycle-friendly) rather than our more strategic campaigning aims, which we updated last summer.
 

It is similar in approach to the previous wish lists, for Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe which we updated last year for the County Council, at their request.
 

The detailed list, at the request of Chris Carter, Transport Strategy Team Leader at the City Council, when I mentioned this exercise to him several months ago, is classified by wards, including a brief explanation of what the actual area is covered by some less obvious ward names. This categorisation should make it easier for people to digest and concentrate on areas of the city with which they are more familiar, rather than going through the lot, although do of course please feel free to do that if you have the detailed local knowledge (of problems and opportunities), and the time and the energy to do so!
 

No doubt it will take quite a lot more effort to revise the list enough before we are happy to submit it formally to the City Council, but in any case we might want to think in terms of annual revisions to it, taking account both of changes on the ground and other ideas which come up. I am aware that there are fewer suggestions for some wards than for others so perhaps we need to correct that imbalance, unless it really reflect variations on the quality of cycling conditions in different areas!
 

Obviously we can only afford to spend limited time on this at our next monthly meeting but I hope at least we can agree on how best to take it further. For example, do we want to have a special subgroup or special meeting to go through this in detail, or do we want just to let people give their brief comments at the meeting and then email to me (and 1-2 others) their detailed comments for later consideration and inclusion in a revised draft? Please let me know what you think, before or after the meeting!
Many thanks, Hugh
PS As well as considering the various comments made below we particularly need to think about 

a) whether we want to try and agree some priorities among these and, if so, how we do it


b) whether we can find someone willing to prepare a map summary of the final version of this list – any suggestions / offers please?**

…..comments from Murat Basaran, Nottm Cycling for Health Project (2 Feb):

“Hi Hugh

I would like to add

Encourage provision of free cycle hire from leisure and community centres particularly in areas of high deprivation

Sustainable community group rides (CFH is setting up a number of rides but it’s what happens post March 11 and funding comes to close that is important)

Annual festival of all cycling related activities

Thanks, Murat”

….and from Ian Pickering (3 Feb):
“Hi Hugh,
I will pass this on to other members in Forest Fields Improvement Assoc. and see if we can come up with any thing for our area, particular Gregory Blvd and Hyson crossroads,
thanks, 
Ian Pickering, Chair
….comments from David Litchfield (3 Feb):
“Hugh, 

This is a really interesting and useful document.

Can I remind you of an issue close to my heart, as well as my home, which I think is a major safety hazard for cyclists?  Now that the old Becket school on Ruddington Lane has closed will the City remove the awful traffic calming measures they put in place outside the school a few years ago.  

They are an absolute nightmare for cyclists.  I go that way to and from work, and it is really difficult having to ride several hundred yards where traffic is doing the same speed as you because of the humps.  As for the sticking out bit of pavement, that is positively dangerous for cyclists.  

Traffic heading north towards Wilford crossroads is supposed to give way to traffic heading south towards Ruddington.  There are a significant number of drivers who think this doesn't apply if a cyclist is approaching.  Of the five days a week I ride the route, 

I would conservatively estimate that I go through this bit heading south two days a week with cars (a Transit van last Monday - very scary) coming through in the opposite direction forcing me into the kerb.  It's dangerous and the entire scheme was ill thought out.  In addition, I know the residents in that area don't like it as it slows down lorries heading for the industrial estate and creates fumes and noise as they accelerate between humps.

Thanks Hugh.

….comments on this from Martin Bee, City Council (8 Feb)

“The existing traffic calming scheme on Ruddington Lane in the vicinity of Becket School was implemented in December 1998 to address a number of injury accidents. The scheme would be reviewed as part of any planning application process for the Becket School Site with any amendments or removal of the scheme requiring agreement from the Road Safety team. Associated costs would need to be met by the developer.
 
Steve Freek is aware of this issue and will liaise with the Road Safety Team when a planning application is received.
Cheers, Martin”
….and from Adrian Juffs (3 Feb):

“Hi

If I were ‘the City’ I’d find it helpful to be able to see the list prioritised in a simple way (e.g. red/amber/green).  Also a very brief note describing each priority level e.g.:

· Red: dangerous and/or used by a large number of cyclists and/or used daily by cyclists

· Amber: potentially dangerous and/or used by growing numbers and/or regularly used

· Green: not dangerous – may encourage increased route usage

Apologies if you have already covered this and I simply haven’t spotted it – I’ve only had time to scan the email and draft wishlist.

Adrian”

….from Paul Dodsley, Nottingham PCT (3 Feb):
” Hi,

     From and Healthy Workforce point of view we will support any developments and ensure that staff are aware of these. Travel plan forms and integral part of the healthy workforce work.

Cheers, Paul”

…further suggestion from me (7 Nov):
City Centre: need for changes to road layouts in area around Talbot Street, Wollaton Street, Clarendon Street etc. to make the area more cycle-friendly. It is now very difficult because of the topography and the lack of direct routes for cyclists such as contraflow lanes on one-way streets, of which there are several in this area!

Add references to provision for cyclists alongside the NET extension routes in the City, e.g. south of Silverdale between Clifton and Ruddington Lane (on City/Rushcliffe boundary).
….comments from Phil Keynes (9 Feb):

“Hugh, looks a comprehensive list!

 

A. specifics - 

 

page 1, point 1 - healthy, sustainable - and accessible/affordable?

 

point 2 - add 30mph limit on single carriageway, urban main roads as default? - eg Ladybay bridge, Manvers street link are both 40mph, with brief 30 in between - which is widely ignored

 

area 8 Mapperley - should read forest road east
area 11 (I think) - add better link/s from Carrington Street to Castle Road and Peverill Drive 

B. General (and I'm not suggesting these are necessarily jobs for Pedals)

- be nice to map all this! - comments could be condensed and mapping could assist with some sort of area/route approach - make it all a bit more coherent - a nice exercise with a big map and cut out bullet points

- could classify suggestions - some are signing/maintenance, some are major infrastructure etc (could colour code for mapping exercise?

- how could/should they be prioritised? - degree of danger? measure of use/potential use? ease of implementation? contribution to priority routes?
Regards, Phil
Cycle parking at New Art Exchange: exchange of messages with Andrew Martin
“Hugh
Fyi and the agenda (item regarding cycle parking at shops and other public premises).
Best wishes, Andrew

--- On Tue, 9/2/10, Mark Stephens <Mark@nae.org.uk> wrote:

From: Mark Stephens <Mark@nae.org.uk>
Subject: RE: Cycle Parking at your building
To: anim_al67@yahoo.co.uk
Date: Tuesday, 9 February, 2010, 14:51

Dear Mr Martin
Many thanks for your email in regards to cycle parking at New Art Exchange.

I appreciate and share your concerns in respect of security whilst cycles are parked in the current location.  We are currently reviewing the overall security arrangements for the venue with the possible extension of our CCTV cameras to cover this side of the building, subject to fundraising to cover the costs.

In regards to your suggestion for placing the cycle frames on the front of the building, unfortunately this is not possible as the area directly outside the windows/doors are utilised in the summer months for seating/tables.  It is intended to use the area to the front right of the building for performance based art/installations, so again this would prevent permanently placing the cycle parks in this area.

As part of our security review we are also consider your comment in regards to signposting.

Thank you once again for taking the time to contact New Art Exchange.  Please be assured wherever possible we will provide maximum opportunities/facilities to promote and endorse cycle as a normal part of everyday life.

With kind regards
Mark Stephens
Director of Operations & Enterprise
New Art Exchange
T:   0115 924 8636
M:  07545 261 762
E:   mark@nae.org.uk
W:  www.nae.org.uk
W:  www.myspace.com/new_art_exchange
39-41 Gregory Boulevard
Nottingham
NG7 6BE

-----Original Message-----
From: Emma Chadwick On Behalf Of New Art Exchange
Sent: 08 February 2010 13:22
To: 'Skinder Hundal'; Mark Stephens
Subject: FW: Cycle Parking at your building

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Martin [mailto:anim_al67@yahoo.co.uk] 
Sent: 04 February 2010 15:17
To: New Art Exchange
Subject: Cycle Parking at your building

Dear Folks at New Art Exchange

I have visited your premises a number of times and enjoyed the art on display. I generally travel by bike for work and leisure purposes, so it is encouraging and genuinely inclusive when cycle parking is provided at public venues such as the New Art Exchange.

The number of stands (10?) is good although there are aspects which I feel need improving. Firstly, the stands are located down the side of the building; this means that parked bikes are not visible from the pavement/front of the building and are therefore vulnerable to damage/theft. Secondly, I could not see any signs at the front of the building to direct visiting cyclists to the cycle stands. 

There is space at the front of the building where cycle stands could be located; this would have the added advantage of showing parked bikes and therefore cycling, as a normal part of everyday life.
Please can you address my concerns?
Many thanks, Andrew Martin

Apparently minor matters, e.g. Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultations 

Consultation letter of 28 Jan re Proposed double yellow lines at the junction of Harrow Road and Harrow Gardens, Wollaton (comments needed by 25 Feb)

7. Miscellaneous items

Pedals comments on the Draft Rushcliffe Climate Change Strategy

I sent in a 3-page response from Pedals to the consultation on this, with a copies to a few of you already who I thought would be most interested. I can send to anyone else who asks me for it

I also copied my response to Gary S-W of GNTP and Ridewise who on  10 Feb sent me these comments:-

“Hugh

Thanks for your comments re GNTP and Ridewise.

As you would expect I’m very supportive of the general direction of your responses and it seems that the Policy drivers being used in developing the County LTP’ are not being factored in to the Rushcliffe strategy e.g.

· Active travel 
· Less transport  infrastructure but more need for smarter choices 
· New fuels/electrification 
· Access to employment, learning and services 
Seems like they need to liaise with Kevin/Sean/Paul at the County Council a bit more

Gary”

Andrew Martin’s Cyclenation Board Membership (message of 8 Feb):

“I have reviewed my various commitments and responsibilities and decided to
resign from the Cyclenation Board. We are due to meet at the LCC office at
the end of Feb. so I will then announce to the other Board Members.

Perhaps you could note this as an agenda item for the next Pedals meeting
as I am sure another Pedals member might consider such involvement with
Cyclenation
Peace and pedals, Andrew”
Keeping Pedals members email addresses up to date.

Now that we are making more use of email to communicate with members it is vital that these records are as full and up to date as possible if we are not to lose members through their feeling that we never communicate with them and let them know just what we are doing with the share of their hard-earned cash which they have been good enough to let us have.

I am trying to work closely with Dave in ensuring that my Pedals address lists are up to date but each time there seem to be 7-8 which come back as ‘Undeliverable’. In most cases Dave has no alternative email addresses for me to try so it seems that we have no alternative but to use their mail addresses to write to them and check what their latest email addresses are.

I also note from the Membership records that there are still many for whom we have no email addresses at all, whether because they don’t have any or because they have not let us have them, despite our repeated appeals.

It does worry me that relations with our members, which we can all too easily take for granted, may be suffering as a result of this and our (tentative) decision to drop sending out printed newsletters, at least to all members, so we need to discuss how best to address this situation.*

Message of 9 Feb from John Stuart Clark re give away bike mags

Please can you circulate. Thanks.
John Clark

I have over 100 cycling magazines to give away in a job lot. I need  
the space. They are all neatly filed in Banker's Boxes, and include  
copies of London Cyclist, Cycle, Bike Biz (trade mag), Fellowship (of  
Cycling Old Timers) News, Cycling Plus, The Society of Cycling Artist  
Magazine, Bicycle (USA), Velo News and the seminal Bike Culture,  
Bicycle Buyer's Bible and Bicycle. You will need a car to collect,  
and it'll be first come first served. If you don't hear from me,  
they've gone.

Contact: John Clark
brick@ntlworld.com
The Bike Song – message of 7 Feb from Roger Williams (former Director of Partnerships for Nottm PCT) and my reply:

“Roger
Thanks very much for this excellent news which I was very glad to hear about. I am glad that we were able, both through the CTC Newsnet and through last November's CTC - Cyclenation cycle campaigners conference in Nottingham, to give The Bike Song so much publicity and to help boost national and now international interest.
 

I am passing on this response both to the CTC and to Pedals activists. Perhaps this might generate some further useful publicity!
best wishes, Hugh
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Roger Williams 

To: 'Hugh McClintock (Dell)' 

Sent: Sunday, February 07, 2010 7:41 PM

Subject: The Bike Song

Hugh

Thank you for your support for The Bike Song. If you click on the links to the video and then click on “Statistics and data” under the video screen, a graph will appear. Near the beginning of the graph you will see a huge upward kick. We are 99% sure that this coincides with the entry in the CTC e-newsletter which then lead on to other referrals from bike sites.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAO95Q5IiYY
 

The video has now been entered into the New York Bike Film Festival which takes place in June  http://www.bicyclefilmfestival.com/?p=newyork We will await the results with interest. The video of the song is a shorter version of a seven minute forty-three second epic. Given that CTC members accessed the video in huge numbers it maybe that CTC members would want to know that BOTH versions are now available for purchase from i-Tunes for 79p per track.    

 

I wonder if you might forward this information to your CTC contact for consideration?

Best wishes

Roger Williams

(15-minute break)

8. Ways of Raising Pedals Profile –comments on the note for discussion I circulated on 27 Jan (updated version should now be attached)
Ways of raising Pedals profile and who might take these forward – 

some notes to guide the break-out groups discussion at the Pedals monthly meeting 
on 15 February 2010

Introduction

The need to raise Pedals profile has been mentioned several times over the last year or so and was specifically stressed in one of our ‘break-out’ small group discussions at a meeting last spring. 

However, we have, I think, for various reasons, made only limited progress in taking this proposal forward so thought it might be useful to spend some time, in small groups, discussing these ideas (as well as Peter Brigg’s specific suggestion for a campaign to improve the quantity and quality of cycle parking at shops), reviewing progress, deciding which we want to drop, refurbish, develop, and who might be involved in doing this, as part of our broader effort to encourage a wider range of people to be actively involved in Pedals. 

This could give us a fresh set of action proposals to act on following the AGM in March that should also aim once again to find an incumbent for the vacant post of Publicity Officer, to help coordinate and spearhead these initiatives.

Current longer established and more recently suggested / introduced ways of raising Pedals profile, include (in no particular order):

Newsletter

Up until last year we sent a 16 page newsletter to all members, and about 200 copies to various complimentary copy recipients (mainly local council members and officers, MPs, other (local and some national) cycling, (other) transport and environmental organisations etc.) and these appeared twice a year (cut back from 3 times a year until 2008). We had to cut back the length and frequency of these issues, for financial reasons, particularly following the loss of sponsorship from Nelson in 2008, after 3 years, and with increased printing and postage costs which were increasingly swamping our budget.

Since then we have agreed in principle to drop the idea of having hard copy newsletters, at least for the majority of members and complimentary copy recipients, and to consider some form of regular e-newsletter, a suggested model of which was recently circulated by Larry Neylon, Pedals Webmaster. The future of this, and who will edit and distribute it, is one of several important matters needing a decision at the AGM in March.

The number of complimentary copy recipients has always been fairly high but bear in mind that the vast majority of these copies are hand delivered so we avoid postage costs that we have had to pay for most copies to members (attempts some years ago to rely mostly on hand delivery of these proved very unreliable, by the way, so we switched to 90% postal delivery, except in a couple of areas where we were quite sure we could rely on the volunteer deliverers).

Even though, I am sure most of the complimentary copy recipients never read each issue from cover to cover we tended to get some feedback that they helped to give councillors etc. a generally favourable impression of Pedals and to remind them that we had not gone away!

Having said that, there was one former (late 1980s and 1990s) County Council Environment Committee Chair, Councillor Terry Butler, who, he told me once, used to go through each issue with a red marker pen, highlighting the comments he objected to, and once writing to me to complain about “our constant, petty, negative, nit-picking attitude!”

On a different matter one possible danger we have to be aware of in switching largely or wholly to an electronic for our newsletters is that we won’t have spare printed copies to leave around and pass out. This can be quite useful, both for people who come to our stalls and to help raise our profile generally, and tell me about our current campaigns, when we go along to other events.

Similarly for people like councillors, who we want at least to pick up a copy long enough to get some impression of our continuing activity, and main preoccupations, the danger with their now getting only an electronic copy is that they will just delete it without even a glance at the front page.

Posters

Over the years we have had several different Pedals posters and have attempted, with varying degrees of success, to get these out to cycle shops, libraries and other outlets. However, it has always been a problem not only to get these distributed but then to ensure that they are in fact displayed!

Our most recent poster was produced rather hurriedly about two years ago by a non-cycling friend of Larry Neylon’s to fill a gap we suddenly seemed to find ourselves with when the supplies of the previous one, designed some years before by ‘Brick’ (John Stuart Clark) ran out. 

A year or so ago, when we last discussed this, there seemed to be some feeling that people were not very happy with it, and that we should come up with a new design. A couple of people did respond to that request but neither of their suggestions seemed to find general favour so we dropped further discussion of the matter.

Pedals website

We have had some kind of Pedals website since about 1997 though for years there was very little information on it and I was often embarrassed by the fact that a good of it, even basic information such as the current subs rate and contacts, was often out of date.

Things greatly improved about 3-4 years ago when Larry Neylon took over as Webmaster and put a lot of effort into revamping the site, and adding extra pages.

With the decline in frequency of the newsletter since 2008 we have been encouraging members recently to refer regularly to the website, particularly for details of current campaigns, and meetings, and contacts.

However, this does need still a lot of effort to keep the site up to date and lively and informative and even the home page, I am sure, will soon look stale, if it is not revised, including new images, at least once a month. We could do with having quite a few more people involved in monitoring the site and making regular suggestions and contributions for keeping it attractive and up to date, to take some off the burden off Larry.

Pedals stalls

We have always relied a lot on stalls to recruit new members and in the last few years the number of events to which we get invited has increased greatly, especially in the May-July period when we often have 2-3 invitations for several weekends. For several years Dave Clark and Liz Kirk have put enormous effort into turning out for these, and several other people such as Susan Young, Andrew Martin and Arthur Williams have helped quite a bit, but it has remained a struggle to get enough people to run these, even when we focus on the ones that are most likely to get large numbers of visitors and, in particular, substantial numbers interested in Pedals.

The stalls are also a very good way of getting into conversations with different people, whether or not they are currently regular cyclists, and for encouraging people to contact us afterwards and perhaps even join! 

At several events we have also used our stalls to coordinate with Ridewise in promoting their cyclist training services. 

We also often get useful feedback on stalls from people about problems for cyclists in different areas and improvements they would like to see. The maps and guides we have on the stalls are particularly useful in encouraging such discussions, especially when we have several people around to help.

There is also often scope at these stalls to provide cycle parking for visitors and Doctor Bike check-ups. We used to offer these regularly about ten years ago but the number of volunteers went down and so we sold off, or gave away, all our tools and equipment, about 3-4 years ago.

We used to have a spare set of (mini) display boards, although in practice we did not always have enough person power to use both together. However, the spare set seemed to go missing last year!

Having enough person power to make the best use of stalls not only means having enough people involved in setting up and taking down stalls, and in turning out on the day to run them. It also means ensuring throughout the year that the contents are up to date and not too weather-bashed and tatty, and that we have adequate supplies of leaflets to display and give out to people who visit our stalls. Furthermore, organising displays means having a thorough review of display contents each year, perhaps around April when the new main ‘season’ starts.

Pedals Roadshows

A proposal last year was that we should make a special effort, in conjunction with our 30th anniversary celebrations, to make contact with members in more outlying areas, with whom we often have little contact, at least in terms of their coming to our monthly meetings.

We organised one very successful Pedals Roadshow on a hot summer evening in Beeston last June, with a History of Pedals slide show in the first half, and, in the second, a general discussion about issues of concern to local cyclists.

Following that we agreed to try to organise another one in Sherwood, for which, at first, it seemed hard to get substantial support from local members. However, one reason for this gradually became clear, that several local cyclists (including a few local Pedals members) had come together via the Transition Sherwood and Mapperley group, with an idea of organising their own extended roadshow, with input from Pedals and other organisations. This is to take place on Saturday 27 March.

Cooperation with Transition Nottingham and its local area groups.

This was another suggestion last year, on which we have made some progress, after some initial faltering and confusion about dates! I was invited along last June to a meeting of the TN Steering Group, for discussion potential collaboration. This was useful, even though pressure of other business meant that I had only about 10 minutes for my input.

We have been invited since then to have stalls at some of their events such as the Midsummer Energy event last summer, and there is clearly some overlap in membership between Pedals and TN, on which we can build, particularly in Sherwood and West Bridgford. In West Bridgford, thanks to Karina Wells, this has also helped us to be invited along to work with the local Transition West Bridgford Group on the local 20mph area zones campaign, being led by the WB Local Traffic and Transport Group, and also the new WB Greening Campaign launch event, due to take place on 20 March, as well as Karina’s annual WB Summer Gathering. This has been going for 3 years now and this year’s is fixed for 15 May.

In the last few months I have been invited by Brian Davey of TN (and also a longstanding Pedals member) to join Nigel Lee of Nottingham FOE and a few others in helping to draft a section on transport for their proposed Energy Descent Plan for Nottingham. This is beginning to progress, after a slow start.

Talks about Pedals at (major) worksites

This was also proposed last year, as it happened not long after I had been invited to a big sustainable transport event organised by Experian in June. However, this was postponed because the organiser had a bad car accident, and I have not yet heard any more about the new date they said they would fix. Before it was cancelled they had agreed to my idea of including a slide show and talk about Pedals at lunchtime.

At the Bike to Work Day ‘Wheelie Big Breakfast’ in the Old Market Square I was asked by the coordinator of the Driving Standards Agency Bicycle User Group (BUG) to come along and talk to their members and I agreed to do this. However, although he seemed keen to arrange it fairly soon, I have heard no more since.

More recently I have been asked to say a bit about Pedals at the Nottm PCT Staff Travel Plan launch on 18 March.

Liaison with the local media

For several years now we have lacked a Publicity Officer to concentrate on this so have relied on my ad hoc contacts, with fitful results which have also often depended on the interest in cycling from particular journalists.

Several years ago now we had one NEP Journalist who gave us lots of coverage, often inspired by various articles in our newsletters, or by ringing to ask my reaction to various national and local events / reports. At one time, about ten years ago, we were getting an average of about one mention of week for Pedals in the NEP!

Since then we have had much less coverage from the NEP although both Jon Robinson and Caroline Lowbridge have shown some interest in the last year or two, sometimes inspired by things on our website, including details of forthcoming meetings. Perhaps we should invite one or both of them along to our meetings to develop this further, and get tips for local media coverage, as we did last year from (commuter cyclist) Colin Hazeldene of BBC East Midlands Today.

Over the years, in fact right back since our launch commuter races in May 1979, we have had regular coverage from BBC Radio Nottingham, including some from John Holmes, well-known as a regular and keen cyclist!

Sometimes media coverage has been helped by particular campaigns as we have seen over the last year or so with our role in trying to get the Wilford Suspension Bridge reopened. We have in fact now had 3 interviews about this with BBC East Midlands Today and several local radio slots as well as a fair amount of coverage in the NEP.

In terms of raising our media profile with the general public let us also not forget the importance of taking advantage of the letters to the editor pages of the Evening Post. I know that these tend to be closely followed by local politicians!

Over the years that I have been Chairman I reckon that I must have had about 2-3 letters a year published, though sometimes it has got rather hard to keep thinking up new ways of responding to ones that just go on about the menace of cyclists riding on pavements and going through red lights etc (perhaps there are rather fewer than there were at one time about 12 years ago, when, it seemed quite a few NEP correspondents wanted to hold me personally responsible for all these evils!

Some years ago, in the 1980s and early 1990s when Robin Schoolar was Pedals Secretary, he also had several letters published but in recent years there seem to have far fewer published by anyone I know is a Pedals member! 

I suggest that it is important, if we want to keep Pedals profile prominent in the NEP (and other local press) that letters are seen to come from a variety of Pedals members, as well as from the occasional other odd correspondent prepared to say something favourable about cyclists!

We also perhaps should have been making more use of the various other local papers, including freebies. This includes things like the Beeston Express and the West Bridgford Local News, where we have done very little to get coverage. We have also neglected Radio Trent, who gave us quite a bit of coverage in the early years but none recently, as far as I know. 

To make the most of these opportunities does particularly need a dedicated publicity or local media liaison officer, and a proactive stance.

New social media: Facebook and Twitter

Richard Mallender last year kindly offered to set up a Pedals page on Facebook and we should perhaps have given more publicity to this initiative, which Larry Neylon now had offered to make more prominent on our website.

More recently there have been suggestions, e.g. from Gary Smerdon-White that we should make use of Twitter, e.g. to let people know in icy weather what routes are cyclable!

Participating in other local events and meetings.

As well as having stalls at several events, particularly high profile ones like the biannual Big Day Out, we get regular invitations to several others, e.g. the twice yearly Greater Nottingham Transport Partnership Business Breakfast briefings, many of which I have been to, and where it is possible to help get Pedals known in wider circles.

There are also other occasional one-off events to which various environmental groups are invited such as the Great Green Gathering at The Council House last October, and some organised by the County Council and some local Borough Councils, as well as occasional regional ones, organised at GOEM (Government Office for the East Midlands) or the Highways Agency, etc. (e.g. the East Midlands Road Users’ Forum meeting at GOEM on 5 February 2010).

Involvement in regular meetings such as those of the Broxtowe Partnership Transport Group and the West Bridgford Local Traffic and Transport Group, and the Greater Nottm Light Rail Advisory Group also helps develop our profile and remind people that we are still active. 

Just recently, through Karina Wells, I have been asked to represent Pedals on the Rushcliffe Environmental Partnership Group which meets quarterly and which seems keen to want to get involved in promoting greener travel. This may help us to remedy the lack of interest in cycling which Rushcliffe Borough Council have shown in recent years after a decade or so (when John Bannister was a Borough Councillor) when they did a lot!

We do however need a wider range of people to represent us on these to take an active detailed interest in big projects such as the Cycling for Health Project, the new Sustrans Ucycle Project and the Steering Committee of the Framework Housing Association Bike Club bike recycling project.

I have also in the last 2-3 years been along to some meetings such as AGMs of organisations representing a wider range of groups, such as the Nottingham Council for Voluntary Service and the equivalent organisation in Rushcliffe. Again these are another way of raising awareness of Pedals by people who may not have heard of us or be only dimly aware of our existence!

Attending these meetings can help us to develop contacts with a wider range of people, some of whom may be interested in sending someone to speak at our meetings. Indeed having a variety of speakers at our meetings, from local authorities, The Big Wheel etc. but also other organisations can help more widely to raise and reinvigorate our profile, as well as helping to boost numbers attending meetings. This has clearly been evident with our change pattern of meetings in the last two years, inviting speakers along to more of our meetings, and not just a few in the autumn and winter.

Last but not least is our profile with other cycle campaigners nationally and regionally, e.g., through the East Midlands Cycling Forum, and nationally with Cyclenation, CTC and Sustrans, etc. I had hoped that our hosting of the national cycle campaigners conference in Nottingham last November would help to raise our profile locally and attract new blood, though I am sure if it in fact did so, regrettably!

Responding to (local) consultations

Another way to get Pedals known, and to spread awareness of our concerns, is to respond to the numerous consultation we get. This includes not only ones where our comments are routinely sought, including minor Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) as well as more substantial traffic management schemes, and major planning and transport strategies such as the Greater Nottingham Aligned Core Strategies (2009) and the various versions of the Local Transport Plan, now separate for the City and County in the new LTP consultation (‘LTP3’) which has just begun.

There is also plenty of scope for making responses to a wider range of policy documents, where our views may not be explicitly sought, but where there is an appeal for organisations and the wider public to respond. This includes, for example, the current draft Rushcliffe Borough Climate Change Strategy, which has very little in it about transport at all, and cycling in particular.

Publicity stunts

Publicity stunts are a good way of getting publicity and we have never gone in for these very much, I am aware. One rare example, in our earlier days, was the ‘Pothole golf’ action, playing golf in potholes that we staged and another one around the same time involving a mock accident, cause by a cyclist falling to a pothole, which we staged in combination with an offer from one our then active members to lend us an ambulance!

One suggestion for the proposed campaign on cycle parking at shops is to organise a ‘Cyclists supermarket dash’ where cyclists see how much they can fit in a trolley and then in their panniers. Should we be doing more things like that?

And now – a few questions perhaps to discuss at the meeting:-

· What are the most important activities for us to engage in to make people more aware of Pedals?

· Should we take a conscious decision to drop some of our profile raising activities and concentrate on others?

· What else should we be doing to raise Pedals profile?

· How should be involved in doing it?

· What about our existing ways of raising our profile, such as having stalls at different events, and keeping our website up to date and attractive?

· Is there a danger that in thinking of new approaches we neglect the importance of older ones, some of which we may perhaps take for granted?

· What can we afford to do, both in terms of personpower and financial resources?

· How in raising our profile we can mobilise our wider membership and not just those who come regularly or occasionally to meetings

· How do we go about filling again the post of Publicity Officer which has now been vacant for several years?

· Would it make it easier to fill this post if we separate its various possible components and gave them to different people? These could include raising Pedals profile in the media, organising stalls and displays, ensuring Pedals publicity material is available in (cycle) shops, local libraries, etc., and working with the Webmaster to ensure that our website is kept up to date and attractive.

Comments on the earlier draft:

….from Mara Ozolins, 27 Jan:

“Hugh,

Instead of the paper newsletter how about a 1 page summary of main news/events – to be printed on an ordinary printer. Busy people are more likely to read something short and snappy.

By the way, the Beeston Express is no longer free (though only about 20p). I used to read it when it was free, but not now!

Probably best to split publicity post (or others) into separate tasks.

Sorry to not be able to make much input. All the best,

Mara”

….from Julian Bentley, 28 Jan
“Hugh
A couple of thoughts:
re keeping the website updated/interesting would it possible to have a feature whereby Pedals members (or others?) could upload cycling/cycling related photos?
 
re getting a new Publicity Officer/Media and Promotion Manager would it be possible to do some sort of appeal (by advert/posters?) – 
Has Pedals ever approached the local arts community with a view to getting them involved (many of who it seem to be sympathetic to Cycling) - a lot of the recent/still running Hinterland arts project was cycling related...e.g. bicycle foraging trips, bike powered cinema.
see http://www.hinterlandprojects.com/ if you haven’t already.
Cheers, Julian
Hugh, 11.2.10
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