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For inclusion with Agenda for Pedals meeting on Monday 19 April 2010
Update notes on Pedals matters (including various meetings) in which I have been involved since the last meeting (15 March)

Hugh

Minutes of the Pedals Annual General Meeting Held 15th March 2010 at The Globe.

Present: Hugh McClintock, Peter Osborne, David Miller, Susan Young, David Clark, Terry Scott, Peter Briggs, Andrew Househan, John Bannister, Andrew Martin, Arthur Williams, Hilary Backhouse, Roland Backhouse, Martin Quarton, Roy Wilson. Alison Russell, Elizabeth Kirk, Chris Gardner, Joan Mackin, Richard Mallender, Karen Fry, Chris Parker and Eve Parker.
Apologies for absence: Paul Saxton, Lynne Booth, Malcolm Kennerley, Mara Ozolins, John Wilson and Roger Codling.
Chairman’s Annual Report. 
Hugh gave an over view of the chairman’s report for 2009-10 highlighting the successes (Autumn conference, Framework bike recycling scheme, reopening of Wilford suspension bridge and increased turnout at monthly meetings etc) and some failures (potential loss of Rural Rides programme from 2011, the County Council’s general lack of interest in cycling and lack of officer with enough time really to focus on cycling).  T
Treasurer’s Report. 
Chris Gardner has taken this role over from Susan Young. The Autumn conference finances are virtually sorted. £550 has been ring fenced for Byron House (the venue) as it is proving difficult / impossible to pay for this. Profit from the conference is about £500. It was agreed to pay £25 each to the local church and SUMAC centre for their assistance in lending equipment. A vote of thanks for Susan’s efforts was passed.
The City County Forest book continues to sell steadily nearly 5 years after the second edition appeared. There are about 9000 copies left. More are being sold online now.
Chris has emailed his report to Pedals activists. Chris said that Pedals is in a better position than a year ago with about £7400 in funds. The newsletter is 41% of expenditure. Chris is proposing to reduce the number of Pedals accounts (currently there are four) to simplify administration.

The cost of stalls is increasing. These costs could perhaps be shared with others e.g. Ridewise.

Cheque signatories are Chris, Susan and Andrew.  David Miller has said that he wishes to stop being responsible for selling Pedals T-shirts. These will be sold on the stalls in the future. There are not many of them left.
Pedals will renew its subscription to Cyclenation even though this has risen from £48 to £70.

Election of Officers. 
Hugh is stepping down as Chairman. Andrew Martin is taking over as Chief Facilitator. Arthur Williams and Susan Young will be assistant facilitators / meetings chairs, with Hugh still willing to assist (as back-up), if necessary.
The constitution needs to be amended to allow for the change of name from “Chairman” to “Facilitator”. (This proposed changed wording, to be drafted by Hugh in consultation with Andrew, Peter and Susan, will go out in the newsletter to consult members with a view than to getting the change ratified by the next monthly meeting). 
Chris Gardner is continuing as Treasurer. 
Dave Clark is continuing as Membership Secretary. 
Responsibility for Publicity and media liaison will now be shared by a subgroup including Andrew Martin, John Bannister, Susan Young, Arthur Williams as well as Hugh and will make their mobile numbers available for media contacts. 
Peter Osborne is taking over as Secretary (and continues as Minutes Secretary).
It was agreed to set up a separate committee (elected officers and a few Pedals activists, e.g. Susan and Arthur) to focus on internal Pedals business needing more careful deliberation. The committee of eight will mainly keep in touch by email and a private area on the website, but with some occasional face to face meetings. This decision is also subject to formal ratification by the wider Pedals membership.
Pedals representation at meetings and liaison with other organisations: Current and new volunteers. 
Notes were circulated with the AGM agenda by email. The following is a brief summary of the changes made at the AGM:-
· Greater Nottm CDG: Hugh and Arthur continuing with this.
· Cycling for Health Project Steering Committee: Peter Briggs had now taken over from Hugh as the main Pedals rep.

· Broxtowe Transport Group: Robin Phillips assumed to be willing to continue, though Peter Briggs also now interested in attending when Robin cannot make it. Hugh would now attend only if there were particular items of interest to him coming up, e.g. relating to the NET extension plans in Broxtowe Borough.

· Stapleford Local Transport Group: Martin Quarton offered to attend this.
· Notts CC Highways South Cycle Group is now in practice defunct so no volunteer now needed

· Greater Nottm Light Transit Advisory Committee: Hugh (and Andrew as substitute) willing to continue with this.
· Broxtowe Environmental Partnership:  Less important unless anyone particularly wishes to attend!

· Rushcliffe Environmental Partnership: Hugh willing to attend this, along with Karina Wells (who wears various hats at such meetings but who is keen to get the group to get more interested in green transport)

· West Bridgford Local Traffic and Transport Group: Hugh willing to continue representing Pedals on this group, chaired by John Bannister. Richard Mallender also involved as a Rushcliffe Councillor.

· CANN (Climate Change Action Nottinghamshire). Richard Mallender will attend if this continues. Its future was unclear with the departure of Callie Lister from the FOE Regional Office who was coordinating the group.
· East Midlands Cycling Forum:  Hugh said that there were problems in finding a generally convenient date cannot be found for this in the spring or summer 2010, for various reasons, so it might now be necessary to postpone it until the autumn. He would keep the situation under review
· Monitoring planning applications: Hugh will do this for Rushcliffe. Volunteers required for Broxtowe, Gedling and City.
· U-cycle project: Arthur, Roland, Hugh and Susan to continue to liaise.
· Notts CC cycling instructor: Andrew and Susan.

· Transition Nottingham and local groups. The Sherwood Bike Day on 27 March was a good example of how Pedals could work closely with local TN groups, especially ones where there was strong interest in cycling, as in Sherwood and West Bridgford. Andrew Martin and Arthur Williams, as well as Karen Fry, were much involved with organising the Sherwood event.

· Ridewise: Andrew Martin and Susan Young

· Sustrans: Peter Osborne and Andrew Martin involved as Sustrans volunteer rangers and Hugh more generally liaises with Nicola Jones in particular.

· One-off meetings, e.g. as organised by GNTP, GOEM, etc. on various wider transport and planning matters: representation to be discussed on ad hoc basis. For the time being at least, Hugh was willing to coordinate this. Arthur said that he might be able to attend some of these.

It is important that Pedals representatives at meetings make sure that they have any necessary background information on the background to agenda items likely to be of interest to Pedals, or which we wish to raise, as well report back to the Pedals business meeting on the outcome of meetings. 
It was also important that any comments on behalf of Pedals were consistent with our statement of strategic aims, as revised last year and available on the Pedals website.
Wilford Suspension Bridge legal status.  
Hugh is meeting with Tom Huggon (Nottm Civic Society) who has considerable relevant legal expertise, to seek better long-term legal protection for the bridge as a right of way for walkers and cyclists. 
Nottingham Railway Station Secure Bike Compound. 
The secure cycle parking compound in the former Milk Dock area off Station Street is now half complete. Keith Morgan will be speaking about this at April’s meeting.
Website. 
A private area on the website for the Pedals committee will set up by Larry Neylon. This could be used for virtual committee meetings and to include contact details for Pedals members Hugh consulted about consultation proposals in different areas.
Newsletter. 
Agreed that some continued hard copy issues were still necessary. However, to reduce costs, this will have only four pages in the future and will go out twice a year. Karen Fry has offered to dot the layout if Hugh does the text. This will save paying Portshel to do the layout. 
The next newsletter is due out in May, to coincide with the time when subs renewals are due, and this year the mailout would also included an attachment about the proposed amendments to the Pedals Constitution so that we could then formally ratify the changes agreed at the AGM.
It was agreed that it was important to continue to distribute a lot of printed copies of the newsletter on a complementary basis, to officers and councillors of local authorities, local MPs, and the local media etc, as this was an important campaigning tool. We should also mention this to Pedals members, as one way in which their subs helped us to campaign.

Miscellaneous. 
The 14 Pedals scrapbooks (going back thirty years) need scanning. Chris Gardner has offered to store them.  If anyone has access to resources / funding / sources of help to enable us to scan the entire contents that would be very welcome please. Hugh will for the time being continue with updating the scrapbooks, which now has been done up the recent reopening of the Wilford Suspension Bridge.

Items donated by John Rhodes to help raise funds for Pedals.

Chris will check eBay prices for the recently received seat pins and saddles. 
Cycle parking at shops campaign

Please email pictures of cycle parking faculties (good or bad) to Peter Briggs. Hugh will give this a plug in the newsletter.

Displays and proposals for Pedals tabards

The stall notice boards are still missing. It was suggested that people manning stalls should have tabards (more practical than T-shirts). 
It was also suggested that fluorescent tops with the Pedals logo could be given away with membership renewals. Dave Clark will cost this and check on quality. 
Rural rides brochures

The new ones were now available from Trent Bridge House but it seemed that they had not yet been more widely distributed. Pedals members could help by ensuring that their local libraries and cycle shops had copies, as well as by publicising the web link for pdf copies. It was important to ensure that numbers taking part kept up.

GNBR 2010: 

The Great Notts Bike Ride is being launched on Wed 17th at County Hall. Martin Quarton volunteered to represent Pedals.
Pedals involvement in the Nottingham Green Festival (postscript)

Hugh had now arranged to meet Jeremy Jago and John Truscott on Wednesday evening in Sherwood to try to find a solution to this longstanding dispute.
Finally: 
A vote of thanks to Hugh for his efforts over the years was passed. There will be some kind of social event (barbeque) in the summer to recognise this. Susan and Hugh to liaise about dates and the various ‘faces from Pedals past’ to be invited along with current members and people in other organisations who we worked with.
Update on Pedals matters mentioned at previous meetings and on which I have been involved / following up since the last meeting:

Wilford ‘Suspension Bridge – campaign for more secure long term right of way status: copy of my message of 28 March to Cllr. Jane Urquhart, Portfolio Holder for Transport, City Council:

“Dear Jane
Good to see you at the Sherwood Bike Day yesterday which seemed to be well organised and go very well. I hope that you enjoyed it?
 

Ever since the reopening of the Wilford Suspension Bridge last month several people have been asking me about the arrangements for future maintenance so that there can be no possibility of such a vital link ever being so neglected and closed again, at least for such a very long period. My answer has been that I understand that introducing much more regular and reliable arrangements for the future inspection and maintenance of the bridge was one of the conditions of the financial support for the repair of the Bridge agreed by both the City and County Councils with Severn Trent Water plc but it would be very helpful please if you could let me have some more detailed information on this agreement.
 

While we do know that the agreement with STW covers permitted access by pedestrians and cyclists for a period of 25 years I have also had several people asking if we really consider this secure enough given the key importance of the bridge, and suggesting that we ought now , with other interested parties, to campaign for a proper right of way over the bridge for cyclists and pedestrians, to give much firmer long term security of use and to emphasise to the bridge's owners, STW plc, the importance of this access rather than just as a structure to carry their water pipes, especially bearing in mind the wider recreational objectives to which, even as a private company, they are still bound. These are very important as are their responsibilities as owners of a Listed Structure to look after the bridge properly.
 

Many people were very surprised, at the time of the emergency closure in July 2008, to learn that there was no legal right of way over the bridge, for either pedestrians or for cyclists. We also were surprised only fairly recently to learn that the draft agreement in the early 1980s between STW and the County Council, to allow permissive cycle access, in return for various conditions, was in fact never finalised.
 

In view of these concerns I recently met Tom Huggon, the Chairman of the Footpaths Group of the Nottingham Civic Society and, as you may know, a very experienced environmental lawyer and campaigner. He also believes it very important that interested organisations such as the Civic Society and Pedals should work closely together to secure a proper legal right of way. He suggested that the simplest way to achieve this would be to approach both the City and County Councils about the possibility of their dedicating the bridge as a right of way, in consultation with STW. Alternatively we could follow the more elaborate route of the statutory procedures to submit a claim for this right of way to be established, showing evidence of continued usage.
 

I am therefore writing to you to ask please whether the City Council would be prepared to consider the simpler option of dedicating the bridge as a right of way, before we consider our possible future course of action. It it helps, I would be very willing, with Tom Huggon, to meet John Lee or other relevant officers to discuss the matter further.
best wishes, Hugh
Cycle barriers on off-road paths in Gresham Park and Compton Acres, West Bridgford: brief report from Karina Wells of our meeting on 26 March with Clive Wood:

“Hugh and I had a meeting with Clive Wood yesterday trying to see if we can change the cycling barriers so that it is easier for mobility scooters and people with bike trailers to use our paths.

Clive was keen for me to indicate on a map where these barriers are. I can indicate the ones near the Becket School but have not got a good working knowledge of Compton Acres.
Would you be willing and able in the coming days to indicate on a map (I can get you a large one if you want) where these barriers are in your area that would stop mobility scooters, people with double pushchairs and bike trailers use the foot/cycling paths?
 

Looking forward to hearing from you soon”
Karina
Riverside path improvements: Trent Bridge to the NWSC (copy of my message of 28 March to Jane Baines, Notts CC Rights of Way section and Mike Luxton, Rushcliffe BC:

“Jane / Mike
Pedals is very pleased indeed to see the very recent great improvements by the County Council and Rushcliffe Borough Councils to the width and surface of the riverside path between The Hook (Ladybay) and the NWSC at Holme Pierrepont. These are very welcome after the many years of poor maintenance of this very popular multi-use path and, I am sure, will be much appreciated by a variety of users and encourage all year round use. We hope very much that the improvements will now be sustained, with proper regular maintenance arrangements to prevent the need for such extra expenditure, to regenerate the path, to be incurred in future.
 

Are similar improvements soon to be introduced to the other stretch of the riverside path that has become substandard, to the west, between Ladybay Bridge and The Hook?. We  hope that funding for these will also soon be secured, as well as for the restoration of clear, consistent and well-maintained (direction) signing to help promote the whole route, in conjunction with promotion efforts by other interested organisations such as Pedals, The Big Wheel (Greater Nottm Transport Partnership) and Sustrans as part of their National Cycle Route Network Route 15 development across the county.
 

We note that the recent improvements do not include any improvements by the grounds of the Nottingham Sailing Club (other than the also very welcome cutting back of overgrown vegetation on the still rather narrow path over the flood embankment along their western boundary, between the riverside and Adbolton Lane) and wonder if you have yet been able to make any progress in reaching agreement with the Club over finding a secure, attractive and well-surfaced route around their perimeter (if indeed it really is not possible to have such a surfaced and accessible route on the river side of their premises which would be much more direct and attractive and therefore strongly preferable). In any case we would be interested please to know the current situation on this, and we hope that there will soon be further progress both on this and the other matters mentioned above.
 

In the longer term Pedals remains very committed to the idea of seeing some form of cycle and pedestrian link over the River Trent between the NWSC area and Colwick Park, either in the form of a new bridge, as was first proposed about 20 years ago, or in terms of a cantilevered path by the sluice gates on the Trent a bit further east. We wonder if there has been any fresh interest recently, by the Environment Agency or County Council or other organisations, in considering the potential of this kind of link? 
 

It would be of great value not only for recreational use but also for commuter cyclists in the Netherfield and Carlton areas, e.g. for trips to and from West Bridgford, avoiding Trent Bridge. It would also enhance any possible future major developments at the NWSC, and the proposals for realigning the Grantham Canal between the Trent and Cotgrave, with associated new paths.
 

Best wishes and many thanks again. I hope to hear from you again soon.
Hugh
 

Riverside path improvements (north bank of Trent) between the Radcliffe railway bridge (east of the Netherfield Industrial Estate) and Stoke Bardolph

I gather from Stephen Tipping (Notts CC Rights of Way section), who was manning a stall at the Sherwood Bike Day, that the County Council and Groundwork have recently improved the riverside path between the railway bridge over the Trent near Radcliffe and Stoke Bardolph, 
They have designed this to extend the cycle path to be incorporated in a few years time by the Environment Agency in their Flood Alleviation plans for the stretch between the railway bridge and Colwick Park.
However, there was strong opposition from the Netherfield Wildlife Group, who manage the nature reserve on the nearby lagoons, to this path being any more than a footpath so that it was it technically remains, and including a couple of the dreaded A-frame barriers!

Workplace Challenge Meeting, 7 April

Ria Kennerley and Simon Starr of Sport Nottinghamshire are now taking the lead on this, and I will be able to report at our 19 April meeting on the latest proposals for this 6-month campaign, following our next meeting on 7 April.

Pedals Spring / Summer newsletter:

I intend to get the next issue (reduced now to 4 pages) to press by the Friday (23rd April) following our next meeting. 

The aim will be to get this out to members by about the middle of May, including a subs renewal reminder for people not paying by standing order, and also including the notice about the proposed changes to the wording of the Constitution, following the AGM, based on my suggestions circulated to members of the Pedals Committee, and comments I have had from some of them.

Nottingham Station Secure Bike Compound Progress:

Progress to be discussed at the 19 April meeting with Keith Morgan of the City Council, with particular regard to security, how the compound will be operated, and publicity / promotion.

Future monthly meetings: speakers
Jon Robinson of the Nottingham Evening Post has agreed to come along for a discussion at the 17 May meeting on his job with the Post and how Pedals can improve our local media coverage. 

However, he has made clear to me that he is not happy with the idea of doing any kind of presentation, even informally, so has agreed to come on the basis that he will respond to our questions, which he would like to have in advance. We therefore need to agree on these at the 19 April meeting.

I will soon be sounding out possible speakers for the other next few meetings.

Sale of items donated by John Rhodes for Pedals fundraising: my message of 22 March thanking him:

John
Just a short note to express the warm appreciation of everyone present at the Pedals meeting last week for the items you very kindly donated for use in fund-raising for Pedals. 
 

Chris Gardner, our Treasurer, is now going to arrange for the sale of these on eBay. We will let you know in due course how much has been raised and also give your very welcome donation a plug on the Pedals website, along with a mention of the cycle facilities in your River Crescent development.
best wishes
Hugh

PS: message from Chris Gardner on 29 March having checked out the likely prices:

“Done some checking of the Rhodes items and they are worth quite a bit.
 

1) The unused titanium honey coloured seat goes for around £100 on ebay and are £160 to buy new.
 

2) The black used version of the same thing (above) is about £60
 

3) The big black used B57 is about £25 new and ironically can be more second hand on ebay - often happens when buyers do not research properly.
 

4) The two seat posts are hard to value - maybe £10 each.
 

So I figure you can have some pictures and offer them in the next Pedals magazine or thru' our internet to members at slightly better prices (cheaper) rather than selling them to anyone on ebay.
 

What do you think ?
Chris

Pedals involvement in the Nottingham Green Festival

I had a productive meeting on 17 March with Jeremy Jago and John Truscott about the best way to draw a line under this long-running saga and make a fresh start, and I have briefed Andrew Martin about the outcome of the meeting, as he will now be sent an application form for us to use in taking this further.

Sherwood Bike Day, Sat 27 March

I got along to this event which seemed to go very well. Andrew Martin and Arthur Williams, who were much more involved in the organisation, may wish to give more of a report at our meeting, including possible follow-up.

Finalising the Pedals comprehensive wish list for Nottingham
I have now collated the various comments I have had on the previous draft and am awaiting only some further comments from Roger Codling before I finalise this and submit it to the City Council.

Bath Street / Brook Street (eastside) site meeting on 18 March
Arthur Williams and I had a useful site meeting with Neil Harby from the City Council and two of his colleagues. During this it became clear that they propose an Advanced Stop Line on the Beck Street approach to Huntingdon Street, which should help meet the concerns that Arthur had raised about the detailed plans.

We also included a site visit to Woolpack Lane and Warser Gate near the Stoney Street cut through and agreed a) on the need to facilitate and sign for cyclists a route in to the Lace Market area from Belward Street via Woolpack Lane and b) the need for clearer signs and markings of the new contraflow arrangements for cyclists on Warser Gate between its junctions with Stoney Street and St, Mary’s Gate.

Pedals stall at the NHS Nottingham City Healthier Workforce campaign event on 18 March in The Council House and boost for our campaign for improved cycle parking at health care facilities.

Peter Briggs and I helped Dave Clark at this event and the Pedals stall was visited early in the day by Dr. Steven Boorman, the keynote speaker, who expressed much interest in Peter Brigg’s slide show on local examples of cycle parking at health care.

Later on, in his keynote speech, he mentioned having visited the Pedals stand, and also the importance of “joined up thinking”, e.g. in making sure that you had good cycle parking if you wanted to encourage people to cycle to work.

I congratulated him on this support and then asked Andrew Kenworthy, the CEO of NHS Nottingham City, whether they would be willing, as a further step in their support for cycling, to devote funding to expanded and improved cycle parking at health facilities, for the benefit of visitors / patients as well as staff. 

In response he said that this was something practical which they could and should do, and therefore agreed to give us a commitment to do this, as well as also asking for a copy of Peter’s slide show!

Cycle parking at shops and health care facilities campaign: images on Pedals website

I have now put Peter’s cycle parking at health care images on the Pedals website, alongside those of cycle parking at shops (in the current issues section). 

We could really do with more examples (good and bad) to add to these, and to inspire local members to lobby their local stores and facilities for such improvements.
Improving cycle parking at the QMC (front entrance)

Peter’s slide show included some shots of this area where the cycle parking situation has got worse in the last ten years or so! I have now drawn this to the attention of the Ucycle Team who are investigating possible improvements.

Pedals stall at the West Bridgford Greening Campaign launch on Sat. 20 March and proposed new edition of the Rushcliffe Cycle Map
One suggestion coming out of this was for a revised version of the Rushcliffe Cycle Map, including a detailed cycle route and street map of West Bridgford, which Mike Harbron, formerly of Rushcliffe Development Services, produced in 2003 (revised in 2004) and which was a handy size and very popular. 

This could complement to the much less detailed South Nottinghamshire sheet of the County Council’s cycle maps, produced by Paul Rea in 2008. 

I have now written to Rushcliffe Councillor Debbie Mason (Environment Portfolio Holder) to ask her to consider this.

Other Pedals matters on which I have been liaising with local authorities, etc.
NG2 Bird Cage Walk wall; (Crossgate Drive to Lenton Lane cycle path) - email of 29 March from John Lee, City Council

“Hugh, after applying a little more pressure with the help of the EA, Miller Birch have agreed to undertake remedial works to the wall along the NG2 site / Bird Cage Walk to make it safe and tidy. The route will remain open during the works. Ill let you know when I have a start date, regards”
John Lee
Traffic Management
Public Rights of Way 
Environment and Regeneration
Direct Line: 0115 9156078
Great Notts Bike Ride, Sunday 20 June 2010: involvement of Pedals members and scanning of Pedals historical material on the Ride in scrapbooks and transparency slides
This year’s GNBR was launched on 17 March and you can register online at 
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/bikeride NHS Nottingham City and The Big Wheel are now the main sponsors; Boots are not involved this year. The Perfect Motion Consultancy, based in Beeston, are managing the event for the third year running, for the County Council.

I have had this request to Pedals members from Chris Simon, who is now the main County Council organiser:

“Also keen to understand how you and colleagues would like to get involved in the ride? 

Always looking for additional resources as part of the delivery team, marshals and mechanical support, as well as exploring any promotional avenues that may arise. Could see if anyone wants to do a media ride with some or all of you before the event? Let me know.”

Any suggestions please?**

At the launch, at County Hall, I mentioned to Chris that we had lots of material from the early GNBRs included in the 14 Pedals Scrapbooks and that we had agreed that it would be very useful if we could get these scanned so that we have all of the contents in digital form.

As a result Chris has now kindly agreed to organise this for us, by Nik Emmonds of Perfect Motion, on condition that Pedals role in starting the event is acknowledged. They will then use this historical material in promoting the Ride, and they hope to get the NEP to do a special feature on the history of the Ride.
Dangers for cyclists and pedestrians in crossing the A52 at Radcliffe on Trent near the RSPCA
At the WB Greening Event I got talking to Michael Bedford from Radcliffe about his exchange of messages with the Highways Agency about the dangers for cyclists and pedestrians in crossing the A52 near the Cricket Club and RPCA and he has since sent me copies. I have also passed these on to Clive Wood at the County Council.

A52 resurfacing scheme between the Priory and QMC Islands: response from Chris Carter, City Council, in response to message I forwarded from Anne Sladen
” Hugh
We are still in correspondence with the HA over this scheme.

We are continuing to press for improvements to it including better provision for cyclists.

They have indicated they do want to meet us to discuss in more detail but have not yet pinned down a date.
Chris
Chris Carter | Transport Strategy Manager
Development | Nottingham City Council
Tel: 0115 915 5220
Mob: 07939161416

-----Original Message-----
From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [mailto:Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com] 
Sent: 25 March 2010 13:59
To: Chris Carter
Subject: Fw: A52 Derby Rd, QMC to Priory resurfacing scheme and cycling [Scanned]

Chris
Do you know please if there has been any further progress recently in 
getting the Highways Agency and their agents to accept the need for the 
resurfacing scheme of the A52T between the QMC and Priory Islands to 
include new restriping which includes cycle lanes in both directions, as 
Pedal has suggested on more than one occasion including at the HA's East 
Midlands Road Users and Environment Committee meeting held at GOEM on 5 
February?

I have been meaning to ask you about this for some time but Anne's email 
below has now prompted me to do it at last!
best wishes, Hugh

----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Anne Sladen" <haverajs@googlemail.com>
To: "Hugh McClintock (Dell)" <Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 25, 2010 10:53 AM
Subject: A52 Derby Rd, QMC to Priory

> Hi Hugh
> With news in the press about the imminent closure of Derby Road, (QMC
> to Priory) for a total resurface etc, was any more progress made on
> provision for cyclists?
> I've not been able to find info online.
> Anne

PS. We have been asked by Sally Richardson of A-One Plus (Managing Agents for the Highways Agency) to let her have by 7 May any detailed suggestions for them to consider as part of the Non-Motorised Users’ Study for the A52 between the Bramcote and QMC roundabouts.
….comments in response to the email from Sally Richardson about the A52 NMU Study, which I forwarded on 7 April:
….from Gary S-W,  8 April.
” Hi Hugh

You know my thoughts that Priory to QMC needs a proper cycle lane both ways with only one car lane both ways. Hopefully with the re-surfacing they will reduce car volumes coming into Nottingham anyway and the changed layout after re-surfacing would be received more favourably.

Gary”

…..from County Councillor Stan Heptinstall, Chair of the Broxtowe Transport Group:

“From: "Stan Heptinstall" <stanheptinstall@me.com>
>To: <Sally.Richardson@aone.uk.com>
>Date: April 07, 2010 04:19:11 PM UTC
>Subject: NMU study, Bramcote A52
>
>Hi Sally
>
>I have become aware of this study. I am the county councillor for Bramcote and Stapleford and the A52 comes through my patch and would like to offer a few comments.
>
>My understanding is that work has been promised to improve pedestrian facilities at the junction of the A52 and Thoresby Road, as part of the changes to improve traffic flows along the A52. It will be great to see these improvements put in place.
>
>Regarding cyclists, my own observations are that provision is much improved for east-bound cyclists up to the Priory roundabout. There are still no facilities from the Prior to QMC and also none in a west-bound direction. It would be great of this provision could be improved as well.
>
>I hope this is helpful.
>
>I chair the meetings of the Bramcote Community Action Team at which members of the public can have a say about what is going on in the locality. Perhaps you or one of your colleagues would like to attend the next meeting to explain what is going on and get some feedback? It is on Monday 5 July, 7pm, Bramcote Memorial Hall, Church Street, Bramcote.
>Stan”

….comments from Andy Pooley (13 April):
“Hello Hugh

I hope to cycle or drive it and send some comments in but if I don't have time my initial thoughts are that cycling should be provided for better than what it is at present. 

 

Key to any work to get more people on cycles (I am told this by staff constantly) is to make safe routes that follow majors roads and that are not time consuming. Stopping and starting all of the time jumping on the road and back etc wastes loads of time and cyclists just like car users what to get from A - to B as quick as possible. Until safer joined up routes people will not get on their bikes.

 

From the QMC out on the A52 to the Priory Island. Ideas to widen the paths and on both sides have dual use/to mark on the road a cycle path both ways  not the best option but gives vehicles a guide to distance bikes need from the curb/make them aware of cycles/ on the roundabout not sure what but possible cycle/pedestrian  crossing at least on one crossing from Lenton Abbey Park to the petrol station as nightmare at times to walk across with bike or again painted markings on road.

 

Into the city from Bramcote you have the protection of the bus route which is good. When you get to the priory again not a nice Island to cycle across could do with marks on the road just to make vehicles more aware. 

 

A52 from the Priory to the Bramcote Island going out of Town I think the path should be dual use. To me it is wide enough.

 

It is dodgy on a bike at the Bramcote Island and if on foot using the bridge with a bike isn't ideal. Not sure of answer. Not cycled this that much so not sure of any options if any.

 

Just need to make any improvements continuous from the QMC to Bramcote Island as if like on sections on the ring road the cycle path etc dies and you have to get back on the main road and tackle dangerous junctions/lights/islands.

 

I am happy to say this on behalf of myself and the Broxtowe Partnership Environment Task group who are in support of improving cycle routes throughout Broxtowe. I will try and raise this specifically at the next meeting so in writing I have general support to respond in the future on the groups behalf.

 

Regards, Andy

Andrew Pooley 
Estates Section 
Extension Number 3742 
Directorate of Environment 
Broxtowe Borough Council 
Council Offices 
Foster Avenue 
Beeston 
Nottingham  NG9 1AB 
Tel: 0115 9177777 
Fax: 0115 9173377 

….comments from Coral Simpson (15 April):
“Hi Hugh
Thanks for this. Pathway between QMC A52 to Priory Island seems good idea to me.  Markings on road are not ideal and depending on width and positioning of markings they may or may not be of any use for safety.  (I think that, for instance, Castle Boulevard cyclist path road markings are more dangerous than no markings at all - it is much safer to use canal.  Castle Boulevard markings are too narrow, and mean cyclist is between parked cars, oncoming traffic and lorries! Dangerous in my view.  Also I still believe that the pavement should be available for cyclist use at least on the widest side of Castle Boulevard.)

The A52 road is fairly busy but moreover it gets congested and becomes more than one stream of traffic on each side at times!

I agree that the path around Bramcote Island should be dual use.  The Island is very fast, complex and busy.  The path is very little or hardly used and certainly both cyclists and pedestrians should be able to use it at least partly because it is used so little by anyone.
With regards
Coral Simpson

…and from Gary S-W (15 April):

“If we can get cycle lanes both ways between QMC and Priory then I'd prefer a
legal unbroken cycle lane on the road with no parking at any time 

Resolves issues of getting on and off the highway and keeps motorists out of
the cycle lanes

The new Meadows Regeneration Plan: implications for cyclists and possible Pedals response: my message of 22 March to local Pedals members
On 21 March I attended the first part of one of the public meetings, in the Meadows Library, to discuss the new Meadows Neighbourhood Plan (available at: http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=4852 ). No doubt you as local residents will have heard a good deal about this recently and I know that some of you at least, e.g. Cathy Melia and Graham Lansdell, have strong views against some of its proposals such as the idea of opening up routes to like Arkwright Walk and Kirkewhite Walk, to through traffic. 
 

Section 6, on Footpaths, Cycleways and Roads, does have quite a lot of other things of interest to cyclists, including the removal of subways, and new surfaces and lighting, so I suggest that it is important that we produce some Pedals response.
 

As I am still coordinating Pedals response to local authority consultations I would therefore please appreciate any comments you may have on the proposals, if possible before or at the next Pedals meeting on 19 April. I will then try to put together a considered Pedals response, based on a consensus of views if possible.
Thanks and best wishes
Hugh
Meadows and Woodside Road cycling improvements : my exchange of messages with John Lee, City Council, on 15 April:

“John
Thanks for this reply.
 

Will the Woodside Road works include improvements to the safety of cyclists at the roundabout by the west entrance to University Park?
 

I will watch out for the new signs in The Meadows. It would also be useful to have direction signs (to promote awareness of the cut-through under Trent Bridge and the new Meadow Lane canal lock bridge) facing cyclists approaching from the direction of the Suspension Bridge, both on Victoria Embankment and on the path by the river. This has become increasingly popular for cyclists to use recently, since it was resurfaced 3-4 years ago and all the more since temporary tarmac path down to the riverside were built on both sides of the Suspension Bridge durings its repair. I have also noticed greatly increased bike tyre marks across the grass down towards the river from the east side of Wilford Toll Bridge. It would be useful to have a tarmac link path here as well please!
 

Other useful cycling sign improvements in this area include:
 

a) making much more conspicuous the small sign pointing to 'West Bridgford' at the point where Bunbury Street meets the Victoria Embankment. At present this is largely obscured by other signs and poles at this junction,
 

b) replacing the shared path sign on the Embankment end of the Suspension Bridge which went misssing during the bridge closure works. The pole is still there!
 

Keith Morgan mentioned to me in passing yesterday that the Victoria Embankment area is one of the 3 areas in the City chosen for a Green Infrastructure project but I forgot to ask him afterwards for more information on this. Could you or her please tell me more?
 

I understand that the new restaurant due to open later this month in the former Casa / Town Inn by Trent Bridge plans to have a fleet of bikes for customers to use in buying picnic lunches to take with them along the riverside / Big Track area. The new signing would help these people to know just where they are going so would be a useful encouragement to this initiative!
 

Hugh
 

PS. The concentrated effort on filling in the many potholes on the Victoria Embankment that was made in early February, just before the Suspension Bridge reopened, was very welcome but some have started to get unstuck again, potentially very dangerous for cyclists on this unlit but key cycle route!
 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: John Lee 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Cc: Matt Leek ; Justine Ramowski 

Sent: Thursday, April 15, 2010 2:52 PM

Subject: RE: update on Woodside Rd cycling scheme and Meadows Cycle Signing [Scanned]

Hi Hugh 

1. Woodside Road – We have placed an order for the works to commence asap although I cant give a start as yet. We have included as many of the elements as possible that we discussed on site and that can be covered by the allocated budget. We should be able to cover any outstanding bits this financial year. If you need more details please call Justine on 9156674 
2. Meadows cycle route signs – 3 signs to Meadow Lane Lock have been ordered and approvals sorted from BW. They will be located on the ramp down from Casa next to the river, at Iremongers Road and on the access path from London Road (outbound side). We area also looking at putting drop kerbs on both sides of London Road. If you need more details please call Matt Leek on 9156103 

3. Longwall Av - currently designing the 3D signs which will be consistent with the ones on BCW. If you need more details please call Matt Leek on 9156103 

Regards 

John Lee
Traffic Management
Public Rights of Way 
Environment and Regeneration
Direct Line: 0115 9156078


From: Hugh McClintock (Dell) [mailto:Hugh.McClintock@ntlworld.com] 
Sent: 15 April 2010 14:12
To: John Lee
Cc: Joanna Ward; Robin Phillips; Keith Morgan
Subject: update on Woodside Rd cycling scheme and Meadows Cycle Signing [Scanned]
John
Any more progress please with
 

a) the Woodside Road cycling proposals, including the ideas for making the roundabout by the Nottm University west entrance safer for cyclists.
 

b) the Meadows cycle route signing proposals. Keith Morgan told me yesterday that some signs to show the new Meadow Lane canal lock bridge and cut-through should be appearing imminently but I have not yet noticed them, unless of course I was looking in the wrong place
 

c) the improved cycle route signing in the Longwall Avenue / Birdcage Walk area we discussed about two months ago?
Thanks
Hugh
Greater Nottm Cycling Development Group meeting, Wed 14 April

I will report at our meeting on 19th.

Sneinton Square design consultation on Saturday 24th April
I was sent a message about this by Gary S-W, which I have sent on to Arthur Williams, who hopes to get along to it.

Cyclenation AGM on 15 May: invitation to send a Pedals rep
I have been sent a notice about this which I will bring to our meeting on 19th.

Next East Midlands Cycling Forum meeting: my message of 28 March to Mark Brown
”Mark
Thanks for this. No, I have not been able to get any further with this, both because my earlier sounding of dates suggested it was going to be very hard in the next few months to find generally suitable dates that I knew for sure I could also manage (including in July when I will be away on holiday for most of the first 3 weeks), and also because of other pressing family matters. 
 

I will keep this under review over the next few weeks but it may well be that we can't get a generally convenient date until the (early) autumn, especially as people did not want one until, at the earliest, some time after the next national cycle campaigners' conference on 17th April. I am also already committed for about 3 weekends in May, including being away for a week at the end of that month and then in June people are busy with Bike Week etc.
 

I will be in touch again about this in due course but it might not be for some time yet.

best wishes, Hugh”
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: mark brown 

To: Hugh McClintock (Dell) 

Sent: Sunday, March 28, 2010 11:26 AM

Subject: EMCF

Hugh

Have you been able to identify any dates for a meeting of the EMCF? I only ask as I have been out of action for a time and would like t see it continue in some format.

Mark Brown

Chair, Derby Cycling Group.

PS (30 March). I now think it would be best to leave this until around (late) September, for various reasons. Among the people I have mentioned the possibility of this meeting to are Helen Ross, now on a year’s secondment from NHS Nottm City to the Government Office of the East Midlands (GOEM) to work on Sustainability and Health Issues. She is very keen to use this opportunity to promote awareness of healthier transport issues in the region and would welcome a chance to speak to such a gathering. 

I also have gathered that Sustrans will soon be appointing a Regional Director for the East Midlands and suggest that it would also be a good idea to invite him/her.

West Bridgford Summer Gathering, Bridgford Park, Sat 15 May (10.00-4pm):
Some months ago we agreed to have a stall at this event, which tends to be one of our best supported and visited stalls. I hope to get along in the afternoon. Are there other people who could help Dave Clark please?*

Sainsbury’s store proposal, Perry Road, Basford: Traffic Regulation Order
I have had a consultation letter from the City Council asking for comments by 21 April on the proposed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO TMP 6825) for the Proposed Sainsbury's Supermarket on Perry Road in Basford

Commuter Cycle Route - Strelley – review meeting on 11 May (14.00-17.00)

Steve Brewer has arranged a site meeting cum ride on Tuesday 11 May (meeting at Canning Circus at 14.00) to discuss the various changes made on the Strelley commuting corridor, which includes the Wollaton, Beechdale and Radford areas. I would welcome any comments please on these before then.*
Susan Young and Roger Codling hope to come as well as me.

Sneinton Square redesign consultation, Sat 24 April: 10-3pm in Sneinton Market

Contact me if anyone would like more information on this. We made comments last November in response to an earlier consultation.

New cycle scheme in Ruddington – feedback wanted please!

Does anyone have any views on the County Council’s now half-completed shared path scheme in Ruddington please? 

At the consultation stage we expressed doubts as to the real value of this for most cyclists!

Mess@googlemail.com>; c.annall@ntlworld.com
Sent: Tue, 30 March, 2010 16:49:20
Message from Alan Hudson: opening of the new bike crossing of the River Trent near High Marnham on Sat 5 June

The date for the proposed party or picnic is now set for Saturday 5 June.   This is to celebrate the opening of the new bike crossing of the River Trent near High Marnham.   If you haven't already heard about it, the idea is to provide a get together for cyclists from the surrounding areas who can now meet up thanks to the new link.

 

 Its to be called route 647 and links eastwards to route 64 and Lincoln - all off road.   Westwards its mostly minor roads to Clumber and Worksop. Its not officially open yet but will be soon.  

 

The Newark group is meeting this Friday to discuss arrangements.  Carl from Lincoln has offered use of a barbecue. If you've ideas for the day, please pass them on to me.     If its wet there is a pub at Marnham c 1.5 miles away.

 

I'll let you have more info next week but please pass on the info to your groups and any other cyclists who may be interested.

Alan

Next Pedals newsletter (spring/summer):

I intend to get this scaled down issue to press within a week of our meeting.

Although I am prepared to continue as editor for the time being I would please welcome someone else taking charge of the stuffing and dispatch (both of copies to members and complimentary copies, many of which are delivered by hand, e.g. to the City, County and Rushcliffe Councils.** 
This mailout will include the notices about the proposed changes to the Pedals constitution following the AGM.

Wheely Big Cyclists Breakfast and GNTP Cycle Forum, Thursday 24 June 2010
I gather from Matt Price from the City Council that arrangements are going ahead for this year’s Cyclists’ Breakfast in the Old Market Square on Thursday 24 June. Because of another event taking place in the Square that day it will probably have to be located along the Long Row side of the Square.

Presentation by Arrow Connect on their approach to planning and delivering Phase 2 of the NET (22 April)

I have been invited to this presentation, by one of the two NET extension consortium bidders, next Thursday at 5pm at Nottm Contemporary. (PS postponed on 16 April)
Lenton Lane Central Refuge: exchange of emails following discussion on this at the CDG meeting on 14 April and involving Arthur Williams, Adrian Juffs and Gary S-W, etc.:

“Hello Adrian, Gary, Hugh, Keith,

Following the CDG discussion on the Lenton Lane facility by the canal bridge, I took a look at it in detail yesterday. Unfortunately, I am concerned that if you simply remove the kerb that denotes the cycle lane, that UNLESS double yellow lines are put with VERY strict enforcement, the indiscriminate parking that occurs along this stretch of Lenton Lane will simply be extended closer to the point of the refuge, making the situation worse for all road users, including cyclists. 

I think there is a need to review the parking arrangements along this stretch of road. The parking appears to be from people working in the area – I’m not sure why there isn’t enough off-road parking, perhaps people park here and walk to work at QMC?

Regards, Arthur

Hi all

Thanks for taking a look Arthur; you beat me to it.  

I agree that simply removing kerb will very likely lead to parking extending into that area, and also that the parking arrangements along this stretch of road should be reviewed – It’s a very dubious place to allow parking in any case.  Have attached a couple of screenshots to illustrate. 

That said, I still believe the kerb can be removed before any change is made to the parking arrangements, and that it will be better not to delay doing so waiting for a review of parking.  My view is that it will be safer to cycle past any cars parked there (because cyclists can then maintain their road position and priority in the traffic and continue riding – in effect I ride it this way now ie ignoring the very short cycle facility as it takes me out of the road position I would choose to ride if it weren’t there) rather than to use the existing kerbed off cycle facility (which, whether or not there is parking at its exit, forces cyclists to have to negotiate re-entry and position in the traffic flow, and possibly have to stop before doing so).  

I recommend the cycle facility can be removed whether or not any changes are made to the parking arrangements, and I also support the recommendation that the parking arrangements are reviewed with the aim being that no parking is allowed on this stretch.  

Adrian

Hi

I think the aerial shots show that there is danger for bikes and cars in allowing parking there – and its clearly not residential. Double yellows are needed but I bow down to Arian’s skills as a bike instructor as to when and how

Gary

“Hi All,

Thanks for your further comments Adrian. It sounds as if you have more experience of riding through this part (my usual route takes me onto the canal towpath at this point), and I understand your point about good positioning. The current layout discourages cyclists from taking their rightful place on the road.

Regards, Arthur”

Hi Keith

Following the further email discussion, I understand the CDG agreement on preferred action on this then as being:

· to remove the cycle kerb

· for there also to be a separate review of parking arrangements in the area (ie not to delay cycle kerb removal) with the aim being for there to be no parking allowed.

Adrian

Adrian Juffs

for Ridewise
07905 068420

…from Roland Backhouse (18 April):
“Hi Hugh,
Yes, I do have views on this. Thanks for asking.

Like Adrian, I ignore the cycle facility because it is the least 
dangerous option. I don't ignore it if cars are parked sufficiently far 
away but most often these days cars are parked right up to it. 
Unfortunately I expect that less experienced cyclists may use the 
facility and then either be bullied to give way to cars and vans as they 
emerge or, even worse, run the risk of being knocked down.

I have complained about it through the council's website but got an 
"overfull email box" message or something like that. I decided it was 
not worth trying again.

I've also once spoken to a motorist who was about to park close to the 
kerb. I explained the problem and she agreed to move her car. (That only 
helps if you happen to pass when someone is in the act of parking.)

The situation has got much, much worse in the past year. I think there 
should be double yellow lines, strictly enforced (in fact, along the 
whole length of the road). There is just as much a problem going in the 
opposite direction. On one occasion a car overtook me by driving on the 
wrong side of the island! (Sadly, that is typical. I live on a quiet 
street opposite a roundabout. Very frequently rat-runners go round the 
roundabout the wrong way round.)

Removing the kerb will not help - cars will just take up the space that 
is made free. I agree with Adrian about the best way to negotiate the 
facility but not about its removal -- because of my experiences in the 
opposite direction. Also we all know what happens when car parking comes 
under review -- just endless delays without any action. At least the 
kerb is a physical barrier to any more parking. The short-term solution 
until a review has taken place is to paint double yellow lines up as far 
as the signpost just beyond the kerb. Surely that can be done without 
any delay. It's a serious issue because of the number of lorries 
(sometimes articulated) that use the road.
Cheers, Roland”

PS Arthur's suggestion that it is people walking to the QMC would fit in 
with the increased levels of parking that I have noticed (and 
demolishing the car park and stopping QMC staff from using the car park 
next to the canal).

PPS: I returned home (from Jubilee to West Bridgford) at about 16.30 today.  
At the time I arrived in Lenton Lane, cars were parked almost right up 
to the island opposite the 'kerb'.  The closer cars are to the island 
the more they park on the pavement.  The one that was closest was 
entirely on the pavement except for two wheels.  This is what will 
happen if the kerb is removed.

 From the level of car movements around QMC and on Lenton Lane,  I 
suspect that 16.30 is  the time many people finish work and it is indeed 
QMC staff who are using the Lane.  Alternatively, there is some other 
event at 16.30 at the hospital that causes increased vehicle movements 
and some of the people involved are parking on Lenton Lane.
Cheers, Roland

Shape Up Nottinghamshire Workplace Challenge – Promoting Active Travel (the new title for what started out as the Nottinghamshire Workplace Cycle Challenge)

This campaign will be launched on 3 June by Sports Nottinghamshire, GNTP and other partners, with a brochure and a toolkit on the website to encourage people (and workplace teams) to sign up and to make commitments to trying regular commuter cycling (if only for 10 minutes) and other forms of active travel. 

People will be encouraged to log their progress and the campaign will run from 1 June to 30 September, following which various prizes will be awarded.

…summary of the proposal prepared by Ria Kennerley of Sports Nottinghamshire:
”Shape up Notts! Workplace Challenge

The Shape up Notts! Workplace Challenge is back and we want you to get involved. The challenge consists of logging your physical activity levels on the SUN website which then turns your activity into points and you know what points mean – prizes! This year, we’ve teamed up with a whole host of organisations focussed on the Active Travel agenda so we want you and your colleagues cycling and walking to work which will not only benefit your health but also help to reduce carbon emissions across the City and County. We’ve added 2 great new tools to the SUN site which allow you to measure the kg of CO2 your trip has saved and also the calories that you’ve burnt in the process. Don’t worry if you can’t get on your bike though, you can still accumulate points for all sorts of other physical activity and sport including swimming, dancing and football. So what are you waiting for? Sign up your workplace for the 2010 Shape up Notts! Workplace Challenge by visiting www.sportnottinghamshire.co.uk and follow the links from the homepage.

Prizes for this years challenge will be awarded for:

· Organisation with the most Shape up Notts! points

· Organisation with the highest average points per participant (minimum of 3 people per organisation)

· Organisation saving the most CO2
· Organisation with the highest average CO2 saving per participant (minimum of 3 people per organisation)

· Anything else??? Spot prizes???

Brief report on discussions at the Greater Nottingham Cycling Development Group meeting of 14 April (attended by myself and Arthur Williams as Pedals representatives):

Greater Nottm Strategic Cycle Network strategic map of planned and possible future developments

Keith Morgan of the City Council, in consultation with Paul Hillier of Notts CC, and other people such as Steve Fisher of Broxtowe BC, has done a lot of working on plotting these proposals. I will bring a copy of the map to our meeting. It was agreed that this was a useful reference point but that we needed to keep it under constant review.

Keith has also been working on the City’s River Leen Access and Biodiversity Strategy, including possible walking and cycling improvements, and has taken up my suggestion that he meet Paul Saxton to discuss Paul’s longstanding (and wallpaper-based!) ideas for cycling in this area!

Cycle parking at bus stops project

Keith Morgan reported that this would soon be implemented, mostly at points on the west sided of the city.

Nottm Station Secure Bike Compound (the focus of a special discussion with Keith Morgan next Monday at the Pedals meeting)

This should be fully complete by mid-May, in terms of lighting and CCTV, though the provision of a central refuge to help cyclists turning in from Station Street will not be done until June or July.

Also as part of the first stage of the Station redevelopment plans the cycle stands in the Porte Cochere area at the front of the station will be removed in June or July and temporary replacement provided outside on Carrington Street near the bus stop. When the rest of the work on the redevelopment of this area has been done a few new stands will be provided (for the benefit of people buying tickets or other short visits to the Station) near the new Ticker Office.
Notts County Council and cycling

Paul Hillier reported that their cycling budget this year has been cut from £400,000 to £100,000, with priority for the reduced some being given to upgrading schemes rather than new ones.

This reflects what we knew of the very weak general support for cycling by the new administration, who see cycling very much as a fringe issue, of interest only to a small minority, and without any need to try to integrate it into mainstream transport and traffic management policies and projects.

They also want officers to reduce what they see as the too generous standards in the County Council’s cycling design guidance produced about 5-6 years ago. This would mean, for example, that shared paths would be only 2 or 2.5 metres and not 3m wide. In doing this they have no inhibitions about ignoring national guidance on infrastructure design (from the DfT) which they see only as ‘guidelines’ and not at all binding.

John Cutler (who represents CTC on the CDG) made the point that in these circumstances it was all the more important to ensure that whatever money the County Council were still spending on roads and traffic management schemes did not result in new problems for cyclists but helped to deliver at least small worthwhile improvements.

Lobbying in relation to cyclists complaints about off-road barriers etc.
An interesting point that came out of our discussions about the attitude of the new County Councillors to cycling was that we need to ensure that local Councillors, and not just officers dealing with cycling, are aware of problems which cyclists have with A-frame and other off-road barriers. 

Usually these are installed in response to a barrage of complaints by local residents to their councillors and when they are installed and the complaints cease councillors then assume that the problem is ‘sorted’. 

We therefore need to encourage our members to make their local councillors aware that they have just shifted the problems on to another group of people. Another effect of this bias (and a failure of our lobbying) is that officers tend then to anticipate problems and install barriers even where they have not been any particular complaints from local residents!

Ucycle Project

Keith Morgan, when he comes to our meeting on Monday, may well, if there is time, talk about some of the infrastructure improvements to be implemented in the vicinity of University Park.

I made the point that it would be helpful to have more general information about progress with the Ucycle Project, and to have fresh information on it to add the special section on the Pedals website which we had set up when the project started last autumn.

The future of Rural Rides from 2011

Gary S-W is having discussions with various people about future support for this, particularly in terms of a potential Ridewise role, to help keep the Rides programme going next year.

FHA Bike Club future funding

Still a big question mark over whether or not the Framework Housing Association will be able to find the £50,000 a year needed to keep the project going after June, let alone consider any long term expansion along the lines of the very successful Edinburgh Bike Workshop, started by Edinburgh ‘Spokes’ some years ago.

More details of the CDG discussions in the full minutes to be prepared and circulated by Gary Smerdon-White.
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